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A gyongybagoly kozmopolita faj, az Antarktisz kivételével valamennyi
foldrészen eléfordul. Eurépaban 3 alfaja honos. Eurdpai dredjanak északi és
kozépsd teriiletén a T'yto alba guttata, Nyugat-Eurépaban és a mediterrdnum-
ban a T'yto alba alba, Szardinia és Korzika szigetén a T'yto alba ernesti fészkel.
Az alfajok kozotti keveredés az elterjedési teriiletek hatarain, illetve azokon a
teru]eteken ahol I\et alfaj egyiitt is megta]allmto (pl. Szardinian és Korzikin a

. alba és a T. a. 0. ernesti) Schneider (1977) szerint igen gyakori jelenség.

Koze]) humpa,ba,n igy hazdnkban is a Tyto alba guttata ntthnnm a fehér
mellt alfaj (7. a. alba) Magyarorszaghoz 1ecrluweleblw Eszak-Gorogorszagban,
ujabban Maceddéniaban fészkel. Old%é()ISI&gbaﬁl is kolt, de igen kis szamban.
Ezt az alia]t hazénkban eddig egy alkalommal észlelték. Dr. Rékdsi Jozsef
1971. majus 7-én a bacsalmasi Kélvaria temetdkapolnajanak tornyaban, 6tos
fészekaljat iilG, fehér fazistu tojot talalt. Parja normdlis guttata szinezetl volt.
A fészek késébb sajnos tonkrement, igy nem lehetett mecra,llapltdm hogy a
fiockak melyik alfaj fenotipusat mutattak volna (dr. Rékdsi Jozsef szives levél-
beli kuzleqe)

1983. julius 12-én Batan, a reformatus templom tornyanak gerendazata ko-
z6tt sikeresen fészkel gyongybagoly part talaltunk. Az egyik szills — ivardt
nem sikeriilt megallapitani — 7. a. alba, a masik T'. a. guttata volt. A hat méar
ropképes fioka koziil egy mutatott T'. a. alba szinezetet, a tobbi 7. a. guttata
volt. Ot fiokat — koztul\ a fehér fazisiat is — sikeriilt intézeti gytiriivel meg-
jelolni.

Héarom nappal késGbb, 1983. julius 15-én a murgai evangélikus templom
tornyaban talaltunk fészkelé gyongybagoly part. A fes7ek(ﬂ] — a tetézet alatti
parkdnyon a gerendazat kozott volt — 6t tojasbol és ketts egészen fiatal (talan
2—3 napos) fickabol allott. Mindkét sziilé 7T'. a. alba volt. A fészekrdl leugré
tojot gytirtiztiik ; ez a késGbbi megfigyeléseknél lehetdséget biztositott a sz 6k
ivari megkulonbuztetesere

Julius 28-4n a torony tatarozasa miatt — dr. Streit Béla segitségével — a
templom padlasterébe voltunk kénytelenek a fészekaljat koltoztetni. A padla-
son a felszedett cserepek helyén keletkezett nyilashoz illesztettiik a magunk
eszkabalta, lécekbdl és furnérlemezbdl késziilt koltdladat, amelynek bejarati
nyildsa 30> 30 em, hossza 130 em volt, és L alakot formalva hatul 70 em-re
szélesedett ki. A fészekaljat — a mar kikelt 6t fiokat és azt a tojast, amelyben
még él6 embriot éreztiink (a hetedik tojas terméketlen volt) — az anyamadar-
ral egyiitt a kora esti 6rakban helyeztiik el a koltGladaba, majd a kijarati nyi-
last zsaluval zéartuk el. Kb. 1 6ra multan a zsalut dvatosan, zaj nélkiil eltdvo-
litottuk. Az anyamadir ekkor nem repiilt ki. Két nap mulva ellendriztiik a
telepités sikerét és orommel allapitottuk meg, hogy az adult madarak elfo-
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gadtak az uj fészkelGhe-
lyet, etetik a fiokakat.
Sajnos a hatodik tojas
mar nem kelt ki, a tojé az
athelyezés utan nem kot-
lotta. A fickakat au-
cgusztus 24-én a Magyar
Madartani Intézet gyii-
riiivel jeloltiik. A fiatalok
koziil a harom idGsebb 7'
a. alba, a két fiatalabb pe-
dig 7. a. guttata forma
lett. A koltdladabdl vald
kirepiilés szeptember
15-én tortént (dr. Streit
Béla meoiwveleso) Ada-
lék még a murgai fészke-
léshez, hogy 1983. novem-
berében a korban negye-
dik, guttata szinezet fio-
kit a gyflrizés helyétdl
északkeletre 26 km tavol-
sagban, Dunakomlédon
egy pajtaban talaltik el-
: e hullva.

1. Mezeipocok-zsakmanydval a padldastérben  elhelyezett A (T\()IIL\'I)(L("(TIV fehér
Eoltdlada bejaratdhoz érkezd Tyto alba alba him (Murga, mellit (tif(ljdll(bl\ meg{l—
1983. aug. 28.) Foto: Dr. Kalotis Zs.—Male Tyto alba  gyelése mindharom alka-
alba with a common vole pray arriving to the opening of the lommal az UI'HZ‘é‘g déli te-

nesting box situated in the blak (Murga, 28. August 1983). rilleteir6l szarmazott. Ez
Foto: Dr. Zs. Kalotds alapjan iéltétﬁlezhetﬁ,
hogy a 7. a. alba a Bal-

kan felol észak felé terjeszkedGben van, és szémithatunk ré, htm\ a kozeljovo-
ben ismét eldkeriil majd hazank teriiletéril. Nem lehetetlen, hnc:v a déli hatar-
v 1(1@1\91111\(*11 él6 gyongybagoly populacikban genotipusosan mar megtalalhato
aT. a. alba forma — kérdés, milyen aranyban —, csak recessziv ]ellecre miatt
mlum ](‘1(‘!1“\ meg fenotipusban. Az is valoszintisithetd — és ezt alatamasztja a
murgai par fé \/Glutl]d is —, hogy a szinezetre T'. a. alba alfajt reprezentald pél-
danyok sem tiszta genetikai hattérrel rendelkeznek. Szarmazasukat tekintve
nem kizart, hogy suttatival kevert vérvonalbél szdrmaznak.

A szerzok cime:

dr. Kalotas Zsolt

Pintér Andras
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Nesting of a white-breasted subspecies of the Barn Owl (Tyto alba alba)
in Tolna county (Hungary)

Dr. Zs. Kalotas—A. Pintér
Fiicinlert

The Barn Owl is a cosmopolitan species, excepting the Antarctic, it oceurs on all con-
tinents. Three of its subspecies are native in Europe. On the northern and central areas
of its European range, Tyto alba guttata, in Western Europe and in the Mediterranean,
Tyto alba alba, on the isle of Sardinia and Corsica, Tyto alba ernesti are nesting. Inter-
breeding among the subspecies on the borders of their ranges and on areas where two sub-
species occur also together (e. g. in Sardinia and Corsica, 7. « alba and T a. ernesti) is
according to Schneidzr (1977) a very frequent phenomenon.

In Central Europe, thus in Hungary alike, T'yto alba guttate is indigenous, the white-
breasted subspecies (7. a. alba) is nesting the closest to Hungary in Northern Greece,
recently, in Macedonia. It broods in [taly as well, though in a very low numbar. This sub-
species has been recorded in Hungary so far only on one oceasion. On May 7 1971 Dr. .J.
Rékdsi found a white-phase female sitting on a brood of five in the tower of the chapel of
Kaélvéria cemetery at Bata. Its pair was of normal guttata colouring. Unfortunately, the
nest got spoiled later on, thus it could not b» established the pheotype of which subspecies
the young birds would have shown (Reported by Dr..J. Rékisi in a letter).

On July 12 1983, at Bdta on the joisting of the tower of the reformed church a success-
fully nesting white owl pair was found. One of the parents — wa failed to identify its
sex — was 7'. a. alba, the other one, T'. a. guttata. Of the six young birds being already on
the wing, one showed 7'. a. alba colouring, the rest were T. a. quttata. It was managed to
ring five nestlings, included the one with a white phase was among them too.

Three days later, on July 15, 1983, a nesting Barn Owl pair was detected in the tower
of the evangelical church at Murga. The brood — situating on the cornice below the roo-
fing — consisted of five eggs and two quite young (perhaps two or three days old) nest-
lings. Both parents were 7. a. alba. The layer jumping off the nest was ringed — in later
observations this — enabled the sexual distinction of the parents.

On July 28 due to the repair of the tower — we with the help of Dr. B. Streit — were
compelled to move the brood into balks of the church. On the loft wa fitted the hatching
case, pieced together by them from laths and veneers, to the opening having formad on
the place of the removed tiles. The inlet was 3030 cm, and 130 em in length, and for-
ming an L shape it flared to 70 cm in the rear. In the early evening hours we placed the
brood — the already hatched 5 young and the egg sugresting a living embryo (the Tth
egg was sterile) — together with the mother bird in the hatching ecase, then closed the
outlet with a shutter. After about an hour the shutter was carofully, noisslessly remo-
ved. The mother bird did not fly out. After two days w2 controlled the cass and found
with pleasure that the adult birds accepted the new nesting-place and were feeding the
young. Unfortunately, the sixth egg did not hatch out, after the transfer the layer did not
hatch it. On the 24th August the young were marked using rings of the Oraithological
Institute. Of the young birds the three older ones wore of 7. a. albz, th> two younger
ones of 7. a. guttate shape. Fiying out from th» hatching case happened on Septamber 15
(observation of Dr. B. Streit). As additional data to the nasting at Murga, in Novembar
1983 the young bird fourth in age, of gauttata colouring was foun 1 d=ad at 25 km distanca
from the place of ringing at Dunakdmléd in a barn.

On all three oceasions the white-breasted subspacies of the Barn Owl has b2oen watched
in the southern regions of the country. Thus, it seems probable that 7. a. albz is Spreading
from the Balkans to the north and we may reckon with its reappaarancs on ths area of
Hungary in the near future. It seems possible that in the Barn Owl populations living in
the southern borderland of the country the 7. a. albz form ean b> founl genotypically —
it is a question to what extent — due to its recessive character, howoaver, it raroly appaars
in phenotype. It seems also probable — as supported by the broo 1 of the pair in Murga —
that the specimens that represent in their colouring the 7. a. a’b+ subspscies do noy dis-
pose of a pure genetic background either. Considering their origin, it is not excludz1 that
they originate from a blood-line mixed with guttata.
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