
Appendices 

An Introduction 

The appendices to this study consist of the texts of the Globe and Mail 
editorials of the 24th and 26th of November, 1956, and the report of the Hon. 
John Yaremko, B.A., Q.C., LL.B., LL.D., Dr. rer. Pol. (Hon.), of Toronto, 
about his visit to Austria in the late fall of the same year. The report was 
delivered, as a speech by Yaremko himself, to the Legislature of Ontario on 
February 4, 1957. See the Legislature of Ontario Debates, Official Report -
Daily Edition, Third Session of the Twenty-Fifth Legislature, Monday, 
February 4, 1957 (Toronto: The Queen's Printer, 1957), 104-113. 

Appendix I contains the Globe editorials. These constituted the most 
severe denunciations of the Ottawa government's half-hearted responses to the 
Hungarian refugee crisis in Austria. The editorial of November 24 demanded 
that the Ontario Government establish an air-lift to bring to Ontario, free of 
charge, all Hungarian refugees who wanted to come, while the editorial two 
days later praised the government at Queen's Park for accepting this idea and 
taking measures to implement it, thereby preparing the way to provide for the 
refugees the "biggest welcome we ever gave anybody." These developments 
amounted to an attempt by the Toronto Tory establishment to embarrass the 
ruling Liberal Party in Ottawa in anticipation of the federal election campaign 
of 1957. 

Mr. Yaremko's mission to Austria, the subject of Appendix II, had its 
origins in this same plot but, by the time it took place, it did not play any role 
in it. That is, it had minimum impact on provincial-federal relations and the 
jockeying between Canada's two main political parties for popular support 
among the country's electorate. Nevertheless it probably had an effect on 
public opinion. It might have persuaded those members of the Ontario 
Legislature who were not quite convinced of the wisdom of bringing 
thousands of Hungarian refugees to the province that it was all right to do so, 
that the Province was capable of absorbing such an influx of newcomers and 
that the refugees would be capable of adjusting to Canadian life. The 
circumstance that the report's author was himself a child of East European 
immigrants was important. Yaremko was proof positive of the fact that 
"ethnics" can adjust to Canadian life and succeed in this country as well as 
any WASP individual can. 



His report, however, has further significance. For us two generations 
later it is a storehouse of first-hand information on the conditions that refugees 
from Hungary faced in their attempts to escape from communist rule, and the 
conditions they found awaiting them in Austrian refugee camps. The report 
also gives some information on how Austrian officials dealt with the refugee 
crisis of the fall and early winter of 1956, as well as on how Canadian officials 
in Austria tackled the difficult situation — the masses of fugitives far in excess 
of what anyone was prepared for — they encountered at the time. 

In discussing the coming of the 1956 refugees to Canada it should be 
emphasized that Hungarians were fortunate to have had a man such as 
Yaremko to speak on their behalf in the inner circles of power in Canada's 
largest city and richest province. If indeed, as Mr. Yaremko claims, the idea of 
establishing an air-lift was implanted in the mind of Premier Frost by him, and 
perhaps also indirectly in the minds of the editors of the Globe newspaper, he 
certainly played a significant role in the chain of events that led to Canada's 
decision to welcome the refugees with generosity unparalleled in the country's 
history. What exactly happened in this connection might never become 
completely clear. The documents dealing with the subject of Hungarian 
refugees in the records of the Government of Ontario are silent on this matter. 
We do not have the memoirs written by Leslie Frost or his right-hand-man in 

this matter William M. Nickle. Federal documents relating to the subject, 
though they are more abundant and a lot more accessible than the provincial 
ones, are also silent on the subject — obviously as no one in Ottawa knew 
what transpired behind the scenes in Toronto. Whatever direct role Mr. 
Yaremko played in the events of the third week of November may never be 
documented precisely, but his influence thereafter can only be considered as 
positive from the point of view of the story of the 1956 Hungarian refugee 
movement to Canada. 

* * * 

As a final comment on this story I feel compelled to make a few personal 
observations. In studying this subject I am in the rare position of being both 
an eye-witness and a historian. My role as an eye-witness was nearly 
insignificant as I had no access to the decision-makers in 1956, aside from the 
odd lowly Canadian official who interviewed us or guided us through the 
processes of applying for admission and travelling to Canada. I was a silent 
and passive — and, above all, a bewildered — observer of events that were to 
impact greatly my future and the future of my parents and brother. 

The members of my family were among those Hungarian refugees 
who made a decision to leave Hungary very suddenly. The person responsible 
for this determination was above all my father. He had grown tired of a 
regime that came to regulate all aspects of life and stifled personal initiative in 
our country. My mother was more hesitant. What will happen to our 



belongings? she was inclined to ask, while I thought only of the difficulty of 
learning new languages abroad — by then I had been on to my fourth foreign 
language in school (English), and I was not making much progress, just as I 
had not been very successful with the first, second, and third. But we agreed 
to leave together, unlike some families I know, including my wife's, that could 
not reach such an agreement and were torn apart in the fall of 1956. 

The actual process of our escape from Hungary was interesting, even 
though in hindsight it was not filled with the dangers and hardships most 
refugees had experienced. First of all we lived in a small town called Csorna 
quite close to the Austrian border. Secondly, our escape was well-planned and 
executed. What happened was that several days after it became obvious that 
communist rule would be re-established in Hungary and the Austrian border 
was becoming more and more perilous to cross, my father's superior at work 
came to tell us that a truck would leave our town that night to take people to 
the border. After we agreed to go, the truck did appear in our yard and, under 
the cover of the darkness of the night, we got into its back. The truck's other 
occupants were members of Csorna's Jewish community, people of all ages 
including infants. Our inclusion in this venture must have been the result of 
my father's good standing with the leaders of Csorna's Jews. 

The truck, accompanied by look-outs who were riding motorcycles, 
proceeded to the Austrian border on back roads. It arrived there in the middle 
of the night. When we got off to continue our flight on foot across a makeshift 
bridge over a small stream I noticed a few Hungarian border guards — much 
to my horror. But, they just urged us on in the direction of an Austrian border 
post on the other side. They might have been bribed, but I will never know. 

We arrived at a school building in the village of Pamhagen (known as 
Pomogy to its many Magyar residents) from where a family of Hungarian 
peasants took my parents, me and my brother to their home and let us sleep a 
few hours in what must have been their own, and possibly only, bedroom. I 
would love to thank them in print now, but we had soon lost their name and 
address. 

The next day buses took the refugees assembled the previous night in 
Pamhagen to Vienna. There, we and a few other families were put up in a 
small hotel in the city's historic section. All this was very civilized when 
compared to the conditions Mr. Yaremko encountered on his visit to Hungari-
an refugee camps, probably only a few days later. 

We then made a decision to come to Canada, despite the urging of 
one of my father's brothers that we should emigrate to South America. We 
were "processed" in a short time and were on our way to Toronto, by air. I 
wonder now whether we ever crossed paths with any members of the 
Canadian delegations that were visiting Austria at the time. 

Looking back, I have never doubted the wisdom of our decisions in 
November of 1956, both the decision to leave communist Hungary and the 
one to come to Canada. 



After studying the political circumstances that made my family's entry 
into Canada in the fall of 1956 not only possible but quite smooth, I am still 
not entirely sure which of contemporary Canada's politicians to thank first and 
foremost: Jack Pickersgill, "Mike" Pearson, Leslie Frost, or Mr. John Yarem-
ko. More importantly, I am not certain as to what circumstance I should 
attribute the "big welcome" we got, but I strongly suspect that this would have 
to be the Canadian political expediencies of the day more than any other 
factor. 



Appendix I 

Globe and Mail editorials, 24 and 26 November 1956 

Open Ontario's Doors 
Only one word can properly describe the free world's reluctance to accept the 
refugees fleeing from tortured Hungary. It is inhuman — and Canada has gone along 
with that inhumanity. 

What has this great, rich, half-empty country offered the 60,000 Hungarians 
now crowded into little Austria? They will be given "top priority" — if they can meet 
the Canadian Government's immigration requirements. Additional airline flights will 
be provided for them — if they can show they will not become a charge on the public 
purse. 

For shame! In its response to Hungary's tragedy, the Government of Canada 
has displayed the warmth and generosity of a codfish. 

How about the people of Canada? We believe they want bold action on the 
refugees. We believe they are willing, eager, to go the whole way. Believing that, we 
propose the Ontario Government rescue Ottawa from its hypocrisy — as the Ontario 
Government did once before. 
Nine years ago. Ontario chartered a fleet of United States and Canadian airplanes to 
fly Britons to new jobs, new homes, new hopes in this Province. We say: Re-
establish that airlift! 

We propose that Ontario charter all the aircraft and shipping necessary and 
bring here, at its own expense, every Hungarian refugee who is able to travel and 
wishes to come. If they need sponsorship under Ottawa's cold-hearted immigration 
rules, let the Ontario Government be the sponsor. 

Let Ontario feed and house them initially, as Austria is doing now. Then let 
them filter into the lifestream of this wealthy and expanding Province. They will 
represent a meagre 1 per cent of its population. 

Will they be good citizens? They have proved their worth as citizens in one 
of history's classic struggles. They have fought for freedom bare-handed against 
tanks. 

Young or old, sick or well, skilled or unskilled — there is room in this 
Province, there are care and love and opportunity in this Province, for all of them. 
Let the Ontario Government tear away every artificial barrier as the Hungarians tore 
at the Russian tanks. Let it fling the door wide, wide open. 



Saturday, November 24, 1956 

Action! 

We warmly applaud the Ontario Government for the quick action it has taken to 
implement our proposal-made in a front-page editorial on Saturday — that this 
Province should accept as immigrants, and bring here at its own expense, every 
Hungarian refugee who is able to travel and willing to come. 

At Premier Frost's instructions, the Ontario Agent-General in London, Mr. J. 
S. P. Armstrong, is flying to Vienna to make preliminary arrangements. There will be 
problems-getting aircraft appears to be difficult but we are sure they will be 
overcome. They have got to be overcome for-as is evident by the flood of letters this 
newspaper received over the weekend-the people of Ontario are most anxious the 
Hungarians should come here, and are willing to pay whatever it costs to bring them. 

Those who can work will find plenty to do in this rapidly expanding 
Province. Those who cannot, will be looked after by the many organizations which 
exist for that purpose. Young or old, sick or well, let them come as many as possible, 
as soon as possible. They will get the biggest welcome we ever gave anybody. 

Monday, November 26, 1956. 



Appendix II 

John Yaremko?s Report on his 
Mission to Austria 

ONTARIO LEGISLATURE, DEBATES 

Report on Hungary Refugees 

MR. J. YAREMKO: Mr. Speaker, The mission on which I embarked on December 3, 
1956, was brought about, as the hon. Prime Minister has said, by a series of events 
which, I believe, will form a shining chapter in the history of the peoples of the 
world. 

October 23, 1956, a group of students and workmen in the city of Budapest, 
Hungary, demonstrating against Communist oppression, were fired upon, and a 
rebellion flared up. 

The news broke upon the world — that a small nation had not only stood up 
against, but was willing to "take on", the Russian Communist juggernaut — yes, a 
small nation, indeed, of 10 million people, occupying only 26,000 square miles, 
which is about the same size as the state of Ohio. In comparison, Ontario has 260,000 
square miles of land area alone,... 

Daily, the news of the heroic struggle came to us, until, on November 1st, it 
seemed that the rebelling people of Hungary were in control. 

Then, on November 4th, the Kremlin ordered its siege guns to smash the 
rebellion. Then began that epic struggle, which the world was able to see for the first 
time, of hands battling against tanks, rifles against siege guns. On November 14th the 
rebellion was smashed. 

But the people of Hungary have continued the struggle. It continues even as 
we meet here today, and as the history of Hungary has shown it will continue. 

But although they were beaten, they had shaken the system of Communism 
to its core, and in one stroke they had ripped a good-sized piece from the mask of 
Communism so that the world could again see the evil which lay behind it. 

We in the western world have been fortunate. We have lived only in the 
shadow of the threats of Russian Communism; but there are tens of millions of 
people who have suffered directly from Communist oppression — the peoples of 
Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Poland, East Germany, Roumania, Bulgaria, the Ukraine, 
Byelorussia, and others. We have heard the rumblings through the years, and in 
Hungary the rumblings flared up into a wide open struggle. On November 14th the 
rebellion was smashed, and as deportations, and the threats of deportation increased, 



the mass exodus of refugees began... within the first 10 days some 60,000 had 
crossed into Austria. 

As the hon. Prime Minister [Leslie M. Frost] has pointed out, a wave of 
sympathy and of responsibility swept through Canada. In Ontario, the hon. Prime 
Minister, the great humanitarian that he is, set up the machinery. On November 26th 
the hon. Minister of Planning and Development (Mr. Nickle) and his staff went into 
action. On November 28th the hon. Prime Minister announced that I would be 
Vienna-bound; on Thursday Mr. Bottlik was selected; on Friday and Saturday travel 
arrangements were completed; and on Monday we were at the airport on our way to 
Vienna. 

I should like to say a word or two about Mr. Bottlik,... 
Mr. Bottlik, as a very young man, came to Canada some 7 years ago. He 

completed his education at the University of Toronto on a scholarship, graduating in 
the honour course in philosophy and psychology. Prior to his arrival in Canada he 
had served with the International Refugee Organization in the welfare department, 
and at the time of his selection he was associated with the Hungarian Relief Fund. He 
is a man who is very fluent in languages — Hungarian, English and German. He 
proved of invaluable assistance to me not only as an interpreter but as a direct 
assistant. 

From London we were joined by the Agent-General for Ontario, Mr. James 
P. Armstrong, who is so well-known to so many hon. members of this House, and to 
whom I should like to pay tribute. His knowledge and experience proved invaluable. 
His staff attended to the administrative details superbly. Mr. Armstrong mercilessly 
drove himself to make sure that we got all the facts expeditiously and thoroughly. 

Prior to and during our trip, Mr. Speaker, many persons rendered a great 
deal of assistance. I am limited by time alone in spelling them out. 

After conferring with [Norman A. Robertson] the [Canadian] High 
Commissioner in London we proceeded to Bonn, Germany, where we met with [Jack 
Pickersgill] the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, who had only the day 
before arrived from Vienna. He told us of the situation as he had seen it, and 
described to us the new arrangements that he had made. 

We took leave of him and went on to Vienna. At the airport in Vienna — we 
arrived late that afternoon — a remarkable coincidence occurred. Waiting at the 
airport for the first TCA [Trans Canada Airlines] plane to take them to Toronto, 
Ontario, were a group of refugees, and the plane they were waiting for was the same 
plane one that had flown us across the Atlantic. 

Mr. Speaker, as you will recall, this was the group which, because of 
weather conditions, landed in Windsor and were driven to Toronto for their 
reception. 

It was very heart-warming indeed when I returned to Toronto to see in the 
newspapers pictures of the men, women and children to whom I had bid bon voyage 
at the airport. 

At the airport, I learned from a TCA official that these refugees had been 
waiting all day very patiently without a mid-day meal. It was my pleasure at that time 
to arrange for a light meal to he made available for all of them; and I am sure that 
every hon. member of the House would have done the same. 

The next morning, in Vienna proper, we visited the offices in order to gain 
as much background material as possible. Quite naturally we visited, first of all, the 



visa section of the Canadian Embassy legation there. As we approached the building 
we saw outside a long queue of some 100 persons waiting to get in. We entered into 
discussion with them, and they showed us their eagerness to go to Canada. Some of 
them had envelopes with addresses of people in the province of Ontario. 

We proceeded into the building and were able to see the visa officers going 
through the procedure of processing the refugees. The administrative procedures had 
been shortened quite drastically over the weekend by the Minister of Citizenship and 
Immigration, and the officers were very expeditiously dealing with refugees. 

It was a coincidence — and a very handy coincidence — that almost every 
Hungarian refugee carried, as they do in police states, an identity card which, in some 
respects, is quite similar to a passport, so that the examining officers were able, in 
very short order, to obtain the necessary details. 

We saw in an adjoining office an officer of the Inter-Governmental Com-
mittee on European Migration, and he was very expeditiously arranging the 
allocation of visaed refugees to transport, present and future. 

We also visited another office — a very large hall that had been taken over at 
the time — where a great many refugees were being very speedily examined and 
processed. 

From there we proceeded to the office of the League of the Red Cross 
Societies, where we met Mrs. Marguerite Wilson, a Canadian who is seconded to the 
League from the Canadian Red Cross for liaison purposes. She described to us the 
facilities and the machine that had been installed — a Telex machine — whereby the 
name, age and sex of each immigrant — each refugee — could be very rapidly trans-
mitted to Geneva and to Toronto. 

Mrs. Wilson described to us at that time the arrangements that were being 
made for the League of Red Cross Societies to take over the care of many of the 
camps. Just before 1 left the continent, a great number of nations, including our 
Canadian Red Cross Society, had taken over camps, and they had managed to 
arrange for the care of half of the refugees. 

From there we went to the offices of the Inter-governmental Committee on 
European Migration — commonly known as ICEM — which handles transportation 
matters for the governments which are members and which want to make use of its 
facilities. They handle al! the bus transportation to and from camps and in Vienna. 
They handle the trains from Vienna and some other towns in Austria; the planes; the 
booking of ships and the berths on ships. 

The ICEM is a very efficient organization created for the job it is doing. It is 
so efficient that within 3 days after Canada decided to make use of its facilities, 
ICEM was able to arrange transportation for 3,545 refugees, which was the full quota 
that Canada had set for the month of December. 

It was seeing the inter-governmental committee in operation which led me 
to believe in the efficiency of a world organization dealing with a world problem on a 
world basis — in this case, transportation alone. 

That afternoon we visited Mr. Herman Czedik of the Ministry of the Interior 
of Austria. It struck me very forcibly that he assumed quite casually the tremendous 
burden which Austria had assumed. To him, there was no other right thing to do 
except what Austria was doing. The generosity of Austria is phenomenal, when yon 
consider that on the map it would fit in between Toronto and Windsor. It had 



permitted 150,000 refugees to cross the border and was trying to cope with all of the 
problems of care and housing that ensued. 

Mr. Czedik was very pleased at the action that Canada had taken that week 
end, and his face lighted up when I told him of the interest of the people of the 
province of Ontario. 

We visited with the Deputy High Commissioner of the United Nations who 
was dealing with refugees. He, too, was extremely happy about the action taken by 
Canada that week end. He told us of the great shortage of funds. 

Mr. Speaker, for the purposes of the record, I would like to state that we 
were scrupulously careful not to interfere in the slightest degree with the work of any 
office that we visited. We did it only at their convenience and not at ours. 

That night we visited the Hungarian-Austrian border. We arrived there 
shortly after midnight, at a point called Klingen Bach, because we heard that it was 
one point where the refugees would he crossing in the evenings. It is about 200 yards 
within the Austrian border. 

We found a small barrack-like hut in which there were, indeed, 13 refugees 
who had arrived earlier that night. We saw them as they lay there on mattresses on 
the floor. We had just come up to the barracks and it was cold, windy and pitch dark. 
I am sure the rural hon. members of this House are fully familiar with what it means 
to be alone in an area which is in pitch-black darkness. 

A little distance away, the Austrian guards were huddled over their stove at 
their sentry hut. 

We wondered how people could subject their bodies to travelling across a 
pitch-dark area of mud and swamp, through bush, across [ploughed] fields, because 
they certainly were not travelling along the highways. 

I recall an incident we had heard the day before, which indicates the extent 
to which people were willing to go. A mother had crossed with a small child, and in 
order that the cries of the child might not arouse attention, she had given the child a 
sedative. It had been too strong; and it was only because she had crossed at a point 
where medical attention was immediately available that the child's life was saved. 

There these people lay on the floor, exhausted, sound asleep. We did not 
disturb them. Their clothes were piled at the sides of their mattresses. Their weary 
bodies were at rest. 

The Austrian guard within this little barracks showed us the food that was 
available — a very thin soup, some pieces of bread, and apples. 

We tiptoed out of that barrack hut, Mr. Speaker, and I may say that the trip 
back to Vienna in the small hours was a very quiet one, because each of us was 
rapped in the thoughts of what we had seen at two o'clock in the morning on the 
Austrian-Hungarian border. 

Let me say a word at this time about the movement of refugees within 
Austria. The border itself is about 168 miles long, and it is about 120 miles from 
Budapest to the border, and another 50 miles from the border to Vienna. About 90 
per cent, of the crossings are made during the night. 

As I have described, the refugees crossing the border are tired and 
exhausted, and they end up in these little points of refuge — in this case a barrack hut 
at Klingen Bach — which are along the border. Such a point may be a church, a barn, 
a village hall — whatever type of accommodation is possible; and when the people 
get across the border, they rest. 



The next day they are taken inwards usually to a village where a number of 
them may be collected; and from there, with transportation by carts or buses, they are 
taken to the first line reception centre. The refugees are then able to dry their clothes, 
get new clothes, be medically examined to some degree, and have a little better food. 

Subsequently they are taken to another camp, Camp No. 2, with slightly 
better quarters, where they get warmer clothing, and are probably able to wash for 
the first time. 

These people wait to be moved to Camp No. 3 where ICEM, the inter-
governmental department, takes over, and the countries that are interested send their 
visa officers to examine the refugees and issue the visas. Also, some from that camp 
might go to a holding camp such as there is in Wiener Neustadt for those who wish to 
emigrate to Canada; a holding camp is for people who have been visaed but who are 
waiting for future transportation. 

This is a system which was set up of necessity because the refugees were 
crossing the border in a continuous stream. The procedure had to be kept up to move 
them further and further away from the border as the new refugees arrived. 

The next day, we visited one of these first-line reception centres at a place 
called Eisenstadt; through which by that time some 55,000 refugees had passed. 
Because refugees passed through so quickly and in numbers far exceeding its 
capacity, conditions there were appalling. 

As we entered the gates we, of course, were met by many refugees who 
began asking questions and asked us to assist them. The guard at the gate told us that, 
if we wished to proceed through the camp with any expedition at all, we should 
remove our arm bands in order to be able to move in and out. 

There were groups of refugees everywhere. The place was jammed to the 
hilt, and although it was late evening we were told that no more could be taken in 
that night. We went into the buildings where the beds were crowded side by side so 
that there was scarcely any room to move. We listened to the welfare officer tell us 
some pathetic stories. 

We saw 4 young lads with very long faces standing in a corner. Upon in-
quiring what was the trouble, we were told that although accommodation was 
available for these young boys at Salzburg, some 200 miles away, because they were 
students, they were unable to go because no money was available for transportation. I 
may say that each one of the four of us reached in our pockets and paid out 100 
schillings apiece, the equivalent of $4, in order to pay for those boys' transportation. I 
wish the, hon. members could have seen how the faces of those boys lighted up when 
they were told what had been done. 

We proceeded through the halls where people were lined up for the 
distribution of clothing, and it was so crowded we could scarcely pass. 

We walked into a room which I shall never forget — a room that was filled 
with tubs and basins, and with clothes for the children and babies, on tables. This was 
where the babies were washed. Babies, throughout the trek in their mothers' arms, 
had no opportunity of any cleanliness at all; yet in the frightful surroundings of these 
camps they were able to get the attention and care that every mother wants for her 
child. 

We saw the staff working, and you could see they were weary almost to the 
point of collapse. We saw the food being handed out — very rough in form. 



Everywhere, as soon as people — refugees — knew who we were, they asked 
questions and asked for assistance. 

Gradually we passed through the refugees within the building and went out 
into the fresh air; and it was good to he able to breathe that fresh air, and for us, from 
Canada, it was difficult to understand why it is that human beings should he 
subjected to such conditions. 

As we were leaving the camp the refugees followed us up to the gates, 
asking questions and requesting assistance. 

Earlier that day we had visited two other camps that were in the process of 
being readied for occupation. The one at Trieskirchen, although not yet completed, 
was already overcrowded with 4,000 refugees; and the camp at Wiener Neustadt, 
which Canada was taking over as a holding camp, although it was in a very 
uncompleted stage. The first bus load of refugees was driven up while we were 
visiting. 

Those camps are typical of those I saw in Austria — some 65. Of these, only 
about 6 or 8 are actually habitable. 

The word "camp" may lead to a little misconception. They are not camps as 
we understand them. They are old public buildings, old army barracks, or old 
buildings left from Hitler's occupation. Some have been unused, perhaps for many 
years. They include buildings of almost any kind that have been unused and ignored 
through the years; and suddenly they have had to be made usable. A great many of 
them had been occupied by the Russian occupation forces in Austria, and prior to 
their evacuation from Austria they had ripped the "guts" out of every building they 
had occupied — ripped out the electricity, plumbing, water and heating systems-and 
all this had to be replaced in order to make the place even livable. 

The accommodation in these camps is as I have described. In the first-line 
camps the refugees sleep on floors; the second-line camps function as I have told 
you; in the third-line camps there is some separation of families and a little more 
room to move. 

The staff is made up of Austrian civil servants, Red Cross organizers, volun-
teer workers and members of international agencies. 

The discipline in the camps we saw was very good. The refugees were 
participating in the work around the buildings. We were told that they cooperated and 
were very honest. 

In Trieskirchen, although it was crowded, there was a very large room 
which had been set aside as a chapel for the use of all denominations. At the time we 
were there, a very large class was in progress. 

Everywhere in the camps electricians and plumbers were doing their best to 
beat the winter season which was rapidly closing in. I may say that the sights in the 
camps made a tremendous impact on me. Seldom have 1 suffered such an emotional 
impact, and I am sure that any hon. member of this House or any citizen of Ontario 
would have had the same emotional impact. I am sure that the policy of the United 
States of America will he influenced by the fact that Vice-President Nixon has visited 
the camps. 

Early in the course of the trip we had heard of the Hungarian University of 
Sopron, about 7 miles from the Austrian border. After the revolution had been 
quelled, a decision was reached, and the university as a whole — staff, students and 



dependents — crossed the border en masse into Austria and were stationed as a unit 
near Salzburg. 

We proceeded to Salzburg to see them; arriving there, we stayed overnight, 
and in the morning made our way to the building in Strohl where the students were. 

As we opened the door, the most surprising thing of the whole trip hap-
pened: sitting at the entrance to this door were the 4 young lads for whom we had 
provided transportation back in Eisenstadt. 

Again, these lads had the longest of faces. As we walked in they jumped up 
in amazement and besieged us with words. Gradually we were able to make out the 
story. They had been misdirected and should not have been in this camp at all, 
because it was for the university alone. Staff, students and dependents would soon he 
dispersed, and no provision could he made for the lads to stay on. 

We assured them, as we felt some personal responsibility for their welfare — 
after all, we had paid their transportation to that place — that we would see what 
arrangements could be made for them. 

We then discovered the university staff were quartered some 10 miles away. 
We wished to see them first, so we drove to their quarters. At that very time 
arrangements were being completed for the Faculty of Forestry to go to British 
Columbia. Many had already left for England, Switzerland and Sweden. These 
mining professors were, of course, wondering where they would end up. 

We had long chats with them, and many questions about Canada and On-
tario were asked, and then we took our leave of them — however, not before asking 
the senior professor to check to see where these 4 boys were supposed to have gone. 

We discovered they should have been directed to a camp for high school 
students 20 miles on the other side of Salzburg. We had agreed to take care of the 
boys and make sure they arrived safely. 

As we walked out of the building who should be sitting on the side of the 
road but the same 4 youths, with desperate looks on their faces. Somehow they had 
travelled this 10 miles; it was a mystery how they got there, but they had the idea we 
were their only single hope. We assured them that if they stayed on the spot we 
would pick them up and look after them. 

Then we proceeded to the camp where the students were assembled, and we 
had lengthy conversations with them. As it was getting late we bid them good-bye 
and wished them the best of luck no matter where they might end up, and proceeded 
back to St. Wolfgang. 

Stopping at St. Wolfgang, we picked up the 4 lads and drove to Salzburg. 
We left them at the bus station and gave them a few schillings for their fare, and 
watched as they cheerfully walked up the street. I have since often wondered about 
them, and sincerely hope they indeed did find a place of refuge. 

As to the statistics on the refugees themselves, those which I have are, of 
course, as of December 10th, and since then have increased. In order to give you, Mr. 
Speaker, some conception of the problem at that time, these are the figures: 

As of December 10th, some 122,000 had arrived: 48,000 had left, and 
74,000 still remained in Austria. They were crossing the border at the rate, at that 
time, of 2,000 to 3,000 a night, and departing from Austria at the rate of about 3,000 
or 4,000 a day. 

The immediate problem, of course, was to move the refugees out of the 
small country because of the vast numbers coming in, and the neighbouring nations, 



as the hon. Prime Minister has pointed out, began to admit them. I give these figures 
from recollection, but I believe that Switzerland immediately took 10,000, Holland 
5,000, France 5,000, Italy 4,000, Germany 6,000, the United Kingdom 11,000, and 
the United States of America, of course, was then committed to 21,500. 

The intake was fluctuating at that time depending on how tightly the 
Russians were patrolling the border, and as soon as they tightened at one spot, of 
course, the refugees moved on to another spot. It is difficult to have a guard along 
108 miles. 

However, at the time we were there it dropped overnight, and it was dis-
covered the Russians had erected a false Austrian border within the Hungarian 
border, with signs posted up, and then the refugees would think they had crossed the 
border, enter into the open, and then be taken into custody. At that time most of the 
refugees were coming from Budapest, but they were gradually coming from further 
back, behind and inland. 

The breakdown at that time as to type of refugees was this: about 70 per 
cent, were males around 30 years of age — either a little under or a little more — boys 
and single men. Only about 5 percent, were young, single women; about 15 percent, 
were married men with wives and children, and some 10 per cent, were married 
women and children. About 5 per cent, were over the age of 50, and of these only 2 
per cent, were really medical cases. 

The refugees were, in the main, young-looking and healthy, very poorly 
clothed, and most of them carried very few personal possessions. Very few spoke 
other than Hungarian. Many were labourers, these were of many skills and many 
trades. The women appeared industrious, were very quiet, and very much concerned 
about their children. The long period of oppression with no freedom and no 
economic future, and the fear of deportation, explains the type of refugees who were 
in Austria at that time. 

Parents in Hungary were sending their children out of the country, and there 
were many young people between the ages of 11 and 15 who joined other refugees 
and crossed the border with them. It is these, generally speaking, who will present a 
particular problem to the nations of the world. Who is going to look after their 
education, and find foster families for them ? There were, of course, as the hon. 
members know, very few children available for adoption because most of them had 
parents in Hungary who had sent them across the border to freedom. 

These statistics were gathered by myself in a very hurried fashion and, of 
course, are not up to date. The total figures exceed to date, I believe, 150,000. The 
hon. Minister of Citizenship and Immigration the other day filed very accurate 
statistics on those who had been visaed for Canada, and I am sure his department has 
up-to-date statistics for Austria. 

Mr. Speaker, upon my return to Toronto I made a statement, the gist of 
which was as follows: 

The most vivid impression I had of the Hungarian problem was its magni-
tude. You can see large figures presented in the newspapers: I can use the figure 
150,000, but it is only when by sight you can translate that number into 150,000 
human beings that the figures have any significance at all. 

The second impression 1 had, Mr. Speaker, at the time was the urgency of 
the situation. Austria was faced, of course, with grave political and economic 
problems, including that of getting the refugees out very quickly in order to make 



room for new arrivals. It would have been a tragedy — a disaster for the western 
world — if Austria had been forced, because of being unable to cope with the 
refugees, to close her borders. Of course, the refugees there even now are living in 
what to us are intolerable conditions. It is difficult to know how long such refugees, 
living under those conditions, will be able to keep up the healthy condition most of 
them are in at the present time. 

Because of the magnitude of this problem, in my initial statement to the hon. 
Prime Minister — giving him a general impression — I expressed my opinion that a 
special arm, a special international agency should he formed under the aegis of the 
United Nations. This should he done in order to correlate all the work which 
individual members of the United Nations were doing. If it were not feasible for the 
United Nations to create such an agency, then perhaps it could be handled by that 
other body, NATO, of which most of the interested nations — those participating in 
the movement — are members. 

When a layman sees the very efficient way in which the inter-governmental 
commi ttee on European migration operated, and, of course, its only concern was with 
transportation; when one sees the splendid way in which supplies were being taken in 
as a whole and distributed by the League of Red Cross Societies then, when it is 
recognized that there are special problems such as what will happen to the young 
people between the ages of 11 and 18; when it is borne in mind that a great many 
people in many countries are in temporary camps, and some future will have to be 
provided for them it gives him reason to suggest, as I did, that an inter-governmental 
committee of some kind be set up. 

Such a committee could be similar to the International Refugee Organiza-
tion of postwar days, because it would have to deal with the emergency at hand, the 
long-term overall planning, and be prepared for any sudden crisis aggravating the 
present situation by a further large exodus of refugees. 

If one were to start at the international level and work through the national, 
state, provincial and municipal levels, right down to the individual, I am convinced 
that there would be no problem at all too difficult to be solved. 

In trying to describe the Hungarian refugees it is a most difficult task to try 
to describe a group of people as a whole. If I were asked to describe the people of 
Ontario I could say that they were freedom-loving, religious, industrious, law-
abiding, desirous of standing on their own feet; I could say that quite properly, and 
yet might there not be the exception 

If we were to take a block of 150,000 residents of Ontario, and out of that 
150,000 take 10,000, might we not get the exceptions at the same time as we would 
get a large number of those who fulfil the general description? So it is with any large 
group of human beings, and so it may be with the refugees. 

As the hon. Prime Minister has pointed out, we in Canada have had decades 
of experience with newcomers. Canadians have never attempted to shut out others 
from what we call the "Canadian way of life"; indeed, the "Canadian way of life" is 
based, in part, on the admission of those who wish to be a part of that way of life. On 
the other side of the coin, newcomers have shown a desire to become part of that 
national life and, indeed, again it is the fulfilment of that desire which is another part 
of our "Canadian way of life." 

Mr. Speaker, the only difference between what is happening now and what 
has been happening through the years is the circumstances that surround the 



migration; circumstances created by the special situation and the urgency, as I have 
pointed out. 

There may be difficulties, but difficulties have never before "fazed" either 
the people of Canada or of Ontario, and that part which we may be called upon to do 
is not indeed beyond the realm of our possibility. 

There is needed only the understanding and co-operation of all — all levels 
of government and citizens as groups and individuals and, of course, the refugees. 

This can be a noble undertaking that we have been called upon to do as a 
nation, as a province, and as citizens. 

That which we have achieved in Canada — freedom and security — we have 
not achieved because of individual self-interest alone. It is because we have acted on 
the premise that our own well-being depended on the well-being of our fellow men. 

That principle, applied internationally, has given Canada the stature it 
possesses in the world, and, domestically, that principle has provided us with what 
we have at home. 

The whole refugee problem has posed questions for each of us as Canadian 
citizens: 

Do we believe that a blow for freedom against Communist oppression, by 
anyone on his own behalf, is also struck on our behalf? 

Who are our neighbours in distress? Are they the people next door, in the 
same city, in the same country, are they these alone, or are our neighbours also those 
who, although thousands of miles away, live in a world that can be spanned in less 
than 45 hours? 

Do we believe that Canada... with its vast land area, its untapped resources, 
its great future, can achieve its destiny with the human resources we now have and no 
more? 

I believe that the answer to these questions will guide each citizen's opinions 
in reference to the refugees. 

Mr. Speaker, after my return to Toronto, I have had occasion to visit the 
West Lodge and the Barnardo Home reception centres. Last week I had occasion to 
visit the centre on Jarvis Street, and it was very heart-warming indeed to see some of 
the faces of the professors and students whom, only 6 weeks ago, I had met with and 
talked with in Strobl. There they were under the aegis of The Department of Educa-
tion, huddled over their basic books, learning English as rapidly as they could. 

I am hopeful — and I am sure it will be soon — of carrying on a conversation 
with them in the English language. There again we can look to something in the 
future, not only the benefit from the technical careers, but also for the leadership that 
they will provide in our community as a whole, and especially in that segment of the 
community which the people of Hungarian origin will form. 

Integration is not an easy process; it is not a quick process. Adults take a 
little while. This particular group will, I feel sure, be integrated very rapidly, and I 
am hopeful that they, as young teens and women, will be the catalyst which will 
enable the earlier integration of all. 

I visited the West Lodge, and I congratulate the hon. Minister of Planning 
and Development and his Deputy Minister, and all his staff, on the tremendous and 
magnificent job that they did in making that reception centre what it is today.... I 
congratulate all the departments on what they have done.... 



As a citizen of the province, I thank the hon. Prime Minister for the action 
he took.... 

May I close, Mr. Speaker, with the following: Not for fa] long time has 
there been the opportunity for all to put into practice the thought of those great 
words: "I was a stranger and ye took me in." 




