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Szirmai Krisztina

(1943-2023)

Fajdalmas veszteség érte az Aquincumi Miazeumot. Rovid, stlyos betegség utan elment az 1970-
es, 80-as évek legendas ,aquincumi team”-jének egyik oszlopos tagja, Szirmai Krisztina. Nevé-

nek emlitése megkertilhetetlen, ha az aquincumi legiotabor és ka-
tonavaros feltarasarol, az albertfalvi vicus kutatdsarol esik szo, de
az aquincumi bronzszobrocskdk és szobraszati emlékek kapcsan
is beirta nevét a romai kori provincidlis régészet torténetébe. Errdl
tantskodik tobb mint szaz cikke, tanulméanya, amelyek a hazai és
kulfoldi szakmai kiadvanyok lapjain jelentek meg. Ehhez a széles-

kori nemzetkozi ismertséghez azonban hosszu tt vezetett.

Krisztina 1966-ban végzett az ELTE Bolcsészettudomanyi Ka-
ran, torténelem-régészet szakon. Még abban az évben a Budapesti
Torténeti Mtzeum Régészeti Osztalyan helyezkedett el, kezdetben
a gyakornokok irodai, archivalasi munkéjat végezve, majd hama-
rosan régészként a tereppel is megismerkedett. Kezdetben Obudén,
P6czy Klara mellett szerzett gyakorlatot, majd Nagy Tibor 6budai és
albertfalvai 4satasainak kitarté részese lett. A nagynevi el6doktdl
szerzett ismereteket és tapasztalatokat kivél6an alkalmazta a késcb-
biekben, a mar onalléan vezetett, tobb mint szaztiz dsatdsa soran,

a Belvéarosi templomt6l Budatétényig. Bar els6 pillantasra nem lat-

szott ,terepi alkatd” régésznek, de legendds akaratereje, szorgalma,
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oszlopos tagja lett annak a feltaré régészcsapatnak, amely a lebon-
tott régi obudai hédzak aldl szinte eldvarazsolta a régota keresett
aquincumi legiotabort. Az 6budai legiotabor feltarasi kampényat kovetSen a katonavaros északnyu-
gati részén egykor allott diszes romai kori varosi palota falfestményeinek és mozaikjainak feltdrasa
tiz6dik nevéhez. Az 4ltala felszinre hozott és kiemelt falfestmények ma is az Aquincumi Mazeum
gyljteményének legértékesebb darabjai kozé tartoznak. Terepi munkainak utolsé szakaszabol az al-
bertfalvai tabor vicusanak feltarasa emelhet6 ki. Munkdja nyomdan nemcsak a teleptilés kronolégidja
tisztazodott, hanem a beépités struktirdja is megrajzolhat6éva valt.

Terepi munkdi nem akadalyoztak abban, hogy 1972-ben a Debreceni Egyetemen megvédije
doktori disszertacidjat , Az aquincumi szobrdszat valldstorténeti értékelése” cimmel. Szirmai
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Krisztina azok kozé a kutatok kozé tartozott, akik eredményeiket szivesen osztottdk meg nem-
csak a szakmaval, de a nagykozonséggel is. Rendszeres résztvevdje volt a romai koros nemzet-
kozi konferencidknak, tanulmanyai, referatumai rendre ott szerepelnek e nemzetkozi forumok
aktai kozott. A nagykozonség szamara irt ismeretterjeszté munkai, kiallitasi vezet6i maig fontos
dokumentumai egy-egy korszaknak vagy emlékcsoportnak.

Szirmai Krisztina igazi csapatember volt. Nem az a fajta, aki a csapatot maga koré szervez-
ve annak kozéppontjaban all. Inkdbb az a csapattag, akinek minden munka, amit a kozossé-
gért tesz - legyen az raktarrendezés, idegenvezetés, ligyelet elldtdsa -, fontos, és halads, hogy
megteheti azt. Akaraterején, kitartdsan és kovetkezetességén kiviil a vélasztott szakma iranti
elkotelezett szeretet hatarozta meg azt a személyiséget, aki negyven éven at, 2006-ban tortént
nyugdijba vonulasaig az Aquincumi Mazeum mindennapjainak része volt. Ezutan hidnyzott de-
riis arca, sajatos, csak ra jellemz6 lényeglaté humora, de tudtuk, hogy figyel rdnk és veltiink van.
Egészen mostanaig. ..
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Krisztina Szirmai

(1943-2023)

The Aquincum Museum has been struck by a painful loss. After a short, serious illness, Krisz-
tina Szirmai, a pillar of the legendary ,, Aquincum team” of the 1970s and 80s, passed away. Her
name is inescapable when it comes to the excavation of the Aquincum legionary camp and mil-
itary town, the research on the Albertfalva vicus, but she also wrote her name into the history
of Roman provincial archaeology in connection with the bronze statuettes and sculptural mon-
uments of Aquincum. This is attested to by more than a hundred articles and studies published
in national and international journals. However, this widespread international recognition has
taken a long time to achieve.

Krisztina graduated in 1966 from the Faculty of Humanities of ELTE, majoring in History and
Archaeology. In the same year, she started working at the Archaeology Department of the Buda-
pest History Museum, initially as an office and archiving intern, and soon became acquainted
with fieldwork as an archaeologist. Initially, she trained with Klara Péczy in Obuda, and later
became a regular participant in Tibor Nagy’s excavations in Obuda and Albertfalva. The knowl-
edge and experience gained from her great predecessors was put to excellent use in her later
excavations, more than one-hundred-and ten of them, which she led independently, from the In-
ner-City Parish Church to Budatétény. Although at first glance she did not appear to be a field ar-
chaeologist, her legendary willpower, diligence, exemplary perseverance and single-minded con-
sistency made her a pillar of the team of archaeologists who almost conjured up the long-sought
legionary camp of Aquincum from under the demolished old houses of Obuda. Following the
excavation of the legionary camp in Obuda, she was responsible for the excavation of the wall
paintings and mosaics of the ornate Roman town palace that once stood in the north-west part
of the military town. The murals she unearthed and exhumed are still among the most valuable
pieces in the collection of the Aquincum Museum. The final phase of her fieldwork was the exca-
vation of the vicus of the Albertfalva military camp. Her work has not only clarified the chronol-
ogy of the settlement, but has also made it possible to trace the structure of the settlement.

Her fieldwork did not prevent her from defending her doctoral dissertation entitled ,The
Religious-Historical Evaluation of Aquincum Sculpture” at the University of Debrecen in 1972.
Krisztina Szirmai was one of those researchers who were eager to share their results not only
with the professional scene but also with the general public. She was a regular participant in in-
ternational conferences on the Roman period, and her studies and papers are regularly included
in the proceedings of these international forums. Her educational works for the general public
and her exhibition guides are still important documents of certain eras or groups of monuments.

Krisztina Szirmai was a real team player. She was not the kind of person who organised the
team around herself and was at the centre of it. Rather, she was the kind of team member who
cared about all the work she did for the community - whether it was organizing the storage
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rooms, guiding visitors, or being on-call - and was grateful to be able to do it. In addition to her
willpower, perseverance and consistency, a dedicated love for her chosen profession defined the
person who was a part of the Aquincum Museum’s daily life for forty years until her retirement
in 2006. After that, we missed her cheerful face and her characteristic sense of humour, but we
knew that she was listening and with us from afar. Until now...
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