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This paper reveals some of the academic applicatadrihe registers
of students, as sources, with special regard testi®ol history.We
will point out, that the register of students isiatly useful in
educational and social history research. It impliegortant data
regarding institutions and their students, it mé&gd light on the
relationship of education and society.Student fiegssas databases is
frequently used by historians and they may alsattvactive for
sociologists and first of all is very useful in ppéng individual
genealogies.
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Sources are essential part of historical scie®y; inay also be viewed as
it's origin. Anything that concerns the past canabsource. The object of
this study, the register of students is also acmurhis study’'s aim is to
reveal some of the academic applications of theggsters, with special
regard to the school history.

The registers

The censuses of the 18-19th century were made @endixes of official
reports. It is important regarding censuses thay ttvere made with a
statistic purpose. It gives source value to thesgses, that they were
directly recorded, so the census-taker most oftittne was there at the
formation of the censuses. Their source value saeced by two other
circumstances: on one hand they are data-like decovhich make certain
events of the past reality easy to measure antphetein a statistical sense,
so they are especially appropriate for the objectipproach. On the other
hand it can help to model besides occupationalaisins and other
circumstances of certain people, also the charattsrof bigger masses. So
the statistically processed sources can be labeked treasury for social
history. (Fazekas, 2001)

The register of students is a document type, whiatounted among the
censuses. It registers the fulfillment of the s¢raitendance and the study
obligations. On the basis of this were issued -aedssued even today - the
certificates attesting the completion of certairuedional levels. (Sasfi,
2004)

From among the documents of the schools and thdicpatucation
administration - among the archival substances plirish registers can be
found in the most considerable quantity, and itvigles not only for
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education- and school history, but also for sohiatory researches a huge
quantity of source-material.

The data types

La&szl6 Szdgi, one of the experts of the themejsmiork had tried to collect
ten data types from school parish registers (whevas possible): 1. Name
of the student 2. Place of his birth (giving theetaHungarian name of it) 3.
The occupation of his parents or his guardian'd,thair social rank. 4. The
religion (the non catholic student was rare, so/ dhé different religion —
like protestant or Jewish - was marked in most Yifsie Nationality (its
marking was very rare before 1850) 6. The datehefregistration. In the
case of the most important universities such ad)thieersity of Vienna, it is
not possible to find out the correct date. 7. Taeulty or the course of the
student 8. The name of the institution, where hatinaed his preliminary
studies, or the name of the university he was ctora. 9. From when till
when studied at that university. 10. Acquired gramfe degree on the
university at which he enrolled. (Sz6gi,1994)

In most cases the most of the data types are rdable in reference of
the students. In general it can be said, that #@ta doncerning of the
students’ religion, the social status of the paremd the former education
institute were not registered at most of the ursiiess and colleges. But
fortunately the other data types are availabldgrréte.

Two possible ways can be distinguished speakingtathe use this data
set. First, we can explore and define the certansgns’ studies on abroad.
Secondly, we can find out about the compositiontleé population’s
territorial and social background, studying at fgineuniversities. The results
of these two different points of view may shed figh social components,
possibilities and determinants of the peregrinatigSasfi, 2002)

Two manners of the scientific use of timatricula can be distinguished
The data is possible to be approached from theviththl, and from the
institution. Of course, there are several commadntp®f both directions.

Information about the individual

In the first case - approaching from the individualve can get some
personal information about the individual and abuatfamily too. Most of
the registers contain the name, the place anddirbeth of the students and
the name, the occupation or social rank of themardVith the help of this
information we can open up the social position efesal persons and
families.

On the ground of that it is possible to discover fiocial status of the
students in the institution, and to assume, whatldcdbe the social
background of students joined to a school.

We can point out not only to the differences betwdee school types,
but also between areas. For example if there w&g @me school in a
village, each student had their own register thepeywe can map the whole
village from a social view approach. It can be fowmly after the E6tvos
law, but not necessarily. Also with the help of tegisters, which were
made before the compulsory education we can magha#limilies were able
to afford to let their children going to schooldamow long and in what kind
of schools. So it is possible to follow one studeoin the primary school to
theunivestitas
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We can analyze that in what kind of schools what lof education was
offered for the students. So it is also possibleltserve whether the children
they followed their parents’ trade or professionnot.

Certain student registers may include informatidrowd the students’
religion and nationality. The thamatio shows us only that in which country
lived the person. For example if in a student tegig/as the nation marked
as hungarus it means that the student is from Hungary, nait the is
Hungarian. But that information can be also vergfuls

We also have to mention thmeregrination The peregrination of the
Hungarian students was influenced by many factéia. example the
financial state of the family, whether they coutfbed their child to continue
education, and when they were able to, then in kimak of school and how
long could studied the student. It's an importamégiion from the point of
view of the schools, that what kind of circle aidgnts they have, and from
what kind of social classes and what nationalityismbers became the
students of a certain institution.

The peregrination

With the help of Laszl6 Sz6gi's database we provademaller summary
about the peregrination of the Hungarian studemtié 19' century, which
makes the analysis according to the already mesdieiewpoints possible.

In the first half of the so-called long 19th cemtufl790-1850) it
happened to be more than eleven thousand regisisatin the universities of
the Habsburg Empire, Netherlands, Switzerland aed@German areas. The
two-thirds of the registrations happened in onehef institution of higher
education in Vienna. 40% of them was at universityarts, 17% at the
technological university, and the last 9 % at tademy of fine arts, or
engineering or else. In the Monarchy were threeerotnstitutions also
popular among the students: the universities oz JPaague and Lemberg.
Outside of the Monarchy the German universitiesewery popular, 20% of
the all registrations happened at them. At Dutcd &wiss universities
studied in this period only 104 Hungarian-born stud.

These are the faculties’ distribution of the Humgarstudents at the
universities of the Monarchy between 1790 and 185Ghe biggest rate
(15%) of enrolled students were at theological itées) following them the
doctors and surgeons, and also the engineers emp@®tty much the same
importance (10-11%). The medicals, the surgeonstlam@ngineers studied
in Vienna in most cases, the 2/3 of theologicatiehts studied in Vienna,
the others in Graz and in Lemberg (Lvov). Contigueommercial studies
was that time in the Monarchy only possible atWennese Polytechnics’
trade department: 7% of the Hungarian studentsestutkere. At the German
universities and colleges enrolled between 178®19#,5 thousand
students. The 32% of these students studied thgoldy13% of them low
and arts, 9% studied engineering and 7-7% continoeztlical and
agricultural studies.

The territorial distribution of students studying Vienna is remarkable.
"It is natural, that the west-Hungarian Germanveatpeaker population in
Moson, Sopron, and Vas county send their sonsudysto Vienna. It is
unequivocally in evidence, that the Transdanubie tounty of Upper
Hungary and also the more important cities senthbst of the students to
Vienna." (Sz6gi,1994) In the case of Vienna theweraore factors: it was
the capital city of the Monarchy, it had a reputahiniversity with
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departments, which were not found at Pest. Andh#taral attraction area of
Vienna - the geological and language - made th@atagty most likely a
cheaper solution than the home university for tidents from Hungary. It
is more or less probable in the case of the otbeddr-close University of
Graz.

That information shows us the structural factolsng them is worth to
make this phenomenon’s deep statistical analy$is. fuge database is very
useful to the peregrination research, which prowundgortant information to
explore a country’s or an ethnicity’s school-, @udtural history.

We have to mention another use of the studenttezgisWith several
information can help the matricula to the genealoggearches, because it
includes the students’ and their parents’ datah sscthe name, the time and
place of birth and the permanent address and ladésodcupation.

School’s history researches

Another approach to process the registers is flmmistitutions, as it was
mentioned before. The registers of students areoiitapt sources of the
school’s history researches.

The Minister of Culture published an order in 188B:high schools had
to write their own history. Most of the high schedlid it, and for their
works were the student registers very importantcasu Since the firdRatio
Educationisthe issue of the student registers was obligatorg, it has been
complied by the schools. As a help to write a stha&iory there are several
censuses from the so called reform period. We gavelso a lot of school-
inspectors’ reports, files of new schools’- andhhgghools’ organizations,
state grant’s payoffs etc. from the period of th@lgm. These files could
help the researchers to create a more complete aledrer picture.

We have to mention as a curiosity, that into thelent registers of the
school of Kunszentmiklds were fallen the interrmal/$ of the institution in
Latin language. It is probably not a unique examfilgives the researcher
newer information hereby.

With the help of these student registers it is jpbsgto map the situation
and the changes of the education system. And tdesaments give us
useful information about the school networks.

As we could see, the register of students is eguadleful for the
education- and social history researches. It imgheportant data regarding
institutions and their students too, it may shefhtlion the relationship of
education's and society'. The data which can baeddn student register-
databases is not only used by the historians, thay be attractive for
sociologists, but may also serve with useful infation for mapping
individual genealogies.
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