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Julianna Puskas' study is about Hungarian immigration to 
North America between 1880-1940, a subject that has been 
neglected in recent Hungarian scholarship. Puskas, a member of 
the Institute of History, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, has 
been an exception. She has won recognition for her studies of 
Hungarian immigrants and immigrant life. Since the late 1960s 
she has been active as a researcher and author in both Hungary 
and the United States. She has written valuable studies relating to 
the early Hungarian migration and the lives of Hungarians in the 
New World. The present book is the culmination of this two 
decades efforts. 

This bulky book is divided into three major parts: the first part 
deals with the early period of emigration f rom Austro-Hungary, 
roughly from 1880 until 1914, and the official attitudes and 
policies concerning emigration in Hungary. The second part 
describes Hungarian immigrants in their new environment; and 
the third analyzes Hungarian-American society between 1920 
and 1940, including the problems of acculturation and 
integration of immigrants into the larger host society. The actual 
text comprises 400 pages, with an additional 200 pages reserved 
for tables, indexes, figures and contemporary and archival 
documents. In a short introduction the author places her subject 
into the current historical framework on migration and 
emigration. Puskas admits, and rightfully so, that earlier 
historical literature in Hungary neglected this topic and that 
previous American scholarship, the "melting pot" theory, did not 
contribute to the objective understanding of this huge 
mass-movement at the turn of this century that involved more 
than 50 million people f rom Europe (pp. 20-2). She calls 



attention to the fact that only recently there has been a major 
shift in historical research on American immigration and 
ethnicity. She contends that in Europe it was the Scandinavian 
scholarly community, through the works of F. Thistlethwaite, S. 
Akerman, C. Erikson, H. Norman and others, that pioneered 
investigation into western European emigration to America. In 
fact, she models her analysis on the Scandinavian results, 
although she also takes into account some recent American 
historical works that deal with East European immigration to the 
United States. In this part, she also surveys the most important 
literature on the subject but this should not be taken as 
exhaustive (pp. 50-6). 

In Chapter 1 the author expands on her original 1975 essay 
dealing with the process of pre-World War I Hungarian 
emigration. Puskas lists the main factors that caused Hungarian 
emigration overseas: demographic pressure, limited social 
mobility, discontent on the part of the agricultural population 
within the borders of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, wide 
gaps between wages, and the emergence of the so-called "pull" 
factors of American jobs and income (pp. 87-98). Her discussion 
parallels, but is not always coincidental with, the analysis 
provided by Istvan Racz in his A paraszti migracio es politikai 
megitelese Magyarorszagon 1849-1914 (Peasant Migration and its 
Political Policies in Hungary 1849-1914) (Budapest Akademiai 
Kiado, 1980). Puskas well illustrates most of her theses with 
charts, graphs, maps and tables that provide additional data on 
the age, sex, religion, locality and ethnic background of 
emigrants. 

In the second part Puskas deals with the foundation of 
Hungarian-American society and surveys, perhaps somewhat 
superficially, Hungarian settlements in the United States (p. 
186). The farming settlement in Florida that was known as 
Kossuthville; the strawberry farming community, Arpadhon in 
Louisiana; and Himlerville, the once-famous mining settlement 
in Kentucky, to mention only a few, receive trivial attention and 
treatment. It seems, furthermore, that most of the author's 
information comes from second-hand sources. I feel that an 
examination of the study by K. Bonutti and G. Prpic, Selected 
Ethnic Communities of Cleveland (1974), could have 
strengthened the author's conclusions as to the nature and 
characteristics of immigrant settlements. Cleveland is a major 



American city and was built by many ethnic groups, among 
whom the Hungarians played a major role. 

Puskas surveys the many and diverse cultural institutions of 
Hungarian immigrant society, an area that is difficult to deal 
with. Puskas categorizes immigrant institutions into the following 
groups: religious, lay and social (p. 231). This fails to take 
account of the complexities of Hungarian life and the diverse 
organizations that have played major parts in it. Where would, to 
give an example, the Hungarian Scout Movement fit in the 
author's typology? Obviously, it could belong in all three types. 
The danger of Puskas' typology is clear: the Hungarian 
immigrant experience does not allow for such a simplified 
generalization. 

In the third part the author discusses the period between 1920 
and 1940, and deals with the conflicts and major problems that 
created various processes within the immigrant society. Puskas is 
right in stressing that this period is particularly notable for the 
marked changes that occurred in Hungarian-American circles; 
for example, the stronger tendency toward assimilation; the 
upward mobility of certain immigrant circles within the ethnic 
enclave; disintegration of a considerable number of social, 
cultural and religious institutions; and even the creation of new 
settlements and organizations (pp. 319-404). This chapter 
seemed to be somewhat better balanced than the other two. I was 
able to detect only a few minor mistakes, among them the date of 
the first Pittsburgh "Hungarian Day" (p. 349), which was not in 
1926 but in 1925; its purpose was to collect money to mount a 
permanent Hungarian exhibit at the Cathedral of Learning. The 
first Hungarian Day in New York was organized only in 1934. 
The author dates the foundation of the first singing societies 
(•dalarda in Hungarian) and theatres to the first decade of this 
century (pp. 240-41). The fact is that the first such attempts may 
be traced back to the 1848 immigrants and to the 1880s and early 
1890s. Perhaps not all of these performances were organized and 
shown in the Hungarian community per se. In documenting the 
history of the early Hungarian theatre, the names of the Kiralffy 
brothers and Jeno Endrei should be remembered and recognized 
as they contributed to the emergence of this major part of the 
ethnic community. 

In the final section of the book Julianna Puskas included 



several letters and interviews, obviously to support her 
conclusions on Hungarian immigrant life in America (pp. 
551-79). It is not known, however, how the selection was made. 
Moreover, it seems that they were carefully edited, some appear 
fragmented, others seem to be only an abridged version of the 
original. One of the letters is dated 1963 (p. 579). Since there is 
no reference to earlier years in the letter it is puzzling how this 
letter can refer to the time period discussed in the book. 

Unfortunately, there are some major mistakes in the figures 
and tables of the Appendix. One would hope that these are just 
misprints, but they are too numerous not be mentioned. A few 
examples follow. On page 617 the author mentions the 
Hungarian Miners' Journal (Magyar Banyaszlap) and locates its 
editorial offices in New York in 1914, and then in Himlerville, 
Kentucky. T h e journal, however, moved to Columbus, Ohio in 
1928; in 1931 to Cleveland; then in 1933 to Detroit; and finally, in 
1950, to Pittsburgh. The American Magyar Review was 
published not only in 1937 (p. 611), but in the subsequent years 
as well. At the same time, the Magyar Napi Hirado was initiated 
in New York in 1937, and the Amerikai Magyar Vilag, 
established in the same year in New York, are not mentioned in 
Puskas' list. Another journal, the Szabad Sajto, was not printed 
in Passaic (p. 620), but in Garfield, New Jersey. The socialist 
Munkas was printed in New York and not in Cleveland (p. 619). 
Several cities in New Jersey, such as Passaic, Newark, Hoboken, 
Roebling and others, all large centres of Hungarian life, are 
placed by Puskas in New York State (p. 535). 

Aside f rom these outright errors there are several broader 
issues that could detract from the seriousness of this otherwise 
tremendous study. The author seems to take a rather 
ethnocentric look at the immigrant society. She puts an undue 
emphasis on the role of the leftist, in particular communist 
tradition within the history of immigrant society. By limiting its 
point of view to organizations and newspapers of the left, the 
book also ignores or treats lightly the essential contributions 
made by immigrant institutions, especially those outside the 
church. For example, more emphasis should have been placed on 
cultural and educational circles, artists' colonies, foundations, 
benefit societies and others as institutions that shaped the 
immigrant society and promoted ethnic awareness among 
Hungarians. 



The section on work and immigrant lifestyle (pp. 203-222) is 
marred by a lack of definitions. Phrases such as etnikai tudat 
(ethnic consciousness) and kozdsseg-centrikus tevekenyseg 
(community-centred functions) are not clear to this reviewer in 
light of data presented. There are also conceptual problems that 
stem from the material. For example, the dichotomy between 
amerikai magyarok (American-Hungarian) and magyar etnikai 
csoport (Hungarian ethnic group) is confusing. In the former she 
includes only those "who grew up with Hungarian culture and 
language" (p. 15), while in the latter she includes the second and 
even the third generations as well. It is not clear why this 
distinction is meaningful. 

The author also avoids the problems of ethnic tension and the 
ongoing ethnic hostilities that have characterized East European 
immigrant life from the beginning. The problems of 
Hungarian-Slovak, Hungarian-Rumanian, Hungarian-Jewish 
and other inter-ethnic relations have played a fundamental role 
in shaping ethnic consciousness and identity among Hungarians 
in America. Puskas also classifies the Hungarian-Jewish 
community as being part of the greater Hungarian-American 
society (p. 16), where, in fact, this group has consistently formed 
a separate social and cultural group. 

Puskas also makes some claims that are not verified by her 
data. For example, on page 248, she states the following: "The 
feeling of nationality and nationalism and its development in this 
period (the first decade of this century) was felt in wider social 
circles of Hungarian immigrants." The question that comes to 
mind immediately is, of course, was that not also true of Hungary 
and Hungarians as a whole in that time? She also argues that 
Hungarian immigrants participated in the production and 
fostering of "fake Hungarian" and "bourgoisie ethnic symbols" 
(p. 246) in order to express their ethnic identity. It is important to 
point out here that this was not only the case with Hungarian 
immigrants, as Puskas seemingly suggests, but of Hungarians as a 
whole. Hungarian-American society received not only political 
and economic help from the various governments of Hungary but 
it has been manipulated greatly by the latter regarding political 
and economic goals as well. One fundamental aspect of this 
process has been the creation of different "ethnic" and "national" 
symbols. In this, the role of the upper class elite, both here and in 
Hungary, has been overwhelming, a fact that is outside of Puskas' 
real interest. 



There are some other questionable propositions as well. The 
problem of socio-economic heterogeneity of the immigrants and 
the limits of social mobility, areas of sociological and 
anthropological interests, are mentioned by Puskas only in 
passing. Her argument, however, is not very convincing. She 
asserts that the former, Old World, background largely 
determines the new socio-economic standing (pp. 218, 219). 
While this might well be the case to a certain extent, it cannot be 
applied to all cases and every period of Hungarian immigrant 
history. There are two final comments that should be made. 
First, Puskas' view of the decay of the Hungarian immigrant 
schools (p. 276) might be misleading. Accounts of early schools 
and the immigrant teachers themselves clearly show that the 
failure of the educational system was not based on solely 
generational problems, as she claims, but on economic hardships 
and diverse ideological attitudes, such as lay versus religious 
leadership, and real differences in pedagogical principles, 
foundations. The second comment, or rather suggestion, has to 
do with the time and spatial limits of Puskas' study. The 1940 
cut-off point of Hungarian-American community life does not 
refer to the end of Hungarian culture in America. In fact, a 
renaissance of the immigrant community has been attributed to 
the newcomers after 1940. The role of the 1956-ers, in creating 
and helping the emergence of new Hungarian life in North 
America, is well known. In this sense, in future studies, it will not 
be justified to simply talk about "emigrant Hungarians," for the 
second and third generations and other later newcomers may not 
belong to this category. 

In conclusion, it should be stated that this book is a valuable 
addition to the growing literature on Hungarian immigration 
history and ethnicity. It deals with an immense amount of data 
and a subject of great complexity that would require volumes. 
Puskas has done a valuable service in gathering important 
information and archival materials on this topic. I believe that 
this book will be of great use not only in its assertions and 
conclusions but by the many intriguing questions it will surely 
generate. 




