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Bulgarian market” (27). From Montgomery’s Anne of Green Gables to
Atwood’s, Findley’s and Ondaatje’s books the publishers in Bulgaria have
been promoting Canadian literature through the International Translation
Grants Program. The last two Canadian writers’ popularity is further
demonstrated in two more articles from Bulgaria. Galina Avramova dis-
cusses Timothy Findley’s translated output in relation to the book market,
and Madeleine Danov analyses Michael Ondaatje’s relevance in Bulgaria’s
postmodernist transformations.

Canada in Eight Tongue is an erudite collection of scholarly
essays discussing, analyzing and reflecting on the reception of Canadian
literature and culture in translation. The representation of Canadian litera-
ture and culture in the Central European imagination, at least as it has been
interpreted by the authors, is rich and eclectic, however, it has been funda-
mentally understated.

Ágnes Vashegyi MacDonald, Columbia College, Vancouver
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Gerda Lerner, the mother of women’s history, born in 1920 in Germany
and an escapee from Nazism who died on Jan 21, 2013 at the age of 92,
was only twenty years younger than Regina Jonas, the youngest bio-
graphical subjects in the volume under review here. Lerner said that when
she entered the academic world in the late sixties the study of the lives of
women was not a legitimate subject for historians. She worked to establish
women’s history as a respected academic field and also began to publish
primary source material that would allow scholars to reconstruct the lives
of women.  She perceived early on that women’s history is less a separate
subject than a way of thinking, a strategy by which focus on issues which
traditional history has obscured. As she said in her The Majority Finds its
Past: Placing Women in History (1979: 127-132), traditional history,
written and interpreted by men, is not only male-oriented but male-defined
so that it is really “men’s history,” in which women are anecdotal. That
women have a history has been obscured and misunderstood. Women’s
history requires a paradigm shift in which gender must be added as an
analytical category of history, which allows new questions to be asked,
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leading to a fundamental re-evaluation of assumptions and methodologies
of traditional patriarchal history.

In the over three decades since the publication of Lerner’s semi-
nal work, while there are now hundreds of books published related to
women’s history, the research on the history of Central European women
still lags behind by decades. This hefty volume consisting of twelve
biographical studies on Jewish intellectual women in Central Europe is,
therefore, a very significant contribution not only to women’s history
broadly but also more specifically to European intellectual history,
[Jewish] Cultural Studies, and Diaspora Studies. The volume obviously
had a long road to publication since it is an outgrowth of a 2006 con-
ference held at the Central European University with the title, “Jewish
Intellectual Women In Europe: Gendering History, Politics and Culture,”
where an additional half a dozen papers were presented which didn’t make
it into the present volume.

Because the focus of Jewish Intellectual Women is primarily
biographical, the twelve studies are arranged chronologically by birthdate
of the subjects, which range from 1860 to the early twentieth century, but
all are before World War I. Since several perished in the war and others
were forced into emigration, it can be said that the lives of these women
were framed by the Monarchy on one end and by the Holocaust at the
other. This volume is a very different undertaking from the earlier 2006
Biographical Dictionary of Women’s Movements and Feminisms. Central,
Easter and South Eastern Europe, 19th and 20th Centuries (Francisca de
Haan, Krassimira Daskalova, and Anna Loutfi eds. Budapest: C.E.U.
Press), which features some 150 brief biographical portraits, only two of
which, of Esther Frumkin and Kate Leichter, overlap with the present
volume. While all the women featured in the studies are Jewish and a few
were born into observant families, most were already born into relatively
well-to-do assimilated families and all (but the one woman who became
the first female rabbi) maintained only cultural rather than religious ties to
Judaism. The studies trace the very complex lives and (often fluid linguis-
tic and national) identities of these cosmopolitan women. Although they
represent roughly two generations by birth, all but Juliane Déry, who com-
mitted suicide at an early age, share the fate of having their lives destroyed
by Nazism.  All lost loved ones, many fled Europe, some to re-emigrate
after the war, but others perished in deportation. These women, repre-
senting not only gender but also differing classes and ideologies, were all
in some way intellectually creative pioneers who defied social norms of
their time. They lived in Vienna, Budapest Trieste, Venice, Zagreb,
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Kolozsvár and wrote in German, Italian (one even in Venetian dialect),
Hungarian, and Croatian and one also in Yiddish, so it is perhaps not
surprising that each is known almost exclusively by a restricted group in
their native language.

The twelve authors of these biographical studies (among whom
there is one male author and one male co-author) themselves are primarily
native speakers of those same languages and it is therefore commendable
that the English texts, presumably some in translation, are very fluid and
readable. While each biography can also be read individually, they are best
understood chronologically, and because one can get somewhat lost in the
hefty individual stories, the Introduction and excellent bibliography is a
necessary preliminary to reading the individual studies. As the Introduc-
tion states, the volume focuses on the rich familial, social and cultural lives
of these women, marginalized by anti-Semitism, anti-feminism, and
nationalism, and ultimately by the Holocaust, and those who survived, by
emigration and even by the Cold War. The emphasis in the articles is
biographical rather than an analysis of the works of the authors, which,
while understandable, makes the volume read at times somewhat encyclo-
paedical, which is to be especially regretted in those cases where there is
hardly more than a reference to titles of works published by these authors,
works which often sound fascinating.

Within the confines of this review it is not possible to do more
than offer a brief catalogue of the main points of the lives of the twelve
women discussed in this volume, which will at least provide a chrono-
logical and geographical frame for their lives and give readers an overview
of the variety of exceptional lives lived by these women and perhaps give
some impetus to research more in depth some of their works. Judit Szapor,
a scholar of the illustrious Polányi family and author of Laura Polányi
1882-1957. Narratives of a Life (1997), opens the volume with “An
Outsider Twice Over: Cecil Wohl Pollacsek, Salonist in Fin-de-Siècle
Budapest,” about the matriarch of the Polányi clan (Vilnius 1862 – Buda-
pest 1939), whose life is an excellent illustration of bourgeois cosmopoli-
tan Jewish world in Budapest at the turn of the century, although she was
born in Vilna (today’s Vilnius) and spoke German, never really learning
Hungarian. In contrast to all the other women discussed in this volume,
other than publishing a few small articles, she was primarily a mother who
gave birth to six children in ten years and was a salonière known affecti-
onately as “Cecil mama,” who received mostly Jewish university students
and other intellectuals, among them György Lukács, Oszkár Jászi, and
Ervin Szabó, as well as some foreign visitors.



Book Reviews 213

Agata Schwartz’s “Living and Writing as a Cultural Hybrid: The
Case of Juliane Déry” (Baja, 1864 – Berlin 1899) discusses Déry, who was
a successful writer for the theatre in German in both Vienna and Berlin
(and who may have translated Petőfi into German) but who is today essen-
tially unknown. Déry changed her name from Julianna Deutsch and con-
verted to Catholicism and tried to hide her Jewish origins in her new
German life. In her work she addressed themes of gender and class im-
balance and attacked the sexual double standard. Like her father before
her, she committed suicide.  A useful supplement to the discussion of Déry
might be also to consider her in the broader context of Jewish women who
in spite of anti-Semitism appeared exotic an alluring, and prominently
figured in literature and in the aesthetic imagination of later nineteenth and
early twentieth century, such as, most famously, Sarah Bernhardt, whose
forbidden otherness contributed to her popularity.

Michaela Raggam-Blech in “A Pioneer in Academia: Elise Rich-
ter” (Vienna, 1865 – Theresienstadt, 1943) discusses the life of the only
one of these women whose life I have been very familiar with myself for a
half a century because I was originally trained in Romance Philology and
my professor in Berkeley, Yakov Malkiel, himself the last Jew to receive
his Ph.D. in Berlin during the war, would always talk about her as the first
female Romance Philologist to receive a doctorate (1901) and to become a
university lecturer. She was a renowned scholar who, however, even
before she was dismissed under the Nazi laws, had not received a salary
and even her unsalaried position was due to the support of her mentor, the
illustrious Romanist, Wilhelm Meyer Lübke. She and her older sister
Helene (1861-1942), a scholar of English literature, only managed to study
privately to prepare for university study and then go on to have scholarly
careers because they were of independent means. After their parents’ death
they converted to Protestantism, neither married and they lived together as
a couple. Although they had the chance to emigrate, they declined to leave
and were deported to Theresienstadt, where they perished. Richter did not
in any way consider herself a feminist and in her memoir, Summe des
Lebens, written in 1940, she made disparaging remarks against Jews. It
should be added that she also left behind diaries (1938-41), which are now
available through the Vienna Library and which still await serious study.

Rochelle Goldberg Rothschild in “Esther Frumkin: Bringing the
Revolution to the Jewish Street” writes about Frumkin (Minsk, 1880-
Karaganda, 1943), the best-known woman in the Russian Jewish revolu-
tionary movement, granddaughter of rabbis but herself an anti-religious,
active in the Bund. She lobbied to make Yiddish a revolutionary language
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of Jews. She was a journalist, one of the few professions open to women,
taught Yiddish to working classes to preserve Jewish culture available only
in Hebrew. She was liquidated in the Soviet purges, sentenced to eight
years’ detention, where she died in 1943.

Marina Calloni’s piece, “Freedom and Resistance Against Oppres-
sion: The Legacy of Amelia Rosselli” about Rosselli (Venice, 1870 –
Florence, 1954) is the longest and best-developed biographical piece in the
collection. Like Déry, Rosselli, wrote for the theatre and dealt with
questions of women’s issues both in her theatrical and in her journalistic
work and in a series of books for girls. Although Rosselli was very suc-
cessful and was also the mother of two antifascist martyrs she has been
forgotten, to be confused with her own granddaughter by the same name,
also a well-known author. From the wealthy Venetian high bourgeoisie she
was a liberal secularist and assimilated Italian patriot. In her Memorie she
recalls that the key words in her family were religion and patria. She
moved to Vienna with her husband but eventually got a legal separation
from him. One son died in World War I, two were assassinated in World
War II, and she went into Swiss, British, and finally U.S. exile with her
two daughter-in-laws and her seven grandchildren. After nine years of
exile she returned with her family to Italy in 1946.  A useful addition for
understanding Rosselli’s life and also that of Alma Morpurgo, discussed
below, would be David Lowen & Timothy Baycroft’s “Border Regions
and Identity.” (European Review of History 15.3 (2008): 255-275), which
discusses geo-cultural identity formation in 19th and 20th -century Trieste.

Donald Löwy and Maria Roth, “Julia Szegő: In the Shadow of
History, a Life in Music” (Beregszász 1893 – Kolozsvár 1987) is about a
Romanian Hungarian teacher, musicologist, folklorist and Lied singer.
Szegő lost her husband and son in World War II but started a prodigious
local career, was a student of Bartók, whose biography she wrote (1964)
and also wrote her memoir, Embernek maradni (1988), and numerous
other publications, many about csángó folksongs. In this essay a discus-
sion of her memoir and her scholarly work would have added more weight
to the piece.

Eleonore Lappin-Eppel’s “Kate Leichter: The Making of a Jewish
Intellectual, Socialist, and Fighter for Working Women” is about Leichter,
born Katherine Pick, who was the first Austrian PhD in social science.
Leichter (Vienna, 1895 – Ravensbrück, 1942) was a Social Democrat
freedom fighter and one of the pioneers of Austrian women’s politics and
social policy who in interwar “Red Vienna” studied the living conditions
of workers, the majority Jewish; although many were women she was
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interested in them only as ‘female workers’ in the Marxist sense. While in
her youth she received some religious instruction, as an adult she broke
totally with tradition and is in this sense also very representative of Jewish
left-wing intelligentsia of the period. During the period that the Gestapo
put her in solitary in 1938 she managed to write a memoir, a kind of
Bildungsroman of her earlier life, where she openly discusses problems
with her young femininity and lack of good looks. In 1940 she was
deported to Ravensbrück where she was gassed. Rachel Saidel, who pre-
sented a paper at the 2006 Central European University conference that
was not published here, discusses in her The Jewish Women of Ravens-
brück Concentration Camp (2004) Leichter’s exemplary humanity towards
other prisoners in the camp. While most of the women in this volume are
forgotten, Leichter is a revered figure in Austria today.

Dieter J. Hecht in “At the Crossroads: Martha Hofmann, a Zionist
Pioneer from Austria,” studies Hofmann (Vienna, 1896 – Vienna, 1975),
who never married and lived the life of a “New Woman,” becoming a
teacher of Classics at a Jewish gymnasium and in 1920 writing a doctoral
thesis on Plato. She also joined Zionist organizations and the Social Demo-
cratic party and worked for the Jewish Press. In 1938 she emigrated to
various countries, including Palestine, but after the war returned to Vienna,
where she successfully re-established her Jewish life. Under the pseudo-
nym Melitta Holl she wrote and translated poetry, wrote plays, and in her
interesting memoir of 1966 (Konstellationen: Ausgewáhlte Essays, 1945-
1965. Vienna: Bergland) she writes of the transmission of culture in her
family through female role models and her youth as a glorious cultural
period in Vienna.

Anna Borgos in “A Woman Against the Current: The Life Paths of
Edit Gyömroi” (Gelb, Rényi, Glück, Újváry, Ludowk) writes about Gyöm-
roi (Budapest, 1896 – London, 1987), who had more last names through
serial marriages than the more famous Alma Maria Mahler Gropius Wer-
fel. Best known as the therapist of the poet Attila József, Gyömroi led a
peripatetic life in Budapest, Vienna, Berlin, Prague, Colombo in Ceylon,
and London, and had numerous different professional activities, finally
remaining in Ceylon for many years and then moving to London and
losing her connection to Hungary until the seventies. In London she
became part of the Anna Freud Circle, although she did not publish
regularly and was not really a major figure, but who was more important
for being someone in contact with several significant intellectual move-
ments in the twentieth century, most notably with the Budapest School of
Psychoanalysis under Sándor Ferenczi, both in Hungary and later in exile.



Book Reviews216

Andrea Feldman’s “Vera Erlich Stein: Odyssey of a Croatian-
Jewish Intellectual” is about Stein (Zagreb, 1897-1980), a socio-cultural
anthropologist and progressive feminist intellectual who studied the frag-
mented patriarchal society of interwar Yugoslavia, conducting the first
extensive sociological research on South Slavic families. Although a
Yugoslav citizen, she was a product of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy.
Her husband, Dr. Benno Stein, a noted psychologist in Zagreb, was mur-
dered in the Jasenovac death camp in Croatia, but she managed to flee in
1941. From 1945 to 1959 she worked as a psychiatric social worker with
displaced persons in Italy for the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration. During the following decade she managed to establish a
limited career as a Lecturer at the University of California in Berkeley but
in 1960 returned to Zagreb and continued to do research there.  It would be
of interest to know if she as a feminist wrote in detail about her pro-
fessional experiences at Berkeley, where at the time women faculty were
exclusively relegated to non-tenured ranks.

Maura Hametz in “The Interstices of Life and Memory: Alma
Morpurgo and the Central European Jewish Tradition” studies Morpurgo
(Trieste, 1901 – Trieste, 2002). A writer of Sephardic origin who wrote
five books, all published after her eighty-ninth birthday, among them
L’esilio, 1939-1955, ricordi dal Cile (1997), where she writes of her exiled
life in Valparaiso, Santiago, Rome, and ultimate return to Trieste. Her
background was not unlike that of Amelia Rosselli, reflecting a similar
cosmopolitan, European and patriotic Italy, at the same time as an ambi-
guity of identity in Trieste, much like that of the more famous Italo Svevo,
neither fully Italian nor Austrian. In her very self-reflexive writing, which
merits more consideration, she depicts well the lost world of Central
Europe, particularly the Jewish world, and at the same time illustrates how
for a woman who never married her multilingual Trieste background and
culture allowed her to make a good living in Santiago as a translator and to
assimilate in that country.

Claudia Prestel in “Confronting Old Structures: Regina Jonas,
the First Female Rabbi,” discusses Jonas (Berlin, 1902 – Auschwitz,
1944), the first female rabbi, whose identity was only re-discovered in
1990, after East German archives became accessible. Although only one
photograph survives of Jonas, it should be noted that Diana Gróo has just
made a “creative documentary” in Hungary with the title Regina (on which
see Gábor T. Szánto. “Rabbi Regina: Film a világ első női rabbijárol.”
Szombat March 27, 2013. Unlike most of the other women in this volume,
Jonas was born very poor and had enormous difficulty getting educated
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and then getting ordained as a female rabbi. In her dissertation she con-
veyed feminist messages and created for herself the term Fräulein
Rabbiner, so as not to be confused with a Frau Rabbinerin, a rabbi’s wife.
She felt initially that a female rabbi should remain unmarried but eventu-
ally had a deep affair with a famous widowed rabbi much her senior who
would not marry her. Even in a liberal community she could work only
because by 1935 there was a shortage of rabbis due to their emigration.
She would not leave Germany and was deported along with her mother to
Theresienstadt in 1942, where she continued to tend to her flock, and she
was killed in Auschwitz in 1944.

Reading the biographies in this volume makes the reader wish
for more such stories of so many others who have not received their due.
As examples, one might cite just two women from very different back-
grounds: Jozka Jaburkova (1896-1942), born poor, a pacifist, communist,
newspaper reporter, and novelist, who perished in Ravensbrück; and Else
Ury (1877-1943), the best-selling author of the beloved Nestkästchen
series of books for girls, gassed at Auschwitz. In conclusion, what Calloni
says in her article on the life of Rosselli, and what Gerda Lerner stated in
broader theoretical terms, is applicable to this whole volume, that the
reconstruction of the life of such Jewish women is critical for the re-
interpretation of history.

Louise Vasvári, Stony Brook University and New York University

Thomas Sakmyster. A Communist Odyssey: The Life of József Pogány/
John Pepper. Budapest: Central European University Press, 2012. 249
pages. ISBN: 978-615-5225-08-6

A talented and ambitious politician, even if his character is strong and his
intentions pure, rarely fails to acquire enemies during his career. If the
politician’s character and intensions are corrupt, as was the case with
József Pogány/John Pepper, the subject of Thomas Sakmyster’s new biog-
raphy, his fate is sealed. If he is lucky enough to escape public disgrace,
avoid arrest and escape execution, his talent, ambition and character faults
will ultimately catch up with him after his death, as he is judged by his-
tory. No Communist, with the possible exception of Béla Kun and Tibor
Szamuely, evoked so much hostility among his conservative contempo-
raries as József Pogány. In contrast to Kun or Szamuely, however, Pogány
was disliked and even demonized by his socialist and communist com-
rades. Executed during the Stalinist purges in 1938 but rehabilitated in


