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The documents of the secret police which
have been explored recently by historians
have different characteristics and serve
multiple uses. Even pertaining to objective
information, realistic data and data of a
dubious credibility blend into each other.
Historians have to reconstruct the past on
the basis of this medley.
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The Collective Nobility of Szeklers –

Myth or Legal Fact Expired over Time? 
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In recent years, the Szeklers’ collective
nobility has become the subject matter of
the historians’ debates again. In response to
this, the author examines the documents
related to the issue from the 14th century
until the beginning of the 19th century,
reaching the conclusion that the law of
medieval Hungary uniformly treated Szek-
lers as nobles. In theory, this status is
maintained even after 1562 (following a
significant reduction of their privileges),
but from then on this collective rank of the
Szeklers has no practical significance in
Transylvania. However, Szeklers who relo-
cated from Transylvania to Hungary en-
joyed the benefits of this collective noble
status even at the beginning of the 19th

century.
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Friend and/or Enemies
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From the documents contained in the secret
folder on the editor of the journal Korunk,
held under surveillance by the secret police
of the previous regime in Romania, we can
now identify what the secret services were
most interested in, including specific
events. Their returning questions concern
the opinions voiced by the “Hungarian
nationalists” in private circles and even
more publicly, as well as their supposed
“plans for action”. The informations were
supplied by members of the editorial staff,
recruited by the secret services. The
documents of the Securitate now show us
that even close friends were capable of
supplying informations as enemies about
the person targeted by the secret police.

Béla Markó
The All-Seeing Eye of God

Keywords: secret police, surveillance, Secu-
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While the members of the older generation
still talk about their past experiences with
the secret police (the Romanian Securitate)
and surveillance, the anxiety and the panic,
who does even care about these things
among the younger generation? Everything
is so different in the age of Facebook, GPS
and smartphones. The subject of sur-
veillance comes up very differently today,
in the age of terrorist activity. Yet, at the
same time, we do know that even Angela
Merkel has been under surveillance…
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A Korunk Baráti Társaság felkérésére válaszolt,
intézményrendszerünk mûködtetését és a folyóirat megjelenését, 
az erdélyi magyar kultúrát anyagi hozzájárulással elõsegítõ
magánszemélyek névsora
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