
this chapter uses theoretical material such as behaviourism and film theory and 
demonstrates their relationship to New Objectivity, it could have been used more 
effectively as a building block for the analysis rather than for the conclusion. An 
index would also have added to (he scholarly quality of the book. 

Agatha Schwartz 
University of Ottawa 
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On 20 August 1942, Istvan Horthy, the eldest son of Regent Miklos Horthy of 
Hungary, died in a plane-crash on the Russian front. Istvan Horthy was a lieuten-
ant in the Royal Hungarian Air Force and was the Vice-Regent of Hungary, that 
is he was the designated successor as his country's head-of-state. Ever since his 
death, there have been rumours that his plane had been secretly tampered with. 
No concrete evidence has ever been found, but speculation persists to this day 
that the Nazi German leaders had a hand in his death as they regarded him an 
Anglophile and a friend of the Jews, and therefore a threat to Nazi interests. This 
book reproduces the diaries and reminiscences of soldiers who served with 
Horthy during his tour of duty, along with several relevant documents. 

A few days before the plane-crash, Horthy's wife went to visit him. For 
the occasion they were guests of the commander of the German forces in the 
Ukraine who put his villa in Kiev at the couple's disposal. Not suspecting foul 
play, Horthy and his wife had long and intimate conversations which included a 
discussion of politics. In particular, Horthy told his wife that he was more 
convinced than ever before that the Germans were going to lose the war. He had 
also come to the conclusion that he would not be able to do much for his country 
either on the Russian front or in Hungary, and that the best course of action for 
him would be to make his way to Great Britain or the United States where he 
could probably do something for his nation during final phases of the war or at 
the war's end. Horthy's wife was to inform her father-in-law of these plans when 
she saw him next. 

On reflecting upon this visit with her husband at a later date, Ilona 
Horthy came to the conclusion that the villa where they stayed was most likely 
bugged by the German intelligence services and the German leadership un-
doubtedly became informed of the younger Horthy's anti-Nazi attitudes and plans. 



This realization further confirmed Ilona Horthy's suspicions that her husband's 
death was not an accident. 

The Hungarian Parliament had elected Istvan Horthy Vice-Rcgcnt of 
Hungary in February of 1942. With his election, the conservative leaders of 
Hungary wanted to make sure that, in the case of the 74-year-old Miklos Horthy's 
death or incapacity — he had been gravely ill during the late autumn r " '941 — 
the position of Hungary's head-of-state would pass to someone who would be 
both inclined to and capable of standing up to the Nazis if necessary. Vice-
Regent Horthy, who was a reservist in Hungary's Armed Forces, decided opt for 
active service on the front in part to gain the respect of the country's military, 
and in part to forestall the criticism that, while tens of thousands of Hungarian 
youths were compelled to serve on the front, he would use his privileged position 
to evade such service. 

Being at the front in 1942 had its dangers for everyone, from the lowest 
of privates to officers in command of front-line units. Contrary to generally-held 
opinions, the Soviet air force was active throughout this period, even if most of 
the time it felt obliged to confine its operations to night-time attacks. Just about 
every night during the time when Istvan Horthy served in the Kursk region of the 
Ukraine, the Russians bombed suspected Axis positions, concentrations, ware-
houses and transportation lines. On one occasion the house that had been 
designated as Horthy's residence in a town, took a direct hit and was completely 
destroyed in a Red Air Force raid. Horthy was not there that night. 

Then there was the danger of flying accidents and collateral damage. 
The Hungarian air force unit Horthy flew with, often provided escorts to German 
bombers that took off from airports at a greater distance from the front. In doing 
this, the Hungarians had to use improvised airstrips, ones which they had to 
abandon as soon as they suspected the Russians of finding out their location. 
The aircrafts they flew were inferior to both the planes of the German and the 
Russian air forces. Horthy's single-seater plane, in particular, was nose-heavy. 
Taking off and, especially, landing on earthen landing strips with this plane was 
very dangerous. Coming back from one of his early assignments, Horthy's plane 
flipped on its back upon landing. It was a miracle that its occupant managed to 
escape without injuries. 

Another danger was accidental confrontation with German fighter planes. 
From reading the diaries of Horthy's aide-de-camp, reproduced in this volume, it 
becomes evident that on more than one occasion the Hungarians and their 
German allies mistook each other for enemy aircraft, and fired on each other. 
Horthy's unit shot down at least one German aircraft, and some of its planes 
(including Horthy's) sustained damage from German fighters shooting back at 
them. It seems in retrospect, that Horthy's unit suffered far more from accidents 
and "friendly fire," than it did from damage inflicted by the aircraft of the Red 
Air Force. 



On August 20, Horthy was to go on his last assignment to accompany 
German bombers on their usual pre-dawn mission against Russian positions. 
Later on in the day he was scheduled to inspect Hungarian infantry units located 
in the region and, soon thereafter, he was to begin preparations for his return trip 
to Hungary. This mission proved to be Horthy's last act of his life. While 
circling a nearby airstrip from where additional Hungarian planes were to join his 
small formation, his plane crashed. The troops that converged on the crash-site 
covered the burning plane with earth to extinguish the fire. Once freed from the 
wreckage and the dirt piled on it, Horthy's charred corpse was identified by his 
aide-de-camp. 

Hungarian military personnel in the air at the time, or on the ground 
near the scene of the crash, tried to explain the tragedy. One pilot in Horthy's 
small team was convinced that Horthy's plane malfunctioned before it went into 
a dive taking its occupant to his death. A sentry on duty at a nearby Hungarian 
military installation claims to have seen Horthy's plane on fire before it went into 
a dive. The same soldier relates that the morning of that day was unusually 
calm: there was no artillery or even gunfire to be heard, and the only planes 
visible in the sky at the time were those of the Hungarian Air Force. 

Horthy's plane then, could not have been shot down. Was it sabotaged 
on the ground before it took off? Indeed, it received servicing and minor repairs 
the day before its fated flight, and, as some of the men serving with Horthy 
testified, German airmen were often present at the airfield, as they usually 
walked about the place unhindered. Yet, could they have had access to the plane 
and, wasn't there a high chance that any tampering with Horthy's plane would 
have been discovered? We have information from Horthy's aide-de-camp's 
diaries to the effect that Horthy inspected his plane after these repairs and found 
it in order. 

No further suspicious circumstances are produced in this volume by the 
testimony of those who served with Horthy on the front. In fact, the rest of the 
reminiscences printed in this volume are by people who had known Horthy or 
had worked under him in his various administrative positions — one of these was 
being the C.E.O. of the Hungarian state railways before 1942. Most of these 
recollections were written in the months after Istvan Horthy's death and were first 
published in 1943. Their tone conforms to the standard that was evidently 
expected in such work of tribute to the second highest-ranking member of 
Hungary's first family. 

While the book under review does not solve the mystery of Istvan 
Horthy's death, it throws light on his character, his career as a military aviator, 
the conditions which confronted Hungary's soldiers in occupied Soviet lands. 
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