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FEHER, FERENC

THE CULT OF THE SUPREME BEING AND THE LIMITS 
OF THE SECULARIZATION OF THE POLITICAL

The paper analyzes in detail the famous-infamous „religious conflict” 
in the French Revolution, with a view to a more general theoretical 
problem of political philosophy. Its fundamental thesis, in contrast to 
such authorities of historiography as Aulard and Mathiez, is that the 
failure of the Church politics of the Constitutional Assembly, leading 
to civil strife, the Vendee and the foundation of an „Eglise 
constitutionnelle” on the one hand, and the Cult of the Supreme 
Being, inaugurated at the peak of the Jacobin terror by Robespierre 
on the other, were not separate, but closely interrelated stories. The 
first story was the prelude to the second, and the Revolution made a 
desperate attempt to respond to its failure in the area by artifically 
creating a political religion”. The paper first dissects the debate of 
the most celebrated experts on the issue. It proceeds from here to an 
analysis of the decisions made by the Constitutional Assembly on the 
Gallican Church, Finally, it gives a philosophical characterization of 
the substance and the functions of the „Cult of the Supreme Being” 
as presented in the Floreal speech of Robespierre. The theoretical 
point is a „critique of political reason”, of its peculiar type of 
rationalist fanaticism and the wider issue of how far politics can be 
secularized in modernity.

KISS, BALAZS

ON MICHEL FOUCAULT’S CONCEPT OF POWER

The paper tries to map the roles the concept of power played in the 
different phases of Michel Foucault’s oeuvre. The problem of power 
became important for Foucault as late as the very beginning of the 
1970s. In the end of the 1960s, power was still subordinated to 
discourse. By the middle of the 1970s, however, power had become
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as central for the Foucaultian thought as knowledge or discourse. The 
most sophisticated version of the concept of power is presented in 
Surveiller et Punir (Discipline and Punish) where it can almost be 
interpreted as the basic category of a possible social theory. The paper 
presents the version of the mid-seventies, the concept of disciplinary 
society, and that of the microtechnology of power in detail, and the 
double notion of power/knowledge is also articulated.



CONTENTS

PAPERS____________ ____________________________________________________________

Feher, Ferenc: The Cult of the Supreme Being and the Limits
of the Secularisation of the Political ................................................................................  5

Kiss, Baldzs: On Michel Foucault’s Concept of Power ......................................................  43

CONFERENCE __________________________________________________________

IN MEMORY OF ZSOLT PAPP

Csepeli. Gyorgy: The W an d erer................................................................................................ 71
Nyiri, Kristdf: The Concept of Tradition in German T hinking............................................. 73
Balogh, Is tv an: The New Model of E u ro p e ............................................................................. 78
Gedeon, Peter: Hayek and the Hungarian Reform Economics .......................................... 85
Pokol, Bela: The Changing Influence of Luhmann’s Theory on German Social Science 92
Szabo, Mate: Alternative Social Movements in Germany and H u n g ary ............................. 96
Eros, Ferenc: In the Traits of the Opponent’s Assessment ................................................103

DISCUSSION ___________________________________________________________________

PARTIES AND VOTERS

Robert, Peter: Politics and Religion as Reflected by Public O p in io n ................................107

THE NEUTRALITY OF THE STATE

Kis, Janos: Approaches to N e u tra lity ...................................................................................... 144

THE SITUATION OF HUNGARIAN POLITICAL SCIENCE

Becskehdzi, Attila: On Hungarian Political Science .............................................................160
Fricz, Tamils: External and Internal Problems of Political S c ie n c e ................................... 167
Hulvely, Istvdn: In the Traits of Hungarian Political Science .............................................174

ORIENTATION__________________________________________________________________

Agh, Attila: American Public P o litic s ......................................................................................... 185

ON BOOKS______________________________________________________________________

UNIVERSITY TEXTBOOK FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE

Opponent’s Assessments Istvdn Szentpeteri, Istvdn Hulvely, Attila A g h ............................... 212
Bihari, Mihdly: Answer to the Opponent’s A ssessm ents......................................  224
Selected Bibliography of Hungarian Political S c ie n c e ............................................................ 235

NEWS ............................................................................................................................................ 239

IN FO R M A TIO N ............................................................................................................................255

ABSTRACTS .........................................................   269



B U D  A  P H  S  T  I  K  O N Y V S  Z  E  M  L  E

KHSTiKAI 1SASOK:

: A  :T AR3 A  D ALO MTU DOM AN YOK

K O R E B 0L

T 6 TH  iSTVAN GYORCY, BENDA KALMAN . .A JEZSUiTAK MECSETJE’ 
FORRAI GABOR - AITRSCHTER FERENC FILOZORAJA 

MAJOR IVAN -  PRIVATtZAaO KELET-EUROpABAN 
SZfeCSENYl ENDUE - PE3NECZKY SS A ERAKrAlOK 

rOKASZ NIKQ5Z -  A FRAKTALOK t s  PERNECZKY________

TlSZTELETKflR -  KOMOR6CZY GfeZA_______________
(vSZU.AGYi JANOS GvORGY. TATAR GVORGY, CS. GYSMESI £VA, FEHST mART\ 

SZENTPALY JUHASZ MtKLOS VgLEMgNYEj

BUKSZ BESZ^LGETfeS HOFER TAMASSAJL

RflVlD BtRAtATOK, V1TACIKKEK, LEVELEK

FONTOS K6NYVEK,1093

M E G J E L E N I K N E G Y E D f e V E N T E


