Romai kori villagazda-
sag részlete az aquincu-
mi katonavaros és pol-
garvaros kozott

(Bp. III. ker. Szoldkert utca 6.)

Az 1998. évi kutatds el6zménye a
polgérvéros és a katonavéros kozot-
ti teriileten, az 1995-ben végzett
szondazé jelleg feltaras volt, (1.
kép) melynek soran épiiletre utald
maradvanyokat (kéfal és falfest-
ménytoredékek) figyelhettiink meg.
(ZSIDI 1996, 66) E kutatds eredmé-
nyeinek alapjin a teriileten 1998-
ban épitkezni kiviné BUDMIL Kft.
szamara — a BTM szakhatosagi jog-
korével élve - elSirtuk a megel6z6
feltarast, miutdn az 4j épiilet terve-
zett pinceszintje elérte a korabban
feltart falmaradvényok tetejét. A fel-
tarasra két részletben keriilt sor,
részben az épitkezéssel egyiddben.
A pince teriiletének déli részét mar-
cius — dprilisban, az északi részt pe-
dig junius-jaliusban tartuk fel, a
rendelkezésre 4ll6 6sszesen 41 mun-
kanap alatt. A feltirds — az el6zetes
eredmények alapjan - egy villagaz-
dasdg peremének tobb periodusat
hozta felszinre, (2. kép) a 2.-4. sza-
zadbol. El6keriiltek azonban objek-
tumok a teriilet rémai kori haszna-
latdnak, a villagazdasig létesitését
megel6z6 idészakdbol, valamint a

Details of a Roman
Period villa farm
between the Military
and Civil Towns in
Aquincum

(Bp., District III, 6 Szdldkert Street)

The 1998 excavation was preceded
by the opening of test trenches in
this area, located between the
Military and Civil Towns during
1995 (Figure 1). During the course of
the investigations, remains indica-
tive of a building (stone wall and
fragments from a wall painting)
were observed (ZSIDI 1996, 66). On
the basis of these research results,
referring to the administrative
authority of the Budapest History
Museum, the BUDMIL Ltd. which
had intended to develop the area in
1998, was requested to support pre-
ventive excavations. This was made
necessary by the plans, according to
which the basement level of their
new building would have reached
the level at which wall remains had
been recovered. Excavations were
carried out in two stages, one of
them simultaneously with the con-
struction itself. The southern section
of the investigated area was exca-
vated in March and April, while the
northern portion was uncovered
during June and July. The project
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1.kép: Az aguincumi polgdrodros és katonavdros kdzdtti teriilet az 1995. évi és az 1998. évi fel-

tdrdsok jeldlésével

Figure 1.The area between the Civil and Military Towns of Aquincum with the 1995 and 1998

excavation plans

gazdasag épiileteinek felhagydsat
kovetd id6szak emlékei is.

A feltdrando teriiletet mintegy 180-
200 cm vastagsagban Gjkori tormelé-
kes feltoltés fedte, (3. kép) mely az
1970-es évektdl folyamatosan keriilt a
teriiletre. Ez alatt sziirkés humuszos
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took altogether 41 workdays. On
the basis of preliminary results it
may be said that these excavations
brought to light features from vari-
ous periods at the edge of a villa
farm dated to the AD 2™- 4" cen-
turies (Figure 2). Other features



2.kép: A feltdrds alaprajza a kiilonb6zd periddusok feltiintetésével
Figure 2. Excavation plan showing various periods of the site

réteg kovetkezett, atlagosan 60 cm
vastagsdgban. A réteg vastagsdga val-
tozo volt, a teriilet északi részén vé-
konyabb, a déli részen vastagabb. Ezt
kovették a rémai kori kultirrétegek.
A leletek alapjan a mintegy 300-350
évet atfogé iddszak tobb periédusa-
nak maradvanyai minddssze 40-50
cm vastagsdgban maradtak rank, el-
kiilonitésiik ezért sokszor igen nehéz
feladat volt. A legkordbbi periédus
objektumainak nagy részét mar az al-
talajba vagtak. A délkelet felé erSsen
lejtd altalaj sarga homokos, illetve ki-
sebb foltokban wvilagos sziirke agya-
gos volt. A teriilet északnyugati ré-

found at this site, however, come
from a time predating the Roman
occupation as well as the establish-
ment of the villa farm. Other finds
are dated to the time when the
farm's buildings must already have
been abandoned.

The area to be excavated was cov-
ered by a 180-200 cm thick layer of
Modern Age rubble (Figure 3),
which had been continuously
dumped there from the 1970's.
Below this, a gray humus layer at
an average depth of 60 cm was
identified. The thickness of this
layer varied. It was thicker in the
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L PERIODUS

3.kép: Eszak-déli metszet az dsatdsi teriilet nyugati részén
Figure 3. North-south section of the excavated area in its western part

szén a homokos altalajban egy egyko-
ri feltérd forrds homokkd kivalast
okozott, amely a viz sugaras feltoré-
sének borddit megérizte. (4. kép) Valé-
szintileg éppen a forraskitorésbdl,
mely a feltérasi teriilettdl délnyugatra
lehetett, elfoly6 vizet vezette el az az
eredetileg természetes drok, amely a
tertilet kiemelkedd részének aljaban
hiazédott, s melyre még a rémai kor-
ban is sziikség volt.

Feltehetden a kozeli forrdsviz
okozta azt, hogy a teriiletr6l szdrma-
z6 13 db érem 4dllaga igen rossz volt,
és a nagyfokd korrodéltsdg kovet-
keztében egyharmadukat meg sem
lehetett hatdrozni. A meghatdrozha-
to érmek a 2. szazad kozepétdl a 4.
szazad legvégéig egyenletes megosz-
last mutatnak. Az érem leleteken ki-
viil jelent6s mennyiségt import (sig-
illata) és hazikeramia, valamint
bronz viseleti és haszndlati targyak
kertiltek eld. Jellemz6 leletek a bronz
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northern section of the area but
became thicker towards the south. It
was followed by the Roman Period
culture bearing layers. On the basis
of finds, a time interval spanning
300-350 years was determined, rep-
resented by a 40-50 cm thick
deposit. Distinction within this
deposit, however, was often very
difficult. The majority of the earliest
features were dug into the subsoil.
This  subsoil, strongly slanting
towards the south, was yellow and
sandy. It also contained clay in the
form of smaller, light gray spots.
According to the geological analysis
a former spring resulted in the for-
mation of sandstone here, which
still retains the radial pattern
caused by the water flowing across
its surface (Figure 4). It was proba-
bly this spring (located southwest of
the excavated area), whose water
output was channeled into the orig-



4. kép: A romai kori sirkert fala, alatta a feltéré forrdsviz
okozta homokkd borddkkal
Figure 4. The wall of the Roman Period graveyard, with ridges
deposited by the spring below it

irévesszok (stilus), az eziist berakést
attort korongfibula, valamint a tucat-
nyi vas patké és vas sarld, (5. kép)
melyek az el6kertilés alapjan a legké-
sébbi periédushoz tartozhattak. Kii-
16n figyelmet érdemel a késéi falba
masodlagosan beépitett szobor tore-
dék, (6. kép) valamint a tobbréteg,
tobb periddushoz tartozé falfest-
mény toredékek. (7. kép)

Mint azt mar emlitettitk, a lelet-
anyag részletekbe mend vizsgalata
nélkiil, a teriileten egyel6re négy na-
gyobb periédust kiilonithettiink el. A
legkordbbi periédust (1.) a gerenda
arkokkal, coloplyukakkal jelzett
rendszer jelenti, melyhez tartozénak
véljiik a korbefuto, kovel jelzett sz€élG
viz elvezets arkot is. Annal is inkabb,
miutin ezek a faszerkezeti épit-
ményre utalé maradvanyok az arok-

inally natural ditch
running along the bot-
tom of the area's ele-
vated section, and
which was also used
for drainage during
the Roman Period.

It was presumably
due to the proximity
of spring water that
the preservation of
the 13 coins from this
area was so remark-
ably poor. One third
of these finds were so
badly corroded that not even their
inscriptions could be read. The
identifiable coins were evenly dis-
tributed between the middle of the
AD 2 to the very end of the 4th
century. In addition to the coin
finds, quantities of imported ceram-
ics (Samian ware) and domestic pot-
tery as well as bronze objects and
pieces of attire could be recovered.
Characteristic finds include bronze
writing pins (stylus), an open-work
disc fibula with silver inlay, a dozen
iron horseshoes and a sickle (Figure
5) which, on the basis of their posi-
tions, all came from the latest peri-
od. The fragment of a statue, built
into the late wall in a secondary
position, deserves particular atten-
tion (Figure 6), as well as the multi-
layered wall painting fragments
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5.kép: Vaspatkdk és vassarlo a legkésobbi, 4.
periddusbdl

Figure 5. Iron horseshoes and iron sickle from
the latest Period 4

t6l délre nem jelentkeztek, tehat a
rendszer az drok dltal kozrefogott te-
riileten beliil helyezkedett el. Miutan
az épitménynek csak a szint alatti ré-

that represent several periods
(Figure 7). As mentioned previously,
four major periods may be distin-
guished at this site prior to the
detailed study of the find material.
Of these, the earliest (Period 1) is
marked by a system composed of a
timber ditch and several post holes.
The drainage ditch running around
the area, with its edge marked by
stones, is also thought to have
belonged to the same system. This
is supported by the observation that
such remains, indicative of wooden
house structures, have not been
identified south of the drainage
ditch, that is, the set of structures
located within the area surrounded
by the drainage ditch. Since parts of
this building were preserved only
below the surface, and even those
survived in a re-filled, carefully

6.kép: Szobortiredék a 2. periddusbol
Figure 6. The fragment of a statue from Period 2
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sZOLOKERT

7.kép: Geometrikus diszitési, tobbrétegii falfestmények a 3. pe-

riddusbdl

Figure 7. Multi-layered wall paintings with geometric decora-

tion from Period 3

szei maradtak rank, azok is csak ki-
szedett és gondosan (tSmoritve)
visszatoltott formaban, sem abszolit
idorendjét, sem pedig rendeltetését
nem tudjuk pontosan meghatarozni.
Feltehets azonban, hogy a villagaz-
dasdg kiépiilése el6tt, a markomann
habortik el6tti idészakban volt hasz-
nalatban, s rendeltetése azonban — a
kozeli forrast és a temet6t (az Gn. Be-
nedek Elek utcai vdrosi temetd)
figyelembevéve, - inkdbb kultikus
mint gazdasagi, ill. lakécél lehetett.
A kovetkezd periddust (2.) elsdsor-
ban a teriilet déli részén figyelhettiik
meg. Jellegzetessége az igen sekély, de
hatarozott széli falkiszedésekbe (?)
visszatoltott apro falfestmény-, ha-
barcs- és épiilettdrmelék. Ez a torme-
lékanyag a vizelvezetd arok iszapos

condensed form, nei-
ther its  absolute
chronology nor its
function could be pre-
cisely identified. It
may be hypothesized,
however, that it was
in use prior to the
construction of this
villa farm, during the
period preceding the
Marcomannic Wars. It
seems, however, that
it had a cultic rather
than economic or
dwelling  function,
given the proximity of a nearby
spring and cemetery (the so-called
Elek Benedek Street Municipal
Cemetery).

The next period (2) could be
observed predominantly in the
southern section of the excavated
area. It was characterized by frag-
ments of wall-paintings, plastering
and rubble, deposited in a shallow
but well defined depression that
could provisionally be interpreted
as the place where a wall had been
removed. This type of rubble was
also found on top of the silted fill
found in the drainage ditch. On the
basis of the little information at our
disposal, it is not possible to decide
whether the place of the removed
wall was re-filled with coeval rub-
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betoltésének tetején is megtaldlhato. A
rendelkezésiinkre all6 kevés adat
alapjan nem eldonthets, hogy a falki-
szedéseket sajat bontési anyagaval tol-
totték- e fel, vagy pedig a villagazda-
sag mas, kozeli épiiletébdl szallitottak
ide. A periédushoz tartozd, az északi
részen még némileg megmaradt kdfa-
lak, melyek egy részét a késdbbi id6-
szakban is hasznaltak, azonban nem
utalnak vakolt, festett kivitelre. Annyi
mindenesetre bizonyos, hogy a 2. pe-
riddusban itt allé épitmény felszamo-
lasat kovetden a beépitett tertilet hata-
ra ismét északabbra tolodott.

A 3. periédus jellegzetes épitménye
a széles, kelet-nyugati fal, melyet
részben a 2. szazadi periédus egy fal-
alapjara alapoztak, s helyzete, vala-
mint kotanyag nélkiili szerkezete
alapjdn a majorsag egyik kerit6fala-
nak gondolhatunk. Ehhez a periédus-
hoz tartozhatott a kutatdsi teriilet
nyugati részén elSkertilt sirkert is. A
zart, diszes oldaldval befelé forduld,
egyébként egy északkelet-délnyugati
keritésfal(?)hoz épitett, mintegy 10 x
5 méteres teriileten 17 sirt tudtunk
feltirni. A sirok valamivel tobb mint
a fele csontvazas (kozottiik téglasir is)
volt, de illeszkedve hozzdjuk elGke-
rilltek szegényes melléklettel elldtott
szort-hamvas sirok is. A temetdrész
leletei hozzasegitenek a peridus ab-
szolut idejének meghatarozasihoz.
Mind a hasznalati és az igen szegé-
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ble, or whether the fill originates
from another, nearby building of
the villa farm. Stone wall remains,
partially preserved in the northern
section of the excavated area and
dating to the same period, however,
show no signs of plastering or wall
paintings, although some of their
stones were evidently re-used in
later periods. It seems to be certain,
however, that following abandon-
ment of the Period 2 building that
had stood here, the border of the
habitation area was expanded
towards the north.

One wall running east to west
was a characteristic structure repre-
senting Period 3. It was partially
built on the foundations of the wall
built during the AD 2* century. On
the basis of its position and its dry
masonry structure it may be
hypothesized that this wall sur-
rounded the villa farm. A grave-
yard found in the western section of
the excavated area may also have
belonged to this period. Seventeen
graves could be excavated in the
approximately 10 x 5 m area along
the fencing wall that ran northeast-
southwest and whose inner side
was decorated. More than half of
the graves were inhumation burials
(including brick-covered graves).
However, an adjacent set of scat-
tered-ash cremation graves was also



nyes viseleti targyak, valamint az
éremleletek a 3. szdzad masodik felé-
re helyezik a sirkert hasznalatat. Eh-
hez a periédushoz tartozhattak a ke-
let-nyugati irdny1 kerit6fal omladéka
kozott taldlt nagyméretii falfestmény
toredékek is, amelyek feltehetSen a
kozelben allo diszesebb épiiletbSl
szarmazhattak.

A leletek alapjan szamolnunk
kell egy legkés6bbi (4.) peridussal
is, melyet a kidé6lt kelet-nyugati ke-
ritésfal omladékanak tetején figyel-
hettiink meg. A vizszintesre plani-
rozott, elegyengetett kives felszint,
mely a keritésfal irdanyat kovetve ke-
let-nyugati iranyt volt, talan atként
hasznalhattdk, a felszinén el6keriilt
érmek alapjan a 4. szdzad legvégén
is. Erre utalnak az innen el6kertilt
patko leletek is. A villagazdasag te-
riilletét ekkorra mar vagy felhagy-
tdk, vagy a termelés kisebb tertiletre
zsugorodva, a kordbbinal sziikebb
keretek kozott folytatodott.

ElSkeriilt a feltirds sordn harom
kat is, melyeket sajnos a rovid ha-
tarid6 és az igen magas talajviz ko-
vetkeztében nem tudtunk feltdrni.
Tartalmuk jelenleg az 1j épiilet alatt
sértetleniil megtalalhatd. A fentiek-
b6l kovetkezden a kutak periddus-
hoz sorolasa bizonytalan. Csupan a
sirkert keleti fala alatt 1év6 katrdl 4l-
lithatjuk, hogy az az els6 két peri6-
dus valamelyikéhez tartozhatott.

found that contained but modest
grave goods. Finds from the ceme-
tery's excavated section are of help
in identifying absolute dates for this
period. Both mundane artifacts and
pieces of attire from these graves, as
well as the coin finds, date the
graveyard to the second half of the
AD 3" century. Fragments of a
large wall painting, recovered from
among the rubble of the fencing
wall running east to west and sup-
posedly originating from the deco-
rated building nearby, must also
date to the same period.

On the basis of the recovered
finds, one must also reckon with
another period (4), the latest at this
site. Remains of this period could be
observed on top of the rubble origi-
nating from the ruined east-west
fencing wall. The leveled, horizon-
tal stony surface, which ran along
the east-west path of the fencing
wall, was perhaps used as a road
even at the very end of the AD 4"
century, as is shown by the coins
recovered on its surface. The area of
the villa farm had either been aban-
doned by that time, or reduced pro-
duction was limited to a smaller
area than during earlier periods.

Three wells were also found dur-
ing the course of excavations here.
Unfortunately, owing to the press-
ing deadline and the high water
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Az aquincumi topografia jelenleg
ismert rendszerébe az Gjonnan feltart
emlékek 2. és a 3. periddusai illeszt-
heték be legbiztosabban. Az eldke-
rilt maradvanyok valészinileg
ugyannak a villagazdasagnak a déli
részét alkottdk, amelyhez a mostani
feltiras teriiletétdl északra, 300-350
méternyi tavolsagra, a Kaszasdals-
Csikos utcai villa néven ismertté valt
épiilet is tartozott. (ZSIDI 1994)
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table, these features could not be
investigated extensively. Their con-
tents, however, remained undam-
aged and is preserved under the
modern building. As a result of
these difficulties, however, the dat-
ing of these wells is uncertain. It is
only the well identified under the
eastern wall of the graveyard that
can alternatively be assigned to one
of the first two periods.

Periods 2 and 3 represented by the
newly discovered monuments fit
best within the presently known sys-
tem of archaeological topography in
Aquincum. It is likely that the settle-
ment remains discovered belonged
to the southern section of the same
villa farm, whose other building was
discovered 300-350 m to the north of
the present excavation area and is
known as the Kaszasdils - Csikds
Street site (ZSIDI 1994).

Paula Zsidi



