A BAJSZOS SARMANY KOLTESE
MAGYARORSZAGON ES A KORNYEZO
TERULETEKEN

Dandl Jozsef

A bajszos sarmany ( Emberiza cia cia L..) nem gyakori madara a Karpat-medencénel .
Mint koltd faj ismert mar a mult szazad eleje 6ta. Dél-erdélyi elterjedését LEoNHARD
(1818), PETENYI (1842), STETTER (1844), Bievz (1856), LAzAr (1862) és DaNFORD
(1875) ismertették, sé6t STETTER (1844) pontos adatokat kozol elterjedésérél: Hunyad,
Zarand, Fels6-Fejér varmegyék teriiletérol. Részletesen igy ir: ,,. .. A dévai Magyar-
utezai patak volgyében és a szél6hegyekben a verdfényen egészen a dévai varhegyig
minden télen talaltam, noha nemigen sokat, minthogy még tavasszal is gyakran
vert fel a kutyam a sz6l6hegyekbdl ily sarmantyut, egész bizonysaggal allithatom,
hogy ott kolt, de nem sokat, és csak bizonyos helyekre szoritkozva’. ZEYK (VONOCZKY -
ScHENK, 1920) szerint nem ritka Torocké és Kakova kornyékének sziklas hegyoldalai-
nak bozétosaiban, valamint Nagyenyed mellett III—IV-ben is tébb izben észlelte.
Szerinte a Nagvenyed kornyéki sz6lékben telel is (XII). Daxrorp (1875) és Usato
(1885—1886) Hatszeg kornyékén a Retyezat labanal talaltak. Frivarpszey (1891)
a kovetkezd példanyokat sorolja fel a Magyar Nemzeti Muzeum gytjteményébdl:

Herkulesfiirdo, 1840 PETENYI
Déva, 1844 o0 @ STETTER
Szaszsebes | 8657 X 10 T CSATO
Rea 1882. XII. 4. o © Bupa
Nagyenyed 1882. XII. 18. & Csath
Igenpataka 1886. ITI. 30. & CsaTo

STETTER adatait megerdsiti CHERNEL (1899, 1902). Szerinte is Hunyad, Als6-Fehér,
Fogaras és Krass6-Szorény megyékben él. Erdélvi elterjedésére vonatkozolag még
a kovetkezd adatokat talaljuk: Csatod tobbszor latta és gytijtotte Kovragyon, Bor-
bereken, Klopotvan és Nagyenyeden. Bupa Apim Hatszeg mellett és 1892, IV.
8-an Rea hataraban, Czy~k Fogaras vidékén. LinTiA a tavaszi vonulason Oravica-
banyan 1904. III. 23-an; Bartnos Gyuvra Malomviz és Varallya kozt 1908, 1V.
27-én figyelte meg. 1907—1918. években szerinte tébb par rendszeresen koltott a
csillampalas, gorgeteges, kopar hegyoldalban. 1909-ben Lintia Ujmoldovarol kapott
egy erdsen kotlott fészekaljat, de ebbdl csak egy tojas jutott épségben kezeihez.
SzeiTs Bira 1909. 1. 22-i gyiijtési nappal kiilldétt egy & példanyt Orsovarol, a Madar-
tani Intézetnek. Lintia 1909. I1. 22-én Paulisnal észleli, Hausman~ pedig Tiirkosnél
1910. IV. 10-én. Hevyper Rinirp 1911. V. 23-4n a szebeni Cibin-hegységben latta
a bajszos sarmanyt. Dopay 1911 nyara végén a Tordai-hasadékban egy erésen
vedld példanyt gviijtott, majd egy egészen fiatal és egy kiszinezett oreg példanyt,
1912. VIII.-aban a Turi-hasadékban talalt csaladban. 1913. VI. 7-én két part allapi-
tott meg a Turi-hasadékban és egy 4-es friss fészekaljat gvijtétt (H. Salmen in litt.).
WercorLp 1912. IV. 20—V. 10. kozti idében Kozla és Dubova hataraban észlelte.
Szar6 1921-ben ismét a Turi-hasadékban talalja meg. LinTiA a temesvari muzeum
gviijteményébdl a kovetkezd példanyokat ismerteti (1944): Ujmoldova, 1912. IV.
24., Kozla, 1912. V. 4., Csernahéviz (=Toplet), 1943. IIIL. 6. és 7., Naszados (=Plavi-
sevita), 1943. III. 10., Oravica, 1906. TI1. 20., A Békas-szoros nyugati bejarojanal
1942. VIIL. 11-én KevEe észlelte, Berpr Mikros 1949, VIII. 28-4n a Székelvkonel,
1950. VII-ben Nagvenvednél talalkozott bajszos sarmannyal. Végiil GyOrRFI SANDOR
1952. IV. 21-én. Hidegszamos mellett észlelt 3 darabot. Ezekbél lathatjuk, hogy a
bajszos sirmanv erdélvi koltési teriilete hatara északnak és nyugatnak Ujmoldova —
Hatszeg—-Torda és Békés-szoros vonalaban hiuzhaté meg.
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Ugy latszik az erdélyi koltési teriilettél fiiggetlen a karpataljai el6fordulasa, ahol
1931-ben HraeAr Kirdalyhelmecnél talalkozott vele (kdzelebbi datumot nem ad meg).
PorTENKO (1950) és STRAUTMAN (1954) is erre az adatra tdmaszkodnak.

Nyugat-Szlovakiabél a régebbi irodalomban csak egyetlen adattal talalkozunk.
Nacy Jozser (1861) emliti, hogy egyetlen példanya Récsény vidékérdl szarmazik,
kozelebbi datumot nem ad meg. GExcLER 1917. X. 2-An Parkanynandnal vélt egy
példanyt latni. Kux adataira késébb tériink ra. Inc. A. Mosanszky szives levélbeli
értesités alapjan 2 példanyt gyiijtott a kassai miuzeum részére: Pelsée, 1956. VII.
18. iuv.

Ausztriaban régebben ismert mar néhany par koéltése a Wachauban, a Duna mellett.
Luvairscn 1939. V. 21-én a Schneeberg oldalaban is megtalalta.

Fiume tajékan Brusina atvonulé fajnak jelzi. Maparisz (1899) itt gvakorinak
tartja, ellenben MasTrOVIC (1944) szerint a tengerparton csak telel (bizonyité példany:
Susalk, 1940. XII. 22.) és csak a hegységekben kolt a Balkan-félszigeten. MATVEJEW
(1950) szerint Szerbia nyugati részében csak a déli hegyvekben kolt, kiilonésen Suva és
Stara Planina, Kopaonik kérnvékét emelik ki, ahol jellegzetes fészkeld fa.], Kelet-
Szerbiaban azonban a Dundig ismertek nvari eléfordulasai. GENGLER az 6szi kébor-
lason 1917. VIIL. 8-an Ujverbasznal és X. 3-4n Piros-nal vélte megfigyelni, a Bées-
kaban.

Hazank teriiletérol az elsé példanyt DrEHER a M. Nemzeti Mizeum preparatora
gyijtotte 1860. VIII. 1-én, Budapest hataraban (pontosabban nem jeldli meg a helyet,
Frivarpszky, 1891). Gexcrer 1917, IX. 27-én Csengddnél egy éneklé himet vélt
hallani. Utanuk 1930. XI. 23-an Keve latott egy példanyt Budaérs hataraban,
Man~sBERG 1950. III. 26-4n a solymari Fehérhegyen, Sziig LAszro pedig 1953. 111.
1-én 2 himet és 1 tojot a nagyvkovacsi Remetehegyen.

14. abra. A bajszos sdarmdny fészkeld teriilete
Fig. 14. The Breeding-Habitat of the Rock Bunting

Photo J. Dandl
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15. gbra. A bajszos sdrmdny fészke a fidkdkkal
Fig. 15. The Nest of The Rock-Bounting with Youngs

Photo J, Dandl
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Itt esatlakoznak sajat megfigyeléseim az eddigi adatokhoz. Kézel 15 éve
figyelem a budaorsi Csiki-hegyek madarviligiat. Mediterran jellege mar
els6 latasra felkeltette érdeklodésemet, amit kés6ébbi megfigyeléseim
soran sikeriilt is bizonyitékokkal alatdmasztanom (pl.Oenanthe hispanica
mindkét valtozata stb.).

A bajszos sarmany elsé csapatait a Farkashegyen lattam 1946. XII.
25-én, 10—12-es létszamban. A terep 10 fokos lejtGvel délnek diilé meredek.
A lejt6 labanal sz6lék, majd felfelé haladva galagonya, feketefenyd,
vorosgytri, nyulfarkfi, arvalanyhaj, kései perje boritassal, néhol szikla
kibuvés, egy-két kéfejtéssel. A fenti id6pontban —1-—2° hémerséklettel
borult idé volt. A madarak feltiinGen éles ci-ci hivisara lettem figyelmes,
mivel a madarak el6bb észrevettek, mint én meglattam volna Gket.
Altaldban csendben vannak és a foldon keresgetnek vagy behtzédva a
galagonya agai kozé pihennek és tolliszkodnak. Néha a terepen orakig
varhattam, mig hallattak hivasukat. Az els6 megfigyelést kovetGen
1946—1955 kozt rendszeres megfigyelést A
rajtam kiviil 4ll6 okok miatt 1951 tele és 1952 tavasza esett csak ki ebbdl
a megfigyelési sorozatbdl. A bajszos sirmanyokat 1—20 f{6ig terjedd
szamban taldltam. Csapatukban néha volt 1—2 okorszem, sziirkebegy;
kornyezetiikkben citromsarmény, zoldike, tengelic, kenderike, fenyorigo,
kiralyka, feny6pinty, erdei pinty, szén-, kék-, barat- és feny6cinege, rit-
kédn nadi sdrmany, szarka, karvaly és erdei fiilesbagoly. A terep felett
keringtek vagy athuztak: héja, vandorsélyom, gatyas és egerész olyv.

A tél majdnem minden megnyilvanuldasaban lattam &ket, igy koédben,
es6ben, hdoban, fagyban, havas es6ben, hdesésben. Magatartasuk igen
valtozé volt. Altaliban koédben tudtam legjobban megkizeliteni Sket.
Borult, szélmentes fagyponton feliili id6ben néha halkan énekelnek, s ha
semmi sem zavarja Oket, orakat toltenek egy helyen. Ha valami rend-
ellenességet vesznek észre, azonnal hallatjak ci-ci hivasukat. ElGszor egy
példany kel fel a foldrél, feliil a galagonya tetejére. A hivasra a tobbiek
felelgetnek és 6k is kiiilnek a bokor agaira. Az ismétlédé hivas kozben
egyes példanyok farktollaikat villanas-szerlien nyitjak és csukjak. Ezt
akkor is megteszik, ha rovidebb tdvolsigra, néhiny méterrel odébb széll-
nak. Ha a zavaras fokozodik vagy megriadnak, hirtelen szinte mer6legesen
a magasba vagédnak és néhany szdz méterrel odébb repiilnek, majd ismét
eltinnek a bokrok kozt a foldon. Hivasuk mellett egy berregé hang is
szerepel, néha roptiilkben is hallatjak. Visszaadni irasban nehéz.

Budatrs hatardban eddig a kiovetkezd megfigyeléseket végeztem ezen
a fajon:

Farkashegy 1946. XII. 25. 10—12 db
2 1947. XII. 14. 5 db
2 1947. XII. 26. 1 idb
» 194 8.0 Sl 7 db
» 1949. T. 1. 10 db
" 1949. 1. 8. 5—6 db
0 1949. XT. 13. 1 db
Odvashegy 1960 =1 S db
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Farkashegy 19560 XTI 24 Andb

) 100} 310 k<0 1] B i 1 i 6 db
=4 L9625 XN, 1 db
4 1953. 1. 11. 4 db
% 1953. 1. 26. (5] db
I, 1953. XI. 22. 4 db
" 1963 X 24, 7| db
5s 1963. XT."29. 7 db
g 19563. XII. 6. 4 db
o 1956 355D N0 10, db
3y 19563 XI11_ 25, 10—15 db
5 LI {72 L B [ 2 db
i 1964. XTI. 5. 9 db
e 19564. XII. 26. 16 db
- 1955. II. 6. 12 db
g 19565. I1. 13. 3 db
e 195656. 1TI. 27. 18—20 db
- 19556. III. 6. Gl
i 19566. II1. 20. 7 db
Odvashegy 1955. XI. 6. 8 db
Farkashegy 19566. XI. 7. 4 . 'db
i 1955. XI. 20. b db
o 1956. 1. 8. 9 db
3 1956- L. 15. 5 db
o 1956. ITI. 5 12 db
-+ 1956. XII. 1¢ 5.  .db
v Fa5e e 2 8 db

Felmeriil a kérdés, hogy ez a meleget kedvel6 madar sokszor egész zord
idében, miért tart ki a tertuleten. A legkorabban észlelt példanyokat XI.
6-an, az utolsokat III. 20-4n észleltem Budaorson. Megfigyeléseim alap-
jan, Ggy latom a taplilék az oka kitartasuknak. A madar fétaplalékat
a kései perje (Diplachne serotina) és Festuca pratensis* magvai képezik,
amikre nagy mennyiségben van sziiksége, hogy a hossz éjszakai idére
tartalékolhasson. Mar 1955. évi els6 megfigyelésem (X 1. 6.) alkalmabol
lattam a kései perje magvait fogyasztani. 1955. 11. 27-én a héra rantva
a kalaszokat, szemezték a magokat. Maskor kénvelmesen a 70—80 em
magasra novo Diplachne-kaldszokbdl a magvakat a bokorrdl iilve szede-
gették, de sok esetben a kaldszokbdl mar kihullt magvakat a névény tové-
ben és kornyékén keresgélték.

A masik kérdésem az volt, hogy honnan johetnek ezek a madarak,
amikor koltésiik a téliink északabbra fekvé teriileteken ismeretlen. Leg-
kozelebb fekiidt az a feltételezés, hogy hozzank a kis Wachau-i populicid
a Duna vonalat kévetve jon rendszeresen telelni. Azonban én azt is fel-
tételeztem, hogy hazai koltése sines kizarva. Megérzésem akkor valt
valéra, amikor 1954 nyarin Karer Hupec (Brno) a Madartani Intézetben
Jarva kozolte, hogy ZpEnNexk Kux (Brno) honfitirsinak sikeriilt Pelsée
kérnyékén a bajszos sirminy fészkelését kimutatnia. Erintkezésbe 1ép-
tem Kux-al, aki szives volt k6zolni, hogy biztosra veszi a madar fészkelését
hazdnkban is. Tanulményiban (1954) bévebben is kifejtette, hogy &
1954. VII. 8—12. kozt a pelséei karszton kb. 15 parra becsiilte a koltd
alloményt. Levelében pontosan meg is jelolte azt a helyet, ahol a hatdron

* Réti csenkesz,
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talrél tavesivezve, feltételezi, hogy a Tornai Karszt Magyarorszigra
esé részletén hol fészkel madarunk.

[gy keltem utra 1955. VIL. 3-4n Josvafdre, hogy a kirnyezé karszt-
vidéket atkutassam. 1955. VII. 4-én a Nagyoldal karszt részét kutattam

A déli oldal 10 fokos lejtéjének labatol kiindulva molyhos és koesany-
talan tolgy, viragos koris, egy-két barkoca (berkenye, Sorbus) bokorer-
débe jutottam, 300—400 m t. sz. f. magassigban hazodd sztyepp-rét
(arvalanyhajas, Stipa). Itt hallottam az elsé hivast. A sokévi téli megfi-
gyelés nem volt hiabavald, 112°-kor megpillantottam az elsé éneklé himet
egy kiallo tolgyesonkon. Az éneket illetéen meg kell jegyeznem, hogy
szerintem fmf\lk sarmany-fajunkkal sem hasonlithatd ossze az éneke.
Nem staccato-szerien tagolt ének, mint Altaliban a sirmanyoké. BEgy
rovid kis onallé dallam, melyet igy probalok visszaadni:

ci-ci M ia Cszi-szi Mt gzi i th tigjg bt e

tata hie

trr

tia ?

Tehat a nadi sarmany, sziirkebegy és esicsorke énekének keveréke, mint
ahogyan NieETHAMMER is Ovatosan annak mindsiti. WitneErBY ellenben
BecustEinre célozva, az énekét: zi-zizi-zirr szotagokkal jeloli. A madar
3—4 masodpercenként adja elo rovid kis dalat, melyet 10—20 percig folytat.

Ugyanezen a helyen még egy éneklé himet hallottam és egy tojot
lattam. Ez a him szaraz 1(;ltf\1a, agesonkan énekelt. Du. 163°-kor 2 baj-
szos sarmany énekel, este 18¢-kor egy.

1955. VII. 5-én a Nagyoldalnak az Oltarks alatti részét jartam be.
Napos meleg id6 volt zivatarral. 10"-kor him és tojo tolgyfan. 103-kor
a him hernyoval a es6rében hivogat. Leetetés utian vadrdézsa bokron
iil. A fészkét sziklamélyedésben taldltam. Anyaga sziraz i, csészében
gyokérszalak, némi gvapji. Mindkét oreg etet. A tojot le is fogtam.
A fogas alatt mindkét oreg a fejem lmlul s a mellettem 4ll6 bokron
sititititi sikolté hangon ijedten hivogatott. A fidkik mar ugrasra készen
iiltek a fészekben. Négy fiokat és 1 zaptojast taliltam a fészekben. A fio-
kakat meggylriiztem — a mar emlitett tojoval egyiitt — a tojast pedig
mint elsd hazai bizonyitékot a Madartani Intézet gylijteménye szimara
elhoztam. Gytrlzés utan a fiokik mar nem maradtak benn a fészekben,
kiugralnak. A sziil6k hivé hangjat ci-ci ci-ci, dupliazva hallatjak. A tojo
l(*fo,;r isa utan a him egyszer jon egy zold hernyoval, de meglatott és
elejtette. 13%0-kor énekel, 14%-kor a him a hernyéval a esérében énekel(!),
de nmem etet. A meggylrizott tojot szabadon bocsdtva, az majdnem
fél oran beliill mar ismét etet, majd mind a ketten etetnek. 193-kor a
bokros erdds részben a fenti fészektdl lefelé 200 m-re egy masik kirepiilt
csaladot lattam. A tojo etet, a him énekel.

1955. VII. 6-4n a bodvaszilasi karsztot kerestem fel, Szendr6 és Bodva-
szilas kozott, de bajszos sirmanyt nem talaltam. Taldn a vegetacié hianya,
az erosebb karsztosodas az oka. Megjegyzem, hogy az el6z6 napi terepem
felett, a hegygerincen ismét nagyobb erdéség teriil el.
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A 3 napi kutatisom alapjian, melyet a Nagyoldalban végeztem, a fész-
kels bajszos sirmany dllomanyt 10—12 parra becsiiltem.

1956. V. 7—13. kozt ujra felkerestem Josvafs kornyékét. A Nagyol-
dalon a hegy kiilonbozé pontjain tolgyek sziraz cstesin 5 him énekét
hallottam és 2 tojot lattam. Fészeképitést még nem észleltem, a himek
sokat hallatjik a ci-ci hivast. 1956. V. 12-én pr. PAtk a1 IMrE-nek sikeriilt
bizonyitékul 1 himet és 1 tojot begy(jtenie. Méreteik: o : u?;'u'ny 85;
esor 13; csiid 22; farok 83 mm; suly 23 g; 2 : szarny 78; esér 12; csud 20;
farok 73 mm; suly 21 g.

Harmadik izben 1957. VI. 9—15. kozott latogattam el Josvafore. Az
éneklé 4 himet ismét sziraz tolgy-cstacsokon figyeltem meg. VI. 13-an
egy tojé zold hernyokat szedeget a hokorrol. Két kirepiilt csaladot is
esz.l(‘lt('m. Az oregek élénk ci-ci hivissal vezetgetik a szétszort repiilds
fiatalokat. Ugy latszik a koltésikk V. mdsodik felére esett. VI. 14-én
a Keesdi pdidlulal egy fird6z6 példanyt is lattam. Ugyanezen év VI,
6—8. kozt DR. P.-\TI\AI IMRE és Scumipt EKcon a N: mxnlddl egy masik
pontjat (szeleei) jartdk be, és 6k is kirepilt fiatalokkal taldlkoztak.

Sajat és Kux megfigyelései alapjan tehat allithatjuk, hogy a Tornai
Karszt megfelel6 pontjain az Emberiza cia cia 1.. meglehetds szép allomany-
ban kolt, és valdszint, hogy innen kapja Budapest kirnyéke is a téli
vendégeket, mivel a balkéni tapasztalatok alapjan is a madar nem vonul
messzi téli szallasra koltési teriiletérdl, hanem inkabb vertikalis vonuld,
vagyis télen az alacsonyabban fekvé hasonlo karsztos teriileteket keresi fel.

Eletmadjat illetéleg a stipas, déli, délkeleti meredek sziklis talajhoz
kotott, ahol egyes fakat is talal, melyek sziraz csucsat valasztja mindig
énekld helyének. Koltési ideje itt majus ho masodik felére esik. Fészkét
sziklak alda flesomdk kozé rejti. Fészekaljanak szama atlagosan 4.

A Dbegy(jtott madarak gyomortartalom vizsgalatat Sziig JOzser
volt szives elvégezni, a két gyomortartalomban a kovetkezéket taldlta:
o ; 1956. V. 12.: Vertigo antivertigo (csiga) 2, Phyllobius sp. (levélorma-
nyos) 4, Phyllobius sp. 4, Hymenoptera (apré darazsfaj) 1.

Q ; 1956. V. 12.: Vertigo antivertigo (csiga) 20, Clausiliidae (csiga) 1,
Phyllobius sp. (levélor manyos) 3, Carabida-larva (kb. 6—7 mm, futé-
bogar-larva) 1, (‘olooptera larva (kb. 10 mm) 1, Diptera (légy) 1.

Ezekhez ]cuulnak még azok az adatok, melyeket megfigvelés alapjin
szereztem, ti., hogy zolrl hernyokat eszik és etet velilkk. Ezzel szemben
budadrsi tapasz talatok alapjan téli taplaléka csaknem kizarolag a Dip-
lachne serotina és Festuca pratensis magvai. Osszevetve ezeket a kiilfoldi
vizsgalatokkal, azt latjuk, hogy GEROUDET (1954) szerint még koltésiidében
is a Stipa calamagrostis magvait ette apro zéld hernyodk és lepkék mellett
(Svaje). Jourpain (1948) csak altaldnossagban beszél, hogy magvakat,
rovarokat és STENHOUSE vizsgalata szerint sziocskéket eszik. NIETHAMMER
(1937) szerint taplaléka a citrom- és sovényvsarmannyal azonos.

A téli madar-tarsulast, amelyben él, mar a fentiekben megismertiik.
A bajszos sarmany fészkel6 helye kozvetlen kozelében a kovetkezd
fajokat figyeltem meg: Sylvia communis, Anthus trivialis, Caprimulgus
europaeus, Lanius collurio Monticola saxatilis, Emberiza citrinella,Phyllos-
copus collybita. Jésvafé kornyékén 71 kolto fajt jegveztem fel, melyek
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ismertetését egy kés6bbi munkidmban részletesen kozlom. Dr. PATk A1 IMRE
hivta fel figyelmemet a fészkel6 teriilet alatt elteriilé tolgyesben
az Oltus scops hivé hangjara.

A fentiek alapjin tehat kivanatosnak tartom, hogy féleg majus masodik
felében a Tornai Karsztot pontosabban atkutassuk, hogy annak mely
részén milyen nagy allomany él és Altaldban karsztos teriileteinket
szorosabb vizsgilat ald vegyiik tgy koltési id6ben, mint télen, hogy més
mediterran fajok mellett a bajszos sAirmany, hol fordul még elé hazankban.

Végiil is halas koszonetemet fejezem ki Dr. Dorning HEnrik (Csdémor), ZpENEK
Kux (Brno), Ruporr Lucitsca (Wien—Mdadling) és Hans SALMEN (Linz) szives levél-
beli segitségeikért és mindazoknak, akik munkamban, mint fent is jeleztem, segitsé-
gemre voltak.
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Breeding of the Rock Bunting (Emberiza cia eia L.) in Hungary and
surrounding territories

by J. Dandl

The Rock Bunting ( Emberiza cia cia L.) is not a frequent bird of the Carpathian
Basin. It is already known as a breeding species since the beginning of last century.
Its range in Southern Transylvania has been described by Leoxuarp (1818), PETENYI
(1842), STETTER (1844), Bierz (1856) and LAizAr (1862), while STETTER gave even
exact data about its range in the counties of Hunyad, Zarand and Fels6-Fejér. He
gives the following details: ,, . .. .. ... in the valley of the creek of the street Magyar-
utea in Déva, as well as in the vineyards quite up to the Castle-hill of Déva I found
it on sunny days every winter, though not very many of them, and as even in spring-
time my dog often flushed such Buntings from the vineyards, I can state with cer-
tainty, that it breeds there, but not many of them and is only limited to certain
places.” FrivarLpszky (1891) mentions the following specimens from the collection
of the Hungarian National Museum.

Herkulesfiirds 1840 Petényi
Déva 1844 & @ Stetter
Szaszsebes ; 1857 XA Sl O Ty Csato
Rea 1882 ORIl A etC Buda
Nagyenyed 1882, XII. 18. Csato
Igenpataka 1886, ITI. 30 & Csato

Stetter’s data are supported by Chernel (1899, 1902), who also states, that it lives
in the counties of Hunyad, Alsé-Fehér, Fogaras and Krass6-Szorény. Concerning
its range in Transylvania we still find the following other data: CsaTé has several
times collected it in Kovragy, Borberek, Klopotva and Nagyenyed. A. Bupa found
it near Hatszeg and on April 8th 1892 in the swrroundings of Rea, Czynk in the
surroundings of Fogaras, LinTia in Oravicabanya, in spring-migration, March 23rd
1904; G. BarTHOS observed it between Malomviz and Varallya, on April 27th 1908.
According to him several pairs regularly bred on the barren hillsides, covered with
slate and stone in the years 1907—1918. In 1909 LinTiA received a strongly incubated
clutch from Ujmoldova, of which only one egg reached him intact. B. SzE6TS JUN.
sent a o specimen to the Ornithological Institute from Orsova, with the date of
January 22nd 1909. LintiAa found it on February 22nd near Paulis, and NEUMANN
near Tiirkds, on April 10th 1910. R. HEYypEr saw the Rock Bunting on May 23rd
1911 in the Cibin-mountains near Nagyszeben. Dogay collected, at the end of the
summer 1911, a strongly moulting specimen in the Valley of Torda, then a quite
voung and a fully coloured old specimen. In August 1912 he found in the fissure
Turi (about 6—7 kilometers from the former place) a family of them. On June 7th
1913 he stated two pairs in the Turi-fissure and collected a fresh clutch of 4 (H. Salmon
in litt.). According to Zevk (VoNoczKY—ScHENK, 1920) it is not rare in the bushes
of the rocky hillsides in the surroundings of Torocké and Kakova, and he noticed
it in March and April on several ocecasions near Nagyenyed. According to him it even
passes the winter in the vineyards near Nagyszeben (XII). Daxrorp (1875) and
Csatd (1885—1886) found it in the surroundings of Hatszeg at the foot of the mountain
Retyezat. WeicoLD stated it between April 20th and May 10th 1912 in the surroundings
of Kozla and Dubova. Szapd in 1921 found it again in the fissure of Turi. Lintia (1944)
mentions the following specimens from the collection of the Museum of Temesvar:
Ujmoldova, April 24th 1912, Kozla, May 4th 1912, Csernahéviz (= Toplet), March 6th
and Tth 1943, Naszados (= Flavisvita), March 10th 1943, Oravica, March 20th 1906.
On August 11th 1942 Dr. Keve found it at the western entrance of the Békas-pass.
M. BErp1 met the Rock Bunting on August 28th 1949 near Székelyké and in July 1950
near Nagyenyed. Finally S. GYGrFI saw 3 specimens on April 21st 1952 near Hideg-
szamos. We may see from the above data, that the northern boundary of the Tran-
sylvanian breeding territory of the Rock Bunting can be drawn northwards and
westwards by the line Orsova—Hatszeg—Torda and Békas-Pass.
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It seems that its occurrence in Carpatho—Ukrainia is indipendent from the Tran-
sylvanian breeding area. Here HrapAr metitin 1931 near Kiralybelmec (not giving any
nearer data about it). He can only quote this single evidence. Pertenko (1950) and
Strautman (1954) refer also to this single evidence.

Also from Western-Slovakia we find, in the former literature, only a single evidence:
J. Nacy (1861) mentions, that his only specimen comes from the vicinity of Récsény,
but does not give any nearer date. GExGcLER thinks to have seen one specimen near
Parkanynana on October 2nd 1916. We shall deal with the data of Kux later. According
to a letter from InG. A. Mosansky he collected two juvenile specimens for the Museum
of Kassa at Pelsée, July 18th 1952,

In Austria the breeding of a few pairs was known for some time, in the Wachau,
near the Danube. Lucitscn found it also, on the hill-side of the Schneeberg, May 21st
1939.

BrusinA says it to be a migrating species in the surroundings of Rijeka ( Fiume).
MaparAsz (1899) considers it to be frequent there, but according to MasTroOVIT, it is
only wintering on the sea-shore, (proving specimen: Susak, December 22nd 1940)
and only breeds in the mountains of the Balean-Peninsula. According to MATVEJEW
(1950) it only breeds in the western part of Serbia, in the southern mountains; he
especially points out the surroundings of Suva, Stara Planina and Kopaonik, where
it is a typical breeding species; but in Eastern Serbia their summeroccurrences are
known up to the line of the Danube. GExcrLer thinks to have observed them on
August Sth 1916 near Ujverbdsz and on October 3rd near Piros, in the Batchka,
during their autumnal straggling.

The first specimen in Hungary was collected by Dreuner, the preparator of the
National Museum, on August lst 1860 near Budapest (the locality is not mentioned
more exactly; Frivaldszky, 1891). GENGLER thinks to have heard a singing male on
September 27th 1916 near Csengéd. After them Dr. Keve saw a specimen on Novem-
ber 23rd 1930 near Budadrs, MANNsBERG on March 26th 1950 on the hill Fehérhegy
of Solymar (near Budapest) and L. Sziys 2 males and a female on the hill Remetehegy
in Nagykovdacsi (near Budapest) on March lIst 1953.

Here 1 want to add my own observations to the above data. I am watching the
ornis of the Csiki-hills in Budaors for almost 15 years. Their mediterranean character
aroused my interest at first sight and I was right, as in the course of vears 1 succeeded
in proving the occurrence of other rare species there (E. g. both variations of Oenan the
hispanica, ete.)

I saw the first small flocks of the Rock Bunting on the hill Farkashegy (near
Budapest), on December 25th 1946 groups of 10—12. It is a slope of 10" falling
southwards. At the foot of the slope there are vineyards, higher up hawthorn, black
pine, the ground is covered with Cornus sanguinea, hare’s tail grass, needlegrass and
Diplachne serotina; now and then rocks are scattered; one or two quarries. On the
above-mentioned day the temperature was 1—2° below freezing-point, with cloudy
weather. My attention was caught by the strikingly sharp call of the birds, tzi-tzi,
because the birds were sooner aware of me, than I noticed them. They generally keep
quiet and search for food on the ground or rest between the branches of hawthorn
and arrange their plumage. Sometimes I had to wait for hours until I heard their call.
Following this first observation I systematically watched this bird between 1946—1955,
except the winter 1951 and spring 1952 when reasons beyond my control prevented
me from carrying on these observations. I found the Rock Buntings in numbers of
1—20. In their flock there were sometimes 1—2 Wrens and Hedge Sparrows. Their
accessory species are: Yellowhammer, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Linnet, Fieldfare,
Golderest, Brambling, Chaffinch, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Marsh and Coal Tit, rarely
Reed Bunting, Magpie, Sparrow Hawk and Long-Eared Owl. Above the territory
circled or passed: Goshawk, Peregrine Falcon, Rough-legged Buzzard and Common
Buzzard. ; ' !

I saw them in almost all sorts of weather in winter, so in fog, rain, snow, frost,
snowy-rain and snowfall. Their behaviour varied greatly. Generally it was in fog
that I could best approach them. In covered, windstill weather, above freezing-point,
they sometimes sing in a low voice and if nothing disturbs them, they remain for
hours on one place. As soon as they notice something unusual, they at once utter
their tzi-tzi call. First one specimen rises from the ground and sits on a hawthorn

185


http://eviden.ee

branch. The others answer at its call and they also perch on the branches of the bush.
During the repeated calls the birds open and shut their tail-feathers as in a flash.
This they also, do, when they fly to shorter distances, a few meters further. If the
disturbance increases or if they get startled, they suddenly swing up vertically in the
air and fly a few hundred meters further, just to vanish again amongst the bushes
on the ground. In addition to their call they also utter a rattling sound, sometimes
also when flying. It is rather difficult to express it in letters.

Up till now I made the following observations in the surroundings of Budadrs:

See Hungarian text.

The question arises, why this bird, which prefers a warm climate, persists to stay
on this place, sometimes even in quite rough weather. The earliest observation was
made on November 6th and the latest on March 20th, in Budadrs. Based on my
observations I think that it is because of their food. The main food of this bird consists
of the seeds of Diplachne seretina and of Festuca pratensis, of which they want a
great quantity to store it for the almost 19—20 hours’ long night-time. Already at my
earliest observation in 1955 (November 6th) I saw them to take the seeds of the
Diplachne seretina. On February 27th 1955 they picked the seeds pulling the ears
down to the snow. On other occasions they leisurely picked the seeds from the ears
that grow 70—80 centimeters high, while sitting oni the bushes, but they often searched
for the spilt seeds at the foot of the plant or around it.

The second question was, from where these birds might come, as their breeding
places are unknown on the territories lying North of us. The most probable supposition
was, that it is the small population of Wachau which comes, following the course
of the Danube, to pass the winter in Hungary. But I also supposed, that its breeding
here is not impossible. My supposition proved to be right, when K. Huptc (Brno),
visiting our Ornithological Institute, told us that his compatriot ZpEnek Kux (Brno)
suceeded to state the breeding of the Rock Bunting in the surroundings of Pelsée.
I got in contact with Kux, who kindly gave me his statement, that he takes the
breeding of the bird also in Hungary for certain. In his paper (1954) he gives more
details about the fact that between July S8th and 12th 1954 he estimated the stock
of breeding pairs on the Karst of Pels6e to about 15. In his letter he also exactly
deseribed the place, which looking through his field-glasses from beyond the frontier
he supposes to be a further breeding place of the bird, that is on the part of the Karst
of Torna, falling to Hungary.

So I started for Jésvafé (N. Hungary) on July 3rd 1955 to study the Karst-territorv
lying in its vicinity. On July 4th 1955 I explored the Karst parts of the hill Nagyoldal.
I started from the foot of the 109 slope of the southern side of the hill, where I got
through a bushv wood of Oak, Ash-trees and some kinds of Sorbus, to a steppemeadow,
covered with Stipa, at an altitude of about 300—400 meters above sea-level. Tt is
here that I heard the first call of the Rock-Bunting. The numerous winter-observations
of manv years were not in vain; at 11.20 a. m. I caught sight of the first, singing
male, sitting on a protruding oakstump. As for its song, T have to remark, that it
cannot be compared to the song of any of our Bunting species. It is not an articulate
song in staccato-way, as is the song of the Buntings in general. It is a short, inde-
pendent melody, which I try to reproduce in this way:

titi . titi

tei-tsi P tutu hed ci-ci oi-tsi

ti ti trr
tid tsi s
tutu hia tiu

So it is a mixture of the song of the Reed Bunting, Hedge Sparrow and the Serin,
as NIETHAMMER — very cautiously also says. But, WITHERBY, referring to BECHSTEIN,
describes the song with the syllables zi -zizi - zirr. The bird utters its short little song
every 3—4 seconds and goes on with it for 10—20 minutes.

On this same place I heard another singing male and saw a female. This male sang
on a dry little branch of an Oak tree. At 4.30 p. m. two Rock Buntings sang, and at
6 in the evening, one.
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OnJuly 5th 1955 I explored the part of Nagyoldal which lies below the rock Oltarks.
It was a warm sunny day with a thunderstorm. At 10 a. m. both the male and female
were sitting on an oak-tree. At 10.30 the male, with a caterpillar in his beak, utters
his call. After feeding it perches on a bush of dog-rose. I found the nest in a fissure
of a rock. Its material was dry grass, in its cup thin root filaments, a few of wool.
Both adult birds were feeding. I even caught the female. While I did this, the male
flew around my head and perching on the bush near me, uttered its alarm note shi-
titititi. The young were sitting in the nest, ready to jump out; I found four young
and an infertile egg in the nest. 1 ringed the young and the female and brought
the egg back to the Ornithological Institute, as a proof of the bird’s breeding in Hung-
ary. After having been ringed the young did not remain in the nest, but jumped
out of it. The parents utter their call tzi-tzi, tzi-tzi, doubling it. After having caught
the female, the male came once with a green caterpillar, but saw me and dropped
it. At 1,50 p. m. it sings, at 2,45 the male comes with a small caterpillar in its beak,
but does not feed. Setting free the ringed female, it feeds the young hardly after half
an hour again, then both parents feed them. At 7,30 p. m. in the bushy wooded
part some 200 meters downwards from the mentioned nest, fledged young. The female
feed, the male sings.

OnJuly 6th 1955 I visited the Karst near Bodvaszilas, between Szendré and Bodva-
szilas, but found no Rock Buntings. The reason might perhaps be the lack of vegeta-
tion, the more expressed Karst-character. I want to remark, that above the area
explored on the previous day, there is, on the ridge of the hill, a larger wooded area.

As a result of my 3 days’ exploration of the hill Nagyoldal, I estimate the number
of breeding Rock Buntings to about 10—I12 pairs.

Between May 7th and 13th 1956 I again visited the surroundings of Jolsvaf6.
On different points of the hill Nagyoldal, I heard the song of 5 males sitting on the
tops of dry oak branches, and saw 2 females. I did not notice any nest-building activity
vet; the males often utter their tzi-tzi call. On May 12th 1956 Dr. I. PATK A1 succeeded
in collecting 1 male and 1 female as a proof. Their measurements are: @ wing 85,
bill 13, tarsus 22, tail 83 mm, weight 23 g; @ wing 78, bill 12, tarsus 20, tail 73 mm,
weight 21 g. '

For the third time I visited Jolsvafé between June 9th and 15th 1957. I again
observed singing males on the dry tops of Oak-trees. On June 13th a female was
picking green caterpillars from a bush. I also saw two families with fledged young.
The old birds lead the scattered, fledged young with a lively tzi-tzi call. It seems
that their breeding took place during the second half of May. On June 14th I saw
a bathing specimen at the creek Kéecsé. Between June 6th and Sth in the same year
Dr. I. Pitkar and E. ScuminT visited another point of the hill Nagyoldal (that of
Kécsé) and they also met fledged young.

Thus, according to my own experiences and those of Kux we can state that on
appropriate points of the Karst of Torna the Emberiza cia cia 1. breeds in fairly good
numbers and it is probable, that the surroundings of Budapest get their wintering
guests from here, because, according to the experiences made on the Balcan, the
bird does not go far from its breeding place to its wintering quarters, but is rather
a vertical migrant, which means that in winter it visits similar Karst-areas, which
lie at a lower altitude.

Speaking of its life-habits, it is always bound to rocky soils, covered with Stipa,
where it finds odd trees, the dry tips of which it always chooses for its singing place.
The time of their breeding is here the second half of May. It hides its nest under rocks,
between tufts of grass. The average number of their clutch is 4.

The contents of the stomach of the collected birds were examined by J. Szu,
who found the following in the two stomachs:

o : May 12th 1956: Vertigo antivertigo (snail) 2, Phyllobius sp. 4, Hymenoptera
(small kind of wasps) 1.

Q: May 12th 1956: Vertigo antivertigo (snail) 20, Clausiliidae (snail) 1, Phyllobius
sp. 3, Carabida-larva (cca 6—7 mm), larva of Carabid beetle 1, Coleoptera-larva
(cca 10 mm) 1, Diptera (fly) 1.

These data are completed by my own observations, i. e. that it feeds on green
caterpillars and is also feeding its young with them, while according to the experiences
in Budadrs, its winter food almost exclusively consists of seeds of the Diplachne
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seretina and of the Festuca pratensis. When comparing this with the investigations
carried out abroad, we see, that according to GEROUDET (1954) the bird consumed
the seeds of the Stipa calamagrostis even in breeding time and also tiny green cater-
pillars and butterflies (Switzerland). Jourpain (1948) speaking only generally, says
that it feeds on seeds and insects and it consumes grass-hoppers according to the
investigations of STENHOUSE.

NIETHAMMER (1937) writes, that its food is identic with that of the Yellowhammer
and of the Cirl Bunting.

We have already mentioned the winter associations together with which it lives.
I observed in the next vicinity of the breeding-place of the Roek-Bunting the follow-
ing species: Whitethroat, Tree Pipit, Nightjar, Red-Backed Shrike, Rock Thrush,
Yellowhammer, Chiffchaff. In the surrounding of Jésvafé I noted 71 breeding bird-
species. Dr. PATk a1 have had the kindness to call my attention on the voice of Scops-
Owl in the doak-forest, situated under the breeding habitat of the Rock-Bunting.

Based on the above mentioned I think it is desirable, that we should, principally
in the second half of May, investigate the Karst of Torna more thoroughly, to learn
what number, of birds is living on the different parts of this area and that we should
generally investigate our Karst territories more thoroughly, both during the breeding
period and in winter, to find out, where — besides other Mediterranean species —
the Rock Bunting is to be found in Hungary.

Finally I want to express my hearty thanks to Dr. . DorninG (Csomir), ZDENEK
Kux (Brno), Ruporr LucitscH (Wien-Modling) and Hans Saumen (Linz) who
kindly informed me by written communications, as well as to all those who helped
me in my work.



