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Dudley Bard was the illegitimate son of Prince Rupert of Rupert's 
Land fame. Gazi Rocksaman is the media name of L.G. Waszlavik, a 
colourful figure within present-day East European counter-culture. 
The Tree of Life is the name of an orchestra in Toronto made up of 
young Hungarian-Canadian musicians. The three have no apparent 
relationship to each other. Similarly, the possibility of historical ties 
between Canada and Hungary, between the culture of Canadians 
and that of Hungarians (in Hungary and in other ancient Hungar-
ian homelands in the neighbouring countries of Rumania, Czecho-
slovakia, Yugoslavia and the U.S.S.R.), might appear to many 
people to be limited or even improbable. Yet, as some of the essays in 
this anthology reveal, an inter-relationship does exist among those 
enumerated, just as links between the ancient lands of the Hungar-
ians and Canada go back at least three centuries. 

Proving the existence of hitherto little-known relationships, as 
well as of the products of cultural cross-fertilization between 
Hungary and Canada, is only an incidental aim of this volume. Its 
primary purpose is the celebration of a number of anniversaries, the 
most relevant being the centenary of the beginning of Hungarian 
settlement in Canada. 

Hungarian immigration to this country is usually dated from 1886 
mainly because the best-known of the early Hungarian colonies, the 
Esterhaz settlement (not far from the present-day city of Esterhazy 
— named after the colony's founder) was established that year. 
There had been individual Hungarians who had come to this land 
prior to 1886, but our knowledge of where they settled and for how 
long, is sparse. Thanks to Professor M.L. Kovacs's researches, we 
know more about the Hungarians who came to Canada in the 
mid-1880s, especially the group that established the colony of 



Esterhaz.1 Alas, the other contemporary Hungarian settlements, the 
one at Hunsvalley and the other at Lethbridge (both in the old 
North-West Territory), are less familiar as their history still awaits 
the attention of researchers. 

Writing a historical outline of the Hungarian-Canadian commu-
nity's evolution since 1886 is not the purpose of this publication. The 
subject is much larger in scope than can be adequately handled in a 
small volume, and it has already been substantially covered else-
where, to a large extent by the editors of this collection.2 Neverthe-
less, three papers in this volume deal with some aspects of the 
Hungarian-Canadian community's development. 

The essay covering the longest time-span is Dreisziger's study of 
the evolving urban-rural distribution of Hungarian Canadians from 
the 1880s to the 1980s. This paper pays special attention to the 
forces that played a role in the transformation of a largely rural 
immigrant community into a predominantly urban one. One of the 
important determinants in this development, according to the 
article, was the increasing propensity among more recent Hungar-
ian arrivals to settle in the cities, or to re-migrate there after a 
temporary stay on farms or in other non-urban settings. 

While Dreisziger's paper deals with the historical statistics of 
Hungarian-Canadian demographic evolution since 1886, Professor 
Adele Csima's paper compares some aspects of Canada's as well as 
the Hungarian-Canadian groups' demography with that of the 
population of Hungary. In the third paper dealing with Hungarian 
Canadians, Stephen Satory outlines certain facets of the cultural life 
of this ethnic group as it existed nearly a century after its modest 
beginnings in the 1880s. Satory finds, in the Hungarian community 
of Toronto, a great deal of dynamism and sophistication. He 
discovers that some members of this group devote themselves to 
very specialized cultural pursuits, such as the study of the authentic 
music and folk-dancing of the ancient Hungarian villages of north-
western and northeastern Rumania (Transylvania and Bukovina-
Moldavia respectively). His paper outlines the multi-layered interac-
tions between Hungarian-Canadian society and elements of Hung-
ary's community interested in ethnomusicology and folk-dancing 
(which in the same period was also involved in the study of the 
authentic music and dancing of the old and culturally unspoiled 
Hungarian communities in Rumania). 

* * H= 

For Hungarians, 1986 was not only the centenary of their 



beginnings in Canada, but a year of several other notable anniversa-
ries. One of these was the trecentenary of the reconquest of Buda 
(the capital of medieval Hungary) from the Turks after nearly 150 
years of Ottoman rule. In 1686 an international army, outfitted and 
commanded by some of the Christian rulers of Europe, successfully 
besieged the old Hungarian capital, at the time a frontier post of the 
Ottoman Empire. It was in this struggle that the young Dudley Bard 
lost his life and thereby entered the pantheon of heroes of 
Hungarian history. As Maria H. Krisztinkovich's opening paper 
points out, this fact was not the only connection that Prince Rupert's 
family had to Hungary. T h e Prince's own godfather was another — 
and much better-known — Hungarian hero, Gabor Bethlen, Prince 
of Transylvania and for a brief time the ruler of much of Hungary. 
In the figure of Prince Rupert then, aspects of Transylvanian, 
Hungarian and Canadian history converge, mainly as a result of 
historical coincidences, the most important being the Protestant 
Reformation. Krisztinkovich outlines how developments associated 
with the spread of Protestantism led to Bethlen being chosen as 
Rupert's godfather, and hints at the fact that Rupert's association 
with Canada was in part the result of these same factors. 

* * * 

Another milestone marked by Hungarians in 1986 was the 
thirtieth anniversary of their uprising against Soviet rule. As far as 
the Hungarian-Canadian community is concerned, the most signifi-
cant outcome of this event was the arrival in Canada of the 
"ref ugees," a group of about 37,000 newcomers that constituted the 
largest ever influx of Hungarians to this country. The direct and 
indirect consequences of this development are touched on in the 
three essays that deal with Hungarian Canadians. Some of the 
immediate and long-range effects on the Magyar community's 
demography are discussed in Dreisziger's paper and, to a lesser 
extent, in Csima's. Some of the long-term cultural consequences of 
the coming of the refugees can be gauged from Satory's article. The 
importance of the ref ugee's cultural legacy becomes clearer when it 
is pointed out that Toronto's Kodaly Ensemble was itself largely the 
creation of refugees. This institution played a dominant role in 
virtually all of the Toronto area's Hungarian folk-music and 
folk-dancing activities since its founding. It should be mentioned 
that Satory's paper, written in 1985, marked the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the Kodaly's establishment. 

The Kodaly Ensemble itself evolved from a cultural association 



dedicated to the maintenance of folk-singing, dancing and music, as 
these were known to its members before their arrival in Canada, into 
an institution with a flexible and sophisticated approach to its 
multi-faceted work (research, teaching, repertoire selection, per-
forming and so on). One of the remarkable aspects of the Ensem-
ble's evolution was the close attention many of its leaders paid to 
developments in Hungarian ethnomusicology and folk-dancing in 
Eastern Europe. Satory explains how the young men and women 
leading the Ensemble introduced the tdnchaz movement to Canada, 
a movement dedicated to the study of the authentic, still unadulter-
ated Hungarian dances of Transylvania and other Szekely districts 
of Rumania. The Tree of Life [Eletfa] orchestra was a Canadian part 
of this movement, concerned with its musical aspects. 

* * * 

Robert Keyserlingk's and Victor Buyniak's papers in this collec-
tion do not deal with strictly Hungarian subjects. The former dis-
cusses the evolution of attitudes to the study of Austro-Hungarian 
history in Britain especially during the Second World War. The 
latter evaluates the results of Canada's policy of multiculturalism 
during its first fifteen years of existence (1971-86). Both papers are 
of interest to Hungarians in Canada and elsewhere. In the last paper 
in this volume Professor M.L. Kovacs examines the impact of 
ancient Hungarian religious traditions on present-day Hungarian 
culture. This study reveals a truly remarkable persistence of 
religious and cultural influences and their ability to take on new 
forms and to interact with new trends and ideas. One colourful 
figure Kovacs mentions is Laszlo Gazi (Gazember, i.e., the Rogue) 
Rocksaman, who is at once a member of the East European "rock" 
culture, and a twentieth century representative (admittedly self-
proclaimed) of an ancient Eastern pagan tradition. Rocksaman's 
cultural preoccupations are global. It might be said that in his figure 
East and West meet and centuries are transcended. He stands for 
universal culture in time and space. 

* * * 

Several of the essays in this volume touch on the subjects of culture 
transfer and cultural cross-fertilization. The opportunities for these 
arise occasionally through the historical interactions of states or 
statesmen such as described in the study by Krisztinkovich. A more 
likely originator of culture transfer from one nation to another, 
from one part of the globe to anot her, is the process of international 



migration. The Hungarian-Canadian community is a product of 
such migration and, as such, it is an agency of culture transfer. As 
explained in Satory's essay, this community is responsible not only 
for bringing certain Hungarian cultural traditions to Canada, but 
also for keeping this country in touch with new developments in the 
culture of the East Central European lands where Hungarians 
reside. Conversely, Hungarian Canadians (and Hungarians in other 
Western countries) no doubt contribute to the introduction of 
Western cultural influences and trends to their ancestral lands. 
While no claim can be made for the fact that the Hungarians of the 
West are alone or even largely responsible for the high degree of 
awareness in Hungary of cultural trends in Western Europe and 
North America, their frequent contacts with Hungary no doubt 
reinforce this awareness. Phenomena such as represented by 
Waszlavik are prominent in Hungary, despite the fact that a 
"counter-culture" is barely tolerated in Communist societies. 

The essays in this volume, by touching on the themes of culture 
transfer, culture maintenance and cultural cross-fertilization, hint at 
the unity of Hungarian and Western history and culture in general 
and the affinity and compatibility of the culture and history of 
Hungary and Canada. Dudley Bard is a symbol of this historical 
unity. He was the son of a prominent seventeenth-century Europe-
an and British historical figure — himself the godson of a major 
Hungarian personage — who gave his life for a "Christian," that is a 
"European" Hungary. 

While Bard is someone who today lives on in Hungarian national 
mythology, Waszlavik the "Rocksaman" is part of the present. He, 
and others like him who combine modern Western influences with 
the cultural legacy of an Eastern past, suggest the compatibility of 
these values and traditions. The existence of the Tree of Life 
orchestra in Toronto in the 1980s, inspired by the ancient folk-
music of the Szekely villages of Transylvania, Moldavia and Bukov-
ina, is proof of a most remarkable culture transfer and cultural 
cross-fertilization, as well as of the potential unity of aspects of 
Eastern and Western cultures. 

A great many other examples of historical and cultural inter-
connections and interactions between Western — in particular 
Canadian — and Hungarian history and culture could be cited both 
from the essays that follow and from the available literature. 
Nevertheless, a comprehensive examination of these ties still awaits 
the efforts of scholars in the arts, humanities and the social sciences. 
It is hoped that this small collection of essays will help provide 
inspiration for such work. 



The preparation of this volume was the idea of members of the 
executive of the Hungarian Studies Association of Canada, an 
organization dedicated to the study — and the popularization of the 
study — of Hungary and things Hungarian. The purpose was to 
publish much of the proceedings of the Association's 1986 confer-
ence held at the Learned Societies meeting in Winnipeg. As the 
Association's conference was organized by Professor Kovacs, the 
papers were collected by him. They were edited, revised and 
re-typed in the fall and winter of that year. A few had to be 
translated into English. Several of the papers were still not in 
publishable shape in the spring of 1987 when the printing of the 
volume had to get under way. These as yet incomplete or unrevised 
studies may be published at a later date in an "occasional volume" of 
the Chair of Hungarian Studies at the University of Toronto, as a 
companion volume to the present "special issue." 

It remains to offer a few acknowledgements. The 1986 issues of 
our journal are published with a grant f rom the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada. For its 1986 meeting the 
Hungarian Studies Association of Canada had a conference grant 
from the same agency. This financial assistance enabled Professor 
Kovacs to organize the Association's meeting in Winnipeg and to do 
the lion's share of the initial editing of the papers. To assist in the 
publication of these manuscripts, we received a publication grant 
from the Department of the Secretary of State of Canada (Multicul-
turalism Sector). For this support we are most thankful. Copy 
editing on the volume was done in part by Ms. Anne McCarthy of 
Toronto. She also helped prepare the manuscripts for electronic 
typesetting. 
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