Feltaras az aquincumi
canabae északkeleti
régiojaban

(Budapest, 111. ker, Miklés tér 5., Hrsz.:
[5439)

2006. februdr 21. ¢s marcius 31, kozott,
a Miklos téri Altalinos Iskola felajitasi és
bovitési munkalatait megel6zden, feltarast
folvtattunk az iskola udvarinak teriletén.
(1. kép)

Harom helyen nyilt lehetoség a régé-
szeti kutatasokra: a Liftakna tervezett he-
Ivén, ahol egy koriilbelal 6 méter széles ¢s
13,5 méter hossza, L alakd munkagodrot
alakitottak ki (toviabbiakban 3. drok), 1l-
letve az elnyajtott U alaka sdavalap vonala
felett, két hosszanti, egymassal parhuza-
mos arokban (az északi: 2,5 méter széles
¢s 26,5 méter hosszi — toviabbiakban 1.
arok; a déli:15 méter hossza és 2,5-4 méter
széles — tovabbiakban 2. drok). (2., 3. és 4.
képek)

A lelohely tobb, a romai kor kilonbo-
76 iddszakaiban funkciondl6 1étesitmé-
nvének metszéspontjaban helvezkedik el:
a Kru 1. szizad végén létesitett, még
fabol ¢s kabal épitett legiotabor kozvet-
len kozelében, az Gjabb kutatisok sze-
rint a kornyckre lokalizalt auxilidris tabor
vicusdnak teriiletén, (NEMETH 2003,
§7) majd a késébbi, mar kébe épitett
legiotabor canabae-jinak ¢északi, repre-
zentativabb épiileteket felvonultaté zond-
jaban. (MADARASSY 2003, 106) Ebbél
kifolyolag bizonyos jelenségek — leginkiabb
a korai periédusok — értelmezése tobbfele
lehetdséget von maga utin.
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Excavations in the
northeastern region of the
Aquincum canabae

(Budapest 111, 5 Miklos Square, Lin:
18439)

Fxcavations were conducted in this school
vard between February 21 and March 31,
2006 preceding the reconstruction and
enlargement of the Elementary School on
Miklos Square. (Fig 1)

Archacological excavations could be
conducted at three sites: the area of the
future elevator shaft, where a 6 m wide
and 13.5 m long L-shaped trench was dug
(trench 3 in the following), and in two
clongated parallel trenches located above
the clongated U-shaped strip foundation
(the northern trench was 2.5 m wide and
26.5> m long, trench 1 in the following; the
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I. kép: Az asatds helyszine
Fig. 1: The location of the excavation



2003-ban a szomszédos telken, az Al-
ternativ Kozgazdasigi Gimnadzium (AKG)
bévitése sorin a tervezett colopalapok
helyén torténtek kisebb feltirisok, (NE-
METH 2004) igv ezek alapjan bizton szd-
mithattunk arra, hogy munkankat a teri-
leten a 18. és a 19. szazad kozepe kozott
haszndlatban  1évd  evangélikus  temetd
felszimolatlan sirjaimak feltardsival kell
kezdeniink: Osszesen 34, kelet-nyugati
tajolasa fakoporsos, csontvizas sirt re-
gisztriltunk. Mivel a 19, szizad kozepén
a temeték felszimoldsa mir szervezetten
folyt, (FEHER 1933, 72-73) felmeriil,
hogy ezek az itt hagvott sirok a temeto
kordbbi, még a 18. szazadra tchetd iddsza-
kibal valok. A felszamoldskor ezen sirok
mir jorészt feledésbe meriilhettek, illetve
a sithelvet jelzo ko, fakereszt sth. mar nem
volt lathato — talin ezért nem exhumaltik
Gket.

Amint azt a késabbi metszeteink is jol
mutattik, a sirokat mar a sok helven igen
magasan jelentkezd romai rétegekbe dstik.
Az dsatis folvaman a megtalilt réman kori
falak esetében tobbszor észleltiink falki-
szedéscket, amelyek némelyike egészen
magasan, a sirok bedsdsi szintjéig hizo-
dott. Feltételezhetd, hogy ezek egy részé-
¢rt az egvkori sirasok tehetok feleldssé”,
akik a tovibbésis érdekében kénvtelenck
voltak az Gket akadalyozo kofalakat elbon-
tani. A sirokon kiviil tovibbi pusztitdst
végeztek a rétegekben az 6tvenes években
létesitett hokazpont innen kivezetett cso-
veinek betonteknoi is. (5. kép)

Az emlitett magasan jelentkezé romai
réteg — melvet leginkabb az 1. drokban
tudtuk meghgvelni — legfelsé része, egy
60-90 centiméter vastagsag kozott vilta-
kozd. némelvkor erdsen dtégett, szétteriilt
omladékréteg, amely a terilet rdmai ko-
rinak legkésobbi idaszakahoz tartozhat.

southern trench was 15 m long and 2.5-4
m wide, trench 2 in the following). (Figs.
2, 3and4)

The site is situated att he meeting point
of a series of establishments that func-
tioned in various phases of the Roman
period. It lies next to the timber and stone-
built legionary fortress from the end of the
AD st century, in the arca of the vicus of
the auxiliary fort located in this arca (NE-
METTI 2003, §87) and in the northern zone
of the canabae surrounding the later stone-
built legionary fortress, where the more
representative  buildings formerly  stood
(MADARASSY 2003, 106) Accordingly,
there are various interpretive possibilities
for certain phenomena discovered here, es-
pecially those from the early periods.

In 2003, small excavations were con-
ducted in the territory of the post foun-
dations related to enlargement of the Al-
ternative Secondary School of Economics
(AKG) located on the neighboring plot.
(NEMETH 2004) Thus, it was expected
that it would be necessary to start by exca-
vating the still existing graves from the Lu-
theran cemetery that operated m this area
from the 18th century until the middle of
the 19th century. Thirty-four east—west
oriented imhumation burials in wooden
coffins were recorded. Since the cemeter-
ics were closed in an organized way in the
middle of the 19th century (FEI IER 1933,
72-73), these graves perhaps date from
the carlier, 18th century section of the
cemetery. Most of these graves had prob-
ably been forgotten by the time the cem-
etery was closed. The tombstones and the
wooden crosses had already disappeared
and therefore the graves themselves were
not exhumed.

As our later profile cross-sections re-
vealed, the graves were dug mto the Ro-
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2 kép: AKr . 1-2. szdzad
forduldjdra tehietG objektumok
dsszesitett alaprajza
(vilyogtégla-faszerkezetes
p(:rhidusl

Fig. 2: Complex plan of the
features duted to the turn of the
AD Ist-2nd centuries (timber
and adobe construction flerimﬂ

3. kép: A Kr u. 2-3. szdzadra
tehetd kaépiiletek dsszesitett
alaprajza

Fig. 3: Complex plan of the
stone buildings dated from the
AD 2nd-3rd centuries

+ kép: A Kr . 3. szdzadra
tehetd falmaradvdnyok és
falkiszedések dsszesitett
alaprajza

Fig. 4: Complex plan of wall
remains and removed wall traces
from the AD 3rd century



A 2. drokban ezek a kései omladékrétegek
kevéshe voltak érzckelhetock, ellenben itt,
nc¢hiny, az ezekkel a rétegekkel nagyjabol
azonos iddrendi helvzetben 1éva, viszony-
lag széles falesonkokat, illetve a hozzajuk
tartozo  jardszint maradvanyait  sikertlt
meghgvelni. (4. kép) NMivel czen jelensé-
gek voltak a leginkdbb kitéve a késabbi
id6szakok  bolvgatdsainak, osszefiiggobb
struktarakat cgyelare nehezebb kimutatni,
A relativ kronologiai helvzet ¢és a teriiletre
vonatkozo eddigi informiciok alapjian ezek
a maradvinvok a K. w. 3. szizadra tehe-
tak. (MADARASSY 2003, 109-110; NI-
MIETTL 2004, 46)

Lejjebb haladva, a vastag planirréteg
alatt tovibbi, mar vékonvabb rétegzettse-
get figvelhettiink meg, melvek mr egy ko-
rabbi id6szak ugvancsak omladck- ¢s jaro-
szint rétegeiként értelmezhetaok. Ezekben
tobb escetben freskatormelékkel erasebben
kevert részeket is meghgvelhettiink, me-
Ivekbdl azt a kovetkeztetést vonhattuk le,
hogy a teriileten cgvkoron reprezentati-
vabb, falfestménvekkel diszitett épiiletek
is allhattak. Ezen feltételezésiink megerd-

5. kép: A Kr o 3.
szdzadra tehetd falcsonk,
hdtteréhen 19, szdzadi
sir ¢s modern kori
hetonesatorna

Fig 5: Remains of a wall
from the AD 3rd century
with a grave from the 19th
century and a modern
concrete channel in the
background

man lavers that appeared very close to the
surface in many places. In the case of the
Roman walls found during the excava-
ton, we often documented removed wall
segments, some of which extended very
high up to the level the graves had been
dug into. Some of these phenomena can
be ascribed to the gravediggers who were
compelled to destrov these walls in or-
der to be able to dig the grave shafts. The
concrete beds for the pipes of the heating
center established in the 19505 contrib-
uted to the continued destruction of the
walls. (Fig. 5)

The thickness of the uppermost part of
the above-mentioned Roman period laver,
which appeared very high up, and which
could be especially well observed in trench
1, ranged between 60 and 90 em. It com-
prised a leveled debris laver with heavils
burt areas, which belonged to the latest
phase of the Roman period. These late
debris lavers were less apparent in trench
2. while relatively broad wall remains and
the remams of the adjoining floor levels
were observed here, dating from approxi-
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sitést nyert, amikor a 2. drok keleti felében
felbukkant az a sotétsziirke agvagtéglasor,
amely egy tobb sorbdl kialakitott kéala-
pon hizaodott. (6. kép) A fal mentén valo
mélyiilés soran a szintén kabol kialakitott
belsé osztofal-alapozisokat is meghgyel-
hettiik.

Az egykori épiilet felmend, jardszint
feletti falar tehat agvagtéglibal lettek
kialakitva, amelyeknek
mind a terrazzopadlo, mind a fal belso

belsé  oldalin
vakolt ¢s festett (freskos) mditasa meg-
figyelhetd volt! Az egykori freskos helyi-
s¢g feltételezett belsé oldalin igen nagy
mennyiségl freskotoredék (tobb helven
navénvi motivumok részletével) igazolta
az épiilet diszesebb jellegét. Az emlitett
agvagtéglas faltol nyugatra, ezzel ossze-
fiiggd falkonstrukeioként tovabb folyta-
todva (itt mar agvagtéglik nélkil) cgy
tijabb helyiség zirdfalai bontakoztak ki
melvek egy teljesen ép, igen j0 megtar-
tasa vords terrazzopadlot oveztek kirbe.

(7. kép) Ugvanakkor a padlon (annak déli
zarofalital 80 centiméterre) egy, az emli-

mately the same chronological phase. (Fig.
4) As these phenomena were most sub-
jected to later disturbances, it is difficult
to demonstrate coherent structures. Based
on relative chronology and the pre-exist-
ing mformation from the territory, the
structures can be dated from the AD 3rd
century. (MADARASSY 2003, 109-110;
NEMETH 2004, 46)

The thin layvers underlving the thick lev-
cling laver represent the debris and Aoor
level lavers from an earlier period. In a few
places, the debris was mixed with fresco
fragments, suggesting that more repre-
sentative buildings decorated with frescos
formerly stood here. This supposition was
shown to be correct when a row of dark
grey adobe bricks appeared in the castern
part of trench 2. The adobe bricks lay on
a stone foundation in several rows, (Fig. 6)
As we dug down deeper next to the wall,
we found the stone foundations of the di-
viding walls as well.

Thus, the vertical walls of the building
were made of adobe above the floor level.

O LL'f‘J. AKru2,
szdzadra tehetd
kdalapra rakott
agyagtéelafal
részlete a 2. drokban
Fig. 6: Detail of an
x!:fnhu umr!' ratsed on
a stone foundation
dated from the AD)
2nd century in
trench 2



Tokép: A K ow 23, szdzadi terrazzopadlos helyiség
részlete a 2. drokhan

Fig. 72 Detail of the room with a terrazzo floor dated
from the AD 2nd century in trench 2

tett freskos fal agvagtéglaival megegyezo
kiviteli osztofal legalso téglasora maradt
meg olyan vonalban elhielvezve, mintha
annak folytatisa lenne Ezt a=alat azonban
mar egy késobbi dtépités eredményénck
kell tartanunk, hiszen egy 80 centiméter
sz¢les helyiség kialakitisa meglehetésen
¢rtelmetlenncek tinik. Ha a két fal egvkori
akkor az ¢piletinkon jelentds dtépitése-
ket kell feltételezniink. A kdalapozasra fel-
hizott agvagtéglatal (és azon freskd) jel-
lemzo épitészeti megoldis a katonaviros
czen idaszakiban, (MADARASSY 2003,
107)

A 2. drokban tehidt egy egykori repre-
lakocpiilet  déli helviségeinek
részletét sikertilt feltarmunk. Mivel a két
arok kozotti tertilet feltdrdsara nem volt
lehetaségiink, jelenleg még nehezen ér-
telmezhetd, hogy milven viszonyban dll-

zentatin

The beginning of the terrazzo pavement
and the start of the plastered and painted
(fresco) interior of the walls could be ob-
served. An exceptionally large number of
fresco fragments (with bits of floral motifs)
indicated that the room decorated with
frescos really had been part of an orna-
mented building The end walls (without
adobe brick) of another room appeared
west of the adobe wall as a contiguous
wall construction. These walls enclosed
an intact, very well-preserved red terrazzo
pavement. (Fig. 7) At the same time, the
lowermost brick row of a dividing wall was
preserved on the floor (S0 cm from the
southern end wall), Its exccution was the
same as that of the above-described adobe
wall with frescos and it was aligned with
it as if it was a continuation of the former.
This wall, however, came from a later re-
construction, since the building of a §0
em wide room would seem to have been
rather unpractical. If the two walls are con-
temporary, the building must have under-
gone significant reconstruction work. The
adobe wall on a stone foundation (and
decorated with frescos) is a characteristic
architectural solution m this period of the
Military Town, (MADARASSY 2003, 107)

Thus, a seetion of the southern rooms of
a representative building were brought to
light in trench 2. As we could not unearth
the territory between the two trenches
it 1s ditheult to determine the relation-
ship between the walls in trench 2 and
trench 1. (Fig. 3) Luckily, we succeeded in
uncovering a long stretch of a cast=west
running wall together with sections of the
inner dividing walls. (Fig. 8) This scems
to be part of another building Although
the orientation is the same as the former
one, the foundation technique is different
and of poorer quality than the building
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nak a 2. drok falai az 1. arokban talilt fa-
lakkal. (3. kép) Szerencsés maodon ugvanis
itt is sikeriilt egyv hosszabb kelet-nyugati
falszakaszt ¢és az abbdl lecsatlakozo belso
osztofalak részletét feltami. (S. kép) Véle-
ménviink szerint itk mar egy djabb épiilet
részletérdl lehet sz6. Noha ezen épiilet
tdjolisa megegvezik az elozdével, a falak
alapozdsa mas technikaval készilt, és kis-
sé gvengébb mindségi a 2. drokban taldlt
falhoz képest. Az egyik kisebb helviségben
szintén megtaliltuk a padlot, itt azonban
nem terrazzGt, hanem egyszeribb, dén-
golt agvagpadlat alkalmaztak. Noha a re-
lativ kronologiai helvzet és a padloszintek
feletti rétegekbdl szarmazd leletanvag is
(elsGsorban a
feléhol szarmazo terra sigilldtdk alapjan)
azt sugallja, hogy mindkét épiilet valami-
kor a Kr. u. 2. szidzad folvamain létesilt ¢s

2. szazadi és 3. szizad elsé

volt haszndlatban, nem kizirt, hogy czen
iddszakon beliil viszont mir eltérd az 1do-
rendjiik.

A két arok kozti (feltételezett) cltérés
cltinik, ha a falak alatti, legkorabbi rétege-
ket vessziik szemiigyre: a falakat mindkét
arokban egy Lnru]htlul 20-30 centiméter
vastagsdagi agvagtégla-tormelékes, elpla-
nirozott omladékrétegbe alapoztik. Ez a
réteg a teriilet legkorabbi, még fabal és vi-
Ivogbal épitett [étesitményeinek elbontott
(vagy leomlott) és szétteritett (feltehetd-
en tudatos tereprendezés dltal kialakitott)
jelenségekent értelmezhetd. Alatta feltar-
tuk a sotétbarna dshumuszba beledsott
egvkori épitmények gerenda-alapirkait és
coloplvukait is. (2. kép) Ehhez a réteghez
tartozott az dsatas legszebb lelete, egy szin-
te teljesen €p, 27 centiméter magas, igen
puha mészkébal dombormi-szerten kifa-
ragott szobrocska. Mérete ¢és ikonogrifiai
jellegzetességel alapjan cgy haziszentély
tartozéka lehetett ¢s egy, baljiban béség-
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uncarthed in trench 2. The fAoor in one
of the smaller rooms was not a terrazzo
pavement but a simple rammed clay floor.
The relative chronology and the finds from
above the Aoor |L\c|s (based especially on
Samian wares from the AD 2nd century
and the first half of the 3rd century) sug-
gest that both buildings were established
and used in the AD 2Znd century. Never-
theless, both buildings may date to differ-
ent phases within this period.

The (supposed) difference between the
two trenches disappears when we observe
the carliest lavers under the walls. The
walls were established in both trenches in
an approximately 20-30 em thick leveled
debris laver composed of adobe fragments.
This laver represents the leveled (probably
in the course of intentional landscaping)
remains of the demolished (or collapsed)

carliecst  wood-and-adobe  constructions.

S. kép: K w. 2-3. szdzadi kifalak az 1. drokban
Fig §: Stone walls from the AD 2nd-3rd centuries in
trench |



szarut, jobbjiban paterdt tarté Geniust
dbrizol. (9. kep)

Ugyvanebbdl a réteghol szép szammal
keriiltek el észak-itiliai és olvan dél-galli-
ai terra sigillata toredékek, melvek alapjin
a gerenda-agvag konstrukeidya épitménye-
ket a Domitianus és a kora-Traianus id6-
szakra dataljak.

Szot kell ejtentink még a 3. drokban
talilt régészeti jelenségekrdl is. Itt mun-
kiankat tobb, az AKG egvkori régi épiileté-
hez tartozo visszabontott, de igen mélyre
alapozott téglafal nchezitette, A falak
részben ronesoltik azt az envhén északke-
let=délnvugati iranyva utat, amelvet min-
den valdszintség szerint mir a legkorabbi
idoszakban kualakitottak és hasznalatban
lehetett végig a romai kor folvamdn. Jol
mutatja ezt, hogy mind a legkordbbi colop-
épitménvek alaparkai, mind a késébbi ké-
¢piiletek az at iranyvihoz voltak tajoha, Az
utat dtvagott rétegeinek tandsiaga szerint
tobbszor megnjitottik: a korat idészakban
keskenvebb Iehetett, korilbelal 5 méter
sz¢les —a két szélén futd vizelvezetd drkok
részleteit sikeriilt megtalilnunk. A késobbi
ut rétegei mir lefedik ezt. Felszinét mész-
kolapokkal burkoltik, melveket, ha kis
részletekben is, de sikeriilt meghigyelntink.
Az 1t egy kisebb szakaszit megtaliltuk az
1. drok keleti végében is, ahol az emlitett
korai vizelvezetd drok betoltésében észak-
itahian sigillatakat talaltunk.

Osszefoglalva tehat, teriiletimkon a
legkordbbi régészeti jelenségek valamikor
a Kr. u. 1. szizad utolsod évtizedeiben in-
dultak. Ezek a Domitianus esdszir ural-
koddsa idejében Iétesitett még fold-fa
konstrukeioji legiotdbor koril kialakulo-
ban 1évo telepiilés épitménveivel hozhatok
kapesolatba. Veliik egvidds az a belso t is,
amely parhuzamosan futott a tdbor északi
kapujan kimduld attal. A korai épitmeé-

9. képr: Mészkobal faragott Genius szobrocshka
Fia Y: Genius statuette carved from limestone

Underneath, the timber foundation ditch-
es and postholes from these buildings
were found in the underlving dark brown
ancient humus. (Fig 2) The nicest find
from the excavation came from this layer:
an intact 27 em tall statuette carved from
soft limestone. Its iconography and mca-
surcments suggests that it iy have come
from a shrine. It depicts Genius holding a
cornucopia in its left hand and a patera i
its right hand. (Fig 9)

Many Southern Gallic and Northern
Italian Samian ware shards were recovered
from the same layer, thus, dating the tim-
ber-and-daub constructed buildings to the
Domitian and the carly Trajan periods,

The archacological phenomena  un-
covered in trench 3 should be mentioned
here. A few brick walls from a former
building of the AKG rendered our work
rather difficult here. The upper parts of
these walls had been pulled down but the
foundations still extended very deeply into
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nyek tijolisa mir ¢chhez az athdlozathoz
igazodott. A Kr. u. 2. szizad elsé évtizede-
iben az épitménveket clbontottik és kabal
illetve agvagtéglikbdl terrazzopadlos és
freskos falakkal rendelkezé helviségekkel
ellitott lakoépiileteket huztak fel, melye-
ket fennillisuk soran vélhetden tobbszor
atalakitottak. Az djabb, nagyobb szabisu
¢pitkezésck valamikor a Kr. u. 3. szizadban
torténtek, amikor a 2. szdzadi épiiletek fa-
lait a jaroszintig visszabontottik ¢s marad-
vinvaik fol¢ ajabb, szélesebb fald kéépii-
leteket létesitettek. A teriiletrd] szarmaza
leletanyaghan eddig nem fgyeltiink fel a
késoromai idaszakot sugallo  darabokra,
czért feltchetden a Kr. u. 3. szdzad végén
az épiileteket mar nem hasznaltak. Innen-
t6l kezdve folvamatos volt a pusztulisuk,
amelyet esetleg egy-egy tizvész is segit-
hetett, ugyanis a legkésébbi omladékre-
tegben nagyobb, vorosre dtégett feliilete-
ket is meghgveltiink. Elképzelhets, hogy
akaresak a komyéken, ezen a teriileten is
temetkeztek a kés6romai korban, (NE-
METH 2004, 46) noha biztosan itt csak
cgy, datilolelet nélkiili, szorthamvas sirt
tudtunk regisztralni. Nint fentebb emli-
tettiik, a 18-19. szazadi temetd sirgodre
jelentds megbolvgattdk a kései rétegeket,
ezért lehetséges, hogy a késé romai temet-
kezések is ennek estek dldozatul.

Vimos Péter
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the carth. The walls had partly damaged
the slightly northeast-southwest running
road that was probably built in the earli-
est period and that may have been used
throughout the entire Roman period. This
is suggested by the fact that both the post
foundations of the carliest buildings and
the later stone buildings were oriented m
the direction of the road. Based on the
cross-section of the excavation profile, the
road was renewed a few times. It may have
been narrower in the carly period, about
5 m wide with segments of water ditches
were found on both sides. The lavers of
the later road already covered these fea-
tures. The road was paved with limestone
slabs, smaller fragments of which could
be observed. A small segment of the road
was found i the castern end of trench
1 as well. Here, Northern ltalian Samian
wares were found in the fill of the above-
mentioned water ditches from the carly
period.

In summary, the earliest archacological
phenomena came from the last decades
of the AD 1st eentury. These phenom-
ena can be linked with the buildings of
the settlement established around the
timber and earth legionary fortress built
during Emperor Domitian’s reign. The
inner road that ran parallel to the road
that left the northern gate of the fortress
is contemporary to these archacological
phenomena. The orientation of the early
period buildings was adjusted to this road
svstem. The buildings were demolished in
the first decades of the AD 2nd century,
and stone-and-adobe residences were built
containing rooms decorated with terrazzo
flloors and frescos on their walls. These
residences were probably renewed a few
times. 'The next large-scale constructions
started sometime in the AD 3rd century,
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when the walls of the buildings from the
2nd century were pulled down to the foor
level and new buildings with thicker stone
walls were raised instead. Objects from
the Late Roman period have not yet been
found in the find material, so the build-
ings were probably no longer used at the
end of the AD 3rd century. Their dilapida-
tion continued from that time, a process
that mayv have been accelerated by a few
occasional conflagrations since large red-
burned spots were observed in the latest
debris layer. It is possible that this territory
was also used for burials in the Late Ro-
man period similarly to the surrounding
arcas (NEMETH 2004, 46), although only
a single grave with scattered ashes could
be recorded here and even this one lacked
finds that could be dated. As has already
been mentioned, the grave shafts from the
18th-19th century cemetery significantly
disturbed the late layers so that any Late
Roman burials may also have fallen victim
to these graves.
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