Régészeti megfigyelések
a Belvarosi plébania
templom kisebb, belsé
rekonstrukciés munkala-
tainal

(Budapest, V. ker., Mdreius 15. tér,
Hrsz.: 24311)

A Belvirosi plébaniatemplom bel-
s kisebb dtalakitisi munkdival
kapesolatban 2002 februdrjaban
lehetdség adodott szakmai mun-
kikat végezni, ezen a régészetileg
védett teriileten is. Eldszor a terii-
let kutatdstorténetének rovid viz-
latat adjuk az Aquincumi fiizetck
szamara a teriilet régészeti jelento-
ségének jobb megértése ¢rdeké-
ben, és utdina tériink rd a 2002, évi
munkdnkra. A Mdrcius 15. téren (a
volt Eskii téren) mar 1799-ben, az
tgynevezett Glockelsberg hiaz ud-
vardn cgy romai kori fiirdémarad-
vany kertlt elé. (NAGY L. 1932,
19.) 1898-ban, az FErzsébet hid
pesti hidféjénél egy rémai kori
erdd délnyugati sarok-tornva ke-
riilt el6 27 masodlagosan beépitett
kéemlékkel egyiitt.  (KUZSIN-
SZKY 1900, 6, 45.) 1913-1914-
ben tjabb fiirddrészletek keriiltek

elé. (FRIEDREICH 1914, 30.)
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Archaeological observa-
tions during the small
mterior reconstruction
work at the Belvirosi
parish church

(Budapest 'V, Mdrcius 15 Square,
Lrn.: 24311)

It was possible to carry out archae-
ological work in the archacologi-
cally protected area on the occa-
sion of some minor reconstruce-
tions in the interior of the
Belvirosi parish church in Febru-
ary 2002. First we shall review the
research history of the territory in
order to better understanding the
archacological significance of the
site, before describing the work
done in 2002. The remains of a
Roman bath were already un-
carthed in 1799 in the courtvard of
the so-called Glockelsberg house
in Mircius 15 Square (formerly
Eskii Square) (NAGY L. 1932, 19).
The southwestern corner tower of
a Roman fort was uncarthed
together with 27 secondarily con-
structed stone monuments at the
bridgehead of the Elisabeth bridge
in Pest in 1898 (KUZSINSZKY
1900, 6, 45). Further details of the



I. kép: Kakeretes sir az Arpdd-kori temetdhal
Fig. 1: Stone-framed grave from the Arpddi-
an Fra cemetery

1932-1936 kozitt a fovdros a vi-
rosrendezési tervek miatt dsatast
rendelt el a tertileten, az dsatdso-
kat Nagy Lajos iranvitotta. (NAGY
I.. 1934, 9-12.) Az dsatds sorin
napvildgra keriilt az erdd északi fa-
la két patkoalaki toronnyal. 1941-
ben a belvirosi templom dtalakita-
st munkii kézben, a kriptihoz ve-
zetd folyoson légfitéssel ellitott
terrazzo padlos helyiség kertilt elo.
(NAGY T 1950, 359-376.) 1944-
ben a belvarosi templom kézvetlen
kornyékének talaj egyengetési
munkdi sordn Bertalan Vilmos ve-

bath were found in 1913-1914
(FRIEDRICH 1914, 30). In
1932-1936, Budapest, the capital
city, ordered archacological exca-
vations in the territory because of
townscape planning. These exca-
vations were conducted by Lajos
Nagy (NAGY L. 1934, 9-12). He
unearthed the northern wall and
two horseshoe-shaped towers of
the fort. In 1941, during the recon-
struction of the city
(Belvirosi parish church), a room

church

with a terrazzo floor and hot air
heating was found in the corridor
leading to the crypt (NAGY T.
1950, 359-376). The foundation
wall of the southeastern fan-
shaped tower of the fort was found
by Vilimos Bertalan in the immedi-
ate environment of the city church
in 1944 under the southeastern
end of the shrine during leveling
work. At the same time, he found
stretches of the southern wall of
the fort with fragments of other
towers on the southern side of the
church (BERTALAN 1945, 469-
487). Lajos Nagy’s monograph on
the Roman fort in Eskii Square
appeared in 1946 (NAGY L. 1946).
The FElisabeth bridge was recon-
structed and there were plans to
reconstruct the square, which
offered an opportunity to authen-
ticate the northern wall and the
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2. kép: Romai kori vakolatdarabok omldsa
feliilethen, keletral

Fig. 2: The surface of collapsed plaster from
the Roman period viewed from the east

zetésével elokeriilt a tabor délkele-
ti legvezd alaki saroktornyinak
alapfala a templom délkeleti szen-
télyzarddasa alatt, valamint a
templom déli oldalan, az eréd déli
falinak szakaszai kertiltek eld a to-
vibbi tomyok részletével. (BER-
TALAN 1945, 469-487.) Nagy La-
jos monogrifidja 1946-ban jelent
meg az Eskid téri rémai erddrol.
(NAGY L. 1946) Az Erzsébet hid
atépitésére is sor kertilt, a tér tjabb
atrendezését is tervezték, igy lehe-
téség adodott a romai tibor északi
falanak és patkéalaka tornvainak
hitelesitésére. (NAGY T, 1971,
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horseshoe-shaped tower of the
Roman fort (NAGY T 1971,
29-30). Rescue excavations were
conducted in the ditch of the wa-
terworks in 1974 (MELIS 1976,
313-333; SZIRMALI 1976,
425-426). Liszlé Gerevich's inves-
tigations suggest that a cella tri-
chora was built over a shrine in the
southeastern part of the fort,
which was later incorporated into
the structure of the Proto-Ro-
manesque church (GEREVICH
1976, 43-54). Recent studies have
also focused on the fort (MRAV
1992-1995, 11-19 VISY 2000, 58,
KOVACS P 2001, 141-168).

As can be seen in this short out-
line of research history in the area,
it can be said that Contra Aquin-
cum stood on the left side bridge-
head of the Elisabeth bridge, on
the left bank of the Danube, fac-
ing the Budapest stretch of the
limes. The garrison of this military
establishment controlled and pro-
tected the most important trading
routes that led into the Danube-
Tisza Interfluve into the territories
of the Sarmatians and other bar-
barian tribes. The antecedents of
the fort are indicated by the
uncovered wall fragments (bath
cte.), coins and contemporary
brick stamps. The barbarian tribes
prepared for a large invasion in the
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3. kép: Déli metszet északrol

Fig. 3: Southern section of wall viewed from the north

29-30.) 1974-ben, a Vizmi csator-
nadrkiban leletmentésekre keriilt
sor (MELIS 1976, 313-333., SZIR-
MAI 1976, 425-426.) Gerevich
Liszlé kutatdsai szerint a tibor
délkeleti részében, a tdborszen-
télyre ¢piilt rd a cella trichora, me-
lyet késébb a protoromdn temp-
lom rendszerébe dtépitettek.
(GEREVICH 1976, 43-54.) Ujabb
kutatasok is foglalkoznak az er6d-
del. (MRAV 1992-1995, 11-19,
VISY 2000, 58, KOVACS P 2001,
141-168.)

AD 260’s. The limes was rein-
forced, new watchtowers were
built. "This was the time when the
diamond-shaped late Roman fort,
measuring 84 X 86 m, was built on
the left bank. The, on average, 3.5
m thick fort walls were strength-
ened by eight horseshoe-shaped
towers with sharp corners measur-
ing 3 X 4 m in their interiors and
corner towers reconstructed as
having a fan-shape in the AD 4"
century. The interior buildings of
the fort were already renewed dur-
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ing  Valentinian’s
reign (AD 364-375).
The Roman garrison
was withdrawn from
the fort at the end of
the AD 4" century —
the beginning of the
5" century and the
deterioration of the
buildings began.
Floris  Romer
was the first to

4. kép: Déli metszet északrol
Fig. 4: Southern section of wall viewed from the north

A vazlatos, rovid kutatdstorté-
net eredményeinck alapjin Contra
Aquincum erddje a limes budapes-
ti szakaszaval szemben, a Duna
bal partjan, az Frzsébet hid bal
parti hidféjénél talilhato. E kato-
nai ¢pitmény helyorsége ellendriz-
te és védte a legfontosabb kereske-
delemi Gtvonalakat, melvek a szar-
matdk ¢s mds barbar torzsek terii-
letére, a Duna-Tisza kdzére vezet-
tek. A tdbor elézményeire, az itt
clokertilt falmaradvinyok (fiirdé,
sth.) érmek, korabeli téglabélvegek
is utalnak. A 260-as években a bar-
bér torzsck nagyobb tamaddsra ké-
sziiltek. A limest megerdsitik, 1j
ortornyok ¢piilnek. A rombusz ala-
ki bal parti késéromai eréd ekkor
épiilt, mérete 84 X 86 méter. Az
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describe the medie-
of the

church in the Pesti

Naplé in 15864. Re-
construction work was made in
1889-90 directed by lmre Steindl,
which was not accompanied by
rescarch. At the same time, Lajos
Némethy published his mono-

val details

graph with the description of the
written sources and the visible
medieval and Renaissance remains
(NEMETHY 1890). Kilmédn Lux
carried out the first investigations
in 1932-33 both on the facades
and beginning with the Baroque
crypt of the church (LUX 1933).

The facades were reconstructed

under Liszlo Borsos’s guidance in
1939-41 and the walls in the
shrine were studied at the same
time, when gothic niches were dis-
1948, Ldszlo Gerd

directed the reconstruction work

L'(}\'L'r(_'(l. In



atlagosan 3,5 méter széles tiborfa-
lat nvole 3 X 4 méter belviligy,
sarkitott patkoalaka toronnyal ero-
sitették meg, a saroktornyokat pe-
dig a 4. szizadban legvezé formira
alakitottdk at. A tibor belso épiile-
teit még Valentinianus uralkodaisa
alatt (364-375) 1s megujitottik. A
4. szdzad végén — 5. sziazad clején a
romai helvorséget kivontik a ti-
borbal, melynek épitményei pusz-
tuldsnak indultak.

A templom kazépkori részleteit
Romer Floris ismertette eloszir a
Pesti Naploban, 1864-ben. Helvre-
allitasi munkdlatok 1859-90-ben
folvtak Steindl Imre vezetésével,

-
b
-
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amelvhez kutatis nem kapesolo-
dott. Megjelent azonban Némethy
Lajos monogrifidja az irott forri-
sok, valamint a lithaté kozépkori
¢s reneszansz maradvianvok ismer-
tetésével. (NEMETHY 1890) El6-
szor 1932-33-ban végzett kutati-
sokat Lux Kilman mind a homlok-
zatokon, mind a templom barokk
kriptijabal kiindulva. (LUX 1933)
A homlokzatokat 1939-41. kozott
allitottdk helyre Borsos Liszlo ve-
zetésével, ugyanekkor falkutatast
végeztek a szentélyben is, melynek
sordn gotikus dilofilkek  keriiltek
eld. A 11. Vilighdboru okozta kirok
helyredllitisi munkilatait Gerd
Laszl6 irdnyitotta 1948-ban, majd
egy osszefoglalé munkit jelente-

after the devastation of World
War 1, and published a summan
on the architectural history of the
church (GERO 1956). A rescue
excavation i 1970 unearthed the
fragments of a cemetery from the
Arpadian Fra north of the church
(MELIS 1976, 317). Gibor Bazso,
an art historian, evaluated and cat-
cgorized the stone material of the
church.

o e . M
5. kép: A munkateriilet keletrol
Fig. 3: The excavation area viewed from the
east

In 2002, we opened a trench
where the surface had to be dis-
turbed for the reconstruction of
lavatories and sewers. We found a
20-30 em thick building debris
laver under the modern fill and
perhaps the foundation for a plank
floor (feature 5), which contained
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tett meg a tc_mplm‘n épitéstorténe-
térél. (GERO 1956) Egy 1970-ben
folytatott leletmentés sorin a
templomtdl északra feltartak az
Arpad-kori  temeté  részleteit.
(MELIS 1976, 317.) A templom
kéanyaginak felmérését és rende-
76sét Bazso Gabor mivészettorté-
nész végezte.

A 2002. évi kutatds sordn a terve-
zett mellékhelviségek és csatorna,
tehdt a bolvgatasra keriils feliilet
helyén nyitottunk szelvényt. Az 1j-
kori feltoltés és feltehetdleg deszka-
padlé alapozisa alatt 20-30 centi-
méteres épiilettormelékes feltoltést
taldltunk (5. objektum), amelyben
a ko- és habarestormeléken kiviil
kozépkori, mazatlan kapeserép és
padlotégla darabok is voltak. A tor-
melck alatt elékeriilt a templom ko-
zépkori padléja (2. objektum),
amely habarcsba rakott, négyzetes,
mazatlan padlotéglakbol allt, me-
lyek mérete 20 x 20 centiméter.
(Az épilettormelékes rétegben s
ugyanennck a padlonak a téglii vol-
tak.) A feliilet nagyobb részén mar
csak a habarcs és benne a téglik le-
nyomata keriilt el6, ahol azonban a
téglik egybefiiggs feliiletet alkot-
tak, felettiik jelentds, faszenes égés-
réteget lehetett megfhigyelni. A tz-
vész idején a padlé mar sérilt volt,
mert a kisebb hidnyokat vastag fa-
szénréteg toltotte ki, nagyobb felii-
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stone and mortar fragments,
medieval unglazed conical tile and
floor tile fragments. Under the
debris, we found the medieval
floor of the church (feature 2). It
was built of square unglazed floor
tiles measuring 20 X 20 cm, which
were placed in mortar. (Tiles from
this floor were found in the debris
laver as well.) Over most of the
surface, only the mortar survived
with the imprints of the tiles.
Where, however, the tiles com-
posed a coherent surface, they
were covered by a thick burned
laver containing charcoal. The
floor was already damaged at the
time of the conflagration, since
the smaller hiatuses were filled in
with a thick charcoal layer, while
over a larger surface, the tiles were
removed only after the fire, since
the mortar foundation was not
sooty. The tile floor did not extend
to the existing church wall, but to
another wall with a shghtly differ-
ent orientation (which may be a
foundation or an earlier pulled
down wall. However, this could
not be clarified in such a small sur-
face). This wall was uniformly
built from rubble and smaller
stone picces on top of the vellow
virgin soil. Where the wall entirely
filled in the foundation ditch, we
could sometimes observe large



6, kép: Helyszinrajz a 2002, évi kutatdsokkal

Fig. 6: Plan of the site with the 2002 excavation

leten viszont esak ez utdn tivolitot-
tak el a téglakat, mert a habarcsala-
pozis nem kormozodott. A tégla-
padlo nem a ma is dll6 templomfal
mellé fut be, hanem egy attol tijo-
lasaban kiss¢ eltérohoz (amely ala-
pozds, vagy kordbbi visszabontott
fal is Iehet, ezt a kérdést a kis feliile-
ta kutatis miatt nem sikertilt tisz-
tazni). Fzt a falat egységesen tort-
kabal ¢s kisebb kadarabokbdl rak-
tak a sdrga altalajra alapozva. Ahol a
fal az alapirkot teljesen kitoltotte,
idénként nagyobb habarceskifolvi-
sok voltak, a felsabb részen ezeket
elsimitottdk a falon. A padlo épité-
sét V. Liszlo ezist dendrja keltezte,
amely a habarcs és az alatta 16v6 le-
taposott, barna agyagos réteg (7.
objektum) koziil keriilt elé.

spots of mortar flowing down the
wall. Higher up, they were spread
over the wall surface. The con-
struction of the floor was dated by
a silver denar issued by Laszlo V,
which was found between the
mortar and the underlying, trod-
den, brown clavey laver (feature
no. 7).

We dug deeper, leaving the sur-
face of the floor tiles in place. /
20-25 cm thick layer of building
debris (with stone and stone pow-
der) followed under the floor (fea-
ture no. §), in which scattered
human bones and pottery sherds
from the 13"-14" century were
found. Then a Hoor level was
observed which turmed out to be
the exterior floor level, construct-
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A padlotéglis feliletet meg-
hagyva mélyitettiink tovdbb. A
padlo alatt 20-25 centiméter vas-
tag ¢piletsifras (koves-kGporos)
réteg (8. objektum) kovetkezett,
amelybdl szorvany embercsontok
¢és kevés 13-14. szazadi keramiati-
redék keriilt eld, majd jaroszintet
tudtunk megfigyelni, amely még a
templom bévitése eldtti kiilsé
szint volt (9. objektum). Ez alatt
kertiltek ¢lé a templom koriili te-
metd 11-13. szazadi, melléklet
nélkiili sirjai (20 sir), amelvbaol ha-
rom volt kékeretes (az egyik tripla
temetkezés), egynél pedig fako-
porsé maradvanyai keriiltek elo. A
sirokat sotétbarna, enyhén soderos
rétegbe dstik, amelyben kevés ke-
ramia (11-13. szdazadi és romai) is
volt.

A 11, 14, 15 szama sirokbal (22,
25, 26. szamui objektum) I1. Cons-
tantinus ¢rmeit, kisebb romai
tivegtoredéket ¢s egy bronzti tore-
dekét szedtiik fel. Tovibbi tivegto-
red¢kek keriiltek el6 a sirok rétegé-
bal is (10. objektum). A romai ko-
r telepjelenségek a felszintél mér-
ve Af. 102-103 méteren jelentkez-
tek. A 10. objektum alatt egy 25
centiméter vastag, 16szos, agyagos
lejart réteg jelentkezett. Ebbdl a
rétegbdl bronzkori cserepet és l-
latcsontot tettiink el. Ezt a betél-
tést zarja alul egy apro, koves, so-
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ed prior to the enlargement of the
church (feature no. 9). Under-
neath, we discovered graves from
the churchyard from the 11"-13"
centuries (20 graves). They con-
tained no grave furniture, three
had stone frames (one of them
was a triple burial) and another
one contained the remains of a
wooden coffin. The graves were
dug into a dark brown, slightly
gravelly layer, from which a few
sherds  (11"-13" century and
Roman) were recovered.

Graves nos. 11, 14 and 15 (fea-
tures nos. 22, 25 and 26) viclded
coms issued under Constantine 11,
a few small glass fragments and
the fragment of a bronze pin.
More glass sherds were found in
grave laver (feature no. 10). The
Roman settlement features ap-
peared in the depth of 102-103 AF.
From the surface. A 25 em thick
loessy, clavey trodden laver ap-
peared under feature no. 10.
Bronze Age sherds and animal
bones were collected from it. It is
underlain by a gravelly floor level
will small stones (feature no. 38).
Undemneath a clayey, brown com-
pact soil followed (feature no. 33)
containing Roman ceramics and
amimal bones. A vellow, compact
clayey laver appeared in the cast-
em part of the southern section



deres jaroszint (38, objektum).
Alatta, a betoltés agvagos, barna
tomott fold (33. objektum), mely-
bél romai kerdmiat és dllatesonto-
kat tettiink cl. A déli metszet kele-
b részén egy sarga, tomott agyagos
réteg is mutatkozott, mely egy
agyagfal planirozasit tartalmazza
(36. objektum). Ebbdl bronzker
cserepek keriiltek el6. A déli met-
szet nyugati részén tobbek kozott
novényi lenvomatos vakolattérme-
I¢kkel boritott habarcsos jaroszint
mutatkozott 8-9 centiméter vas-
tagsagban (34 objektum). Innen
égett cserepeket gyijtottiink 6sz-
sze, valamint a vakolatdarabokat 1s
eltettitk anvagvizsgilatra. Alatta, a
betoltés midr agyagos, fekete, to-
mott (35, objektum), melybal
bronzkor kerdamidval kevert romai
anvag kertilt eld, dllatesontokkal
cgyiitt. Alatta a fold mar bolyvga-
tatlan, agvagos, nvers (37. objck-
tum). Tehit a foldmunkdk sordn a
megfeleld metszetekben két romai
periodus maradvinyat figveltiik
meg;: egy késabbi soderes jardszin-
tet (38. objektum) és alatta 40
centiméterrel egy habarcsos szin-
tet (34. objektum). Ezek a szintek
feltehetéen egy épiileten beliili dt-
alakitist igazolnak. Az elékeriilt
oskori cserépanyag Szilas Gibor
meghatdrozisa szerint bronzkori.
A 2002, évi régészeti adatokat

which contained the leveling of a
clay wall (feature no. 36). It con-
tained Bronze Age sherds. In the
western part of the southern sec-
tion, we observed, among other
things, an 8-9 c¢m thick mortared
floor level covered by plaster frag-
ments preserving plant imprints.
We collected burned sherds here
and selected plaster fragments for
analysis. The underlying fill was a
clayey, black, compact soil (feature
no. 35), which yielded Roman
material mixed with Bronze Age
sherds and animal bones. Under
this laver, the undisturbed clayey
virgin soil appeared (feature no.
37). Accordingly, the remains of
two Roman periods could be
observed in the cross-sections dur-
ing the earth moving work: a later
gravelly floor level (feature no. 38)
and a mortary level 40 em under it
(feature no. 34). These levels pro-
bably attest to reconstructions in
the same building. Gabor Szilas
identified the prehistoric sherds
we found in this area s coming
from the Bronze Age. The archae-
ological data in 2002 were docu-
mented within the fort area of
Contra Aquincum, in the south-
castern part of the fort.

We also noted the reconstruc-
tion work carried out in the shrine.
Under the synthetic stone floor,
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Contra Aquincum tiboran beliil, a
tibor délkeleti részén dokumen-
taltuk.

A szentély felajitasi munkait is
figyvelemmel kisértitk. A miiké bur-
kolat felbontisa utin elékeriilt a
19. szdzad végi memléki helyredl-
litds éntott padloja, amelyet foton
dokumentailtunk. A hatratolt oltir
lépesozete alatt volt a kozépkori
fooltar alapozdsa, amelyet felmér-
tiink. Az alapozas tértkobdl és
bontott kviaderbal késziilt, amely-
be kozépkori falazo- ¢s kis méreti
(10 x 10 centiméteres) padlotég-
likat is épitettek.

Kovdes Iszter — Szirmai Krisztina

the cast floor appeared, put down
cluring monument reconstruction
work at the end of the 19" century,
of which we made a photo. The
foundation of the medieval high
altar was found pushed into the
background under the flight of
steps of the altar We took its
measurements. The foundation
was made of rubble and recveled
ashlars. Medieval bricks and small
square (10 x 10 em) floor tiles
were built into it.

[iszter Kovdes — Krisztina Szirmai



