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Andrea Peto. Rajk Julia [Julia Rajk] Feminizmus es tortenelem sorozat 
[Feminism and history series]. Budapest: Balassi, 2001. 274 pages. 

This interesting and highly readable book is more than a biography of Julia Rajk. 
It is a description of a bygone era, a part of the last century, and of people 
usually refereed to as "communists." The author's goal was not to produce a 
different, a "feminist" biography, but to gain an understanding of the hero of her 
story — who happens to be a woman. In fact, Julia Rajk was "a woman" even 
though she had lived in a man-centred world where men, even her husband, 
looked upon her as "only a woman." For a long time, even she believed that this 
was the order of the universe. 

Julia Rajk's story as a political activist began when, in 1949, she was 
locked up (she would serve five years), incarcerated along with a group of 
women of different beliefs and backgrounds. She felt being left alone. Soon she 
would be left alone even more, with her young son and the memory of her 
husband Laszlo Rajk — who became the victim of communist Hungary's first 
great show-trials. From this time on, Julia would carry with her this memory and 
cultivate it in all her actions. A lonely, towering figure of a woman dressed in 
black, accompanied by her child, would be the image that would be ingrained in 
Hungarian national consciousness, particularly at that famous funeral in early 
October, 1956, when her husband and his associates were re-buried publicly, 
years after their executions for "crimes" against the socialist state. 

The main theme of Peto's book is that the Soviet leaders of the time and 
their Hungarian underlings were innately incapable admitting their misdeeds and 
revealing who had been their victims. They even tried to force Julia to abandon 
her married name, in order to make sure that that name would be erased from 
public memory. The real story of Julia Rajk's life was her struggle to retain her 
name. This quest involved her in litigations, all of which called for those 
responsible for the wrongs inflicted admitting to misdeeds and injustices. The 
result of all this was that when the Revolution of 1956 was crushed by Soviet 
troops in early November, Julia (who had otherwise not taken part in the upris-
ing) sought refuge, along with a few of the revolution's leaders, in the Yugoslav 
Embassy. In the end they were deported to Romania. 

Julia Rajk's quest to right the wrongs committed against her husband and 
to redeem the Rajk name accompanied her for the rest of her life. This quest 



would prompt her to come to the defence of the radical leftist writer Miklos 
Haraszti when he was accused of inciting the workers of Hungary against the 
state in the mid-1970s. The same quest would induce her to establish a home for 
stray dogs. She remained a sort of a communist to the end of her life. 

Few written sources had survived about Julia Rajk. Some that had 
existed, were destroyed by those who wanted to leave no evidence. But very few 
were created about her in the first place — she was a woman. In fact, she had 
spent much of her life typing men's documents — about men. Andrea Peto has 
located all the written sources that had survived about Julia Rajk and she inter-
viewed everyone who had known her. She asked everything a woman would 
want to know about another woman. She inquired about even matters that writers 
of political biographies might consider trivial. In fact, she insisted on inquiring 
about such matters. The result is a real book about a real individual. 

Janos M. Rainer 
The 1956 Institute, Budapest 

[adopted from the Hungarian, from http://www.es.hu/old/0142/index.htm by 
Nandor Dreisziger] 

Editor's note: Laszlo Rajk (1909-49), a high-ranking Communist Party official 
and Minister of the Interior between 1946 and 1948, was one of the chief archi-
tects of the totalitarian one-party state in Hungary. In May 1949 he was arrested 
on trumped-up charges of being a Titoist spy, was found guilty along with many 
"co-conspirators," and was executed. In 1956, during Nikita Khrushchev's de-
Stalinization campaign, he and some of his associates were partly rehabilitated. 
On 6 October they were re-buried in a public funeral attended by a crowd of one 
hundred thousand. The event is seen by some as the opening salvo of the 
Hungarian Revolution of 1956. 

Daisy Chorin (Mrs. R. Strasser) and Andras D. Ban. Az Andrassy uttol a 
Park Avenue-ig: Fejezetek Chorin Ferenc eletebol (1879-1964) [From 
Andrassy Boulevard to Park Avenue; Chapters from the life of Ferenc 
Chorin (1879-1964)]. Budapest, Osiris Kiado, 1999. ISBN 963 379 7179. 

Introduced by Otto Habsburg, this book is compiled as a memorial to an extraor-
dinary human being and an outstanding citizen of Hungary who had done unique 
service to his country all his life, but especially during the interwar years. 

The book is made up of two parts. The first part is a short biography of 
Ferenc Chorin. Ferenc had an exceptional childhood and upbringing and came 
from a family of high moral and intellectual standards. His great-great grandfa-
ther had been the chief rabbi of Arad [now under Romanian rule] who through 




