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Abstract

G. Kovdcs: The nesting of Rose-coloured Starlings (Pastor roseus)
on the Hortobadgy in 1994

All of the major invasions of Rose-coloured Starlings in Hungary have taken place in the first
half of this century in the eastern part of the Hungarian Great Plain. The Hortobdgy core area
hosted large numbers of breeding birds in 1907 and in 1948. Other breeding areas discovered in
1925-26, 1932-33, etc. have been inside or very close to the geographical boundaries of the
Hortobdgy (Karcag, Nadudvar, Hajdubiszirmény). Straggles and small groups of this spectes
have occurred almost annually since the mid 1970s. Between 550—600 pairs of Rose-coloured
Starlings bred at five different places on the Hortobdgy in 1994, and another 500-600
non-breeding birds occurred at the same time. The present work discusses the conditions and
numbers of birds at the different breeding colonies and gives details on some of the less known
behavioural patterns of the Rose-coloured Starling.

Introduction

Invasions by Rose-coloured Starlings (Pastor roseus) and the different
breeding and behaviour patterns have been described in detail by Schenk,
who summarized his observations after every invasion year in detailed
studies. He tried to find a connection between drought, the invasions of
locusts and the appearance of this bird species. His data and conclusions are
still valid (Schenk, 1907, 1929 and 1934) and his observations on breeding and
feeding and especially on the recovery data of his bird ringing are still cited
(Glutz—Bauer, 1994). Sixty years have passed, however, since the last
publication by Schenk. The Rose-coloured Starlings occupied their breeding
sites under totally different conditions in 1994 compared to previous
invasions. The purpose of the present work is to illustrate those differences.
Behaviour and feeding is also discussed when it concerns additional
information to Schenk’s already cited works. Data collected in personal
communications with members of the Hortobagy Nature Conservation
Society have been added to my own observations. I wish to thank Ldszlo
Ecsedi, Zoltan Ecsedi, Sandor Konyhds, Attila Szligyt and Jdnos Tar and
colleagues from the Hortobagy National Park for their assistance. In
addition, special credit should be given to Istvdn Fintha, Aniké Szabé, Zsolt
Végudni, Lajos Szabé and Szilvia Géri, who supplied me with their censusing
and other data on the population.
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Observations of the Rose-colured Starlings between 1977 and 1994

Years of drought and invasions of locusts have occured frequently during
the last 15 years but an invasion of Rose-coloured Starlings was not recorded
during this period. However, individual Rose-coloured Starlings and small
flocks occurred every year from mid May to the end of June, sometimes in
the company of Starlings (Sturnus vulgaris).

My first record from the Hortobagy was on May 25 1977. A flock of 11
birds was observed flying through Kunmadarasi-puszta (Kovdcs, 1979). 1
collected another ten records of the species before 1985, mainly from the
southern grasslands of th region, and always of small groups from 2-30
individuals (Kovdcs, 1988).

The species was also recorded frequently by others, moreover, in 1984, a
family with four apparently recently fledged juveniles was recorded at Mita
in addition to the 3040 individuals seen regularly in the area. This
observation suggested a successful nesting in the neighbourhood (Fintha and
Kovdcs, 1988).

The number of records from the northern part of Hortobagy (Bagota,
Daraksa, Kis-szeg) increased in the 1990s, and birds showed up more and
more frequently in the area of Tiszafiired and Tiszacsege. Dozens of
observers were on the look out for this bird in these years and thus it seems
to be most unusual to have only one record from 1993, especially as this was
a year with large invasion of locusts.

A number of observations have also been made in the eastern parts of the
Bihar region (Pocsaj, Kismarja).

The 1994 invasion

On May 25th, 1994, 25 birds were seen on the Hortobagy and 112 birds at
Biharkeresztes. These newly arrived flocks visited vineyards and orchards
and fed on ripening, but sometimes still green cherries. The birds showed up
in the outskirts of Debrecen (Kismacs), in Tiszafiired-Kocs, in Balmazuajva-
ros and in Hajduaszoboszlé on June 5th, and there were also records from
Békés and Tokaj. On June 5th I heard that Rose-coloured Starlings were
singing, copulating and carrying nesting material under the eaves of the
buildings of a sheep farm at Daraksa in the north of the Hortobagy (8.
Konyhds and J. Tar, pers.com.).

The next colony was established 10 km south-west of here at the
Nagy-Kecskés cattle farm. Three further colonies were established on June
16th, 19th and 26th some 28-30 km south of the first colony, one in factory
pig farm, one in a deserted Russian military camp and one in the various
ruined buildings of a farm centre. The birds did not occupy these colonies
on masse, it was clear from the behaviour of the birds that they were in
different phases of breeding. Some of the pairs had already finished their
nests, while the newcomers were still in search of an appropriate cavity,
carrying grass, straw, pieces of lucerne, feathers, leaves, twigs or pieces of
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reed in their bills. I witnessed how they colonized the farm centre at
Mihalyhalma. The main barn was occupied first, followed by the hayloft, the
slate roofs of the goose pens and a small weighing-house. They did not leave
out the lavatory building, either.

The birds had some difficulties in occupying the buildings with tiled
roofing, even though they were attracted by the 2-3 cm large holes
underneath the tiles. They tried to force their bodies through by poking
their heads into the holes while their legs slipped on the surface of the tiles.

Nesting was only successful in four out of the five colonies, because the 200
birds at the pig farm disappeared for some reason immediately after they
had finished building their nests.

Description of the different colonies
Daraksa sheep farm

This was the first colony where the birds started to build nests. The birds
occupied the eaves of the large sheep sheds, the cavities of the broken border
tiles of the thatched roof and ventilation funnels. The birds sang from the
roof, the lightning conductors and from surrounding trees. 15 nestboxes
were also placed out for the birds by Jdnos Tar and his colleagues. Three were
occupied by the Rose-coloured Starlings. The occupation of the farm may
have been motivated by the presence of a large colony of Stalings which was
already breeding on the buildings. The birds occupied three of the
sheep-sheds and a smaller shelter built for the shepherds. Feeding birds
followed the sheep flocks, especially during the rearing of their nestlings. In
addition to the 70-80 nesting pairs we occasionally counted 200-210 birds,
which indicates that not every bird was actually nesting. I came to the same
conclusion at the other colonies, too. The number of nesting pairs and the
total number of birds are both indicated therefore in the discussion of the
different colonies.

Nagy-Kecskés cattle farm

While the habitat in Daraksa is planted with trees and the grassland
broken by woodland, most of the grassland around Kecskés is free of trees
with woods only at its western border (Vélgyes, Ohat) around 2—-3 km from
the farm. Four, large sized brick-pens roofed with tile (3) or slate (1), one
large house, a few thatched stables (derelict to different extents), a cement
silo-pit, a very large yard with 10-12 haystacks and several straw-stacks,
stockyards and fountains make up the farm. There are large fields of
lucerne and sunflowers next to the yard, while the area is bordered by an
alkali puszta (pasture for the cattle) and the Western Main Canal. Thereisa
large mulberry tree by the house. It is well known that this fruit is one of the
favourite food items of Rose-coloured Starlings.
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The birds occupied all the buildings with tile or slate roofs, nesting under
the eaves, in holes in the walls and underneath the panelling of the walls built
to protect against damage by bull-calves. They also nested inside the pens,
entering the building through broken windows or through missing or open
doors. The birds zigzagged around anyone entering, like bats. The birds sat,
searched for nest material and copulated on the sweep-well and even on the
ground between the buildings which was covered in a crust of manure. They
managed to sit comfortably on the stems of large hemlocks (Conium
maculatum) and nettles (Urtica dioica). When the nestlings became mobile,
they were fed on the rim of the walls or at the base of the walls where the
juveniles ran around like mice and hid in weeds while making their rough
calls. At the arrival of parents with food they flew up onto the weeds or the
rim of the wall with much noise.

The flocks of 50—80 parent birds which commuted between their nests
and the grazing herd of bulls looked spectacular. The birds searching for
food amongst the animals even when the Hungarian Grey Cattle bulls just
lay around.

The nesting population (130-150 pairs) was sometimes joined by non-
breeding birds. The maximum count was 320 birds at one time.

Nddudvar, pig farm at Ser-zug

This farm saw the strangest nesting of the Rose-coloured Starlings. The
birds occupied the holes beneath the slightly sloping corrugated slate roofs.
They entered from the edge of the eaves and started to nest in six of the
buildings. Between June 25—28 the whole colony of 200 pairs disappeared,
the birds deserting freshly built nests. This was the only colony that did not
have any grassy steppe in the neighbourhood, only an old lucerne field, large
patches of wasteland, ploughed fields, a road and the sewage ponds of the
pig farm. It should be mentioned that this was the place where I saw the birds
most frequently taking baths. They used the water in a shallow ditch
alongside the road. The maximum number at the farm was 430—450 birds.

Borzas, deserted Russian military camp

Since 1990 buildings once occupied by the staff and personnel of a
bombing area have been empty. The birds had many nesting opportunities
here. The canteen with its corrugated slate roof was occupied first by 22-25
pairs, followed by the flat roof of accomodation buildings, the kitchen and
the garage buildings. The barracks and the building of the watchman
personnel still guarding the settlement were avoided by the birds. Poplar
trees scattered around the camp were favourite singing posts of the birds.
The birds left the colony in all directions since alkali grasslands, nearby
wasteland, hayfields and the dyke of the River Hortobagy were equally rich
in food sources.
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The 80 breeding pairs were sometimes supplemented by around 230
non-breeders. These birds seemed to use the military camp as a roost, since
they arrived at sunset and performed a noisy concert in the poplar trees.

The deserted status of the camp, the vigilant guards and the vicious
security dogs secured absolute peace for the birds. (It is perhaps ironic that
some of the colonies studied by Schenk had to be protected with the
involvement of the militia.)

Mihdlyhalma, farm centre

This colony was established last, on June 26th, but turned out to be the
largest with 300 pairs nesting here. The largest flock of adult birds was
recorded also here with 1000 counted on a nearby feeding ground before
the eggs had hatched in the nests. A wide variety of nesting opportunities
were found by the birds here, too. Most of the birds entered the holes and
slots in the larger buildings. Some occupied air-funnels and gaps in the barn
wall. I found the occupation of two goose pens unusual, because the birds
were nesting on top of the walls and in the corner of ledges while the holes
underneath the corrugated slate roofs of the buildings (less than 1 m high
from the ground) were used as entrances to the pens.

The birds commuted between the nesting and feeding sites usually in
groups of 5-20 individuals and returned with their bills full with locusts. The
birds preferred to feed near a grazing flock of sheep some 0.5 km away, but
also frequented a lucerne fiel near Eperjeshalom and areas with weeds on
wasteland. According to observations with Prof. Antal Festetics, the Rose-colo-
ured Starlings mixed with the many thousands of Starlings which followed
the sheep and collected food around the animals. They did not, however,
take off with the flushed Starlings.

The roadsides and the mown sides of the ditches were also visited by
flocks. The birds were mostly ignored by the local inhabitants, the owners of
the farm only complained about the disturbance caused by the steady stream
of birdwatchers. The farm manager made an interesting observation: he
complained about birds flying onto the handle-bar of his scooter to watch
themselves in the rearview mirror and defecating on the seat of the scooter
before taking off. The personnel of the farm did not mind that the birds
used the bath of the geese and sheep troughs for drinking and bathing.

It was striking that here at Mihéalyhalma buildings inhabited by humans
were not occupied by the birds, even though the unkempt, deficient roofs
seemed to by appropriate for nesting.

Some data on the life history of Rose-coloured Starlings

Nesting material and its collection

At Kecskés and Daraksa I recorded that the birds were tearing off the
leaves of pigweed (Chenopodium sp.), orache (Atriplex sp.) and archangel
(Lamium sp.) and sometimes the leaves of poplar or willow trees and carrying
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these to their nests which already had eggs in them. At Kecskés one bird
picked 5—6 cm long pieces of grass while walking around, and when its bill
was filled with a clump of grass returned to the nest. Whole, dried out pieces
of Sclerochloa dura together with their roots were taken to nests, as were
pigeon and Jackdaw feathers, and even pieces of paper. 2025 cm long
pieces of reed, weed and twigs caused difficulties for the birds and were
often dropped.
Feeding

Enormous masses of grasshoppers were present on the Hortobagy this
year, however numbers did not exceed the numbers of 1993. On the other
hand, species rarely seen before occurred in large numbers. A blackish
coloured specimen was identified by Dr. Istvdn Rdcz as Celes variabilis, a
species found on the short grass alkali sheep pastures, mainly on the
vegetation of Artemisia maritima. This grasshopper, along with some other
smaller species, was often the prey of Rose-coloured Starlings. The birds
carried 4 or 5 of the smaller or 2 to 3 of the medium-sized specimens at one
time in their bills. I used a telescope for the observation of their food
collection at Borzas and saw the birds bringing one, sometimes two large
green grasshoppers to their nestlings. These large insects were cracked and
chewed before being served.

When searching for food in lucerne or high-grown weeds the birds
jumped spectacularly on top of the 0.5 m tall plants to collect their prey.
They sometimes sat on the top of these plants in order to look around.

Juveniles followed their parents to mulberry trees.

Behaviour at the nesting site

The birds hardly ever fought with each other. This happened only when
newcomers tried to enter places already occupied or some other birds tried
to steal nesting material. Singing, courting males sometimes got into conflict
with other males for short periods.

The nesting of Rose-coloured Starlings together with Kestrels on Kecskés
was a stunning phenomenon: the nests of the two species were 2 m apart
underneath the wall protection board. The three Kestrel juveniles did not
disturb the Rose-coloured Starlings at all.

There was a strong movement of raptors at both of the colonies in the
northern Hortobagy. While Kestrels (Falco tinnunculus) and Red-footed
Falcons (Falco vespertinus) were ignored, the appearance of a Hobby (Falco
subbuteo) or a Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) caused panic: the birds stopped
singing and calling, and stayed quiet for some minutes after that. Birds sat
on top of the roof or on the lightning-conductors and looked around with
anxiety. They often watched Imperial Eagles, (Aquila heliaca) Marsh Harriers
(Circus aeruginosus) and even Cranes (Grus grus) in fear, but egrets and
Spoonbills, (Platalea leucorodia) which often flew through Kecskés, were
totally ignored.
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The colouration of males, females and juveniles

Almost all of the breeding males glittered in beautiful rose colours, but
only about half of the females had such plumage. There were individuals
with pale worn pink or pale pinkish grey plumage and with transient shades
giving the impression of immature individuals. The crest of the latter were
also truncated and insignificant.

Juveniles that had left the nest were pale mouse-grey and had pale bills.
Dr. Antal Festetics and 1 noticed that there were nestlings with light flesh
coloured legs and ones with dark reddish brown legs in the same nest to a
ratio of cca. 50-50%.

By July 19th some adults showed the marks of the basic plumage: the pink
breast and belly became pale with sparse dark markings. By the beginning of
August the number of birds with such worn plumage had increased
significantly, especially on birds with families.

Nature conservation

Although the birds were very tame at their nesting sites, they were not
harassed by local inhabitants, in fact, they were almost totally ignored by
them. Unorganized groups of birdwatchers, tourists, campers and other
people caused much more disturbance at these colonies. The colony at
Daraksa was particularly exposed as it was easily accessible by bus or car from
the nearby main road. A cordon and posted signs around the colony would
have helped to keep visitors at a distance where the birds would not have
been disturbed but observation with binoculars could have been still
comfortable.

In case the birds return to nest next year (such invasions can be expected
to last for a couple of years) than visits to colonies by the public needs some
organization, at least within the boundaries of the Hortobagy National Park.

The many ruined buildings scattered around the Hortobagy serve the
nesting needs of Rose-coloured Starlings very well. Thus, further nesting
sites do not have to be created as they are ready for the next invasion. If a
farm or building is already occupied by the birds, then the erection of
nestboxes or the quick piling up of bricks or adobes may provide further
nesting possibilities. The materials for and extent of such work, however,
needs to be specific to the actual conditions at the time.
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A pasztormadar (Pastor roseus) 1994. évi fészkelése a Hortobagyon

Dr. Kovdcs Gdbor
Hortobagyi Nemzeti Park

A pasztormadar-invaziokat, a killonféle koltési modokat, viselkedésiiket hazank-
ban mind ez idaig legrészletesebben Schenk Jakab vizsgalta, aki egy-egy nagyobb be-
ozonlésuk és fészkelésiik utan alapos tanulmanyt publikalt. Osszefuiggést keresett az
aszaly, a saskajarasok és madarunk megjelenése kozott. Adatai, kovetkeztetései ma is
helytalloak (Schenk, 1907, 1908, 1929, 1934). Fészkelésbiologiai, taplalkozasi megfi-
gyeléseit, de kiilonésen az altala megjelolt madarak visszajelentéseit a legfrissebb
europai kézikonyvek is idézik (Glutz-Bauer, 1994).

Schenk emlitett legutolsé tanulmanya 6ta 60 év telt el, amely a Hortobagy felett nem
mult el nyomtalanul. A pasztormadarak kolt6helyeiket a 60-80 évvel ezel6tt
leirtakhoz képest egészen mas kornyezetben valasztottak. Jelen kozleményben
els6sorban ennek ismertetése a célom. A madarak viselkedését, taplalkozasat a Schenk
Jakab altal leirtaktol eltéré esetekben mutatom be. Az anyag feldolgozasaban a sajat
megfigyeléseim mellett felhasznaltam a Hortobagyi Természetvédelmi Egyesiilet
tagjainak szobeli kozléseit. Ezuton is koszonetemet fejezem ki Ecsedi Ldszlé, Ecsedi
Zoltdn, Konyhds Sandor, Sulagy: Attila és Tar Jdanos felé. A Hortobagyi Nemzeti Park
munkatarsai kozil Fintha Istvdn, Szabé Aniké, Véguari Zsolt, Szabé Lajos, Géri Szilvia volt
segitségemre adatkozlésekkel, szamlalassal, melyért nekik is koszonetet mondok.

Pasztormaddr-megfigyelések a Hortobagyon 1977-1994 kozott

Aszalyos évek, kisebb-nagyobb saskajarasok gyakran felléptek e masfél évtized
alatt, de invazioszeri pasztormadar-be6zonlést nem észleltiink. Nagyon figyelemre-
mélt6 azonban, hogy majus kozepétdl junius végéig mindegyik évben el6fordultak
kisebb csoportok, néha pedig maganyos egyedek, olykor seregélyek kozé vegyiilve,
nagyrészt viszont inkabb azoktol elkiiloniilve.

Els6 megfigyelésem 1977. maj. 25-én, a Kunmadarasi-pusztan atrepulé 11 példany
volt (Kovdcs, 1979). Ezt kovetSen 1985-ig még tovabbi 10 alkalommal lattam, mindig
2-30 példany kozotti kis csoportokban, féleg a déli pusztakon (Kovdcs, 1988).
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Gyakran észleltek mas megfigyel6k is ilyen koborlokat, s6t 1984-ben a rendszere-
sen latott 30—40 példanyon kiviil Mata kornyékén 1 par frissen kirepiilt 4 fiokajat
vezette, ami kozeli fészkelésére utalt. (Fintha—Kovdcs, 1988).

A 90-es években az észak-hortobagyi adatok szama jelentésen nétt (Bagota,
Daraksa, Kis-szeg), de mind t6bbszor bukkantak fel Tiszafiired, Tiszacsege teriiletén
is. Tucatnyi megfigyel6 jart rendszeresen a ritkasagnak szamité madar utan ezekben
az években, ezért tartom nagyon kiilonosnek, hogy a saskaktol hemzsegé 1993-as
esztend6ben minden szorgos keresgéiés ellenére is csak egyetlen megfigyelési adata
volt!

A Hortobagyon és tagabb kérnyékén kiviil tobb pasztormadar- észlelés tortént még
a kelet-bihari térségben (Pocsaj, Kismarja) is.

Az 1994-es invazié lezajlasa

Majus 25-én, egy nap alatt keriilt a szemiink elé 25 példany a Hortobagyon és 112
példany Biharkeresztesen. Ezek a frissen érkezet csapatok a széloskerteket, gyu-
molcsfakat latogattak és az éppen csak érni kezds, néhol még egészen zold
cseresznyét ették. Junius 5-ig felbukkantak Debrecen kiilteriletén (Kismacs), Tisza-
fiired-Kocson, Balmazuajvaros és Hajdaszoboszl6 teriiletén, de hire jott, hogy Békés
megyében, s6t, Tokaj kornyékén is lattak Gket.

Jnius 5-én jott az els6 kozlés arrol, hogy az észak-hortobagyi Daraksa juhtelepén
a pasztormadarak a hodalyokra szallva erésen énekelnek, parzanak, majd fészeka-
nyagot hurcolnak az eresz ala. (Konyhds S. és Tar J. szobeli kozlései.)

Egy hét miilva az alig 10 km-re délnyugatra levé Nagy-Kecskés- tanya bikaistall6in
alakult ki a masodik telep. Janius 16-an, 19-én és 26-an az els6t6l 28-30 km-rel délre,
Nadudvar hataraban tovabbi 3 fészektelepe létesiilt, egy sertéskombinatban, egy
elhagyott szovjet lagerben és egy tanyakozpont kiilonféle lepusztultsagu épiiletein.
Hogy a telepek elfoglalisa nem egy id6ben zajlott, azt jol lehetett észlelni a
fészeképités kiilonbozé fazisaiban levé madarak viselkedésében. Egyes parok mar
kész fészkekkel rendelkeztek, mig az 4j jovevények még csak kisérleteztek egy-egy
rést, zugot talalni, csériikben fiivet, szalmat, lucernaszalat, tollat, falevelet, gallyacs-
kakat, nadszalak darabjat hordozva. Szemtanija voltam, hogy két, egymast koveté
napon miként népesiilt be velitk Mihalyhalma tanyakézpont. El6szor a nagy magtar,
majd a szénatarolo, a hullimpalas libahodalyok, egy kis mazsahaz kovetkezett, de
nem hagytak ki még a WC épiiletét sem.

Nehezen boldogultak a sima cseréptetén, pedig még a cserepek alatti 2-3 cm-es
résekbe is megprobaltak beférkézni: fejiiket bedugva, a tetén meg-megcsuszo
labakkal furakodtak befelé. Végil az ot telep koziil négyben volt sikeres koltés, mert
el6ttiink megmagyarazhatatlan okokbol a sertéstelepi mintegy 200 par a fészekrakas
utan hirtelen letiint.

Az egyes fészkelhelyek ismertetése
Daraksai anyajuhtelep

Itt volt a legelsé fészekrakas. A nadtetés, cseréppel szegett, nagyméreti hodalyok
eresze ala, tovabba a toredezett cserépszegély réseibe, a szell6zokirték mellé
telepedtek. A tetén, a villimhariton és a fakon egyarant énekeltek. Tar Jdnos és tarsai
15 db deszkaodut is kihelyeztek szimukra az eresz ala akasztva, melyek koziil 3-ban
koltottek is a madarak, de fészekanyagot valamennyibe hordtak. Felmerilt az a
gyanu, hogy a megtelepedésiikben szerepet jatszhatott a mar itt kolté népes seregély-
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(Sturnus vulgaris) allomany és a szintén laza telepben itt kélt6 cséka (Corvus mondedula)
parok és a nagy szamban itt fészkel6 hazi galambok (Columba livia domestica) vonzé
hatasa is. A pasztormadarak harom nagy hodalyban és egy kisebb pasztorszallasban
telepedtek meg. A taplalkozni jar6 madarak a juhnyajakat is kovették, féleg a
fiokanevelés id6szakaban. A 70-80 fészkel6é paron kiviil esetenként joval tobbet,
200-210 madarat is szamlaltunk, amely arra enged kovetkeztetni, hogy nem minden
hozzank érkezett pasztormadar koltott a Hortobagyon. Ugyanezt tapasztaltam a
tobbi helyen is, ezért azok ismertetésekor szintén k6zlom mindkét szamot.

Nagy-Kecskés-pusztai bikagulyatelep

Mig a daraksai él6hely egy gazdagon fasitott, erd6kkel szabdalt teriilet, Kecskés-pusz-
tanak tulnyomo része fatlan gyep, melyet csak nyugat fel6l hatarolnak erdék
(Volgyes, Ohat), a tanyatol 2-3 km-re. Négy, nagyméretii, cseréppel (3) és palaval (1)
fedett téglahodaly, egy nagy lakotanya, néhany rozoga, a leromboltsag kilonféle
fokozatait mutato nadtetds istallo, egy betonfala silogodor és egy igen nagy szérd,
10-12 széna-, tobb szalmakazallal, no meg karamok, kutak talalhatok itt, siirdn
egymas mellé épitve. A szérd mellett lucernatabla és napraforgo, mig dél felé mar
szikes puszta (a bikagulya legel6je) és a Nyugati-fécsatorna hatarolja. A lakéhaznal
egy hatalmas eperfa all, melynek termése kozismerten kedvelt pasztormadar-tapla-
lek.

Madaraink a cserepes és a palas tet6zetii épiileteket egyarant megszalltak. Az
ereszek alatt, de a falak lyukaiban, a falakra szerelt bikaelharité deszkaboritas alatt,
sot, a hodalyok bels6 terében is koltottek, ahova a kivert ablakokon, a hianyzé vagy
nyitott ajtokon at jutottak be. A benti homalyban a belép6 embert szinte denevérek
modjan cikaztak koril. A karamokon és a hodalytetén kiviil a katagason, meg az
épuletek kozotti, tragyakéreggel boritott térség talajan is ildogéltek, fészekanyagot
keresgéltek, parzottak is. A hatalmasra nétt biirok (Conium maculatum) és csalan
(Urtica dioica) szaraira is kényelmesen feliiltek. Fiokaikat — azok mozgékonnya
valasakor — az épiletek ablakaiban, a fal parkanyan, de sokszor a falak tovében
etetgették. Utobbi helyen az egérként surrand, de igen jambor fiatalok a gazban
bujkaltak, gyakran hallatva recsegé hangjukat, majd a taplalékkal érkez6é madarsziilé
hangjara nagy larmat csapva repiiltek fel a dudvak szaraira, vagy az épiiletfal
peremére.

Kiilonleges latvanynak szamitott, amikor az 6reg madarak 50—80-as csapatokban
jartak a legelészé bikagulya kozé. A lusta magyar sziirke bikak gyakran lehevertek, de
a madarak akkor is koztiik keresgéltek.

A 130-150 parnyi koltéallomany olykor kissé gyarapodott az ide koborlokkal,

maximum 320-at szamlaltam.

Ndadudvari Ser-zug sertéstelep

A legfurcsabb fészkelésre itt keriilt sor: madaraink a hullaimpalaval fedett,
alacsony, enyhe lejtési tet6k ala bujtak be. A hullampala ive ala az ereszcsatornak
szélérdl jutottak be. Osszesen 6 épiiletben kezdtek fészkelni. Sajnos, ez a 200 parbol
allo fészkeléallomany juanius 25-28. kozott teljesen eltiint, otthagytak a megépiult
fészkeket. Ez volt az egyetlen olyan kolonia, ahol pusztagyep nem volt a szomszédsag-
ban, csak eloregedett lucernas, jokora parlagok, szantok, miut és a sertéstelep
szennyvizderité tavai. Megemlitem, hogy az osszes koltGhely kozil itt lattam a
legtobbszor a pasztormadarakat fiirodni: egy ut menti kis godor vizét hasznaltak. A
maximalis egyedszam 430—450 példany volt.
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Borzasi elhagyott szovjet lager

Az 1990 vége ota uresen allo épiileteket egykor a bombazotér 6rei, kezeléi, az
iranyitd-személyzet és persze a tisztjeik laktak. A pasztormadarak igazan sokféle
lehetéség kozott valogathattak. ElGszor kb. 22—-25 par lepte meg a kantin hullampalas
épiiletét,majd a romladozo, lapos tetds tiszti lakasok, konyha, telephely kovetkezett a
sorban. A legénységi korletet nem kedvelték és a lakott 6ri épiiletet sem foglaltak el.
A laktanyaban kiszaradofélben levé nyarfak kedvelt éneklShelyeik voltak. Minden
iranyban kijartak taplalék utan, mivel a szikes gyepek, a kozeli parlagok, kaszalok és
a Hortobagy-foly6 gatja egyarant j6 taplalkozohelyet biztositottak szamukra.

A mintegy 80 fészkel6 par létszama a koborlason idelatogatokkal maximum 230-ig
emelkedett. Ezek a jovevények a nyarfakat megiilve tartottak larmas éneklékoncerte-
ket, f6ként alkonyat tajban, igy az volt a gyanum, hogy alvohelyil hasznaljak a
laktanyat.

A lezart objektum, a bizalmatlan, éber 6rok és a szigoru kutyak teljes nyugalmat
teremtettek madarainknak. (Ne feledjiik: Schenk Jakab idejében egyes telepek 6rzését
a csenddrség bevonasaval oldottak meg.)

Mihdlyhalmai tanyakiozpont

Ez a junius 26-an, tehat legkésébben elfoglalt telep lett a legnépesebb: kb. 300 par
koltott. Ugyanitt, a kozeli pusztai taplalkozohelyiikon lattam a legnagyobb csapatot,
mintegy 1000 példanyt, mely csupa 6reg madarbdl allt, (még fiokak kikelése el6tt).
Koltési viszonyaik a leheté legvaltozatosabbak voltak (lasd el6bb). A legtobb madar a
nagyobb épiiletek tizfalairél jart be a fali lyukakba, résekbe, de a magtar szell6z6it,
falhasadékait is elfoglaltak. Kiilonos volt a két alacsony libahodaly megszallasa, ahol
a hullampalas toldaléképiiletek alacsony, alig 1 m-es eresze alatt berepiilve a belsé
falakra, parkanyok zugaiba fészkeltek. A taplalékért jar6 madarak 5-10-20-as,
olykor még nagyobb csoportban kozlekedtek, odafelé természetesen liresen, vissza-
felé pedig saskakkal teli csérrel.

Szivesen jartak a kb. fél kilométerre levé birkalegel6 juhai kozé, de latogattik az
Eperjeshalom alatti lucernast, a parlagokon nétt nagy dudvat is. Prof. Festetics Antallal
itt figyeltik meg, hogy a juhokat koveté tobbezres seregélycsapattal is egyiitt
mozogtak és taplalkoztak, amig azok a nyajnal tartézkodtak. A megriadt, elrebbené
seregélyeket viszont nem kovették.

Az utszéleket, a kaszalt arokpartokat is csapatokban lepték el. A lakossag a
madarakat joforman figyelemre sem méltatta, a libatelep tulajdonosai is inkabb a
folyton érkez6 madaraszok miatt akadékoskodtak. T6liik szarmazik a legfurcsabb
Jlakossagi” megfigyelés is: a telepvezeté nehezményezte, hogy az arnyékba allitott
motorkerékparjira raszallnak a pasztormadarak, nézegetik magukat a tikorben,
majd tavozas el6tt leronditjak a jamiivet. Azt viszont nem banta senki, hogy a libak
fiirdet6 medencéjét és a juhok itatovalyujat a madaraink is hasznaljak ivasra és hisité
fiirdésre.

Itt Mihalyhalman tdnt fel, hogy az emberek altal lakott tanyaépiileteket nem
hasznaltak a pasztormadarak, bar , kocos” és hianyos tetézetiik nagyon alkalmas lett
volna fészkelésre.
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Néhany ujabb adat a pasztormadarak életérél
Fészekanyag és gyijtése

Kecskésen és Daraksan észleltem, hogy madarunk libatop (Chenopodium sp.), laboda
(Atriples sp.) €s arvacsalan (Lamium sp.) leveleit, olykor kisebb nyar- és fiizleveleket tép
le a tojasos fészkébe viszi. Kecskésen lattam, hogy a pasztormadar gyaloglas kézben a
fiiszalakbol 56 cm-es darabkakat csip le, amig csére meg nem telik a keresztben allo
kis fiicsomoval, ekkor fészkébe szillitja. A képerje (Sclerochloa dura) kiszaradt és
gyokerestdl kifordult egész példanyat elvitte, de hurcolt galamb- és csokatollakat, sét,
rongyot €s papirdarabkakat is. A 20-25 cm-es naddarabok, dudvaszarak és gallyak
mar nagy nehézségeket okoztak neki, ezekbe repiilés kozben bele-beleakadt, sokszor
el is dobta.

Taplalkozds

A Hortobagyon az idén rendkiviil nagy saskatomegek mutatkoztak. Ezek létszama
ugyan nem multa felil az 1993-as évét, de ujdonsagként olyan fajt is lattunk,
meglepéen nagy szamban, melyet nem nagyon észleltiink kordbban. A Konyhds S.
altal befogott feketés szinti példanyt Dr. Rdcz Istvdn volt szives meghatarozni: Celes
variabilis volt, mely a rovid fiivii szikes birkalegel6n, legtobbszor a sziki turém
(Artemisia maritima) allomanyan hemzsegett. Pasztormadaraink ebbél és az aprobb
fajokbol egyarant rengeteget fogtak. A kis test saskakbol 4-5, a kozepesekbél 2—4
példanyt vittek el egyszerre a csériikkben. Borzason teleszkoppal figyeltem élelemhor-
dasukat, ekkor lattam, hogy egy-egy (nagy ritkan 2) testes zold szocskét is hoznak
néha fiokaiknak. Ezeket a jokora rovarokat 3—4 helyen erésen megroppantva, szinte
csérikkel ,megragva”, teljesen élettelen allapotban hoztik a fészkeikhez.

A lucernaban vagy a magas gazban kutaté madarak mozgasaban az volt a felt(ing,
amikor a kozel félméteres novényre felugorva kaptak el zsakmanyukat. Egy-egy
viragzo lucernara, vagy gyomnovényre néha korilkémlelés végett is feliltek.
Kecskésen a kirepiilt fiokak madarsziileikkel az eperfat is felkeresték.

Viselkedés a koltéhelyen

Egymassal ritkan civodtak. Esetenként az ijonnan jott madarak prébaltak beha-
tolni a mar foglalt helyekre, néha pedig fészekanyagot csentek. Az énekld, udvarlo
himek olykor az odaérkez6 masik himmel kertltek rovid konfliktusba.

Meghokkentd volt a kecskési telepiikon, hogy voros vércsével koltottek egyiitt: az
egyik hodaly falvédé deszkaracsa alatt a két faj fészke kb. 4 m-re volt egymastal,
anélkiil, hogy a vércsepar és kirepult 3 fiokaja a legkevésbé is zavarta volna a
pasztormadarakat.

Mindkét észak-hortobagyi telepen erds volt a ragadozémadarak mozgasa. De amig
a voros vercse (Falco tinnunculus), kék vércse (Falco vespertinus) jelenlétével a
pasztormadarak mit sem torédtek, kabasolyom (Falco subbateo) vagy kerecsensolyom
(Falco cherrug) atrepiilésekor nagy riadalom tamadt: hirtelen elcsendesedett a folyton
hangzo ének és ricsaj, percekig egy hangjuk sem volt. Tomegesen tultek fel a
tetégerincre, villamharitora és aggodva figyeltek. Félénken lesték az atrepulé parlagi
sast (Aquila heliaca), rétihéjat (Circus sp.), darut (Grus grus), de nem torédtek a
Kecskésen oly gyakran atszallo kocsagokkal (Egretta alba), kanalasgémekkel (Platalea
leucorodia).
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Himek, tojok, fiatalok szinezete

Mig a kéltésben részt vevs himek szinte mindegyike szép rozsaszinben pompazott,
a tojoknak alig a felét lattuk ilyennek. Fako, ,itottrozsaszin”, piszkoshalvanysziirke
szinl egyedek, atmeneti jelleget mutaté arnyalatiak, ivaréretlen hatast kelték is
akadtak. Az ilyeneknek az tistoke is csokott, jelentéktelen volt.

A kirepiilt fickak halvany, barnasegérsziirkék, vilagos csériek voltak. Ami nagyon
kiillonosnek tint: prof. Festetics Antallal megfigyeltiik, hogy egyazon fészekaljban
vilagoshusszinii és sotét, pirosbarna labszinl egyedek egyarant vannak, fele-fele
aranyban.

Julius 19-és mar akadt olyan 6reg madar, mely nyugalmi tollazatinak latszott: a
kifakult rézsaszin mellén és hasan néhany ritka, sotét savozassal. Augusztus eiején
ezek szama mar feltiin6bben gyarapodott, féleg a csaladot vezeté 6reg madarakon.

Természetvédelmi kérdések

A kolt6helyén szelid, bizalmas madarat a lakossag zaklatasatol nem kellett félteni,
mivel alig vettek rola tudomast. Annal nagyobb zavarast jelentettek a kilonféle
szervezésben, de leginkabb spontin médon oda6zonlé kiilfoldi madaraszok, kiran-
dulok, turistak, taborozok és egyéb idegenbdl jott kivancsiak. Ezek a tomegek féleg a
konnyd helyen, orszagut szélén allo, busszal, autoval jol megkozelithet6 Daraksat
stjtottak. A Hortobagyi Nemzeti Park Igazgatosag részérdl célszeri lett volna egy kis
tablaval és kotélkordonnal illen tivol tartani a latogatokat, olyan tavol, hogy
tavesével még kényelmesen szemlélédjenek, de a madarakat mar ne zaklathassak.

Ha a jovében megismétlédik a pasztormadar invazio (miként a régi id6kben, most
is szamithatunk tobb éven it tarté mozgalomra), akkor a kélt6helyeken, legalabb a
védett nemzeti parki teruleten beliil, egy minimalis latogatasi rendet be kell tartani.

Madaraink koltési igényeit jol szolgaljak a Hortobagyon szerteszét romladozo
lepusztult épiiletek, hodalyok. Ilyeneket tehat nem kell eléregyartanunk, készen
varjak a kovetkezd invaziot. Ha viszont mar megszallnak egy-egy helyet, ott
koltsladakkal, galambducszeri sokrekeszes takolmanyok kihelyezésévek, tégla- vagy
valyograkas gyors felhalmozasaval novelhetjik a fészkelési lehet6ségeket. Ennek
anyagat, modszerét és mértékét mindig a helyi viszonyok alapjan célszer( megvalasz-
tani.
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