
The book also includes a "Geographical Register" (pp. 205-241) in the 
languages of the dominant peoples who inhabit these lands today as well as the 
historic Hungarian place names. The register is divided to coincide with the 
chapters covering each region. Furthermore, the names appear in Hungarian and 
Slovak or Hungarian and Serb for "hydrographic names", "relief names", "histori-
cal regions", as well as settlement names, according to the Hungarian alphabetical 
order. Here I would like to point out that this section would be more useful to 
the international scholarly community if the alphabetization would be reversed. 
Thus, in Transylvania the current Romanian names should be alphabetized and 
the historic Hungarian names should follow. Of course, for scholars in Hungary 
the present set-up is more convenient, but information should be more accessible 
to scholars in the United Kingdom or the United States since this is the English 
version of the book. 

I highly recommend this book to all foreign policy specialists, in 
government and academia, who have to deal with East Central Europe and 
inter-ethnic relations. It should be on the shelves of all research libraries that deal 
with this region and it should be in the hands of all human rights activists who 
wish to inform the rest of the world about the fate of Hungarians in Transylvania, 
Vojvodina, Slovakia, or elsewhere in the Carpathian Basin. 

Andrew Ludanyi 
Ohio Northern University 
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Hungary's involvement and collapse in World War II was accompanied by the 
virtual eradication of the country's traditional cultural heritage and its replacement 
by a new Marxist based socialist culture. This eradication and replacement 
impacted upon all possible aspects of Hungarian culture, including the life of the 
country's main literary and cultural periodicals that had dominated the first half 
of the 20th century. These included the Katholikus Szemle [Catholic Review] 
(1887-1944), Protestdns Szemle [Protestant Review] (1889-1920, 1924-1944), Uj 
Idok [New Age] (1894-1946), Nyugat [West] (1908-1941), Szdzadunk [Our 
Century] (1926-1939), Magyar Szemle [Hungarian Review] (1937-1944), and a 
number of others — all of which went out of existence just prior to, during, or 
immediately after the war. 

Following the war they were replaced by a new set of periodicals that 
were destined to be carriers of the flag of communism. Some of these became 
highly touted Marxist publications, such as the Tarsadalmi Szemle [Social 
Review], Nagyvilag [Wide World], Jelenkor [Present Age], Kortars [Contempo-



rary], Elet es Irodalom [Life and Literature], Kritika [Criticism], and Valosag 
[Reality], while a number of others — particularly those published in various 
university and college towns outside Budapest — tried to survive by paying lip 
service to the regime's official ideology. The latter included the Tiszataj [Tisza 
Region] (1947), A If old [Low Lands] (1950), Eletunk [Our Life] (1963), Forrds 
[Source] (1969), Somogy [Somogy Region] (1973), and a few others. Of these 
so-called "regional" or "provincial" periodicals only the Tiszataj — tied inti-
mately to the University of Szeged — managed to divest its "provincialism" and 
emerge as one of the major national monthlies, in competition with the much 
more favoured Budapest journals. 

The book under review is the history of the Tiszataj that was authored 
by a native of the city of Szeged and the current Director of that city's Somogyi 
Library. It is a pedantic scholarly monograph that treats the history of the 
periodical in ten chronological chapters, stretching through the half a century of 
its existence. Based on intensive reading of published volumes of the Tiszataj, on 
relevant archival sources in the Somogyi Library, and on interviews with all of 
its former editors and its most noted contributors, the resulting book is a work of 
considerable scholarly achievement. It describes not only the everyday financial 
and personal struggles waged for the periodical's survival, but also the ideological 
changes that were manifested in its volumes, in line with the political pressures 
that were applied to it by the holders of political power. 

The author is particularly effective in analyzing the ideological struggles 
waged during the 1970s and 1980s, when a new editorial policy initiated by 
editor-in-chief Mihaly Ilia (b. 1934) and his successor Jozsef Annus (b. 1940) in 
the direction of patriotism met with a stiff resistance from the hierarchy of 
Hungary's Communist Party. This opposition ultimately lead to Ilia's resignation 
in 1974, and then to the journal's temporary suspension in 1986. 

The book is complemented by detailed editorial data concerning the 
Tiszataj's first fifty volumes (pp. 189-199), by a survey of its special topical 
numbers (pp. 200-205), by a list of its student supplements (pp. 20-207) and 
recipients of its "Tiszataj Prize" (p. 208), and finally by a complete name index 
(pp. 209-219). 

Gyorgy Gyuris's A Tiszataj fel evszazada is a valuable scholarly work. It 
is helpful both as the history of one of Hungary's most important post-World War 
II periodicals, and also as a mirror of Hungary's intellectual life during the Age 
of Communism. 

Agnes Huszar Vardy 
Robert Morris College 




