Romai kori temetorészlet
az aquincumi polgarvaros
északkeleti szomszédsigaban

(Budapest, I11. ker., Pok utca — Ndndsi tit
— Vdrosfal utea, Hrsz.: 23152/297)

A BTM Aquincumi Muzeuma a terii-
let megelozd régészeti feltirasat lako-
park-¢pités kapesan végezte 2003. dprilis
18. és junius 11. kozott.

A kutatasokat indokolta, hogy teriilet
az aqumcumi polgarvaros ¢északkeleti,
illetve a telepiilés keleti temetéjének (az
ugynevezett Gazgyan temetonek) koz-
vetlen északi szomszédsagiban talilhato.
Fz utdbbi északi hatardt a kordbbi kuta-
tds — szorvanvleletek alapjan (SAS 1831,
130-131) - az ,,esztegomi vasuti toltésen
tulra”, az cgykori Illés-malom zonajaban
hizta meg. (NAGY 1942, 469) Ez a te-
rilet — egy 1912, évi Budapest-térkép
alapjan — a jelen telekkel szemben, a
Nindsi at keleti oldalan talilhato. A 20.
szazad ele)én megindulo szisztematikus
régészeti feltarasok azonban ezt a terle-
tet nem ¢rintettck, elsosorban a Gazgydr
kiépitéséhez és toviabbi fejlesztéseihez
kapesolodtak  (agynevezett gizgyin fa-
zekastelep és temetdrészletek feltirdsa).
A teriilethez topogrifaliag legkozelebb
Szildgyi Janos dolgozott, aki a kozelben
regisztralta az északi viarosfal egy szaka-
szit, egy kis toronnyal. (SZILAGYT 1950,
311-312) A fentick mellett viarhato volt
még esctleg a limesut, illetve a keleti vi-
rosfal elokeriilése 1s.

A teriileten elso lépésben szondizo jel-
legti kutatast folytattunk, amelyet megelo-
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Part of a Roman period
cemetery northeast of the
Aquincum Civil Town

(Budapest 111, Pok Street — Ndndsi
Road — Vdrosfal Street, Lin: 23152/297)

Preceding the construction of an apart-
ment complex the Aquincum Museum
of the Budapest Historical Muscum
conducted archacological excavations be-
tween April 18 and June 11, 2003.

The imvestigations were justified by
the fact that the territory is situated in
the immediate neighbourhood of the
Civil Town of Aquincum to its northeast,
immediately north of the settlement’s
castern (the so-called Gas
Factory cemetery). The northern border
of the latter was located on the basis of
stray finds (SAS 1831, 130-131) “beyond
the embankment of the Esztergom rail-
way”, in the zone of the former Illés mill
(NAGY 1942, 469). In a map of Budapest
from 1912, this territory can be found
lying across the present lot, on the cast-
ern side of Nindast Road. The systematic
archacological excavations, which started
at the beginning of the 20" century, did
not extend into this territory but were

cemetery

primarily Iinked with the establishment
and the development of the Gas Factory
(the excavations of the so-called Gas Fac-
tory pottery workshop and parts of a cem-
etery). From a topographic pomnt of view,
J. Szildgyi worked closest to this territory.
Not far from here, he noted the presence

of a short stretch of the northern town
wall with a small tower (SZILAGYT 1950,
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6. Kewek secoteh/Circular shrine

7. Faeckas telepiPottery workuhops

5 Temetd/Cemetery
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A thsatits bl Location of the

1. kép: Aquincum polgdrvdrosa és kizvetlen kornyezete az dsatds helyszinével
Fig. 1: Aquincum Covil Town and its surrondings with the location of the excavations

z0 feltaras kovetett. A munka soran eddig
négy periodust sikeriilt elkiilonitentink,
amelvek koziil kiemelhetd egy romai kon
temeto részlete. (1. kép)

I. A teriilet legalso kutatott szintjén a
Duna dradasaira jellemzd soderes szinte-
ket dokumentailtunk.

2. Felette, a tertlet délnyugati részén
kisebb homokos kiemelkedés kovetkezett,
amelyen a romai korra keltezheté temetd-
részlet keriilt ¢l6, negyven temetkezéssel.
A sirok jelentds része melléklet nélkiili fa-
koporsas, csontvizas temetkezés volt. N¢-
hdny esetben egy-egyv edény vagy viseleti
targy (peldaul voros bevonatos sirga korso,
savos festési, kek tvegpasztagyongy) is
kertilt a halott mellé.

A "ﬂg}‘: féSZI)C" ig{:n 5?.{.’};(:'11}'(.‘3 tC"]CtkC'
zések kozott nehiany ,,gazdagabl™ mellék-
letd sirt is dokumentdlhattunk. A 8. sir

311-312). Beside the above, the limes
road and the eastern town wall could be
expected to run through this territory.

In the first phase of the work we con-
ducted test excavations followed by the
rescue operations. We could separate four
periods so far, including a fragment of a
Roman period cemetery (Iig. 1).

1. In the lowermost investigated level of
the territory, we registered gravelly layers
charactenistically left by the Aloodwaters of
the Danube.

2. This layer was overlain by a small,
sandy elevation in the southwestern part
of the territory. Here circa 40 burials from
part of a Roman period cemetery were
uncovered. Most of the graves contained
skeletons  in coffins  without
grave-goods. In a few cases, one or two

wooden

vessels or articles of wear (e.g a red-slip
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mellékleteként bronz bulla, vas ovesat, fa
lapocskira fektetett bronz spatula, illetve
bronzveretes vaskarika keriilt elé. A 10
sirba egy Drg 33 csészét ¢s egy Drg 37.
formaja BIY ATTONI bélveges talat he-
lveztek. (2. kép) A 19. sirban cgy ardnyos
torpe novési, 30 év korili né viza volt.
Viseleti targvaihoz fa hajta (in situ) kek
¢s o zold  tvegpasztagyongyokbol, illetve
két fond'oro technikival készilt gyviongy-
bol llé nvakline tartozott. Ezek mellett
csont dobokocka, egy — egveldre bizonyta-
lan funkciopi = megmunkilt csonthenger,
firmamdéeses (Loescheke X.) sziirke fazck
¢s cgy vekonvhala sziirke pohir is eloke-
riilt a sirthol. (3. kép) Két esctben sikeriilt
szorthamvas temetkezést is feltamunk,
korso, illetve clszenesedett ladika mellck-
letekkel.

A temetkezésck — a vizes komyezet
miatt (draddsok, talajviz) — 1gen rossz dl-
lapotban keriiltek elé, a vazak hiinvosak és
rossz megtartisiak voltak. A sirok bedsdsi
szintje csak két esetben volt meghigyelhe-
té, a legtébbnél folt sem volt regisztril-
hato. A viszonvlag sari betemetkezésck
(clofordult harmas szuperpozicio is) ilyven
cClra esak kis alapteriileten alkalmas kor-

vellow jug, blue glass paste beads with
striped pamting) were placed beside the
dead.

Among the usually poor burials, there
were a few graves with “richer” grave-goods.
A bronze bulla, an iron belt-buckle, a
bronze spatula resting on a small wooden
plaque, and an iron ring with bronze hit-
tings were found in grave no. 8. A Drg 33
cup and a bowl of Drg. 37 shape with a
BE ATTONI stamp were placed m grave
no. 10 (Fig. 2). Grave no. 19 contained the
skeleton of an approximately 30 vear old,
proportionately dwarf woman. She wore
a wooden hairpin (found in situ) and a
string of blue and red glass paste beads
and two beads prepared by the fondoro
technique around her neck. In addition,
a bone die, a worked bone evlinder of as
vet unknown function, a firma lamp (Loe-
schke X), a grey pot and a thin-walled grey
tumbler were recovered from the grave
(Fig. 3) In two cases we uncarthed crema-
tion bunals with scattered ashes, which
contained a jug and the charred remains
of a casket.

The burials were m a very poor condi-
tion because of the moist environment

2. kép: A 10.sir
mellékleter

Fig 2: The finds of grave
no. 10




nvezetre utalnak, amelynek — elsosorban a
keleti = hatdrat a Duna drteriilete szabhat-
ta meg. A feltards sordn a temeto tényleges
sz€lel koziil esak az északit sikeriilt meg-
fognunk. Itt egv koriilbelil 2 méter széles,
kelet—nyugati irdinvi, mély drok keriilt eld,
betoltésébal a késod romai korra jellemza
keramiatoredékekkel, tabb, zamdében 4.
szazadi ¢remmel, pelta alaka kardkoptato
verettel ¢s egy — ananlogiak alappin a 4.
szazadra teheto — cztistozott vas pajzsdu-
dorral. (ROMER 2000, 224) Az droktl
Cszakra sirok mar nem keriiltek eldo.

A teriilet legészakibb részén a romai
kor utiani tereprendezésre utald nvomként
romai ¢pitési tormelckkel, siremlckekbal
szarmazo toredékekkel betoltott tovibbi
kischb arkokat, mélvedéscket taliltunk. A
betoltések legérdekesebb darabja kismé-
reta, sitkordl szirmazo relicfes terfife) (4.
kép) amely hapisclete, szem- ¢s szajfor-
madja alapjdn szintén a 3. szdzad misodik
fele — 4. szazadra keltezhetd. (SZIRMALI
1999, 62)

A temetarészlet hasznilatianak pontos
idéhatarait csak a IL'|t'I.'m}'.'lg feldolgozisa

(Aoods, ground water). The skeletons were
fragmentary and poorly preserved. The
ground level from which the graves were
dug could be observed in only bwo cases,
often not even a discolouration could be
discerned. The relatively closely packed
burials (sometimes even a triple superpo-
sition occurred) suggest that only a limit-
ed arca was considered suitable for such a
purpose. The edges, especially the castern
edge, were determined by the floodplain
of the Danube. Only the northern border
of the cemetery could be identified dur-
ing the excavation. Here, a circa 2 m wide
cast—=west oriented deep ditch was found.
Its fll contained sherds characteristic of
the Late Roman period, numerous coins
mostly from the AD 4" century, a pel-
ta-shaped chape and a silver-coated iron
cone from a shield, which date this object
based on anaologies to the AD 4" century,
(ROMER 2000, 224) No further graves
were found north of this trench.

In the northernmost part of the territory,
further smaller trenches and depressions
were found Alled m with Roman building

3. kép: Vilogatas a 19, sir
mellékleteihal

Fig 3: A selection from
the finds of grave no. 19




utan lehet majd meghatarozni, a keltezd
értékkel biro leletek (terra sigillata edé-
nyvek, szobortiredék, ¢érmek) azonban
3 -4, szizadi hasznalatot valoszintsitenck.
A temetorészletet északral lezaro arok ké-
soromai leletanvaggal torténd betoltédése
pedig az drokfunkcio igen késoi (5. szi-
zad?) megsziinését jelentheti.

3. A romai kort kévetd évszazadokban a
teriiletet temetkezési célra mar nem hasz-
niltak. A temeté rétege feletti iszapos,
sziirkés szint utalt a késobbi artéri jellegre.
Innen is sok romai keramia, Cpitési torme-
1¢k szarmazik, illetve mocsaras részre uta-
16 kisebb dllovizek meszes-iszapos rétegeit
sikeriilt dokumentilnunk. Az utobbiak
valoszintleg a kozeli héforrasok vizeimek
(Rémai strand?) levezetésére is szolgiltak:
az cgykori vizvezetck a mai Romai Stran-
don eredé ¢ ckkor mar szabilyozatlan
forrasvizer folvtak keresztiil a teriileten,
kisebb dllovizeket hozva létre. Az egvkori

patakok dltal vigott kisecbb dombhatak,

4. kép: Reliefes szobarfej sirkaral
Fig. 4: Relief portrait from a gravestone

86

debris and fragments of tombstones cvi-
dencing a period of landscaping after the
Roman period. The most interesting item
in these flls 1s a small male head in relief
from a tombstone, (Fig. 4) which can be
dated from the second half of the AD 3
century and the 4" century based on the
hair style and the shape of the eyes and the
mouth (SZIRMAI 1999, 62).

The exact chronological framework for
the cemetery can be determined only af-
ter the analysis of the ind matenal. The
finds with dating value (Samian wares, the
statue fragment, and the coins) imply that
the cemetery was used during the AD 3+
and 4" centuries. The fact that the diteh
marking the castern border of the cem-
ctery was was filled in with late Roman
finds suggests that the ditch only stopped
functioning very late (AD 5% century?).

3. The territory was no longer used as
a cemetery i the centuries following the
Roman occupation. The loamy, grevish
layer over the cemetery indicated that the
territory later became part of the flood-
plain. Many Roman sherds and building
debris came from here and we could docu-
ment the limy, loamy layers deriving from
smaller stagnant waters, probably related
to the draining of the nearby hot water
springs (Romai open bath?). The already
unregulated water of the springs which
had fed the former aqueduct, broke out
by the modem Rémai Open Bath and
running across the area created smaller
pools of stagnant water (the smaller knolls
created by the former streamlets are still
outlined in the maps from the beginning
of the 20" century: map of Budapest from
1912). The next occupation of the territo-
ry, which was used mostly for cultivation, is
represented by gunpowder mills from the
Modem Period (Krempl-mill, Hlés-mill).



vonulatok még a 20. szdzad cleji térképe-
ken is viligosan kirajzolodnak: 1912, évi
Budapest térkép. Az inkabb esak mezogaz-
dasigi célu teriiletrészen legkozelebb csak
az ajkorban jelennck meg lopormalmok
(Krempl-malom, Illés-malom).

4. A teriilet keleti része mar a Duna
arteriilete lehetett, itt sirokat mar nem
taldltunk, ¢és gy tanik, ez a rész egészen
az ujkorig beépitetlen maradt. Egyediil a
18.-19. szizadra keltezheté (talin) gazda-
sagi épiilet pincerésze és omladéka keriilt
itt eld, gazdag kerdamiaanvaggal ¢és egy
malomkavel, tehit egy koagyba helyezett
csatorna részletét dokumentaltuk.

A feltiras sorin regisztrilt rétegso-
rokbal az antik természeti kornyzetre is
kovetkeztetni Iehetett, amelyre vonatkozo
régészett meghgyeléseinket Mindszenty
Andrea ¢és Horvath Zoltin geologusok
terepi vizsgalodisai s alitimasztottik.
Fzek szerint a temetkezésre hasznilt — ¢s
alkalmas — tertiletrész a kiemelkedd ho-
mokdomb volt, bokros, ligetszeri névény-
zettel. A 19. szizad clsé harmadiban még
szinte ugvanilven volt itt a terepalakulat.
(SAS 1831, 130-131)

A sirok periferikus - clhelyezkedése
antropologiai szempontbdl is figyelemre
mélto. Annak ellenére, hogy a temeté
csontanvaga rossz megtartasinak mond-
hato, sikeriilt néhany érdekes meghgyelést
tenni. A csontok meghatarozasat Tanko
Fva végezte. Az anyag mosisa, konzervala-
sa a csontok rendkiviil rossz allapota miatt
meglehetdsen nehéz volt. A vizsgilhato
koponvyikat esak az iszapos homok tartotta
cgvben. A vizesontok nagy része darabok-
ra esett, igy a mérhet6 adat meglehetosen
kevés. A 31 vizsgalt sirbol 21 felndtt ¢s
2 gvermek embertani vizsgalata volt le-
hetséges. Kormeghatdrozast 11 esetben
végeztiink, ebbal 4 eset bizonytalan.

4. The castern part of the territory may
have been part of the Danube floodplain.
We found no graves here and the area
scems to have remained uninhabited
until the Modemn Period. Only the cellar
fragment and the ruins of a (perhaps)
cconomic out-building from the 18"-19"
centuries were discovered here together
with a rich ceramic material and a mill-
stone as well as the fragment of a channel
constructed in a stone bed.

The layer sequence uncovered by the
excavations  tevealed the contemporary
natural environment as  well.  Andrea
Mindszenty  and Zoltan Horvath  ge-
ologists” field survevs corroborated our
archacological observations. Accordingly,
the territory suitable and used for burials
was a sand knoll covered by shrub vegeta-
tion standing in groves. The surface relief
was nearly the same in the first third of
the 19" century (SAS 1831, 130-131).

The peripheral position of these graves
relative to the Civil Town is interesting
from an anthropological point of view
as well. Although the bones were poorly
preserved in the cemetery, a few very in-
teresting observations could still be made.
Fva Tanko, identified the bones. The
washing and conservation of the bones
proved very difficult because of the very
poor condition they were in. Only the
loamy sand held the skulls together. Many
of the bones from the skeleton fell into
picces so that very few metric data could
be taken. Of the 31 graves, the anthropolo-
gist was able to examine 21 adults and 2
children. Age determination was possible
in 11 cases of which 4 identifications were
uncertain.

The attachments were  well
developed on the arms of both men and

muscle

women, implying that in life these people
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Férfiakndl, néknél egyarint gyakori
jelenség  karokon az izomtapaddsi he-
Iyek fejlettsége, melyek erételjes hzikai
igénybevételre, megterhelésre  utalnak.
A 7. sirban taldlt adultus kord férfi tore-
dékes felkarcsontjan feltehetden titéstol
szarmazo traumds nyom lathato. A 29.
sir néies jellegeket mutatd csontvizhoz
tartozo toredékes ldbszdrcsonton ovilis
alakd, mintegy 5 centiméter hosszisigu
csontkinovés hgyelheté meg Fgy tovabbi
toredéken  periostitis  (csonthartyagyul-
ladas) nyomai lithatéak. A 35. sirban
talalt, feltchetéen idésebb né dllkapesat
fogmederigy gyulladas roncsolta. A caries
(fogszuvasodids) nem jellemzé az adott
korban. A 19. sirban talalt adultus kora
egyén esetcben fejlodési rendellenesség
allapithato meg. Testmagassiga a mért
adatok alapjan 120,6 centiméter, amely a
tobbi vizesontot figvelembe véve ardnyos
torpeséget jelenthet.

A feltirds eredményei alapjin két lehe-
toség korvonalazodik az djonnan elkeriilt
temetérészlet topografiai helvzetére ¢és
szerepére vonatkozoan. FEgyfeldl elkép-
zelhetd, hogy a polgarvaroshoz tartozoan
olyan kisebb, félreesé helyen kialakitott,
weldugott”, de folyamatosan hasznilt te-
metdparcellirdl van szo, ahol egyrészt az
alacsonyabb tdrsadalmi helyzeti egvének
nyertek végsé nyughelyet (kemény fizikai
munkat végzé rabszolgik, libertusok?),
illetve a tarsadalomban valamilyen okbol
hatranyos helyzetben ¢éléket (torpenévé-
sii) temették.

A masik lehetéség, hogy ez a terii-
let — Nagy L. feltételezésénck megfele-
I6en — mir valdszindleg a polgarviros
keleti temetéjének északi széle volt — erre
utalhat a fent emlitett kelet-nyugati szé-
les drok jelenléte is, amelytdl északra sirok
mér nem keriiltek elé. A patologids esetek

88

bore heavily burdens and were over-
strained. A traumatic trace probably from
a blow can be seen on the fragmentary hu-
merus of an adult man in grave no. 7. An
oval, about 5 ecm long bony growth can be
observed on the fragmentary tibia of the
skeleton of grave no. 29 showing feminine
features. Another fragment shows traces
of periostitis. The jaw of a probably older
woman in grave no. 35 was damaged by
alveolitis. Caries are not characteristic. A
disturbance in growth was identified in
the case of the adult individual in grave
no. 19. Her height, calculated from the
measurements, was 120.6 cm. Taken
together with the rest of the bones this
individual must have suffered from pro-
portionate dwarfism.

Two interpretative possibilities are pre-
sented by the results of the excavations
relative to the topographical position and
role of the recently unearthed fragment of
cemetery. One possibility is that it was a
smaller, “hidden”, yet continuously used
cemetery parcel of the Civil Town where
people from the lower social layers were
laid to rest (slaves or liberi? people who
did hard physical work). The deceased
were thus, members of society who were
for some reason disadvantaged (such as
dwarf) and buried here, a little apart,
when they died.

The other possibility 1s that this ter-
ritory, as L. Nagy suggested lay at the
northern edge of the eastern cemetery of
the Civil Town. This is suggested by the
above-mentioned wide east—-west oriented
ditch, north of which there were no more
graves. The pathological cases and the
presence of people doing hard physical
work can be explained by the special func-
tion of the edge of cemeteries in Roman
times, namely that social cast-offs were



¢s az egvkor nehéz fzikai munkat végzo
cgvénck jelenléte magyarazhaté a teme-
to szélének olyan funkciojaval, hogy oda
szintén a tarsadalombal valamilyen okbal
Jkivetett” személveket temették. A teme-
torészlet pontos topografiai szerepéncek
meghatirozisa (6nallé temetd, vagy az tn.
gazgviri temetd északi perifénidja) csak to-
vibbi kutatasok soran lesz eldontheté.

I' Ldng Orsolya
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buried there. The exact topographical role
of the cemetery fragment (independent
cemetery or the northern periphery of the
so-called Gas Factory cemetery) can be de-
termined only after further mvestigations.

Orsolya T" Ldng
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