
A Communist Newspaper for 
Hungarian-Americans: 

The Strange World of the Uj Elore 

Thomas L. Sakmyster 

On November 6, 1921 the first issue of a newspaper called the Uj Elore 
(New Forward) appeared in New York City.1 This paper, which was 
published by the Hungarian Language Federation of the American 
Communist Party (then known as the Workers Party), was to appear daily 
until its demise in 1937. With a circulation ranging between 6,000 and 
10,000, the Uj Elore was the third largest newspaper serving the 
Hungarian-American community.2 Furthermore, the Uj Elore was, as its 
editors often boasted, the only daily Hungarian Communist newspaper in 
the world. Copies of the paper were regularly sent to Hungarian subscri-
bers in Paris, Berlin, Vienna, Moscow, Buenos Aires, and, on occasion, 
even smuggled into Budapest. The editors and journalists who produced 
the Uj Elore were a band of fervent ideologues who presented and inter-
preted news in a highly partisan and utterly dogmatic manner. Indeed, this 
publication was quite unlike most American newspapers of the time, 
which, though often oriented toward a particular ideology or political 
party, by and large attempted to maintain some level of objectivity. The 
main purpose of Uj Elore, as later recalled by one of its editors, was "not 
the dissemination of news but agitation and propaganda."3 The world as 
depicted by writers for the Uj Elore was a strange and distorted one, 
filled with often unintended ironies and paradoxes. Readers of the 
newspaper were provided, in issue after issue, with sensational and 
repetitive stories about the horrors of capitalism and fascism (especially in 
Hungary and the United States), the constant threat of political terror and 
oppression in all countries of the world except the Soviet Union, and the 
misery and suffering of Hungarian-American workers. 

A study of the Uj Elore can provide insights into the experiences 
and attitudes of a significant part of the Hungarian-American community 
in the United States in the interwar period. This article will offer a 



general overview of the history of this newspaper, including a discussion 
of its origins, editorial staff, coverage of news events, circulation, literary 
and cultural aspirations, internal and external rivalries, and finances. 
Several broad themes dealing with the content of the Uj Elore will be 
treated: the portrayal of the regime of Regent Miklos Horthy; the image 
of the Soviet Union; the attitude toward American democracy and the 
experience of Hungarian-American immigrants in the United States. 
Finally, an attempt will be made to explain how and why the paper was 
transformed in the mid-1930's and to determine the reasons for its demise 
in 1937. 

As the name Uj Elore (New Forward) suggests, the newspaper 
was a successor to a previous Hungarian-American publication. Elore was 
a socialist newspaper that was founded in 1905, became a daily in 1912, 
and by World War I had reached an impressive circulation of around 
10,000.4 However, the entry of the United States into the war created 
severe problems for Elore. Because of its strong socialist orientation, the 
paper, unlike all other Hungarian-American publications, refused to stop 
its criticism of the war and its condemnation of America's participation. 
As a result Elore was subjected to censorship and lost its second class 
mailing privilege. The latter was a financial blow from which the news-
paper never recovered. After the war Elore greeted the Communist 
regimes in Russia and, briefly, in Hungary with great enthusiasm. As a 
result during the "Red Scare" of 1919-1920 the government banned 
several issues, raided the paper's offices, and confiscated equipment. Some 
of the editors were briefly imprisoned and all were threatened with 
deportation. In the face of this police harassment and a huge, insurmoun-
table deficit, the Elore declared bankruptcy and ceased publication on 
October 26, 1921.5 

A week later, on November 6, the newspaper reappeared as the Uj 
Elore, with a new editorial staff and free of the financial burdens of its 
predecessor. In its reincarnation the paper had an even more radically 
leftwing orientation. It was sponsored by the Hungarian Federation of the 
Communist Party (then known as the Workers Party), and the leaders of 
the Hungarian Federation were typically also editors of the Uj Elore. The 
newspaper was launched in a difficult time for the left-wing press in the 
United States, but it benefited from the energy and zeal of a cadre of 
Hungarian Communist activists who arrived in the country in the early 
1920's. The world view and political ideology of these emigres were 
shaped by the Great War and the momentous revolutionary events in the 



Soviet Union and Hungary. They were particularly embittered by and 
hostile toward the regime of Admiral Miklos Horthy that they blamed for 
the "White Terror" that had spread throughout Hungary after the "Red 
Terror" and the collapse of the Bela Kun regime. Indeed, the triumph of 
the "Counter-Revolution" resulted in the imprisonment of thousands — 
almost all prominent members of the Hungarian Soviet Republic were 
either executed, imprisoned, or were forced into exile. 

Among the exiles who would play important roles in the publica-
tion of Uj Elore was Lajos Kovess, who was the paper's first editor. 
During the 1920s Kovess wrote most of the lead editorials and many 
articles on the social and economic plight of Hungarian-American 
workers. Also important in the development of the paper was Janos Lelkai 
(known as John Lassen), who had a literary bent and worked to make the 
Uj Elore an important creator and transmitter of working class literature 
and culture.6 The final impetus to the launching of Uj Elore was provided 
by the arrival in 1922 of Jozsef Pogany (who took the name John 
Pepper), a prominent member of the Hungarian Soviet Republic who was 
dispatched by the Comintern to the United States to assist the fledgling 
Hungarian-American Communist movement.7 Pogany, who had long years 
of experience as a journalist in Hungary, mainly with the socialist news-
paper Nepszava, insisted that the Uj Elore had a "historic calling." It was 
the only Hungarian Communist daily newspaper in the world, and was 
destined to serve as a "beacon of light" for Hungarians everywhere, "from 
Moscow to Vienna, from Milan to Bucharest."8 Pogany also gave the 
newspaper an aura of internationalism by arranging for the creation of an 
editorial advisory board in Moscow, consisting of himself, Bela Kun, and 
Lajos Magyar. At the same time, relying on his extensive contacts with 
Hungarian Communists throughout Europe, he had the paper announce 
the appointment of "special Uj Elore correspondents" based in Vienna, 
Moscow, Berlin, and Paris. Through its entire existence the Uj Elore 
would thus give the appearance of having a full stable of "foreign 
correspondents," although the reality was that the articles written by these 
correspondents were typically simply translated versions of outdated 
material that had appeared in European Communist newspapers. 

The editors and writers for the JJj Elore in its sixteen year 
existence seldom had any formal training in journalism, and as a result 
the paper typically had an amateurish appearance, with occasional 
misspellings and irregular grammar. Equally lacking was any sense of 
how to run an efficient business. With some exceptions (such as Sandor 



Voros and Jozsef Peter), the editors of Uj Elore were poor business 
managers. Two other complicating factors help explain why the Uj Elore 
seemed always on the verge of bankruptcy. One was the constant threat 
that members of the editorial board would be arrested and deported. 
Although for the most part the F.B.I, and local police forces paid little 
attention to this minor Communist newspaper,9 there was always the 
danger that immigration officials would question the status of the leaders 
of the Hungarian Federation. In fact, many of the Communist emigres, 
having entered the country with false documentation and adopted pseudo-
nyms, were illegal aliens who were subject to deportation. In the early 
1930s two Uj Elore editors, Lajos Kovess and Lajos Bebrits, were 
imprisoned and Bebrits was in fact deported. 

Another problem that complicated the journalistic efforts in the 
offices of the Uj Elore was the inability of the editors to work harmoni-
ously together, whether on the board of the newspaper or in the leadership 
of the Hungarian Federation. For some reason Hungarian Communist 
emigres, whether in Moscow, Vienna, Berlin, New York, or Cleveland, 
were unusually prone to the dreaded Communist sin of factionalism. The 
surviving files of the Hungarian Federation deal in large part with the 
vicious infighting that occurred through most of the 1920s. Originally this 
seems to have been an ideological clash between the Social Democratic 
"veterans" from the days of the Elore and the "newcomers" who arrived 
in the early 1920s and prided themselves on being "true Bolsheviks."10 

But in time personal jealousies and animosities blurred these lines, and 
the persisting factionalism was simply a power struggle to gain or main-
tain control of the Hungarian Federation. Each faction accused the other 
of a variety of misdeeds, including right-wing deviationism, mismanage-
ment of the Uj Elore, and even embezzlement of funds, though the latter 
probably had not occurred. The Central Executive Committee of the 
American Communist Party had to intervene on several occasions in the 
1920s to try to identify and punish those responsible for the divisiveness 
and "opportunism." In 1928 the Committee finally imposed a solution 
whereby the leader of the so-called opportunists, Lajos Basky, was expel-
led. This brought a temporary harmony to the offices of the Uj Elore, but 
new personal rivalries appeared once again in the early 1930s. 

For its coverage of American news, Uj Elore relied on a staff of 
only four or five editors, most of whom seldom travelled outside of New 
York (or later Cleveland) to gather news. Thus, very few of the articles 
that appeared in the paper were actually original pieces based on firsthand 



reporting or observation. After 1924, when the Daily Worker began 
publication, many articles in the Uj Elore were simply Hungarian 
translations of articles that first appeared in that English-language 
Communist daily. In later years Uj Elore was also able to use Daily 
Worker political cartoons at minimal cost, although on occasion the 
prominent Hungarian-American artist, Hugo Gellert, provided cartoons. 
For other articles on national events, especially those with some connec-
tion to Hungarian-Americans, the editors assumed that the correctness of 
their ideology gave them the creative license to shape, distort, and even 
invent the news. One frequent method of composing a news story, which 
Sandor Voros later related in his memoirs, was to take from the New York 
Times a minor story with some Hungarian angle and rework it in the Uj 
Elore style.11 Thus in the 1920s there appeared on the interior pages of 
the Times a short story about an explosion in a West Virginia mine that 
killed two coal miners, whose names, though garbled by the Times writer, 
were clearly Hungarian. It was added that an investigation had been 
initiated to determine the cause of the explosion. Several days later this 
became a sensational page one story in the Uj Elore. A bold headline 
stated: "BLOOD FEEDS COAL BARONS' GREED," and a subhead 
added: "Fresh orphans and Widows for Wall Street Molochs." The long 
story that followed was introduced as follows: 

The grinning death skulls of the Coal Barons, those blood 
brothers of the Wall Street imperialist finance capitalists, are 
again licking their greasy chops in glee They have just fed 
anew on miners' flesh, on minors' steaming blood to satisfy 
their blood-bloated bellies. Those vampires chose for their latest 
victims unfortunate Hungarian workers who had fled the brutal, 
torturing, Fascist hyenas of Horthy Hungary only to die in 
agony on the profit-slippery altars of American plutocracy.12 

As this example suggests, the Uj Elore was above all else a 
typical Communist Party newspaper of the period. On its masthead was 
the slogan "All power to the workers!" Its writers employed all the usual 
jargon about the class enemy and slavishly followed the party line as 
dictated by the Communist Party of the United States and, ultimately, by 
the Comintern. Some of the causes espoused by American Communists 
were progressive ones that Americans committed to justice and true 
democracy could also support. Thus, the Uj Elore consistently condemned 
the racist treatment of Black Americans, and reported frequently on the 



lynching of Negroes and the repugnant activities of the Ku Klux Klan. Uj 
Elore editorials advocated the end of segregation and other discriminatory 
laws.13 Lip service was also paid to gender equality, although in practice 
the Uj Elore was male-dominated, and only one woman, Antonia Wechs-
ler, ever had a role in the production of the paper. In a similar vein, the 
paper was critical of Hungarian chauvinism and tried to promote soli-
darity among workers of all national origins. Much space in the Uj Elore 
was also devoted to coverage of some of the favoured causes of the 
Communist Party, including the Sacco-Vanzetti case, the Gastonia textile 
strike, and the Scottsboro Boys trial. 

Hungarian-American Communists, like their counterparts through-
out the world, were hostile to religion and especially to the hierarchy of 
the churches. Yet Hungarian-American workers remained for the most 
part devout members of their churches, whether Roman Catholic or 
Protestant.14 Perhaps in recognition of this "deplorable" fact, the Uj Elore 
seldom contained direct and blatant attacks on the Churches or those 
immigrants who clung to their faith. Rather it was frequently pointed out 
that many priests and ministers collaborated with the hated Horthy 
regime, and that in general the churches were conservative and 
unsympathetic to the real needs of the workers. In addition, Uj Elore 
writers would frequently try to weaken the workers' ties to religious 
holidays (such as Christmas and Easter). Typical of this approach was a 
column during the Christmas season of 1926 by Jozsef Peter.15 The author 
asserted that at a time when Wall Street newspapers were announcing the 
arrival of an age of prosperity for all Americans, the truth could be found 
if one took a Christmas stroll through the slums of New York. There one 
encountered destitution, poorly nourished and clothed children, and 
rampant prostitution. 

As was the case with most Communist papers, Uj Elore writers 
seemed to take a special delight in finding ever more frightening ways to 
describe the class enemy. They were termed "Cossacks," "beasts of prey," 
"bloodthirsty vampires," "hyenas," and so on. Because so many of the Uj 
Elore editors had experienced first hand the repressive actions of Admiral 
Horthy's "White Army" in Hungary, they gave an emphasis to the pheno-
menon of "white terror" that was perhaps unique among Communist 
papers of the day. Virtually every issue of the Uj Elore reported on the 
eruption of "white terror" somewhere in the world. Typical headlines 
reflect this obsessive emphasis: "Mindenlitt terror" (Terror Everywhere), 
"Mozgositanak vilagszerte a feher gardistak" (The White Guards Are 



Mobilizing Worldwide), and "Diihong a nemzetkozi terror" (International 
Terror Rages On).16 Ironically, the only country deemed to be free of 
government-imposed terror was the Soviet Union 

Despite the emphasis on the ubiquity of "white terror" and the 
implication that most of the workers of the world were enslaved and 
denied all rights, the Uj Elore always gave hope that revolutionary change 
was not only possible but perhaps imminent. Nascent uprisings against 
colonial powers were from time to time reported in India, Ireland, or 
South Africa. Stories would tell of repressed workers in Warsaw or Milan 
who were demonstrating or striking. Rallies in support of the Soviet 
Union and in opposition to war were being held in all the major cities of 
the world. From its earliest issues in 1921 and well into the 1930s, the 
pages of the Uj Elore seemed to brim over with anticipation of the 
imminent collapse of the capitalist and imperialist world order and the 
triumph of Communism. This was particularly evident in the first years of 
the Great Depression, when the Western Democracies were truly put to 
the test by widespread poverty and unemployment. 

One subject that particularly interested the editors of the Uj Elore 
and filled many pages over the years were strikes that involved 
Hungarian-American workers. In 1922, for example, a strike by workers 
(most of them Hungarian-American women) in a large cigar factory in 
South Bethlehem received first-hand coverage.17 But the biggest and most 
significant strike involving Hungarian-Americans involved textile workers 
in Passaic, New Jersey.18 The strike, which began in 1925 and lasted for 
over a year, was one of the most important in interwar American history. 
The work force in the Passaic textile plant consisted primarily of East 
European immigrants, of whom Hungarians represented the plurality. 
Several of the strike leaders, including the president of the strikers 
council, were Hungarians. Furthermore, the strike was inspired and led 
primarily by the Communist Party, since the American Federation of 
Labor refused to promote strikes in situations where success was unlikely. 
The Hungarian Language Federation, which was centred in nearby New 
York City, and had some of its largest branches in New Jersey cities close 
to Passaic, played a leading role in what became one of the Communist 
Party's most important labour actions of the 1920s. 

In these circumstances the Uj Elore was able to provide extensive, 
and often first-hand, coverage of the Passaic Textile Strike, which began 
in late 1925. For more than a year the paper offered stories about the 
strike in every issue. Almost surely the Uj Elore covered the story more 



thoroughly than any other American newspaper.19 Of course, the perspec-
tive of the Uj Elore writers was blatantly one-sided: the courageous, 
oppressed, impoverished, and malnourished strikers were being brutally 
repressed by the rapacious capitalist owners who employed gangsters, 
gunmen, and corrupt priests as strikebreakers. Police who broke up picket 
lines were called "blue-coated beasts" (kekkabatos bestiak) or "blood-
thirsty Cossacks." A sampling of headlines reflects these biases: "Uj terror 
uralom a passaiciak ellen" (New Wave of Terror Against the Passaic 
Strikers), "Meg egy orvtamadas a passaiciak ellen" (Another Ambush of 
the Passaic Strikers), and "A passaici szovok Amerika munkasosztalyanak 
hosei" (The Passaic Textile Workers: Heroes of the American Working 
Class).20 Many photographs were published, with an emphasis on illus-
trating the horrible slum housing of the workers and the older women 
who were forced to endure serf-like conditions in the factories. 

Numerous articles that today would be labelled "human interest" 
stories were printed, most of them written by Lajos Kovess, who joined 
the picket lines and visited the workers in their homes. Despite their clear 
ideological slant, these articles provide insights into the mentality and life 
of the workers and reflect the author's earnest sympathy for fellow 
Hungarian-Americans engaged in such a difficult struggle against enor-
mous odds.21 Kovess and the other Uj Elore writers always eschewed any 
hint of Hungarian nationalism in their stories, which emphasized that all 
the strikers, whether Hungarian, Polish, Slovak, or Italian, were brothers 
united in the noble struggle against the rapacious factory owners. 
Throughout 1926 the Uj Elore suggested that the workers would never 
give in and that their example of heroism was sparking a "wave of 
strikes" in other factories. This, however, was not the case, and when the 
strike was finally ended in December, 1926, most of the strikers' demands 
were not met, although a previous wage cut was rescinded and the owners 
pledged that there would be no retaliation against the strikers. Yet far 
from acknowledging defeat, the Uj Elore claimed a victory.22 

One of the most remarkable things about the Uj Elore as a paper 
directed to presumably the poorest and least educated segment of the 
Hungarian-American community was the high level of interest its writers 
evinced in literary and cultural topics. It is one of the paradoxes of this 
Hungarian Communist newspaper that most issues contained, side by side 
with articles of ideological ranting as described above, excerpts from short 
stories and novels of some of the finest writers of the time. Almost from 
the first issue in 1921, the Uj Elore had a section devoted to "szep-



iradalom" (refined literature, or "belles lettres") and a "vasarnapi mellek-
let" (Sunday Supplement). In the latter there were essays not only on 
broad political and philosophical questions, but also on literary and 
artistic topics. Even a partial list of writers who, over the years, had their 
works printed in Uj Elore is most impressive. All of them, of course, 
were for various reasons ideologically acceptable, though few were 
Communists. There were short stories by Theodore Dreiser, Jack London, 
Jaroslav Hasek, Sherwood Anderson, John Dos Passos, and Maxim Gorki; 
poetry by Walt Whitman and Ilya Ehrenburg; excerpts from novels by 
Upton Sinclair, Andre Malraux, Henri Barbusse, and Jaroslav Hasek 
(including a serialization of The Good Soldier Svejk).23 Among Hungarian 
writers who found a place on the pages of Uj Elore were Frigyes 
Karinthy, Lajos Kassak, Jozsef Lengyel, Bela Illes, and Janos Lekai. 
Several of these Hungarian writers had originally published their work 
only in a German language edition, because of the impossibility of 
finding a publisher in Horthy's Hungary. The best example is Janos 
Lekai's novel A mdsik Amerika (The Other America), which at first was 
published in German and Russian, but in Hungarian for the first time only 
in Uj Elore.24 

In addition to the publishing of fiction and frequent book reviews, 
the Uj Elore also took a lively interest in theatre and film. New York 
plays were reviewed, with special focus given to the actor Bela Lugosi, 
who was held in high regard not only because he was a Hungarian but 
also because he was sympathetic to the Communist cause. Hollywood 
films were generally ignored as being ideologically bankrupt, but Soviet 
film production was closely followed and films like Battleship Potemkin 
were accorded the highest accolades. The editors of Uj Elore never 
explained why they placed such a heavy emphasis on cultural affairs in a 
newspaper aimed at the proletariat. Presumably they were acting on the 
principle that even the humblest worker could develop a refined taste and 
appreciate great works of art. One can only wonder if ordinary 
Hungarian-American workers, struggling to make ends meet economi-
cally, had the time or inclination to struggle through a short story by 
Jozsef Lengyel or a novel by Andre Malraux. 

Although stories about strikes, the "horrors" of the Horthy regime, 
and ubiquitous examples of "white terror" provided the most sensational 
headlines in the Uj Elore, and significant attention was given to cultural 
and literary topics, much of the space in the typical issue of six pages was 
taken up with reports on the fairly humdrum local activities of branches 



of the Hungarian Language Federation, which were located in all of the 
major Hungarian-American communities. A present-day reader perusing 
the pages of the Uj Elore in its sixteen year existence could easily gain 
the impression that the Communist movement had taken strong hold 
among Hungarian-American workers. There were constant reports of a 
whole range of Party activities that suggested a dynamic movement with 
enthusiastic public support. One city with a large number of Hungarian-
Americans, Perth Amboy, might serve as an illustration. Almost every 
edition of Uj Elore reported on newsworthy Communist-related happen-
ings in that New Jersey city, including lectures, rallies, picnics, workers' 
schools, and even "evening teas" (sponsored by the Perth Amboy Workers 
Gymnastic Club). Children of Perth Amboy workers attended meetings of 
the "pioneer csoport" (pioneer group). Workers could spend their free 
time attending a meeting of the "Szovjet Baratok Szovetsege" (Society of 
Friends of the Soviet Union). Women had their own "Munkasnok kore" 
(Women Workers Circle). Readers of the paper in Perth Amboy some-
times wrote letters to the editor. Invariably such "letters to the editor," 
supposedly sent from the major centres of Hungarian-American life, 
praised the wonderful service provided by the Uj Elore. On the frequent 
occasions when workers were called on to hold rallies for one or another 
cause, the diligent Communist workers of Perth Amboy seemed always 
eager to comply. Yet internal records of the American Communist Party 
tell a much different story. The number of dues-paying members of the 
Hungarian Language Federation in 1921, the year of the founding of Uj 
Elore, was a mere 84. This increased to 311 by 1923 and to a peak of 
550 in 1925. Thereafter the membership total dropped steadily and 
reached a low point of 205 in 1929.25 Since the majority of these dues-
paying members resided in New York City and Cleveland, the number in 
a city like Perth Amboy could not have exceeded ten or twelve. Thus, the 
feverish activity reported in the Uj Elore, if not simply invented out of 
thin air, was conducted by a handful of hardcore Party members. The 
harsh reality, which of course was never hinted at in the newspaper and 
was probably never even acknowledged privately by members of the 
editorial board, was that the Communist movement had little appeal to 
most Hungarian-American workers, let alone to those who were making 
their way into the middle class. Whether because of devotion to their 
Church, Hungarian patriotism (often expressed through support for the 
revision of the Treaty of Trianon), loyalty to their new homeland, or 
belief that their children would benefit from the "American dream" even 



though they themselves had to endure hardship, most Hungarian-
Americans remained indifferent if not hostile to those who were advo-
cating the overthrow of the American government and a radical reordering 
of society. For many workers the Uj Elore was at best a curiosity; for the 
better educated it was a wretched publication that "had no serious follow-
ing here [New Yorkj and even less in the countryside."26 

The failure of the Communist Party to become anything ap-
proaching a mass movement was one of the reasons for the constant 
financial problems confronting the editors of the Uj Elore. Of course, 
most newspapers published for immigrant communities had a difficult 
time surviving in the United States during the interwar period. In most 
cases, income from sales of the paper had to be supplemented by profits 
from the Uj Elore Book Store in New York, advertising revenue, and 
subsidies or gifts received from other sources. The Uj Elore s two main 
rivals, which also appeared daily, were Szabadsag (a liberal nationalist 
paper with a circulation of over 30,000) and Amerikai Magyar Nepszava 
(a mildly socialist paper with a similar circulation). Both papers struggled 
to survive, but each had special advantages: Szabadsag had the support of 
a wide array of church and civic organizations, and Nepszava received 
substantial subsidies from the Horthy government.27 Uj Elore did receive 
a kind of subsidy from the American Communist Party: a proportion of 
all dues collected from members of the Hungarian Federation were used 
to pay the salary of the members of the central committee of the 
Federation. Since these individuals were usually also members of the 
editorial board of the newspaper, a portion of the normal expenses of 
publishing the paper was met. However, income from sales of the 
newspaper covered only one quarter of the budget.28 Most readers of the 
newspaper obtained their copies by mail subscription, some from as far 
away as Moscow.29 Newsstand sales were significant only in certain parts 
of New York City and Cleveland. Elsewhere, candy stores and newsstands 
generally refused to sell what the owners considered a disreputable or 
marginal newspaper.30 The circulation figures that the Uj Elore editor 
provided in its annual reports to the Central Executive Committee of the 
Communist Party generally ranged from 8,000 to 10,000, although this 
figure fell as low as 6,200 in 1931.31 However, these data were 
misleading, since many thousands of copies of the newspaper were 
apparently distributed free of charge. In fact, the paid circulation (sub-
scriptions and newsstand sales) probably amounted to only 3,000 or 
4,000. 



To meet the paper's annual budget of roughly $80,000, the editors 
relied heavily on various cost-cutting measures, fundraising events, paid 
advertisements, and donations. Among the cost-cutting measures was the 
reduction of the size of the paper from the original eight pages to six, and 
the later decision to discontinue publication of the Sunday Supplement. 
Some savings were achieved in the late 1920s when, at the urging of 
Jozsef Peter, an agreement was reached for the Daily Worker to move 
from Chicago to New York and to make use of the Uj Elore printing 
press. The subsequent move in 1931 by the Uj Elore to Cleveland was 
also based partly on financial factors, although the argument was also 
made that Cleveland was more centrally located in terms of the 
Hungarian-American communities of Detroit, Chicago, and Pittsburgh. 

As for fundraising activities, the most popular were the annual Uj 
Elore picnic, held in the 1920s on Long Island, and the annual "Uj Elore 
days" in a number of Hungarian-American communities.32 Despite the 
strident anti-capitalist orientation of the Uj Elore, ads were accepted from 
major companies such as Chesterfields cigarettes and Borden milk. 
However, apparently few major companies regarded this Communist 
newspaper aimed at the poorest workers as a profitable place to advertise 
their product. Most of the ads in Uj Elore were for bakeries, restaurants, 
banks, and travel agents that catered to Hungarian-American communities. 
The form of income that was most critical to the survival of Uj Elore was 
donations, which typically represented some 25% to 30% of the budget. 
These sometimes came as $1.00 or $2.00 gifts from ordinary workers, but 
much more important were the more substantial gifts from wealthier 
people (not always of Hungarian origin) who were willing to support 
what they regarded as a worthy publication promoting progressive causes. 
But such donations did not come in a steady flow, and the result was that 
the newspaper was in a continuing financial crisis throughout its sixteen 
year existence. The annual deficit reached as high as $10,000 in 1926.33 

Every two or three years huge headlines in the paper would declare that 
the very survival of Uj Elore was in doubt: "Veszelyben az Uj Eldre\" 
(The Uj Elore is in Danger) or "A megsziines veszelye elott a lap!" (The 
Paper Stands in Danger of Disappearing). Periodic subscription and 
donation campaigns were launched to ensure the survival of the paper. 
Daily counts of new subscriptions appeared in the paper. Occasionally 
prominent Americans with left-wing sympathies were asked to give their 
moral support.34 In addition prize competitions were held to reward those 
who brought in the most new subscriptions. In the 1926 competition first 



prize was a round-trip ticket to Moscow. The budget crisis was at times 
so severe that the size of the paper had to be reduced. In the late 1920s 
the Sunday supplement was discontinued. In 1923 and again in 1930 and 
1931 the paper appeared for a few days in a 2-page edition. 

These fundraising drives always ended with the good news that 
the Uj Elore had been saved, but invariably donations soon fell off again, 
new subscribers failed to re-subscribe, and the budget crisis reappeared. 
Two other factors contributed to the financial problems and made it 
difficult for the Uj Elore to become an efficiently operated business. In its 
sixteen year existence the paper had to defend itself against a number of 
lawsuits filed by individuals who claimed that articles in the Uj Elore 
were libelous. In some cases these were frivolous actions taken by 
ideological enemies to embarrass the Uj Elore editors and to weaken the 
paper financially. Some lawsuits, however, were fully justified. The 
writers for the Uj Elore were fiercely combative and felt no compunction 
about making wild and scurrilous statements about their enemies. The 
result was that articles in the Uj Elore routinely contained personal 
invectives and vile accusations aimed at a whole range of individuals and 
groups, since virtually all non-Communist American groups were regarded 
as ruthless and despicable enemies. Thus, the American Federation of 
Labor was declared to be pro-fascist and those who espoused a social 
democratic program were "social fascists." The favourite targets of abuse 
were the two major Hungarian-American newspapers, Szabadsdg and 
Nepszava. They were accused of having sold out to the Horthy regime 
and having become "tools of the capitalists and bourgeoisie."3'' Writers for 
these rival newspapers were typically liberal and democratic in their 
ideological orientation, but were nonetheless described in the Uj Elore as 
"lackeys of Horthy" or worse. Such individuals were frequently accused 
of fraudulent activity, financial chicanery, or being on the payroll of 
fascist groups or countries.36 When several of the lawsuits against Uj 
Elore in the 1920s were successful, the paper had to make court-ordered 
payments of $1000 or $2000. The most serious lawsuits, however, came 
in the early 1930s when a Catholic monk residing in Detroit claimed he 
had been libelled and demanded $100,000 in compensation. A concurrent 
lawsuit for defamation of character was launched by an individual named 
Vassas, whom the Uj Elore called a "Rakoczi-Horthy fascist."37 These 
cases dragged on for years and finally, confronted by the prospect of a 
long and costly court battle and possible loss of the case, the editors 
successfully filed for bankruptcy in 1934,38 avoided financial disaster, and 



ensured the survival of the paper for several more years. Court records at 
the time showed that Uj Elore had liabilities of $124,782, and assets of 
only $1,660.39 

In surveying the broader themes dealt with on a regular basis in 
the sixteen year existence of the Uj Elore, three stand out as offering 
particularly useful insights into the psychological and ideological 
perspectives of the paper's editors and writers. These are the images 
presented in the paper of three countries of most concern to the publishers 
and readers of the Uj Elore: Hungary, the Soviet Union, and the United 
States. 

The attitude toward Hungary expressed by the writers for Uj 
Elore was in some ways ambivalent. On the one hand, Communist 
ideology made it impossible for them to think or write in nationalistic 
terms. They vehemently condemned the nationalist spirit that prevailed in 
most Hungarian-American associations and press organs, and that found 
its most frequent expression in the campaign for revision of the Treaty of 
Trianon. For the Hungarian Communists the campaign for treaty 
revisionism was a "fascist plot" that was designed merely to solidify 
Horthy's counter-revolutionary regime. Once Communism triumphed in 
Hungary and elsewhere in Eastern Europe, border problems would in 
some way dissipate.40 However, the unspoken assumption of most of the 
Hungarian-Americans who wrote for the Uj Elore was that they would 
return some day to Hungary, once the evil Horthy regime had been 
toppled and a progressive government had been installed. Few of them 
seemed to have any special attachment to America. One finds in the pages 
of Uj Elore hints that these Communists living in the United States still 
retained a kind of patriotism and a respect for certain Hungarian cultural 
and historical traditions. Thus, although the Hungarian Soviet Republic of 
Bela Kun was constantly discussed and described as the key event in 
Hungarian history, some attention and respect was accorded Sandor Petofi 
and the achievements of the 1848-49 revolutionaries. 

Since it was Regent Horthy who had forced them into exile in the 
first place, and prevented them from returning to their native land because 
of the dictatorship he had established, the writers and editors of the Uj 
Elore had a special loathing for the "bloodthirsty admiral." Indeed, hatred 
for Miklos Horthy was a kind of "raison d'etre" for these frustrated and 
embittered emigres. They expressed their contempt for him and his regime 
in a constant stream of vitriolic articles from the first days of the Uj Elore 
in 1921 to the very end in 1937. Every possible term of abuse to ridicule 



Horthy and his collaborators was employed. Horthy was the original and 
most despicable practitioner of "white terror." He was a "butcher," a 
"murderer," an "assassin," and a "bloodsucking vampire." As early as 
1922 he was already deemed a "fascist," indeed a far more sinister figure 
than Mussolini himself. Conditions in Hungary, which was routinely 
called "Horthyorszag" (Horthy's Land), were described as horrible beyond 
belief. As one Uj Elore headline put it: "Horthyorszag: Nyomor, Nyomor, 
Nyomor" (Horthy's Land: Misery, Misery, Misery). The Horthy regime 
exemplified all of the worst and most debased evils of capitalism and 
fascism: persecution of the proletariat; exploitation of the poor by the rich 
and powerful ("elosdiseg"); hatred, but also, fear of Soviet power; base 
corruption. The Uj Elore regularly predicted catastrophe for Hungarian 
workers and farm labourers: "Egyetlen nagy borton lesz Horthyorszag" 
(Horthy Land Will Become One Huge Prison), "Horthyek ket es fel 
million embert iteltek halalra" (The Horthyites Have Condemned Two and 
a Half Million People to Death); "Negy millio ehezo paraszt" (Four 
Million Starving Peasants).42 When conventional language did not suffice, 
Uj Elore writers turned to poetry: 

Edes foldem, Magyarorszag 
De megiilt a szomorusag. 
Fejiink felett feher atok. 

Sadness has engulfed Hungary, 
My dear native country, 
Over our heads hangs a white curse.43 

All signs of more moderate or liberal policy initiatives on the part of the 
Horthy government were quickly dismissed by the Uj Elore. Thus, when 
Regent Horthy issued a "Christmas amnesty" to many political prisoners 
in December, 1921, the response in the Uj Elore was that this was just 
another duplicitous move and in reality an intensification of class warfare. 
The response was similar when Horthy issued another more wide-ranging 
amnesty in 1930 on the tenth anniversary of his election to the regency.44 

Since the Hungarian-American Communists could not strike a 
direct blow against the Horthy government in their native land, they took 
every opportunity to attempt to mobilize American and world opinion 
against the hated regime. Rallies and demonstrations were frequently 
organized in Washington and New York City. In the late 1920s and early 
1930s these drew sizable crowds, and the Communist backed 



"Anti-Horthy League" attracted members from democratic and socialist 
groups. When Hungarian delegations were sent to the United States to 
gain support for the regime in Budapest and for the campaign to revise 
the Treaty of Trianon, the Uj Elore attempted to ridicule and embarrass 
them. On occasion they were successful in their efforts. For example, in 
1927 a number of nationalistic American-Hungarian groups, in coopera-
tion with the Hungarian government, began plans to erect a statue of 
Lajos Kossuth in New York. It was asserted that no city with a Hungarian 
community as large as that of New York should be without a memorial to 
the great Hungarian statesman and national hero. From the start the 
writers of Uj Elore condemned this plan as a way of strengthening the 
Horthy regime by stoking the fires of chauvinism and treaty revisionism. 
When the official ceremony dedicating the statue took place on March 15, 
1928, the foremost Hungarian national holiday, hecklers dispatched by the 
Hungarian Federation were on hand to disrupt the festivities. Then, in the 
middle of the ceremony, came the crowning touch: an airplane appeared 
overhead and dropped thousands of leaflets that denounced the "Horthy-
ites" and described all those who collaborated with the Hungarian dictator 
in erecting the Kossuth statue as "Horthy lackeys." All of this was 
described in gleeful and triumphal articles in Uj Elore over the following 
several days.45 To the delight of the Uj Elore editors, there was even a 
story about the "successful" demonstration in the New York Times. Years 
later Hungarian Communists who had participated in this demonstration 
recalled it as one of the great triumphs of their careers, the one notable 
victory (albeit symbolic) over the hated Horthy regime.46 

The image of the Soviet Union presented to the readers of Uj 
Elore was in very stark contrast to the depiction of Horthy's Hungary. 
Here was a country where the interests of the proletariat were truly 
paramount. Workers and peasants were treated with dignity and all the 
evil remnants of capitalism and imperialism were being eliminated. In the 
process age-old problems of human society were being solved by the 
application of "Soviet power." Prostitution had been eliminated and 
former prostitutes were being trained in new jobs. Invalids and retired 
people who had suffered under the tsarist regime were now being treated 
with dignity, whereas in capitalist countries they would be forced into 
panhandling.47 Perhaps to contradict the stories that sometimes appeared 
in the non-Communist American press about political oppression, 
starvation, and primitive conditions in the Soviet Union, frequent photos 



were printed showing happy, smiling workers, heroic pilots, well 
nourished and healthy children, and attractive female athletes. 

In terms of economic development, the glories of Communist 
central planning and the five year plans were constantly extolled in the Uj 
Elore. The Soviet Union was depicted as the richest country in the world, 
one that was reaching new heights of economic and agricultural 
production. It was argued that because Soviet workers were treated so 
well, they gave their all, unlike workers in capitalist countries who had no 
incentive to work hard. As a result the first five year plan was achieved in 
only three years. Soviet science and industry were said to be marching 
ahead of that of other industrialized countries, including the United States. 
In 1930 the remarkable and totally implausible assertion was made that 
eight million automobiles would soon be produced annually in the Soviet 
Union, twice that of the United States.48 The superior achievements of 
Soviet science and engineering were often cited, including the Moscow 
subway, Soviet zeppelins (which, unlike their American counterparts, 
never crashed), and splendid new fighter planes, which were designed 
solely for defensive purposes, since the Soviet Union was a peace-loving 
country. The editors of Uj Elore were so confident of their position that 
in 1936 they even cited a report published in Szabadsdg about the 
existence of secret Soviet labour camps in Siberia. This accusation, they 
asserted, was an obvious fabrication and showed how reactionary and 
fascist the Szabadsdg had become.49 

Frequent testimonies about the good life now available to workers 
in Soviet Russia appeared in the Uj Elore. Hungarian-Americans who 
visited the USSR wrote glowing accounts of the workers' paradise that 
was being created. They described the ample food, clean housing, and 
dignified treatment of workers, who responded by working hard because 
they knew they were the real owners of their factories and not the 
rapacious capitalists. Some visitors could hardly hold in their admiration 
and excitement. One declared that he wanted to burst out in song about 
the wondrous Communist city of Moscow, for it embodied "the future, 
love, happiness, and prosperity."50 

Hungarian-American workers were encouraged to emigrate to and 
settle in the Soviet Union. Those who did so also sent reports to the Uj 
Elore that sang the praises of their new home. A Hungarian engineer 
reported that he was given a warm welcome in his new homeland and 
that he had been assigned a four room apartment with a constant supply 
of hot water. He encouraged other engineers and scientists to join him.51 



Ordinary factory workers also joined this chorus of praise. The Uj Elore 
even reported that Hungarian-American workers in the Soviet Union were 
so quickly integrated into the Soviet work force that some had become 
model workers, Stakhanovites.52 Even the children of emigrants to the 
Soviet Union had their say. One, Joe Fejes, wrote to the English-language 
"Youth Page" and offered an exuberant account of his comfortable life in 
Soviet Russia. A writer for the "Youth Page" of Uj Elore added that 
Soviet young people were "the happiest in the world." They were well fed 
and received an education that turned them "away from the flippancy and 
emptiness of capitalism to the seriousness and purposefulness of 
Socialism."53 

If Miklos Horthy was depicted in the Uj Elore as the devil 
incarnate, the Soviet leaders were treated as saintly or even divine figures. 
Special reverence and adulation was accorded Lenin, the wise leader and 
hero of the Revolution. His date of death was commemorated each year 
with articles and poems and rallies were organized in New York to 
honour his memory.54 By the 1930s the cult of Stalin already prevalent in 
the Soviet Union began to take hold in American Communist 
publications. In Uj Elore Stalin was called "the great teacher" and the 
"standard-bearer of Leninism." Flattering photographs of Stalin suggesting 
a wise and just leader appeared frequently. By 1937 Stalin was being 
depicted in the same sycophantic and obsequious manner as had become 
the practice in Soviet Russia at the time.55 

Although the images of Horthy's Hungary and the Soviet Union in 
Uj Elore were clearly defined and delineated, the image of the United 
States of America was a good deal more ambiguous. In retrospect this can 
be attributed to a huge gulf between the perceptions and assumptions of 
ordinary Hungarian Americans, almost all of whom had arrived in the 
country before 1914, and the Hungarian Communists in the Communist 
Party leadership, most of whom had arrived only after 1919. The 
Hungarian immigrants before 1914 had made the difficult journey from 
the heart of Europe to the New World because they had come to believe 
that America was the "land of opportunity." For a variety of reasons a 
number had subsequently returned to Hungary, but the vast majority 
chose to settle in the United States permanently. Though they had 
discovered that in fact American streets were not "paved in gold," most 
had faith in American democracy and believed that by hard work and 
education they, and above all their children, had a good chance to prosper 
and move up in society.56 



Confident in the correctness of Communist ideology, the editors 
of the Uj Elore took on as one of their primary missions the task of 
disabusing Hungarian-Americans of what they regarded as their 
fundamentally flawed ideas about America. They believed that though the 
United States was undoubtedly a rich country that had developed truly 
efficient methods of industrial production, the only ones who truly 
benefited were the capitalists and bourgeoisie, who greedily hoarded all 
the profits. Writers for the Uj Elore wished to show "the other 
America"(a masik Amerika), the land of grinding poverty, hopelessness, 
police oppression, and discrimination,57 John Lassen (Janos Lekai), the 
author of a novel with the title A masik Amerika, employed both fiction 
and non-fiction to persuade his readers. He argued, for example, that just 
as the Hungarians had arrived as third-class passengers on the giant 
steamships, so they remained third-class citizens in their new country.58 In 
America, especially in the large cities like New York, prospects for the 
Hungarian-Americans were depicted as bleak and futile. Their lives, 
according to one Uj Elore writer, were a litany of monotonous and 
dreadful conditions: slum housing, tuberculosis, the breadline, the time 
clock, and the lunch bag. Indeed, New York was "an open wound of the 
proletariat."59 

The editors and writers of the Uj Elore had no faith in American 
democracy. To them it was a complete sham, a confidence trick worked 
by the Wall Street capitalists who controlled the country. The only people 
who truly had freedom of speech in the United States were those "who 
represented the interests of the bourgeoisie." When the workers tried to 
act on their own behalf, by striking in factories or holding protest 
meetings, they were suppressed by fascist-style police forces.60 In truth, 
the arbiters of the so-called American democracy were such groups as the 
Ku Klux Klan, Wall Street, the American Legion, and the corrupt FBI. 
They, the true "wire-pullers" of the American government, constantly 
resorted to terror to smash the workers and suppress all truly democratic 
and progressive movements.61 In the Uj Elore one also finds frequent 
attempts to debunk respected figures and national heroes in American 
history. Thus, there were frequent articles designed to contradict the 
traditional, reverential portrayals of George Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln in American school books. Washington, for example, was said to 
be a poorly educated man who fought purely to advance bourgeois and 
capitalist goals. He was indifferent to, indeed even hostile towards, the 
interests of ordinary American workers.62 



In the 1920s, and especially the 1930s, one issue that confronted 
all the East European immigrant groups in the United States was to what 
extent the English language should be incorporated into their newspapers 
and other publications.63 The underlying assumption of the editors of Uj 
Elore was that Hungarian-American workers would in time merge with 
other immigrant groups and form just another part of the American 
proletariat. Despite the fact that Uj Elore published the works of many 
Hungarian poets and novelists, in fact, as one historian has put it, they 
"did not see their tasks as safeguarding and preserving the consciousness 
of being Hungarian for the future."64 In the early 1920s Jozsef Pogany 
(John Pepper) was a strong advocate of the need to learn English. Writing 
in 1922, he pointed out that only 46% of Hungarian-Americans had 
learned to speak English. He argued that the Communist movement could 
never succeed in America as long as it was regarded as a European 
phenomenon. Thus, the immigrants (and not just Hungarians) needed to 
make the effort to learn to speak English.65 

Nonetheless, the Uj Elore remained until its demise in 1937 
almost entirely a Hungarian language newspaper. Though the editors and 
writers of the paper all learned English and could have written acceptable 
articles in English, the reality was that most of their readers were 
members of the first generation of Hungarian-Americans who knew little 
or no English. To cater to the second generation who were learning 
English in the schools, the Uj Elore introduced in 1929 a "Pioneer Youth" 
page. This continued, off and on, for several years, but seems not to have 
been a success in attracting Hungarian-American youth. The articles on 
the "Pioneer Youth" page, which were reprints of pieces originally 
published elsewhere, were aimed at American young people of all ethnic 
origins, not specifically Hungarian. Moreover, they were essentially just 
simplified versions of the heavily ideological articles that appeared in all 
American Communist publications of that era. However, after the move of 
the Uj Elore to Cleveland in 1931, a new "Youth Page" was introduced. 
The articles were written for the most part by amateur journalists from the 
Cleveland area, probably the children of Communist functionaries. 
Although the writers of the "Youth Page," like their predecessors, used 
the usual Communist formulae and jargon, in time they introduced 
features that probably were of greater interest to young people. There 
were frequent updates on youth baseball, basketball, and soccer leagues, 
as well as announcements for dances, excursions, and high school events. 
By 1937 there must have been doubts in the minds of at least some of the 



editors of the Uj Elore that the Hungarian-American youth at which the 
"Youth Page" was directed were actually going to become the kind of 
"true believers" who had founded the newspaper. 

The writers for the Uj Elore, who throughout the 1920s had 
predicted that the American capitalist system contained the seeds of its 
own destruction and that before long the workers would rise up and seize 
power, must have felt vindicated when, beginning in 1929, what became 
known as the Great Depression began. Now the Uj Elore could depict, 
without the usual exaggeration, the grave economic problems of capitalist 
America, since strikes, breadlines, unemployment, and wage-cuts were a 
reality for millions of Americans. Uj Elore's accounts of massive labour 
unrest, the misery of the workers, and the imminent collapse of capitalism 
reached a crescendo in 1934 and 1935. Yet a curious thing then 
happened. Just as it seemed that all of the impossible dreams about the 
collapse of the capitalist system might come true, the Uj Elore underwent 
a remarkable, indeed startling, transformation. To a certain extent in 1935, 
but more noticeably in 1936, most of the hardline positions that the Uj 
Elore had clung to stubbornly for over a decade, were softened and, in 
some cases, simply abandoned. Suddenly it became possible to envision 
an acceptable reforming government in Washington. The socialists, long 
vilified as "social fascists," were now deemed suitable political partners. 
Moderate Hungarian political figures who had always been mocked and 
ridiculed now were treated respectfully and even allowed to voice their 
opinions in the pages of the Uj Elore. 

This dramatic transformation occurred not because of a change of 
heart among the editors of Uj Elore, but because of a major policy 
reversal proclaimed by the Comintern in Moscow. In 1935 Communists 
worldwide were being called on to support "popular fronts," that is to 
cooperate with all political and ideological groups and parties that were 
hostile to Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. In similar situations in the past 
the Hungarian-American Communists had always managed to make the 
necessary adjustments, even when the shifts in the party line were 
puzzling or embarrassing.66 But the call for a "popular front" was a 
particularly difficult pill to swallow. Some of the changes thought 
desirable were fairly cosmetic in nature. For example, on February 6, 
1936, without any explanation, the masthead of the paper was changed 
from "All Power to the Workers!" to "For the Struggle Against War and 
Fascism! For the Defense of Immigrants!" Much more difficult to accept 
and to implement were changes into fundamental ideological positions 



that had always been the trademark of the Uj Elore. The paper had 
always taken a very hostile position against the two traditional American 
political parties, Democratic and Republican. No exception had been 
made for Franklin Roosevelt, though many Americans regarded his New 
Deal legislation as quite radical. In the pages of the Uj Elore from 1933 
to 1935, Roosevelt's New Deal was depicted as just a new way to 
perpetuate "the brutal oppression of the workers and push for a new war." 
Roosevelt's "rosy promises" merely resulted in continued suppression of 
workers, assassination of strikers, and pampering of the Wall Street 
moguls. Indeed, Roosevelt had made a pact with Wall Street to pave the 
way for a purely fascist system. In short, Roosevelt was "the working-
man's greatest enemy."67 

Having taken such outrageous positions, it is understandable that 
the paper's editors would be a bit puzzled about how to develop a new 
image of Roosevelt in accordance with the new Comintern directives. But 
they proceeded to do so, step by step. The focus of the Uj Elo're's 
invective gradually shifted to certain critics of Roosevelt, such as the 
extreme right-winger Father Coughlin. Notice was taken when Roosevelt 
made a cautious condemnation of Italian aggression in Ethiopia. Flattering 
photos of the president now appeared, without the caustic descriptive 
notes that had always accompanied such photos in the past. In the election 
campaign of 1936, although the American Communist Party fielded a 
candidate, Earl Browder, the Uj Elore actually printed a guest column that 
suggested that Communists might be wiser to vote for Roosevelt than 
Browder, because the main objective was to defeat the Republican 
candidate.68 By 1937 the transformation was complete. An editorial in 
March criticized the reactionary forces in Congress that were opposing the 
president's democratic policies. It was even conceded that "public opinion 
approved Roosevelt's plans, as a step in the right direction."69 

When Earl Browder, in the spirit of the Popular Front movement, 
declared that "Communism is 20th Century Americanism," this too 
seemed to require some adjustments by Communist newspapers. For Uj 
Elore this meant, among other things, that certain previous interpretations 
of American history had to be completely altered. American national 
heroes now were presented in a new, much more positive, light. Abraham 
Lincoln was described as "one of the greatest representatives of the 
American revolutionary tradition." In fact, he had much in common with 
Communist leaders such as Karl Marx and Earl Browder. George 
Washington was also rehabilitated. Now he was declared to be "an 



American revolutionary whose example should be followed in the 
1930s."70 

It was apparently a desire to demonstrate the "Americanism" of 
the Uj Elore and to make it appear more like a typical American 
newspaper that prompted the editors to introduce certain new columns and 
features that must have startled, and perhaps even alarmed, its long-time 
readers. There was a much greater emphasis on sports reporting, with 
special attention to Hungarian-Americans, like the boxer Bob Pastor, who 
were successful on the national scene. Photographs of Hollywood movie 
stars, including women in skimpy outfits, now became regular fare. Even 
more jarring was the increasing coverage of the activities of European 
royalty. Various dukes, duchesses, and heirs to the throne were treated in 
a sympathetic way, the stories often accompanied by flattering 
photographs. 

In 1936 and 1937 perhaps the most difficult assignment for the 
editors and writers of the Uj Elore was to find a way to embrace former 
ideological enemies who now had to be depicted as suitable partners for 
cooperation in a Popular Front coalition. Yet this too was accomplished. 
Oszkar Jaszi, a scholar with a liberal and democratic political orientation, 
had often been vilified in the pages of Uj Elore in the 1920s. In 1937 an 
article by Jaszi on the dangers of fascism appeared in the paper. When 
another former enemy, Janos Hock, a colleague of Mihaly Karolyi, died 
in 1936 after having returned to Hungary, the obituary in the Uj Elore 
praised him as a valiant fighter against fascism.71 And although right up 
to the end in 1937 the Uj Elore continued to portray Horthy's Hungary in 
the harshest light,72 even here a slightly more conciliatory position can be 
detected. Count Istvan Bethlen had always been depicted as one of the 
diabolical masterminds of fascist "Horthy Land." But in September, 1937 
the paper reported, in a very respectful manner, on a speech that Bethlen 
had made in which he warned against the threat posed by Nazi 
Germany.73 

One news story that appeared in the final months of life of the Uj 
Elore provides a poignant perspective on the strange, and now dying, 
world of the Uj Elore. In the early summer of 1937 rumours had begun to 
spread that Bela Kun had been arrested by Stalin's secret police and had 
been executed. An official denial was issued by the Soviet government, 
but the non-Communist Hungarian-American press nonetheless suggested 
that the rumours were true. The Uj Elore immediately labelled such 
stories as complete fabrications, for the Soviet government would 



certainly not lie about such a grave matter.74 The truth, of course, was that 
Kun had indeed been arrested, though not yet executed. Perhaps even 
some of the editors of the Uj Elore may have had the uneasy feeling that 
the Stalinist regime was more oppressive than they could have ever 
suspected. If so, they might have reasoned that the Uj Elore had fulfilled 
its historical purpose and no longer had a role to play in a greatly 
transformed world. 

Whatever the precise reasoning, on October 25, 1937 it was 
announced in the Uj Elore that the editors and writers of the paper had 
decided to "join in a united front to publish a new newspaper for 
Hungarian-Americans, the Amerikai Magyar Vilag." This was being done 
because democracy was threatened all over the world by international 
fascism, and only cooperation with "all freedom-loving and anti-fascist 
groups would ensure ultimate victory." In retrospect, once the American 
Communist Party embraced the Popular Front policy, the Uj Elore in its 
traditional format could not survive. The issue of October 25 was the last 
in the sixteen year existence of the Uj Elore. 

* * * 

This study of a Hungarian-American Communist newspaper offers 
insights into both the mentality of a certain group of emigre Hungarians 
and the experiences of Hungarian-American workers in the interwar 
period. As has been seen, the pages of the Uj Elore over the years were 
filled with lies and distortions, yet they did reflect the fears and hopes of 
the cadre of editors and writers who were true believers in the Communist 
ideology. Their hatred of Miklos Horthy was fuelled by personal resent-
ments, for they had been forced to leave their homeland and become in 
effect professional emigres. They portrayed the Soviet Union as a para-
dise, because it was gratifying to believe that the ideology they professed 
was actually being implemented. They found it impossible to see anything 
progressive in American society or political life, and were perplexed that 
most Hungarian-Americans did not share this view. 

Given this mentality, one can see why the world of the Uj Elore 
was a strange one indeed. In effect, this newspaper practiced an early 
version of what later would be called socialist realism, that is the 
depiction of society or the world as it should be or was moving toward, 
but not necessarily as it actually was. The paper reported extensively on 



the many Communis t -sponsored activities in Hungar ian-Amer ican 
communi t ies , yet party membership was actually negligible. The paper 
accused its political and press rivals of lies and corruption, yet the Uj 
Elore's basic approach to the news was predicated on lies, decept ions, and 
distortions. Because of the ideological bl inders that they unconsciously 
wore, the editors could not even imagine that the true land of terror in the 
interwar per iod was not Hungary but Soviet Russia, and that the atrocities 
commit ted by the Horthy regime were relatively minor compared to what 
Stalin carr ied out. 

Read ing through the entire run of the Uj Elore, it must be 
conceded, can be a laborious task. Yet that newspaper o f fe rs a window 
into not only a strange but, in many ways , a fascinating world. The 
historian will f ind much that could be considered untapped primary 
sources, including interesting accounts of labour strikes in which 
Hungar ian-Amer icans participated (most notably the Passaic Texti le 
Strike), memoi r s of participants in World W a r I and the Hungar ian Soviet 
Republic , immigrant accounts of the journey to the United States, and a 
large body of largely unknown fiction by Hungarian authors. 
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