“EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW?”
ABOUT THE ORKENY WEB PAGE

0

In the early spring of 2009 the national library
launched the web page paying tribute to Istvan
Orkény (http://orkenyistvan.hu) as the out-
come of an agreement between the National
Széchényi Library and the Orkény family. It was
introduced on 8th April, a date close to Istvin
Orkény’s birthday, as he was born on 5th April
1912. In the finals of the eFestival multimedia
contest in November 2009, the service was
awarded the winning digital media application
qualification in the “Digital preservation of
Hungarian cultural heritage” category.

In the early summer of 2008 Zsuzsa
Radnéti, Istvdn Orkény’s widow con-
tacted General Director Istvdn
Monok with the news that the family
would like to publish some of Istvin
Orkény’s outstanding pieces on the
pages of the Hungarian Electronic
Library (MEK). Subsequently, as a
result of the agreement with the
Palatinus Publishing Company the
national library digitized four vol-
umes. For the sake of enriching our
virtual collection, these texts covered
by copyright suggested the idea that
the national library should develop a
multimedia web page with coopera-
tion and strong support from the
Content Provision Department, the Collection of
Theatre History, the Informatics Directorate and the
family. In the course of negotiations, NSZL was
licensed to make public not only the most popular
Orkény pieces (Selected One Minute Stories, The Téth
Family, Catsplay, etc.) but also several other texts and
excerpts (Pisti in the Bloodshed, The People of Lagers,
From the Secrets of the Trade, etc.) with the proviso that
these works should be available only through the web
page and should not be included in the MEK collec-
tion. In addition to the Orkény pieces, as added intel-
lectual value, the page includes five lists: the selected
bibliographies of translations of his works, literature
about him, lists of fiction inspired by Orkény and the
best known theatre performances of his plays in

Hungary and abroad. Thanks to the Internet, several
elements of the lists and bibliographies can be clicked
and thus directly accessed via the home page. Relying
on the collections of the library and the family, sever-
al photos of stage productions and of Orkény’s life,
playbills, theatre and film posters, manuscripts,
excerpts from newspapers and journals have been dig-
itized. In addition, the service gives Istvdn Orkény’s
career details, his biography illustrated with pictures,
photos of him and of items of fine art that his work
inspired. Under the Interesting bits and pieces heading,
a bunch of widely used words, quotations, stories,

texts and other curious details originating from

Orkény’s works have been collected. Besides the 350

visuals, the web page contains a number of multime-
dia elements as well. Thanks to the Mojzer Publishing
Company, Kossuth Radio and Hungaroton, Istvin
Orkény’s voice (his own pieces and reports) can be
heard and, several of his one-minute stories are pre-
sented by P4l Mdcsai. In the film section, there are
excerpts from Zoltdn Fibri’s The Téth Family and
Karoly Makk’s Catsplay, as well as the televised ver-
sion of Péter Vallo’s In memoriam O. I and Jézsef
Pacskovszky’s film, The Real Death.

The web site has a summary in English, supple-
mented by the bibliography of English translations, a
number of texts and some English reviews. The find
function makes the web site more reader friendly,
guiding your way in the 400 virtual pages and several
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hundred documents. The provision is operated by the
free and open source code Drupal content provision
system. In designing the profile of the web page, inspi-
ration came from photos taken in Istvan Orkény’s flat.
When you enter, you hear the sound of his
Continental typewriter. As a special exception, NSZL
refrained from having the national library in the
Internet domain name, as it was bought by Istvin
Orkény’s family and made available to the national
library.

The continuously growing service is a good example

az orkenyistvan.hu
cfmd weboldal kimunkalasaért.

of how the combination of the national library’s rich
collection and the opportunities offered by virtual
space can create new values and encourage further
ideas. In cooperation with the Association of Hungarian
teachers, the National Széchényi library advertised a
competition for teachers of Hungarian under the title

E palyamunka
— ériékeindl fogya — | It a
DIJNYERTES DIGITALIS MEDIA
ALKALMAZAS ere.

of Learn Orkényese! The contest was motivated by the
desire to bring Istvin Orkény’s writing closer to read-
ers and to promote the sophisticated application of
computer technology in education. The award-win-
ning submissions are available on the Orkény web
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The introductory page of the web site

BEKOSZONO — Orkény Istvan szavaival

LAmikor megszillettem, olyan felt{inden szép woltam.
hogy a fdorvos karjdra vett, é&s szobardl szobiara
végigmutogatott & klinikdn. Azt mondjdl, még
nosolyogtan is, amitél a tobbil mamdk irigyen
felsdhajtottak

Ez rowviddel az eslsd vildghaboru kitorése eldtt
todrtént, 1912-ben. s azt hiszem. ez volt egyetlen
teljes értékil sikerem. Ettdl kezdve életem
folytonos dekadencia. Hemcsak szépségembdl
wvesztettem, fogaimbdl s hajambol hullattam el,

t> BEKUSZUNG
ELETRAJZ
PALYAKEP

CREERY ISTVAN MOVEI
UREENT A S2INEAZEAX
GALERIAX
HAKGCK
MULTIMEDIA

keresés

URKENY ISTVAN HONLAP

hanem a kiilvildggal szemben is egyre inkidbb

alulmaradtan.

Se akaratomnak nem tudtam érvényt szerezni,. se

tehetsegemet kihaszndlni. Hidba tudtam. hogy iro
akarok lenni., apam patikus volt. s shhoz ragaszkodott, hogy én is az
legyek. S meg ez se wolt neki elégl Arra wagyott. hogy tobb legyek nala,
= anikor patikus lettem. még egvszer egyetemrs kiildott, hogy
vegyészndrnitk iz legyek. Ujra warhattam négy &= fél évig, amig szivwsl-
l&lskkel az iridsnak szentelhettem magamn.
De meddig? Alig vettem néhédny mély lélegzetst, amikor kitért a hdboru
Hagyarorszag hadat iizent a Szovjetunidnak, = engem kivittek a frontra.
ahol hamarosan megverték a mi hadseregiinket. engem pedig elfogtak az
oroszok. & fogsdgban megint eltdltOttem négy és fél évet, de hazatérve
nujabb viszontagsagok vartak. melyek nem kinnyitették meg az én irdi
palyamat .
Mar ebbdl is mindenki lathatja. hogy amit ilyenformdn a vildgra sikeriilt
hoznom — néhdny kisebb-nagyobb regénvt. Ot-hat novelldskOtetet, ket
szindarabot —. ugyszdlvan titokban irtam. néhény szabad dramban.
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