Szondazé jellegii felta-
rds az aquincumi pol-

garvarostol délkeletre
(Bp. III. ker., Obudai Gazgydr)

Az Obudai Gazgyar privatizacija
sordn a Graphisoft szdmitastechni-
kai cég a volt gyar déli részén egy
jelentGs teriilet gazdaja lett, ame-
lyen egy laza beépitésti informacids
park kialakitasat készitette elS. En-
nek soran valt sziikségessé az épit-
kezési teriilet I. titemének szonddzo
jellegii kutatasa.

A széban forg¢ teriilet (20. kép) az
aquincumi polgarvarostol délkelet-
re, az ismert gazgyari fazekastelep-

Test excavations carried
out southeast of the

Aquincum Civil Town
(Budapest District 111, Obuda Gas Factory)

Following the privatization of the
Obuda Gas Factory, the computer
firm Graphisoft became the new
owner of a section of the property
located in the southern area of the
former factory area. Since the com-
pany planned the construction of a
sparsely built-in complex on its
newly acquired piece of real estate,
test excavations became necessary
as part of the initial stage (Stage I.)
of development.




t6l és a Duna-parti temetd teriileté-
t6l pedig délre fekszik. Ezen a déli
tertileten jelenlegi ismereteink sze-
rint kordbban nem folyt feltaras. En-
nek oka - a fennmaradt dokumen-
tumok alapjan - részben a gyar épi-
tésével egy id6ben tortént vastag
homokos-soderos  feltoltés  volt,
részben pedig az a feltevés, hogy a
romai korban is mélyen fekvé teri-
let nem, vagy csak igen gyéren volt
beépitve. Tény, hogy errdl a teriilet-
r6l nem kertiltek szérvanyleletek
sem a muzeum gytjteményébe.

Az épitkezés I. {itemének teriilete
azonban az antik véros topogréfia-
ja szempontjabdl igen fontos he-
lyen fekszik. A topografia eddigi
adatai alapjan valahol itt kellett ha-
ladnia az észak-déli, tn. Duna-
parti dtnak, melynek nyomvonalat
a polgarvéarostél délre, a kato-
navarosbdl ismerjiik. Tovabbé ezen
a teriileten huzodik a polgarvaros
déli varosfalinak kelet felé meg-
hosszabbitott vonala is. Bar a kuta-
tas jelenlegi allasa alapjan a varos-
fal déli szakasza nem hiizodott le
egészen a Dunaig, a varosfalat ko-
vetd vizelvezet§ aroknak, illetve a
késébbiek folyaman az azt kivaltd
kécsatornanak, el kellett jutnia a
Dundhoz. A csatorna feltételezett
vonaldra merdlegesen tfiztiik ki a
kutatéarkot, 23 m hosszan és 5 m
szélességben.

The area under discussion here
(Figure 20) is located southeast of
the Aquincum Civil town and south
of the well known potter’s settle-
ment (“Obuda - Gas Factory”) as
well as the cemetery located on the
bank of the Danube. To our know-
ledge, no archaeological investiga-
tions have been carried out previ-
ously in this area. On the basis of
surviving documents, this is in part
explained by the fact that at the
time of the factory’s construction a
thick fill of sand and gravel was laid
down here. In addition, at the time
it was presumed that this deep
lying piece of land had not been
inhabited or at least had only been
sparsely populated during the
Roman Period. It is undoubtedly
true that there are not even stray
finds from this area in the collec-
tions of the Aquincum Museum.

However, the surface affected by
Stage I of the development represents
a very important topographic point
in terms of the layout of Roman
Aquincum. According to survey data
available to date, a road oriented
north to south along the Danube,
whose southern section is known in
the Military town, must have gone
through here. Moreover, the line
drawn as the eastern extension of the
Civil town’s southern wall also runs
across here. Although currantly, there
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A kutatéarok teljes feliiletében a
felszint6l 2-2,3 m mélységig igen la-
za, homokos, séderos feltoltést talal-
tunk, melybSl ugyan leletanyag
nem kerdilt el§, azonban a gyar épi-
tésével egyidés dokumentumok
alapjan feltételezhetd, hogy ez a tol-
tés a szdzad elején, a gyar épitése-
kor keriilt a teriiletre. A feltltés
alatt azonban jol elvalt egy kemény-
re iszaposodott, sziirke szinti, kissé
agyagos réteg, melynek nyesése so-
ran Gjkori és romai kori kerdmiale-
letek egyarant eldkeriiltek. A sziirke
iszapos rétegben jol elkiiloniilt egy
7-7,5 m széles, igen vékony soderos
sav. Ennek egyik szélén kocsi-
nyomként értékelhets, két, egy-
mastol 115 cm-re 1év6 parhuzamos
bemélyedés haladt, masik szélén
pedig egy kis, tekn$ alaki, 50 cm
mélységti drok htizoédott. Az objek-
tumok a jelenlegi Zidhony utca
nyomvonaldban, de anndl mintegy
2,5 m-rel mélyebben jelentkeztek.

Az utfelszin alatti homogén, ho-
mokos-agyagos réteghSl kozepes
mennyiség(i romai kori keramia ke-
riilt el8. Zart réteget vagy objektum-
ra utald nyomot nem talaltunk.
Csupan a bolygatatlan sarga homo-
kos altalajt elérve rajzolodott ki egy
sotétebb, 40 cm széles sav, valamint
attol északra egy kis ovélis elszine-
z6dés. Az el6bbibdl szarmazik egy
3. szazadi subaeratus érem.
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is no evidence that the southern city
wall extended all the way to the
Danube, the drainage ditch that ran
parallel to it (which was subsequently
replaced by a stone-lined channel)
must have extended down to the
river. A 23 m long and 5 m wide test
trench was thus laid out in a direction
perpendicular to the hypothesized
line of the channel.

The entire surface of the test
trench contained a very loose, sandy
gravel fill down to a depth of 2-2.3
m. Although it contained no arti-
facts, on the basis of coeval docu-
ments it may be hypothesized that
this is the fill that was brought to the
factory’s territory during its con-
struction at the beginning of this
century. Below this fill, a well sepa-
rated silted and grayish layer of clay
was identified. ~Following the
removal of this stratum, both
Roman Period and modern pottery
fragments began to occur. Within
this grayish silt layer, a 7-7.5 wide,
very thin layer of gravel could also
be distinguished. This may be inter-
preted as a wagon trail since it is
characterized by two, long and pa-
rallel depressions running at a dis-
tance of 115 cm from each other
along one of its sides. The other side
is parallelled by a 50 cm deep,
tub-shaped ditch. These features
were observed along the line of



A kutatédrok alapjan képet alkot-
hattunk a tertilet rétegviszonyairdl,
valamint a - bar csekély szamu -
romai kori telepnyombdl, tovabbd a
viszonylag nagyszamu leletanyag
alapjan a tovabbi kutatdsokhoz
szolgaltattunk kiinduloépontot. A te-
rilletre keriil§ épitmények alapoza-
sa — amenyiben az a tervek szerint
keriil kivitelezésre — csak az tjkori
feltoltést érinti, a kozmiivek nyom-
vonala azonban varhatéan tjabb al-
kalmat ad a feltarasra a kovetkezd
idgszakban.
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modern-day Zéhony street, howev-
er, they are located some 2.5 m
below street level. A fair amount of
roman sherds were recovered from
the sandy clay layer below this road
surface. No sealed layers or traces of
features were found. A 40 cm broad,
darker band could be seen only at
the bottom, once the undisturbed
yellow, sandy subsoil was reached.
Another small, oval discoloration
was found to the north. The afore-
mentioned dark band contained an
AD 3rd century subaeratus coin.

On the basis of this test trench it is
possible to reconstruct the stratigra-
phy in this area. In addition, even
the scarce assemblage of Roman
Period artifacts offers a starting
point for futher research. If recent
construction plans will be carefully
observed, the foundation works will
affect only the modern age fill.
Excavations along the line of public
works, however, will probably offer
new oppurtunities for archaeologi-
cal investigations in the near future.
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o7





