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Joseph Pulitzer is probably the best-known Hungarian American; or is it 
Zsa-Zsa Gabor, or Joe Namath or Karch [Karoly] Kiraly? It would be 
difficult to decide. For sports fans, it might be the latter two. For lovers 
of Hollywood gossip and scandals, it might be Zsa-Zsa, but other enthusi-
asts of the American film industry might vote for Adolf Zukor (1873-
1976[!]) of Paramount Pictures fame, or William Fox [Vilmos Fischer] of 
Twentieth Century Fox. For mathematicians and economic theorists, it 
could be John [Janos] von Neumann; for nuclear physicists, Edward [Ede] 
Teller; for aeronautical engineers, Theodore [Todor] von Karman; for 
psychiatrists, Thomas Stephen [Tamas Istvan] Szasz; for psychologists, 
Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi — another prolific and controversial author; for 
politicians, New York Governor George [Gyorgy] Pataki; and for finan-
ciers, George [Gyorgy] Soros. Connoisseurs of classical music might have 
a more difficult task, as they would have to choose from among conduc-
tors Eugene [Jeno] Ormandy, Fritz [Frigyes] Reiner, George [Gyorgy] 
Szell, Antal Dorati, Sir George [Gyorgy] Solti, Cristoph [Kristof] von 
Dohnanyi, to mention the most obvious. Of course, if a five-year stay in 
the USA qualifies someone to be a Hungarian American, then the most 
famous Magyar-American personality is undoubtedly Bela Bartok, the 
composer.1 

Not surprisingly under the circumstances, numerous books have 
been published about both famous individual immigrants from Hungary 
and the sum total of Hungarian contributions to American cultural and 
economic development.2 The three studies presented in this part of our 
volume make a modest though original contribution to the subject. 



Professor Alan Walker surveys the life and artistic contributions of 
concert pianist, music critic and author Balint Vazsonyi (1936-2003), 
Steven Bela Vardy outlines the scholarly work of historian Thomas 
Szendrey (1941-2003), and in a review article, Bela Bodo examines the 
new biography of Joseph Pulitzer (1847-1911) by the Hungarian scholar 
Andras Csillag, a contributor to our volume. 

NOTES 

' More precisely, composer, ethno-musicologist, teacher and concert 
pianist. I have been in North American university libraries where there were 
more publications on or by Bartok, than there were books on Hungarian history. 
Just who qualifies to be listed among Americans from Hungary is not easy to 
judge. Bartok, as has been mentioned, spent only the last years of his life in the 
USA. Joe Namath, at the other extreme, was the grandson of an immigrant from 
Hungary and spoke no Hungarian. Many immigrants from Hungary who achieved 
fame had a Jewish background and had, and in some cases professed, multiple 
ethnic identities. Some of the people who are often listed as "famous" immi-
grants from Hungary always acknowledged their Hungarian heritage, others 
avoided the subject or even denied their Magyar identity. Some maintained their 
ties to things Hungarian, others avoided them. 

2 My favourite monograph on the subject is Francis S. Wagner, Hungar-
ian Contributions to World Civilization (Center Square, PA: Alpha Publications, 
1977). Wagner has also written books on two famous Hungarian Americans: 
Eugene P. Wigner: An Architect of the Atomic Age (1981); and Zoltan Bay Ato-
mic Physicist: A Pioneer of Space Research (1985). A classic book on the subject 
is Emil Lengyel, Americans from Hungary (Philadelphia & N.Y.: Lippincott, 
1948); while a recent one is Andrew L. Simon, Made in Hungary: Hungarian 
Contributions to Universal Culture (published by the author, 1998). See also 
Gyorgy Marx A marslakok erkezese. Magyar tudosok akik nyugaton alakitottak a 
20. szazad tortenelmet [The arrival of the Martians: Hungarian scientists who 
contributed to the shaping of 20th century history in the West] (Budapest: 
Akademiai Kiado, 2000). Much relevant information can be found also in S. B. 
Vardy's book (see its review by Andras Csillag in this volume): Magyarok az 
Ujvilagban: Az eszak-amerikai magyarsag rendhagyo tortenete [Hungarians in the 
New World: the unorthodox history of the Hungarians of North America] (Buda-
pest: A Magyar Nyelv es Kultura Nemzetkozi Tarsasaga, 2000), especially pp. 
638-50. 




