
ical in his evaluation of the work of Marxist historians, even if 
his criticisms are often justified. By contrast, his sympathetic 
portraits of Laszlo Bardossy and Henrik Werth will seem to 
some readers to be both uncritical and unwarranted. 

Too often Borsanyi draws conclusions on the basis of evidence 
from individuals who remain anonymous. On one occasion 
he even cites material from a book whose author and title he 
no longer can recall. Equally frustrating is the fact that 
Borsanyi's use of published works is less than thorough. For 
example, though he refers briefly to the important article by 
Nandor Dreisziger on the Kassa bombing, he does not deal 
with its thesis or arguments in a systematic way. Only indirectly 
does he touch on the pertinent works of such historians as Mario 
Fenyo and Gyorgy Ranki. My own modest contribution to the 
historiography of the Kassa bombing appears to be unknown 
to Borsanyi. 

Thus, the pursuit of a solution to what Borsanyi calls this 
"tragic mystery" will continue. The true explanation may never 
be known, at least not until the opening of the pertinent Soviet 
archives. Until that time, however, Julian Borsanyi's book will 
be a valuable guide and reference work. 

University of Cincinnati Thomas L. Sakmyster 

Anthony Tihamer Komjathy. A Thousand Years of the 
Hungarian Art of War. Toronto: Rakoczi Foundation, 
1982, 210 pp. 

This survey of Hungarian military history is the first attempt 
to address an existing conspicuous vacuum. The author's purpose 
in presenting this survey in the English language was to heighten 
awareness of the present Hungarian situation by outlining the 
country's history from a military perspective. In doing so, he 
has geared the book to a wide readership, namely: military 
historians, second and third generation Hungarians, academics, 
statesmen as well as a general readership. 

To gain insight into the formidable task taken on by Professor 
Komjathy, one must examine the subject from two angles: scope 
and intensity. Hungary was an established state with Western 
Christian orientation years before the battle of Hastings and 
almost 500 years prior to Columbus' landing on Watling Island. 



Hungary's geographic location invited incursion and occupa-
tion by the prominent powers of the time: Mongols, Turks, 
Austrians, Germans and Russians. In short, Hungary's mili-
tary history is vitally linked to its national development. Any 
attempt to address a subject that is as intense as it is long is a 
considerable undertaking. 

The task is not made easier by the destruction of Hungarian 
documents and manuscripts in the wars that ironically enough 
made that history. Most existing texts (in Hungarian) have strong 
socialist or pro-Russian slants and are thus too one-sided to 
be of great value for the serious historian. 

Professor Komjathy has opened the door to a subject that 
has eluded military historians of the West for some time. His 
book neatly categorizes the periods and highlights the prominent 
features such as the little-known lightning raid of Andreas Hadik 
on Berlin in 1757. He also provides an interesting chapter en-
titled "Hungarians in Foreign Armies," that documents the 
activities of Hungarians under foreign flags. Even here he could 
only skim the surface, not noting the hundreds of Hungarian 
Hussars who accompanied Emperor Maximillian to found the 
ill-fated Mexican Empire. Nor does the author mention the 
Hungarian engineers and artillerymen who cast their lot with 
Abd-el-Kader in his struggle to resist French penetration of 
Algeria in the 1840s. T h e magnitude of the subject is simply 
too great. 

Nonetheless, a balanced criticism calls for comments in 
the spirit of academic circumspection. First, the title is a curious 
one. What is the "Hungarian art of war" (not to mention 1000 
years of it)? One would be hard pressed to imagine a British 
or American art of war. Art is the practice and while Hun-
garian military history does have its peculiarities, the practice 
of war by Hungarians cannot be ascribed to a single national 
entity. It is hoped that readers will not judge the book by its 
title since the book itself is highly worthwhile. Secondly, as 
Professor Komjathy has pointed out, Hungarian military his-
tory is strongly interwoven with the national spirit. Given this 
relationship, one would have expected the volume to provide 
more extensive treatment of the remarkable activities of 
1848-1849 that caused an Emperor to abdicate, Metternich 
(whose very name was synonymous with reaction) to flee into 
exile, and Austrian armies to fall back on all fronts. It is 



questionable under these circumstances whether the Russian 
intervention provided "only the final blow for the Hungarian 
freedom fight," as stated by the author. The intense energy 
of national-liberal feeling provided a force so great that Austrian 
imperialism simply could not contend with it. The intervention 
of 200,000 Russians under General Paskievich is better viewed as 
the turning point to a situation that had chances of success 
despite the triumph of reaction elsewhere in Europe. 

A Thousand Years bears out the anguish of a proud nation 
struggling for national survival and self-esteem, a nation that 
because of its location so frequently had to confront a hostile 
environment. The book shows the pain of the politicians who 
so frequently had to sacrifice national pride for the nation's own 
future survival. As well, it provides an insight into the plight 
of soldiers who too often could not fight for their country and 
had to leave Hungary because the political realities did not allow 
them to fight for their cherished ideals. Hungarian military 
history is also a saga of the conflicts in civil-military relations. 

The volume covers much ground. Professor Komjathy 
intended it to be a survey that would generate further interest 
in the area of Hungarian military history. His book is bound 
to raise questions and spark interest in this previously neglected 
area. 

National Defence Headquarters, Captain Sandor Antal 
Ottawa, Canada 




