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The northern border of the area of the south-palearctic W a l l Creeper (T i ­
chodroma muraria) (L.) 1766) is extending through Mongólia (Piechocki—Bolod, 
1972). Accord ing to Kozlova (1973), this b i rd is also common i n the G o b i - A l t a i , i n 
the southern part of the country. I t i s also supported by recent records report-
ing the occurrence of at least 7 nesting pairs on the area of Jo lyn -am, i n G o b i -
A l t a i (Mauersberg er et a l . , 1982). A similar frequency of occurrence has been 
reported i n the mounta in Gurban-Sajchna by Zieger (1967). Accordingh* Tara-
sow (1962), the W a l l Creeper also occurs i n the south-eastern part of the M o n -
gol ian-Al ta i , i n the mountain-steppy zone (Va.urie, 1964; Piechocki—Bolod, 
1972). The latter has been considered so far as '.its northernmost occurrence 
i n Mongólia. I n 1978, this species could be observed i n another mountain, i n 
the Hangái, too. Based on personal observations, a hatching succes of a W a l l 
Creeper pair was discovered i n the central region of the mounta in Hangái, near 
the vil lage Manda l , along a rocky ränge of 3 k m . Here , nesting of some more 
3 pairs seemed probable. This Observation corresponds to the northernmost 
occurrence of W a l l Creepers, i n Mongólia, near the northern lat i tude of 47°. 
I n the atlas of Voous (1962), the area for Tichodroma muralis is devoid of 
Mongólia, this a modif icat ion of the occurrence map is needed (F ig . 1). 
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1. Occurrence of Tichodroma muraria in Mongólia 
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T h e c i r c u m s t a n c e o f f i n d i n g a n d t h e e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n d i t i o n s . 
I n 1978, b e t w e e n J u n e 5 a n d 15, o u r e x p e d i t i o n w a s s t a y i n g i n t h e m o u n t a i n 

Hangá i , 140 k m to n o r t h w e s t o f B a j a n - H o n g o r , near t h e v i l l a g e M a n d a l ( a d d i t i -
o n a l p a r t i c i p a n t s o f t he e x p e d i t i o n w e r e : Gy. Buzetzky, B. Kalocsa a n d / . 
Karát/i). O u r c a m p was s i t u a t e d t he b a n k o f t he r i v e r C a g a n - t u r u t ( -Gol ) , o n t h e 
s o u t h e r n edge o f t h e r o c k y rangé. T h e m o u n t a i n - s t e p p y a r ea i s l o c a t e d a t a b o u t 
2000 m a b o v e sea l e v e l . T h e s u r r o u n d i n g m o u n t a i n s a re b a r e o r c o v e r e d b y 
s t r a g g l i n g s t e p p y vege t a t i o n . F o r e s t spo t t i e s a p p e a r o n l y o n the n o r t h e r n s ide 
o f t he r e m o t e m o u n t a i n s . T h e r i v e r C a g a n - t u r u t is a c c o m p a n i e d b y a gránit r o c ­
k y w a l l , o f 50 to 120 m h i g h , i n a d i s t a n c e o f a r o u n d 3 k m . T h e r o c k y rangé is po -
p u l a t e d b y a n a v i a n Communi ty r i e h i n species . T h e a v i a n communi ty , i n v o l -
v e d W a l l C r e e p e r , c o n s i s t e d o f t h e f o l l o w i n g spec ie s : Ciconia nigra, Anser 
indicus, Casarca ferruginea, Mergus merganser, Columba rupestris, Apus pa-
cificus, Bubo bubo, Delichon urbica, Coloeus dauurica, Pica pica, Pyrrhocorax 
pyrrhocorax, Tichodroma muraria, Monticala saxatilis, Oenanthe oenanthe, Oe. 
isabellina, Phoenicurus ochruros, Prunella coliaris, Prunella fulvescens, Passer 
montanus a n d Petronia petronia. 

A p p e a r a n c e o f t h e W a l l C r e e p e r was d i s c o v e r e d b y B. Kalocsa o n J u n e 8 t h . 
H e o b s e r v e d one s p e c i m e n at t h e o p p o s i t e e n d o f t he r o c k y rangé. 3 k m f r o m 
o u r c a m p . 

On June lOth, I n o t i c e d t he f i r s t s p e c i m e n 1 k m f r o m o u r c a m p . I t w a s p r o ­
b a b l y one o f t h e n e s t i n g p a r e n t s o b s e r v e d l a t e r . A t 14 4 5 t h i s f ema le f l e w d o w n 
t o t h e r o c k y w a l l , a t a h e i g h t o f 8 m , a n d b e g a n t o s p r i n g u p w a r d s . I t w a s 
g l o o m y . A s t h e s u n w a s b r e a k i n g , t h e b i r d f l e w t o a n o t h e r r o c k w i t h i n . 100 m 
a n d t h e n t o t h e o p p o s i t e s h a d o w e d w a l l o f t h e r o c k y gorge . 

On June llth, I o b s e r v e d a m a l e i n t he s ame d i s t r i c t . A t 2 0 2 1 t h i s s p e c i m e n 
w a s s p r i n g i n g u p w a r d s t h e w i n d l e s s s ide o f t h e r o c k y w a l l . ( T h e s t r o n g , c o l d 
w i n d b l o w i n g f r o m t h e s o u t h w a s a c t u a l l y p e r p e n d i c u l a r t o t h e r o c k y w a l l . 
A i r t e m p e r a t u r e w a s + 1 0 °C a n d a b o u t 1 h r l a t e r i t w a s f e t t i n g d a r k . ) O v e r 
t h e s u c c e e d i n g 10 m i n u t e s I o b s e r v e d i t s m o v e m e n t . A p p a r e n t l y , t he b i r d t r i e d 
t o g a t h e r f o o d o n l y on the w i n d l e s s r o c k y c a b i n a n d i n s i d e t h e Iarger r o c k y 
s l i t s . A t 2 0 3 0 a f ter h a v i n g c r eeped u p to a c l i f f i t w a s s h a k e n b y a s t r o n g b l a s t 
o f w i n d , t h e n s e t t l e d d o w n to a n o t h e r r o c k y síit. 

On June 12th, i t w a s turnéd co lde r . T h e t e m p e r a t u r e fe l i t o + 3 °C b y n i g h t . 
I n t he m o r n i n g o f J u n e 12 th , a s t o r m - w i n d arose f r o m sou th -eas t w i t h d a r k c u -
m u l i a n d r a i n c l o u d s o v e r t h e s k y . O n p r e v i o u s n i g h t i t w a s l i t t l e r a i n i n g b u t 
i n t he m o r n i n g i t w a s u n i n t e r r u p t e d l y r a i n i n g for h o u r s . I n t h e a f t e r n o o n , t h e 
r a i n w a s s o m e t i m e s s t o p p e d b u t s ince e v e n i n g i t c o n t i n u e d t o r a i n a l l o v e r t h e 
n e x t m o r n i n g ( J u n e 13th) . O n the n i g h t b y n e x t m o r n i n g t he m i n i m a i t e m p e ­
r a t u r e w a s + 2 °C. B y t h e m o r n i n g , t h e n e a r b y r i v e r f l o o d e d a n d the s u r r o u n d ­
i n g m o u n t a i n s were c o v e r e d b y t h i n l a y e r o f f resh s n o w , b u t i t m e l t e d l a t e r 
o n the s ame d a y . 

June 13th. N e s t i n g o f W a l l Creepe r s w a s e v i d e n c e d o n t h i s d a y . A t 9 1 0 a 
s p e c i m e n w a s s e a r c h i n g fo r f o o d o n t h e r o c k y w a l l . I t w a s v i g o r o u s l y m o v i n g 
i n t h e s t r o n g w i n d . A t 9 " t h e b i r d w i t h f o o d i n i t s b e a k d i s a p p e a r e d i n s i d e 
t h e síit o f a r o c k y b l o c k o f 50 m , a t a h e i g h t o f 48 m ( F i g . 2). A f t e r a m i n u t e 
t h e b i r d r e t u r n e d w i t h a w h i t e s f aeca l matériái i n i t s b e a k a n d t r a n s p o r t e d i t 
t o m o r e t h a n 100 m a w a y . 

On June 14th, i n t h e m o r n i n g a n d i n t h e a f t e r n o o n I m a d e some o b s e r v a t i o n s 
o n Tichodroma' s h a t c h i n g b i o l o g y a n d f r e q u e n c y o f f e e d i n g occass ions . A t 9 2 0 
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2. Nesting habitat of Tichodroma muraria in the mountain Hangái (Photo: Dr. A. Bankovics, 
10. VI. 1078) 

both adults were moving together. They were creeping upwards from the height 
of 20 m along the rocky wal l , in a distance of 3 to 4 m in between. The birds 
m o v i n g along the sunny wal l exhibi ted no sign of food collection. One of them. 
however, slipped in a shadowed síit andreturned wi th food i n its beak. A t I I 3 0 

one of the specimens was again moving on the rocky wall but without a longer 
stay for searching food. A s the bird got higher, i t began to search for food on 
a small spot for 1 minute, under the shadow of a rock bending underneath. 

In the afternoon, between l.V and 16 3 u I could continuously observe their 
feeding frequency over 75 minutes. just prior to the outbreak of a summer rain-
storm (F ig . 3). 

A s it can be seen, the parents fed their nestlings on 14 occassions over 75 m i ­
nutes. The mean feddine in terval was 5,4 minutes w i th a rangé from 2 to 12 
minutes. A feeding occasion lasted for 5 to 12 seconds. The food collecting 
place took around 300 ni distance of the nest i n both directions, sav a 600 m 
long part of the rocky wal l . At the blazing sunshine in the afternoon. the b i rds 
gathered food anlv on the shadowed rocky wa l l . Sometimes they picked up 
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3. Frequency of feeding the young at the Wallereeper 
(mountain Hangái, 14. June 1978) 
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food from the rocky slits, 15 to 20 m from the nest. O n an occasion they picked 
up more insects i n their beak. O n two occasions I observed as the b i rd kept 
beating a larger insect to the wa l l to be stunted i t pr ior to collect some more. 
I n one instance i t cought a f l y ing insect i n a f lycatcher mariner. The birds app-
roached the nesting spli t always b y springing on the wa l l . E v e n then appro-
aching along the rocky wa l l from larger distances they settled down 5 to 10 m 
from the nest. Most frequently they approached the nest upwards from be-
low, sometimes obl iquely sideways, and once from above. Over the 75 minute 
Observation, the male fed less frequently the nestlings than the female. I n the 
course of the 10 minutes prior to ra in storm, when i t was thundering and l ight-
ning, i t settled outside to the edge of the rock and on two occasions began to 
sing. D u r i n g this 75 minutes, the faeces was only once transported from the 
nest, i n a distance of 200 m . A s I mentioned, the nesting síit was situated on 
a rocky wa l l facing to southward and i t was exposed to sunshine from sunrise 
to 15 5 0 (June 14th). Af ter 15 5 0 i t was shadowed b y the rocky eaves. The po-
si t ion of this nesting place is contradictory to the usual nesting habi t of W a l l -
ereepers, namely that Tichodroma prefers usually shadowed walls, rocky gorges 
for nesting. 

S u m m a r y 

A s c e r t a i n e d b y n e s t i n g d a t a ( M a n d a l , 10 J u n e , 1978), the W a l l C r e e p e r c a n be c lass i -
f i ed as a m e m b e r o f t h e n e s t i n g a v i a n f a u n a o f the m o u n t a i n Hangá i . B a s e d o n o b s e r v a ­
t i o n s , i t s h a t c h i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y the p e r i o d o f r e a r i n g the nes t l ings , t akes p lace i n the m o s t 
r a i n y season, d u r i n g J u n e . C o n t r a r y t o the u s u a l h a b i t , t h e i r n e s t i n g h a b i t a t \y&s s i t u a t e d 
on a gránité r o c k y w a l l o f s o u t h e r n e x p o s u r e . H o w e v e r , the b i r d g a t h e r e d food o n the 
r o c k y w a l l m a i n l y o n s h a d o w e d si tes, r o c k y c a v i t i e s a n d s l i t s , as u s u a l . O c c a s i o n a l l y , i t 
s ea rched for food a lso o n the s u n n y r o c k y w a l l , m a i n l y i n the m o r n i n g a t w a r m i n g u p a n d 
i n the sunsh ine af ter showers . D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d the insec ts are , p r o b a b l y , m o r e a c t i v e 
o n the s u n n y w a l l t h u s , easy to p r e y b y the b i r d s . 
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