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Introduction 

There are two comple te ly separate popula t ions of the P i n k - f o o t e d Goose i n 
the w o r l d (Ogilvie, 1978). 

1. Breeds i n I ce land a n d E a s t Green land a n d winters en t i re ly w i t h i n B r i t a i n . 
2. Breeds i n S v a l b a r d (Spitsbergen) and winters i n D e n m a r k , Wes t G e r m a n y , 

Nether lands a n d B e l g i u m . 
Th i s con t r i bu t i on reviews the past a n d current status o f bo th popula t ions . 

Icelandic—British population 

T h i s popu la t i on has been censused i n B r i t a i n since 1960, a n d earlier est i-
mates are ava i lab le going back to 1950. The censuses are car r ied out on the 
f irst or second weekend i n N o v e m b e r each year. A n earl ier census date w o u l d 
be possible for th is species because the entire popu la t i on has u sua l ly a r r i ved 
b y the midd le o f October . H o w e v e r the ea r ly N o v e m b e r date is convenient 
for s imul taneous ly censusing the G r e y l a g Goose Anser anser, a n d these do not 
a r r ive i n B r i t a i n u n t i l towards the end o f October . The P ink fee t are s t i l l ve ry 
concentra ted i n ea r ly N o v e m b e r , t h o u g h dispers ing more w ide ly as the win te r 
progresses. 

The census is organised b y me and invo lves u p to 100 amateur bird-watchers 
coun t ing the birds , m a i n l y at the n igh t - t ime roosts, on the designated week­
end. I n a d d i t i o n I t ake par t i n the ac tua l census, w o r k i n g i n areas where there 
are not suff icient b i rd-watchers . M u c h o f m y t ime is also spent i n gather ing 
large samples o f age-ratios a n d b rood sizes i n order to assess annua l breeding 
success. F e w bird-watchers can be bothered to make such deta i led observa­
t ions. 

Tab l e 1 sets out the p o p u l a t i o n tota ls found i n B r i t a i n each N o v e m b e r 
since 1950, together w i t h the percentage o f young birds . There has been 
a three-fold increase i n the t h i r t y - y e a r per iod , f rom a round 30 000 i n 1950 to 
the present 95 000. Boyd and Ogilvie (1969) a n d Ogilvie and Boyd (1975) have 
rev iewed i n de ta i l the p o p u l a t i o n dynamics , status and d i s t r i bu t i on o f the 
P inkfee t i n B r i t a i n , so I w i l l mere ly summarise some o f the i r conclusions here 
and b r ing the s to ry up to date. 

The reasons for the large increase t h r o u g h the 1950s and 1960s can be 
exp la ined p a r t l y b y a general ly good leve l o f breeding success, but p r o b a b l y 
more b y i m p r o v i n g condi t ions for the geese on the i r win te r ing areas i n B r i t a i n . 
The birds have exper ienced a s teady reduc t ion i n the amoun t o f shoot ing to 
wh ich they are exposed. A t the same t ime the feeding for t h e m has been 
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Table XV/1. 

Numbers and breeding success of Pink-footed Geese in Britain, censused each November 
1950 - 1980 

Winter Total % young 
5-year 

Winter Total % young 5-year % young 
niean 

% young 
mean 

1 9 5 0 - 1 3 0 0 0 0 4 8 . 8 1 9 6 6 - 7 7 6 5 0 0 2 1 . 6 

1 9 5 1 - 2 3 4 0 0 0 2 4 . 9 1 9 6 7 - 8 6 5 5 0 0 1 0 . 8 
1 9 5 2 - 3 3 5 5 0 0 2 3 . 4 1 9 6 8 - 9 6 5 0 0 0 1 1 . 7 

1 9 5 3 - 4 3 2 5 0 0 3 3 . 3 1 9 6 9 - 7 0 7 4 0 0 0 2 4 . 4 1 7 . 9 
1 9 5 4 - 5 3 7 0 0 0 3 4 . 9 3 3 . 1 1 9 7 0 - 1 7 2 0 0 0 2 3 . 1 

1 9 5 5 - 6 4 2 0 0 0 1 7 . 0 1 9 7 1 - 2 6 5 0 0 0 2 3 . 2 

1 9 5 0 - 7 4 9 5 0 0 1 8 . 4 1 9 7 2 - 3 7 2 5 0 0 1 1 . 4 

1 9 5 7 - 8 3 6 5 0 0 3 3 . 6 1 9 7 3 - 4 8 2 5 0 0 3 0 . 5 

1 9 5 8 - 9 5 4 0 0 0 2 5 . 9 1 9 7 4 - 5 8 9 0 0 0 1 7 . 6 2 1 . 1 

1 9 5 9 - 6 0 5 4 0 0 0 2 0 . 0 2 3 . 0 1 9 7 5 - 6 7 3 0 0 0 5 . 6 

1 9 6 0 - 1 5 7 7 0 0 2 7 . 6 1 9 7 6 - 7 7 1 0 0 0 1 1 . 3 

1 9 6 1 - 2 5 9 0 0 0 3 7 . 4 1 9 7 7 - 8 6 9 0 0 0 8 . 5 

1 9 6 2 - 3 5 6 0 0 0 2 0 . 9 1 9 7 8 - 9 7 8 0 0 0 1 8 . 4 

1 9 6 3 - 4 5 7 0 0 0 2 0 . 2 1 9 7 9 - 8 0 8 0 0 0 0 1 4 . 7 1 1 . 7 

1 9 6 4 - 5 6 5 6 0 0 2 6 . 6 2 6 . 1 1 9 8 0 - 1 9 5 0 0 0 2 0 . 6 

1 9 6 5 - 6 6 9 0 0 0 2 1 . 0 

get t ing better. Ove r the years a number o f the more i m p o r t a n t goose roosts 
have received s t a tu to ry p ro tec t ion lead ing to a t o t a l cessation or a reduc t ion 
o f shoot ing . E lsewhere the geese have he lped themselves b y desert ing thei r 
fo rmer ly t r a d i t i o n a l roosts on estuaries, where there is v i r t u a l l y unres t r ic ted 
shoot ing i n favour o f i n l a n d reservoirs a n d lakes, near ly a l l o f w h i c h are i n 
pr iva te hands, w i t h e i ther v e r y l i m i t e d or no shoot ing . O v e r the same pe r iod 
the amoun t o f bar ley a n d potatoes being grown, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n Sco t l and , has 
grea t ly increased, as has the area o f i m p r o v e d a n d fer t i l i sed grassland. T h e 
geese re ly h e a v i l y on bar ley stubbles a n d harves ted pota to fields after the i r 
a r r i v a l i n a u t u m n , whi le grass becomes the preferred food la ter i n the win te r , 
and i n the per iod p r io r to sp r ing depar ture . 

One o f the more s t r i k i n g facts to emerge f rom this long- te rm p o p u l a t i o n 
s t udy has been the decline i n breeding success. A l s o shown i n Tab le 1. are 
f ive-year means o f the percentage o f y o u n g showing how i t has d ropped , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the late 1960s a n d aga in i n the late 1970s. T h i s decline has 
been exacerbated b y some v e r y l o w p r o d u c t i o n o f y o u n g i n recent years w h i c h 
can be a t t r i bu t ed to v e r y poor weather bo th i n sp r ing a n d d u r i n g the breeding 
season. The overa l l t r end downwards m a y be re la ted to some long- te rm c l i ­
ma t i c de te r iora t ion but m a y equa l ly reflect a shortage o f nest ing sites. I t has 
been shown, for example , tha t the p r i n c i p a l breeding area i n cent ra l I ce l and 
m a y a l ready be ove rc rowded (Gardarsson, 1972). 

Boyd and Ogilvie (1969) made predic t ions , based on counts up to 1968, 
tha t the p o p u l a t i o n was quite l i k e l y to ca r ry on increas ing towards a round 
90 000 bi rds b y the mid-1970s, t h o u g h there was a poss ib i l i t y o f a sharp 
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d o w n t u r n . I n the event thei r p red ic t ion was fu l f i l led , w h i c h encouraged 
Ogilvie and Boyd (1975) to make further predict ions cover ing the pe r iod up to 
1980. W h i l e t hey did not accura te ly predic t the quite steep d o w n t u r n w h i c h 
occurred, t hey did indicate tha t the popu la t ion w o u l d not be m u c h above the 
mid-1970s level b y the end o f the decade, w h i c h has turnéd out s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
correct. 

Condi t ions on the win te r ing grounds r ema in quite favourable for the geese, 
though there have been increasing compla in t s o f ag r i cu l tu ra l damage i n a few 
areas. Th i s m a y lead to the issuing o f special licences p e r m i t t i n g the shoot ing 
o f birds i n these areas between tbe end o f the n o r m a l shoot ing season a n d 
the i r departure i n late A p r i l . Ove ra l l th is p r o b a b l y w i l l not make a great 
difference to mor t a l i t y . 

F u r t h e r u p w a r d movement seems probable i n the long- te rm, t h o u g h at a 
s lower rate t h a n i n the past. The popu la t ion remains at the mercy o f successive 
poor breeding seasons, as was seen qui te recent ly . 

Svalbard-western European population 

Thi s popu la t ion is present on passage i n D e n m a r k i n a u t u m n a n d spr ing , 
but winters la rgely further south , i n Wes t G e r m a n y , the Ne ther lands a n d 
B e l g i u m . The o n l y complete counts have been made i n D e n m a r k , f rom as 
ear ly as 1931. Since 1961 the counts have been organised b y the G a m e B i o l o g y 
S t a t i o n at K a l o (see, e.g. Fog, 1980), a n d i n the last few years also b y J . 
Madsen of the Goose S t u d y G r o u p o f the D a n s k Orn i tho log i sk F o r e n i n g , who 
presents a de ta i led paper on the p o p u l a t i o n at th is Symposium. 

I n v i e w o f Madsen 's paper I w i l l confine myse l f here to a b r ie f s u m m a r y o f 
status a n d d r a w a t t en t ion to one or t w o questions w h i c h are ra ised. 

The Svalbard-wes tern E u r o p e a n popu la t ion has t reb led since 1931 (see 
Tab le 2, based on Madsen 's paper), f rom under 10 000 to the present 27 000 — 
29 000. M u c h o f this increase has t aken place i n two quite short periods, i n the 
late 1950s and i n the last four or f ive years. The former increase is a t t r i b u t e d 
b y Madsen to the cessation o f sp r ing shoot ing i n D e n m a r k i n 1955, whi le he 
suggests tha t the la t te r is re la ted to increased pro tec t ion i n the w in t e r ing 
areas south of D e n m a r k , a n d to a r u n o f m i l d winters reduc ing m o r t a l i t y . 

A g e ra t io counts have not been made regu la r ly for th is popu la t i on , t h o u g h 
i n 1980— 1 Madsen found 24 .2% y o u n g bi rds . P a r a d o x i c a l l y , after th is qui te 
good success, the popu la t ion feil back s l igh t ly f rom its 1979 — 80 peak o f 
28 500 to 26 500. I n the absence of P i n k f o o t age rat ios Ogilvie (1978) compared 
the numbers of the P inkfee t w i t h the breeding success o f the S v a l b a r d popu la ­
t i o n of the Barnae le Goose Branta leucopsis and showed tha t there was reason-
a b l y good agreement beetwen them. The Barnae le Goose breeding success 
figures since 1966 — 7 are added to Tab le 2. A f t e r m a n y years o f qui te good 
p roduc t ion o f young , w h i c h fits qui te we l l w i t h movements i n the tota ls o f 
P inkfee t , the Barnae le Geese exper ienced two v e r y poor years, i n 1977 a n d 
1979. I t is therefore somewhat surpr i s ing tha t these are not ref lected i n the 
P i n k f o o t counts. Indeed i n bo th years the la t te r increased, s l i g h t l y i n 1977 bu t 
b y a staggering 4 2 . 5 % i n 1979. There is a considerable, bu t ce r t a in ly not t o t a l , 
over lap i n the breeding rangé o f the two species i n S v a l b a r d a n d personal ob­
servations i n 1977 a n d also i n 1981, w h i c h has been another breeding disaster 
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Table AT/2 . 
Xumbers of Pink-footed Geese counted in Denmark since 1931, summarised from Madsen 

(this st/mposium). 
Also shown are breeding success data for Svalbard Barnacle Geese since 1966 — 1967 

Winter or period Total Winter Total 
% young 

Barnacles 
not recorded 

1931 - 3 2 t o 1 9 6 5 - 6 6 14 500 
1 9 4 0 - 4 1 m e a n 5 550 1 9 6 6 - 6 7 15 000 13.3 

1 9 4 1 - 4 2 t o 
1 9 5 0 - 5 1 m e a n 7 700 1 9 6 7 - 6 8 15 000 27.1 

1 9 5 1 - 5 2 5 0 0 0 1 9 6 S - 6 9 12 300 23.2 
1 9 5 2 - 5 3 10 000 1 9 6 9 - 70 12 0 0 0 27 .0 
1 9 5 3 - 5 4 4 0 0 0 1 9 7 0 - 71 18 800 47 .2 
1 9 5 4 - 5 5 4 0 0 0 1971 - 72 12 000 15.0 
1 9 5 5 - 5 6 5 0 0 0 1 9 7 2 - 73 17 700 28.9 
1 9 5 6 - 5 7 6 0 0 0 1 9 7 3 - 7 4 18 0 0 0 21.0 
1 9 5 7 - 5 8 9 000 1 9 7 4 - 7 5 12 500 15.0 
1 9 5 8 - 5 9 n o c o u n t 1 9 7 5 - 76 14 000 20.0 
1 9 5 9 - 6 0 9 0 0 0 1976 - 77 16 600 23.0 
1 9 6 0 - 6 1 16 0 0 0 1 9 7 7 - 78 18 0 0 0 2.5 
1 9 6 1 - 6 2 14 500 1 9 7 S - 7 9 20 0 0 0 26.0 
1 9 6 2 - 6 3 t o 1 9 7 9 - 80 28 500 3.5 

1 9 6 4 - 6 5 n o c o u n t 1 9 S 0 - 8 1 26 500 27.0 

Xote that in 19S0-S1 the Pink-footed Geese had 24.2 % young 

for the Barnacle Geese, showed there to be very few young Pinkfeet reared in 
the area visited. This contained some hundreds of Pinkfeet. The 3^ seemed to be 
suffering from the same conditions of very cold, late spring and bad summers 
which so adversely affected the Barnacles. 

Another problem which is raised by the striking increase in the numbers of 
Pinkfeet passing through Denmark is where are they wintering? Very few 
geese remain in Denmark after November (see table in Madsen). Counts from 
the Netherlands over the last six years have produced a mid-winter peak of 
between 6500 and 12 500 (Booth et al., 1981, and this Symposium). No more 
than some hundreds winter in Belgium, plus a few in northern France. It 
would be interesting to learn whether there had been a great increase in the 
numbers wintering in West Germany where up to 1974 a peak of 8000 was 
exceptional (Timmerman, 1977). There would seem to be a strong case for co-
ordinated mid-winter censuses of the Pink-footed Goose throughout these 
countries, in order to locate the current most important wintering areas and 
to make sure that they are safeguarded. 

A u t h o r ' s a d d r e s s : 
M . A . O g i l v i e 

SI i m b r i d g e / G l o s 
G L 2 7 B X , E n g l a n d 
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