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Canadian Studies on Hungarians, 1886-1986: An Annotated Bibliography 
of Primary and Secondary Sources. Compiled by John Miska. Regina: 
Canadian Plains Research Center, 1987. Xiii + 425 pages. ISBN 0-88977-
034-4. Cloth, $35.00. 

This annotated bibliography compiled by J. P. Miska, founding president 
of the Hungarian-Canadian Authors' Association, is a "book about books," 
the kind of useful reference work librarians crave. The general reader may 
never discover the pleasures offered by a good bibliography, but librari-
ans, historians, dealers, and other dogged diggers of delectable detail may 
rejoice, for here is a book for them. 

The titles cover one hundred years of Hungarian life in Canada since the 
arrival of the first rural settlers in 1886. This vast material is organized 
in two parts: first, works about Hungary and, second, writings about Hun-
garians in Canada. Both parts include reference works, book, university 
theses and book reviews. Part II includes a subject heading on literature, 
and contains material selected from sources throughout the world. There 
is also a list of 110 archival and photographic collections about Hungari-
ans located in Canada, as well as a list of the addresses of archives (both 
federal and provincial) that house material relating to Hungarians. 

The entries are annotated and are arranged under appropriate subject 
headings designed to expose shortcuts to the needed information. Miska 
has built a scaffolding of well-chosen subject headings allowing the re-
searcher to get acquainted with the subject from diverse vantage points. 
The headings, together with the Indices (author, title and subject), work 
perfectly to satisfy both the scholarly researcher and the curious lay reader. 

Quick statistics culled from the Author Index (pp. 188-94) seem to indi-
cate that out of five hundred writers listed in this bibliography, only about 
one hundred were apparently not of Hungarian background (this compila-
tion may not be accurate as a few Hungarians might have had their names 
anglicized). This suggests that the Hungarian presence in Canada inter-
ested only a hundred Canadians during the last hundred years. This fact 
might be a covert compliment to Magyars for it implies that they had fitted 
into Canadian society in a smother way than, for example, the Doukhobors 



about whom innumerable comments were published by bewildered Cana-
dians. 

Miska's book was printed in a clear and pleasing form by D. W. Friesen 
& Sons Ltd. of Altona, Man. Its jacket design is the excellent work of 
John Brittain. 

Maria H. Krisztinkovich 
Vancouver, B. C. 

Steven Bela Vardy. The Hungarian-Americans. Boston: Twayne Publish-
ers, 1985. 215 pages. 

One of the most daunting tasks that can be undertaken by a historian is 
to write a general history of any people over a two hundred year period 
in America. Professor Steven Vardy has done an admirable task in writing 
such a comprehensive history of Hungarian immigration to and settlement 
in North America. The book is well written, without becoming engrossed 
in one or other aspect of that history, and yet highlighting every aspect of 
the forces which were involved in the movement of so many over so many 
years. There are few such studies available to scholars or the interested 
public. Vardy's book is a much-needed volume. 

The work is well-organized, covering the various waves of immigration 
and the subjects of importance within each period. There is a logical flow 
to the way the chapters are organized. While mentioning many of the 
individuals who were important in various fields, the book never reads 
like a "who's who" of Hungarian immigration history. The approximately 
200-page volume is successful in giving the reader a good sense of the 
various waves of immigration, how they interacted and what their respective 
contributions were. 

In the Preface, Vardy writes that this work presents an account of the 
history and everyday life of these immigrants. This reader would have liked 
to have read more about the everyday life of these immigrants. Because 
this volume was written for the average reader, it would have been useful 
to incorporate more quotes from oral histories to draw the reader in and 
to give a picture of an immigrant's life in America. Vardy incorporates 
such anecdotes, but only sparingly. While there is much debate about 
the use of such oral histories for historical documentation, most historians 
will agree that they are useful in providing a picture. Topics such as the 
lives of the boarding house keepers, the newspaper editors who often ran 
the community's newspapers single-handedly, the struggles of immigrants 
working in coal mines and steel mills are surely enhanced through the use 
of such oral histories. 




