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A RECENTLY IDENTIFIED CAVALRY SPORTS HELMET FROM
| AQUINCUM

Bronze plate fragments from the excavation surveyed by
Janos Szilagyi were found in Aquincum Museum during
the classification of the earlier collection. Csiicshegy
mansio, Budapest IlIrd district is registered with a
short note as archaeological site of the objects in the
inventory. Detailed inspection proved that 11 helmet
fragments are registered under 8 inventory numbers.

Inventory numbers of the fragments are in ascend-
ing order as follows:

Fragment No. 1, the largest one, Inv. No. BTM Ro
64. 8. 7. (Plate 1-2, Fig. 1.)

Dimensions:
Width: 95 mm
Height: 111 mm
Thickness: 1,2 mm at rim,

0,6 mm at decorated part

The fragment is a lower right portion of the rim.
It shows the original rim in short section together with
an irregular line of tiny dots in a distance of 12 mm
from the rim. Roughly engraved pairs of lines in a 8-10
mm sequence are situated between the rim and the
dotted line in perpendicular mounting. On the lower
part of the fragment in connection with the perpen-
dicular line an other line of dots bigger in size than
the previous ones decorates the engraved part. On a
24 mm wide field a third line of dots formed by the
largest dots continuous to the intact part of the rim at
5-8 mm below the second dotted line. The initiation
of rim designed in almost rectangular bend to the neck
can also be observed in traces on the lower edge of
the fragment.

The frame described above surrounds the front
and bottom part of the bended, round shaped frag-
ment. Curl pattern embossed from the back side dec-
orates the surface. The pattern is emphasised by
bended carving on the front. The plate is slightly flat-
tened out on the upper part of the fragment and pat-
terns of embossed long hair and decorating cord can
be observed on it. The fragment can be matched on
to a circle with a diameter of 185 mm corresponding
to a hat size of 58 (7 1/8 British). The best matching
pair of this piece is fragment No. 7.

Fragment No. 2, Inv.No. BTM Ro 64. 8. 8. (Plate

1-2, Fig. 2.)
Dimensions:
Width: 55 mm
Height: 24 mm
Thickness: 0,5 mm

This fragment is most probably a portion of the
bottom left rim without any embossed decoration. The

upper part is decorated with a double line of dots
similar to the ones observed on the previous plate. The
bottom portion is fragmented. The original rim section
is missing. The fragment No. 8 is a part of the left
corner of the helmet and can thoroughly be fitted with
facture surface to this part. \
Fragment No. 3, Inv.No. BTM Ro 64. 8. 9. (Plate

3-4, Fig. 3.)

Dimensions:
Width: 62 mm
Height: 63 mm
Thickness: 0,5 mm

The embossed curl pattern emphasised by bended
carving clearly appears on this fragment. The curl pat-
tern is a relief design while the hair motif is flat like
on fragment No. 1. The curls are smaller in size and
support the idea that this fragment is a part of the
back side of skull-piece.

Fragment No. 4, Inv. No. BTM Ro 64. 8. 11. (Plate

3-4, Fig. 4.)
Dimensions:
Width: 13 mm
Height: 19 mm
Thickness: 1 mm

This fragment corresponds to a piece of the rim.
The parallel lines of tiny dots in a distance of 10 mm
from the edge of the rim and a pair of lines in per-
pendicular mounting are identified on it.

Fragment No. §, Inv. No. BTM Ro 64. 8. 12. (Plate

3-4, Fig. 5.)

Dimensions:
Width: 26 mm
Height: 37 mm
Thickness: 0.5 mm

The fragment is decorated with a piece of a human
face formed by high relief technique. Right half of a
high quality female(?) face together with hair motif is
well preserved on this fragment. Nevertheless the fe-
male face motif represents a rarity among the helmet
ornaments.

Fragment No. 6, Inv. No. BTM Ro 64. 8. 14. consist
of four separate parts.

6/a (Plate 3-4, Fig. 6/a.)

Dimensions;
Width: 28 mm
Height: 21 mm
Thickness: 0,6 mm

The fragment decorated with high relief technique
is in close connection to the fragment No. 5 although
there is no common surface between them. A hair pat-
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tern, a deep carving on the middle and a field without
decoration complete the plate. :
6/b (Plate 3-4, Fig. 6/b.)

Dimensions:

Width: 41 mm
Height: 19 mm
Thickness: 0,5 mm

It is a round-shaped plate decorated with scale or
feather-like pattern on one side while the rim is dec-
orated with a grooved rib. On the other side leaning
grooves and remains of a linc of dots follow the line
of the above mentioned narrow rib. A wing can be
reconstructed from the motif embossed to the plate.

6/c (Plate 3-4, Fig. 6/c.)

Dimensions:
Width: 36 mm
Height: 21 mm
Thickness: 0,5 mm

The majority of the surface is covered by a dense,
tiny groove framed by an embossed arch. A flat sur-
face is connected to this section. The groove can be
explained as a stylised feather representation. This
fragment is most likely an other piece of the feather
pattern.

6/d (Plate 3-4, Fig. 6/d.)

Dimensions:
Width: 24 mm
Height: 35 mm
Thickness: 0,4 mm

A slightly embossed hair motif designed from nar-
row, parallel ribs can be identified on the flat plate.
There is a similar pattern on fragment No. 3.

Fragment No. 7, Inv. No. BTM Ro 64. 8. 15. (Plate

1-2 Fig. 7.)
Dimensions:
Width: 63 mm
Height: 34 mm

. Thickness: 0,9 m

The plate is a fragment of the bottom rim of the
helmet. On the upper part the same double line of
dots in parallel positioning known already from frag-
ment Nos. 1 and 2 can well be observed. On the bot-
tom part the oblique-angled rim is highly fragmented
and incomplete. The fragment can be located to the
vicinity of fragment 1 because of its design.

Fragment No. 8, Inv. No. BTM Ro 64. 8. 16. (Plate

1-2, Fig. 8)

Dimensions:
Width: 21 mm
Height: 30 mm
Thickness: 1,4 mm
Length: - 51 mm

This is a fragment from the left corner of the hel-
met and suitable for reconstruction of the left front
and side rim in short distance. On the top the double
line of dots known already from fragment Nos.1,2 and
7 can be seen. There is a field without any decoration
under this section. At the bottom the helmet rim can
be observed in rectangular mounting with no decora-
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tion, showing a slightly thickened profiled edge. The
original rim width could be measured on it which
proved to be 21-22 mm. There is a rivet hole with a
diameter of 5 mm on the bended rim. The plate is
pierced up to downwards.

The ”Csiicshegy mansio” as archaeological site is
cited in the inventory books in only one case when 151
items under a serial number 8 dated to 1964 repre-
senting a strongly selected group of findings, dated to
the second half of 2nd century A, D. were taken to
inventory. 1964 is the ante quem of the delivery of find-
ings to museum, the post quem can not be identified.
The exact place can not be determined by using data
from the literature. ‘

The word mansio is also not a clue for identifica-
tion of the site. The expression mansio means station,
quarter in the Findly’s Latin Dictionary and either the
Csicshegy Villa or the Roman ruins observed by G.
Alfdldy can be fit but most probably the watchtower
unearthed by J. Szil4gyi at the foot of Csiicshegy is the
site.

The word mansio is cited two times without the
mention of any helmet finding in the literature® and
archives data.”™ Nevertheless the archaeological evi-
dences related to Csiicshegy site — dated back to the
2nd to 3rd ccntu? A. D. support the dating of the
helmet fragments.

The helmet rim fragment No. 8 has a great import-
ance in the evaluation of the findings. The formation
and decoration of the rim reduce the possible types
to a group of cavalry helmets used in the late 2nd to
carly 3rd century A. D’

The Robinson typology describes two groups of
helmets applicable to this case: helmets of auxiliary
cava\lry6 and of cavalry sports.7 The fragment No. 8
rim piece can be alone related to more than one type
of both main groups8 therefore other fragments should
be involved for a more precise morphological and ty-
pological classification.

However some facts disturb the preliminary conclu-
sion:
1. The quality of fragment Nos. 8 and 5 contradicts
to the quality of fragment Nos. 1 and 3.

2. How the hair curl motifs and face formed by high
relief technique on fragment Nos. 5 and 6a can be
attributed to one helmet?

Therefore further cvaluation is required to prove
whether the bronze plate fragments belong to the
same artefact or not. Especially the classification of
fragment No. 5 turned to be very important.

The Energy Dispersive X-ray Microanalysis
performed on the surface of the plates supported
strongly that the fragments belong to the same objcctg.
This assumption was then later confirmed by micro-
analysis of the cross-sections!”,

The first objective can be explained by a detailed
study of fragment No. 1. Techniques used for making
simple rim and high quality helmet can simultaneously




) ~ be evaluated on it and ‘involving fragment Nos. 7, 2

and 8 the result is a cavalry helmet referring to cavalry
sports helmet type E according to Robinson typology.

The helmets No. 3 and partly 4 from Eining11 give the’

closest parallels.

The cavalry sports helmet type E consists of two
separate parts both fully decorated with embossed or-
naments i. e. skull-piece and helmet mask. Female
face motif is characteristic for type E helmets there-
fore on both the skull-piece and the mask embossed
female curling hairs sometimes with jewels braided
into to hair are typical but the mask certainly depicts
a female face'.

The curly hair motif on fragment Nos.1 and 3 and
the face pattern on fragment No. 5 exclude the pres-
umption that the discussed helmet would belong to
the group of helmets of auxiliary cavalry. Hair curl
motif occurs only on the helmets of the auxiliary ca-
valry type H where the body is made of iron and only
partly covered by embossed bronze plates. The most
typical example of this type is the iron helmet from
Heddernheim and the bronze helmet diadem from
Thorsberg Moor!3,

Both cited examples show only a narrow embossed
bronze plate framing without any traces of high relief
technique while the fragment Nos. 1, 2, 7 and 8 be-
longing to rim relate more to a separate body than a
cover.

The second objective can be answered by studying
the helmets 2, 3 and 4 from Eining. All three helmet
fragments are skull-pieces and refer to cavalry sports
helmet type E but different in design. The Eining No
2 skull-piece represents the closest match to the
Aquincum-Csticshegy fragment (Plate 5, Fig. 2.}. Not
only the rim design but the pierced hole is also very
similar to the features observed on fragment No. 8.

Other similarity is the double line pattern band and -
the line of dots in conjunction with the band. The line

is in leaning position on the Eining helmet while hori-
zontal on the Aquincum-Csicshegy helmet (sce frag-
ment Nos. 1 and 4). The style of separation of the
embossed field and the plain stripe with a double line
of dots pearl string is also the same in both cases (see
fragment Nos. 1, 2, 7 and 8). '

The most concerned fragment No. 5 with face rep-
resentation can also be identified as a bust on the
ridge based on the example of Eining helmet No. 2.
This helmet is the only example for application a fe-
male(?) face — a sphinx(?) — on the ridge. In the vast
majority of cases an cagle with spreaded wing appears
on the ridge.

On the basis of Victoria portrayal on Eining helmet
No. 2 the patterns on fragment Nos. 6b and 6¢ can be
identified with high probability as feathers of Victo-
ria’s wing (Plate 6). The fragment Nos. 1, 3 and 6d
- however can not be explained using the Eining helmet
No. 2 as model .since there is no embossed hair curl
motif on it. The possible explanations can be created
to solve this contradiction.

1. The Aquincum-Cslicshegy helmetis a variation of
cavalry sports helmet type E.
Although this solution can not be excluded comp-
letely it looks a less probable alternative.

2.  The fragments belong to two separate helmets.
The Eining helmets No. 3 and 4 (Plate S, Fig. 1) are
the closest parallels of the Aquincum-Csicshegy
fragment Nos. 1, 3 and 6d but some differences can
be observed. The vertical rim on fragment No. 1
differs from the design applied on Eining helmet
Nos. 3 and 4. The line pattern band separates the hair
curl from the face i.e. the mask. This feature does not
exclude completely the relationship between the
Aquincum-Csticshegy and Eining helmets in case of
the hair curl patterned ongs (Plate 7).

The material testing protocols state the analyzed
samples are made of the same material with high prob-
ability“. This observation does not exclude the as-
sumption that plates deriving from the same casting
were used in making two separate helmets. The Eining
helmets prove that two or more cavalry sports helmets
type E can occur in one lot, in one place. Although
the survey of Aquincum-Csiicshegy helmet, fragments
is not thoroughly documented appearance of other
fragments can be predicted.

Summary

The bronze plate fragments registered as eight differ-
ent inventory items can be classified with highest prob-
ability as cavalry sports helmet type E according to
the Robinson typology. This classification is mostly
supported by the evaluation of fragment Nos. 1, 2, 7
and 8.

This helmet type consists of two parts i.e. skull-
piece and helmet mask. The cavalry sports helmet type
E includes both skull-piece with female face decora-
tion and mask. Only the quite rare skull-piece without
mask can be reconstructed from the fragments.

Two variations of the same type of helmet were

finally identified by detailed study of the fragments.

The material testing and the Eining treasury also sup-
port this solution because it shows an example of ap-
pearance of two variations in one lot. The face motif
on Eining helmet No. 2 is similar in design and only
slightly different in finishing than the face on Aquin-
cum-Csiicshegy fragment No. 5. The details of finish-
ing on the Aquincum-Cstcshegy fragment show higher
skills than that of the Eining helmet Nos. 2, 3, and 4.
Although only a few fragments preserved fine details
suitable for evaluation it scems likely that the Aquin-
cum-Csticshegy helmet can be considered as prototype
of the Eining helmets.

The helmet fragments can be dated to the last third
of 2nd century — first quarter of the 3rd century A. D.
based on the chronology of the archaeological site, the

Robinson and Kohlert typologies and the Eining hel- -

mets as closest parallels.
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— 1933 Csticshegy, Villa. Excavation of L. Nagy,
1933. BTM-AD: H 179/79.
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BTM-AD: 690/78.
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Site-surveying of G. Alfoldy, 1960. BTM-AD:
1092/79.

~ 1960 Csiicshegyi 4rok és a 3. diil§ kozti épiilet.
Site surveying of G. Alfoldy, 1960-ban. BTM-AD:
1092/79. ’

The hills around Obuda were populated after the
Marcomannic Wars in the turn of 2nd and 3rd
century A. D. The moving out of the population
from the city resulted the construction of Csfics-
hegy villa among others. See: NAGY 1937, 60.,
NAGY 1942, 472.

ROBINSON 1975, 89-135., GARBSCH 1978.
ROBINSON 1975, 89.
ROBINSON 1975, 107.

Like helmets of auxiliary cavalry type H, see RO-
BINSON 1975, 100-103, or cavalry sports helmets
type D, E, G, H and I, see ROBINSON 1975, 118,
128, 130, 132.

The protocol of the metal analysis states: “The
fragments are made of copper-tinzinc (Cu-Sn-Zn)
alloy. The fragments can be parts of the same
object. Although the analysis was performed on
the surface the standard deviation values show no
significant differences.” Fragments Inv. No. 64. 8.
7.,64.8.8.,64.8.9,, 64. 8. 12., 64. 8. 14., 64. 8. 15.

were analyzed. The protocol is dated on March 27, ‘

1993 and stored in BTM archive (No. 1743/94),
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sample preparation was done in the laboratory of
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formed at the Research Institute for Technical
Physics of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
The sample preparation, analysis and evaluation
is done by Marta J4ro, the analyzer is operated by
Attila T6th. Their valuable contribution is greatly
acknowledged. Short description of the method is
the following: “The samples fixed by synthetic
resin were polished in order to get a smooth sur-
face to be analyzed. The surface was then coated
by graphite and the analysis was done by Energy
Dispersive X-ray Microanalysis.” Fragments Inv.
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UJ LOVASSAGI SPORTSISAK LELET AQUINCUMBOL

A Budapesti Torténeti Mazeumban nyolc kiilon leltari
szamon bejegyzett 164.8.7-9; 11, 12; 14-16 bronz le-
meztoredéket minden val6sziniliség szerint a Robin-
son-féle tipoldgia Sportlovas E sisaktipusba sorolhat-
juk. Ehhez a besorolashoz féleg az 1., a 2., a 7. és a
8. szami lemeztoredékek értékelése nydjtotta a leg-
tobb tdmogatast.

Ez a sisaktipus két részbdl 4ll: a tarkd-sisakbdl és
a hozz4 illeszthet6é maszkbol. A Sportlovas E tipusba
a néi fej abrazolasos tarkd-sisakok és maszkok tartoz-
* nak. A mi esetiinkben a rendelkezésiinkre 4116 toredé-
keink koziil csak a meglehet8sen ritka eléfordulési
tarké-sisakhoz tartozd darabokat azonosithattunk.

Az értékelés nyoman eddig ismereteink alapjan
nem lehet az Aquincum-csicshegyi toredékeket egy és
ugyanazon tarko-sisakhoz kotni, ezért vetédott fel az
egytipusi, de két kulonbozd tarks-sisak meglétének el-
képzelése, amit alitimaszthat az anyagvizsgilat mel-
lett toredékeink legkozelebbi parhuzaméanak tekintett
einingi sisaklelet is, ahol egy lelGhelyen, s6t egy kincs-

leletben mindkét sisakvariicié elGfordult. Az einingi
péarhuzam mellett szol a 2. sz. sisakon meglevé emberi
arcéabrézolas is, ami hasonld beillitasban, de egy kissé
eltérd kialakitasban jelenik meg, mint az Aquincum-
csiicshegyi 5. sz. toredéken. Az Aquincum-csicshegyi
toredékek kidolgozottsiga, fGleg a részletek tekinteté-
ben finomabb, mint az eningi 2., 3. és 4. sz. sisakok.
Bir nagyon kevés toredék maradt fenn, a részletek ki-
dolgozottsigat ismerve mégis elmondhatd ezekrdl,
hogy talan eléképei lehettek az eningi sisakoknak.
A sisaktoredékeket a lelGhelyként megjeldlt topog-

rafiai teriilet kronoldgiai adatai,”> a Robinson'S és a
Kohlert!’ tipol6gia, valamint sisaktoredékeink legko-
zelebbinek tartott parhuzama, az einingi sisaklelet!®
alapjan a 2. sz. utols6 harmada, a 3. sz. elsG negyede
kozé keltezhetjiik,

~ Kocsis Laszlo
Magyar Nemzeti Mizeum

285




286




Plate 2.
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Plate 4.
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