
Laura-Louise Veress. Clear the Line: Hungary's Struggle to Leave the 
Axis During the Second World War. Dalma Takacs, ed. Cleveland, Ohio: 
Prospero, 1995. Pp. xxii, 404. Paper. $24.95 (U.S). ISBN 1 57087 207 4. 
Available f rom the editor: P.O. Box 21011, Cleveland, OH 44121, U.S.A. 

Historical texts can be dry and therefore difficult to enjoy. What a great differ-
ence it makes when such an account is also a personal one. Clear the Line... is 
a memoir of two people, who met while working for the Revisionist League in 
Budapest, and whose loyalty to and love of their homeland were the defining 
factors of most of their lives. Although the book was started by Laszlo (Leslie) 
Veress, he passed away before completing it; it was finished by his wife and 
collaborator, Laura-Louise Veress. 

The story recounts the personal experience of the diplomat, Leslie 
Veress, who was entrusted by the Hungarian government to conduct secret 
negotiations with the British, for the purpose of breaking contact with Hitler's 
Germany and surrendering to the Allies. What makes this account especially 
interesting and valuable is a generous inclusion of military and political docu-
ments relating to the Allies' role in these negotiations including British reactions 
to Hungary's offer of surrender. These documents were kept under lock-and-key 
in the Public Record Office in London, and were only made public 30 years after 
the war. 

The book also talks about Hungary's difficult position as a land-locked 
nation, her desire and efforts to remain independent and, finally, her reasons for 
allying herself with Hitler's Germany. For believing Hitler's promise of help in 
regaining her territories lost at the end of World War I, Hungary ended up 
paying the high price of having to contribute to the German war effort and being 
branded as Hitler's ally. 

By 1943 the government of Hungary was playing a difficult balancing 
act: it was looking for a way out of the clutches of Hitler and sought contact with 
the Allies with the intention of surrender; further, it tried gradually to replace 
pro-German members of the government with anti-German ones; and, lastly it 
made efforts to protect the country's Jews. Hungary had to proceed with great 
caution in order not to bring Hitler's rage upon the country. 

To avoid the suspicion of the Germans, whose authorization was 
necessary for travel outside of Hungary, a low-ranking, therefore inconspicuous, 
diplomat had to be selected for negotiating with the Allies. Laszlo Veress — 
who was from a good family, multilingual, and familiar with international affairs 
— was an ideal choice. During the course of events, he made several trips to 
Istanbul and Lisbon where he met British consular officials, and conducted fairly 
promising negotiations on behalf of the Hungarian government. However, before 
these became finalized, in a quick succession of events, Hitler invaded Hungary 
with horrible consequences. The Allies, in the meantime, embarked on their final 



offensive against Hitler through Normandy and not through the Balkans as many 
in Hungary had hoped. 

Shortly after the war, Veress and his future wife, together with their 
immediate families, sought asylum in England where they both worked for the 
Hungarian Section of the BBC. 
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Red Star, Blue Star is an unusual book. Though poorly organized, it is still a 
compelling anthology of Jewish autobiographical writing. Comprised of seven-
teen personal stories or short life writing texts, the book's aim is to record the 
experiences of young Jewish men and women during the post-war period in 
Hungary. The narrators of these stories were all children or teens living in 
Hungary in 1948 when Hungary became a Soviet satellite nation. The assump-
tion of the editors is that "[b]eing Jewish in a Communist country meant being 
out of sight but not out of mind" (x). Thus, the majority of the stories told in the 
collection recall the anguish and the bravery of living under Stalin's eye, and 
sometimes this intersects with the experience of anti-Semitism. Andrew Handler, 
one of the story-tellers, writes in a long introductory essay to the collection that 
"[e]nding the war as the last ally of the Third Reich and the last executors of the 
Final Solution of the Jewish Question left permanent scars on the national 
character. The provisional system of governance proved not to be a prelude to 
democracy." Handler's conclusion is the ironic observation that "the liberators 
turned out to be occupiers" (7). In other words, the anti-Semitism that was rife in 
the final stages of the war in Hungary grew into a new form during the commu-
nist era, the victims of which are the Jews whose stories are told here. The truth 
is that not all the story-tellers focus on anti-Semitism, but all regret the period of 
Russian domination. 

The majority of the story-tellers eventually left Hungary, most after the 
uprising of 1956. Though many are academics in the West, some are prominent 
members of the business community in various American cities — Washington 
and Los Angeles, for example. Yet a few more remained in Budapest, such as 
two of the three women represented in the book — Eva Szekely and Marta 
Hentz. 

The stories are interesting, some more than others, and some better 
written (and better edited) than others. What the stories lack is a proper intro-
duction which contextualizes them, and an obvious sense of ordering. As they 




