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Distr ibut ion 

The densest populat ion of Grey-lag Goose i n Denmark is to be found i n the 
eastern part of the country on the islands of Sjaelland, L o l l a n d , Fals ter and 
F y n . Since the Grey- lag Goose started to expand i n this Century, l i t t le islands i n 
fresh water lakes, ponds and bogs were used as breeding places, and later on 
also islets in the sea are used for nesting. 

Numbers 

Dybbro (1970) estimates the Danish breeding populat ion i n 1971—1974 at 
about 2000 pairs. 

M. Fog (1977) registrated i n J u l y 1974 and 1975 19 000 and 22 000 Grey- lag 
Geese (i. e. adults, juveniles, non-breeding and young birds) on Dan i sh haunts. 
A t this t ime of the year a l l individuals are probably of Dan i sh origin, as the 
migrat ion from the nor th has not yet started, and the Dan i sh birds are gather-
ing on the haunts just before going south i n the course of Augus t and Septem­
ber. Accord ing to Paludan (1973), the adult birds are estimated to be 3 0 % o f 
the tota l populat ion. This means that the above mentioned number from J u l y 
should correspond to a breeding stock of about 2850—3000 pairs (J. Fog, 1981, 
i n press). F r o m 1974 to 1975 there was an increase i n the populat ion of 1 0 % , 
this seems to be realistic i n relation to the populat ion development. The increase 
has continued up to 1981. 

Breeding i n Denmark 1981 

Because of the draught in the Spanish wintcrquarter in Las Marismas Win i n -
winter 1980/81 and the rumours about heavy loss of Grey- lag Geese from star-
vat ion, the Game Bio logy Sta t ion and the Goose Research Group i n the regi of 
the Nord ic Counci l for Wildl i fe Research ( N K V ) decided to pay special atten­
t ion to the breeding populat ion of the Grey-lag Goose 1981 i n Denmark as well 
as i n other Nord ic countries. 
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Mater ia l 

I n the course of spring 1981, The Game Bio logy Sta t ion sent requests to a 
number of persona l iv ing i n or at some of the greater breeding places for Grey­
lag Goose i n Denmark and asked them to give a qualif ied estimate of the popu­
lat ion level this year. The following localities were contacted: Vej lerne ( Jy l -
land), H v i d k i l d e , Weddellsborg, Gyldensteen (Fyn) , Tisso, Amosen (Sjaelland) 
and Soholt (Lolland). F r o m the localities there was no decrease i n the breeding 
stock, and the geese seem to be i n good conclition. F r o m Soholt i t was said that 
there were fewer non-breeders than usual and that the geese came late i n 1981. 
Some of the other localities agreed to this last point , too. 

F r o m Weddellsborg, especially the area around T y b r i n d , there were more 
geese than usual i n spring 1981, but the geese arr ived 2 weeks later than the 
previous years. F r o m Holckenhavn , is land of F y n , there were fewer geese than 
usual, instead of 100 adult birds there were only 20, and al l the young birds 
(100-200) d id not arrive. A local populat ion i n the ci ty of Horsens i n J y l l a n d 
usually count more than 100 individuals i n June, this j-ear there were only 
about 25 birds - adults w i t h goslings. 

I n Copenhagen there is a populat ion of Grey-lag Goose on a certain local i ty , 
Ut ters lev Mose. Here the geese used to be studied, i . e. ringed every year. Here 
the first geese arr ived M a r c h 9th, wh ich is very late compared w i t h other 
years, and out of 55 pu l l , r inged i n 1980 only 2 (3,5%) returned, usually 4 0 % 
return. There were only 17 breeding pairs, a lower number than usual, but the 
same number as i n 1980, 1972, 1970 and some other years, besides there were 
many pairs wi thout goslings, to ta l ly 73 pairs (Henning Jensen, pers. comm.). 

Islands i n the sea 

A n invest igat ion on the breeding populat ion of Grey-lag Goose on l i t t le 
islands i n the sea was carried out i n 1981. A request was sent to 47 people who 
usually count birds on those islands. Al together 48 islands were included i n the 
investigation, and there were 178 nests on 33 islands, as 15 d id not contain 
breeding Grey-lag Geese at a l l . I n 14 cases there were less breeding pairs than 
the year before, i n 4 cases there were more. O n 8 islands there were quite as 
many as the previous year, i n 7 cases the Warden d id not know. 
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Conclusion 

I t seems as i f the young birds and the non-breeders d id not t u rn up at the 
Dan i sh breeding places i n as great a number as expected, but that the breeding 
pairs arr ived. I n some cases the breeding failed for unknown reasons. This might 
be because the winter Situation d id not put the geese into the usual good condi-
t ion before breeding, i t might be for other more local reasons. 

In the N K Y it is decided to pay special at tention to the Grey- lag Goose popu­
la t ion dur ing the next few years i n the Nord ic countries. 
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