
proportion of the Hungarian population that lived in the Carpathian Basin before 
the conquest and suggest that this was probably four or five times greater than 
the size of Arpad's conquering host. This pre-896 population of Hungarians in 
the Middle Danube region amounted to about half-a-million, according to 
Makkay, and included the ancestors of the Szekelys of Transylvania whose 
alleged Turkic origin Makkay rejects.1 

Laszlo's original impetus for postulating the theory of the pre-896 
settlement of Hungarians in the Carpathian Basin had been a sudden change 
(around 680 a.d.) that archeologist observed to have taken place in Avar metal 
ornamentation, when the so-called griffin and tendril motives appeared. The fact 
that after 896 the local population is known to have continued to use the same 
cemeteries that the people of the late-Avar period used, only strengthened 
Laszlo's conviction. In reinforcing Laszlo's theory, Makkay adduces indirect 
arguments from the fields and disciplines of toponymy, etymology, paleogeog-
raphy, etc. He argues, inter alia, that the runic script (rovasirds) of the Szekelys 
originated before 896, in the Carpathian Basin. 

All-in-all, Makkay's book is the most comprehensive study of the theory 
of the "double conquest." A detailed summary in English (pp. 199-228) allows 
the non-Hungarian reader to get acquainted with this interesting historiographical 
controversy. Notwithstanding the publication of Makkay's work, most Hungarian 
historians will probably continue to doubt the validity of Gyula Laszlo's hypothe-
sis. 

Jozsef Vekerdi 
Budapest 

1. Regarding the origins of the settlement of Transylvania, a question of 
intense and bitter controversy between Hungarian and Rumanian historians, 
Makkay refers to the brilliant study of Laszlo Rasonyi who, following the 
remarkable hint of Dezso Pais, demonstrated that the mysterious Blacus people 
whom the Arpadian conquerors encountered in 9th century Transylvania were 
not Wallachians, as the Romanian theory of "daco-Roman continuity" claims, but 
a Turkic people, the Bulaqs. Thus it is quite reasonable that their leader had a 
Turkic (and not a Wallachian) name: Gelou. On this question see another 
monograph by Makkay: Hogyan lettek a blakokbol romdnok [How the Blacs 
became Rumanians] (Budapest: published by the author, 1997). 

Tibor Frank. Egy emigrdns alakvdltasai. Zerff'i Gusztav palyakepe, 
1820-1892 [The Metamorphosis of an Emigrant. The Life-Career of 
Gusztav Zerffi, 1820-I892J. Budapest: Akademiai Kiado, 1985. 330 



pages, 73 illustrations. Japanese edition: Tokyo: Sairyusha Publish-
ers, 1994. 

During the past two centuries or so, Hungary had contributed its share to the 
list of international soldiers-of-fortunc, including those who — while treading in 
murky waters — managed to achieved some international fame. Their lines 
stretch from Count Maurice Benyovszky (1741-1786) to Ignatius Trebitsch-
Lincoln (1879-1943) and beyond. The former of these died as the uncrowned 
"King of Madagascar," while the hitter — after spying for seven countries and 
going through four different religions — ended his career under the name of 
Chao-Kung as the abbot of a Buddhist Monastery in Shanghai. 

The ranks of these soldiers-of-fortune included many others, among them 
Gusztav Zerffi, the "hero" of the work under review. The son of an assimilated 
Hungarian of German-Jewish extraction, Zerffi was born in Buda, who during 
the 1840s became involved in the Hungarian Reform Movement. Initially Zerffi 
was an ardent critic of Hungarian populist nationalism and populist literature as 
represented by Sandor Petofi (1823-1849), but then during the Revolution of 
1848-1849 he joined the ranks of the anti-Habsburg forces. He worked in close 
cooperation with the radicals congregating around the "Minister for Police" 
Laszlo Madarasz (1811-1909), while rising to the rank of a captain in the Hun-
garian revolutionary army. Then, after the defeat of the Hungarian War of 
Independence in August 1849, he fled to Turkey along with Kossuth and many 
other revolutionaries. 

Zerffi's dedication to the Hungarian national cause abated soon after his 
Right from Hungary. He became a paid informer of the Habsburg Imperial 
Government as early as November 1849, and remained in the service of the 
Austrian spy system until January 1865. In the course of these fifteen years — 
while living in Turkey, Italy, France and England — Zerffi wrote close to a 
thousand spy reports on the activities of the Hungarian immigration. Even so, 
with the change of the political conditions and the imminence of the Austro-
-Hungarian Compromise of 1867, he was unceremoniously dismissed. 

Having been cast aside by his former masters, Zerffi went through a 
major metamorphosis and gradually transformed himself into a learned scholar-
-author of art history and historiography. He also became one of the founding 
members of The Royal Historical Society in London. By the 1870s Zerffi 
accumulated sufficient scholarly prestige that the Japanese commissioned him to 
write a historiographical handbook for their emerging historical profession in 
Japan. The book appeared under the title The Science of History in 1879, an it 
was followed within a year by Zerffi's election to the Chairmanship of the 
Council of The Royal Historical Society. 

Tibor Frank's portrayal of Gusztav Zerffi is both solid and convincing. It 
reflects phenomenal amount of scholarly research in over dozen archives and 
half a dozen countries stretching from Britain to Japan. It also shows commen-



dable critical thinking on the part of the author in handling the accumulated 
historical sources. 

The book is supplemented by an extensive bibliography, a list of Zerffi 's 
publications, a broad selection from his secret reports to Vienna, seventy-three 
illustrations, as well as a name index that facilitates the use of this volume. 

Tibor Frank's Egy emigrdns alakvdltdsai is a work of considerable 
importance that throws much light upon the inner life, activities and mind-set of 
the post-revolutionary "Kossuth-emigration." The Japanese have found it signifi-
cant enough to have it published in a Japanese translation. It is an example that 
should also be followed by Anglo-American scholarship. 

Steven Be!a Vardy 
Duquesne University 

Two Hungarian studies journals: Hungarian Studies (Budapest and 
Bloomington, Indiana), and Rivista di studi ungheresi (Rome). 

The International Hungarian Studies Association (1HSA) was formed in 1979 
at the initiative of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Its periodical, the semi-
annual Hungarian Studies iHS) , was first published in 1985. Vilmos Voigt, 
professor of ethnology, was managing editor for three years. In 1988 the literary 
scholar Mihaly Szegedy-Maszak became Editor-in-Chief. When he got an 
appointment at Indiana University, the journal's editorial activities were split 
between two continents, although its publisher-distributor continued to be the 
Akademiai Kiado (Academic Publishing House) in Budapest. The association, 
the journal, and the academy thus form a cooperative triangle. 

When the IHSA was established, it was spelled out that the association's 
mandate would not covcr studies in history, which was a closely watched field in 
communist Hungary. Similarly to its sponsor HS, too, adhered to the policy of 
shunning contributions on modern Hungarian history until the nineteen-nineties 
(except for history as an auxiliary of literature and other kinds of disciplines). 

One fascinating asset of the journal is the variety of contributors, disci-
plines, and — to a lesser degree — languages. Understandably, an almost 
eclectic search for a lasting profile characterized the first few volumes, which 
coincided with decisive.changes in actual politics. Especially in earlier volumes 
surveys of relevant institutional activities (such as reports on congresses and 
symposia, the state of Hungarian Studies in various countries, and the like) were 
frequent, while in recent years they have virtually disappeared. Same goes for 
the book reviews. On the other hand, special issues or sections started appearing 
about such topics as North American Hungarians (vol. 7), early 20th century 




