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ANDRAS KOROSENYI
Weber and the Orban-regime: leader democracy in Hungary

There is a rising literature on the shift from democracy to mixed or authoritar-
ian regimes, often referring to post-2010 Hungary as an example. This paper
aims to understand, describe and analyse the Orban regime by using the We-
berian concept of plebiscitary leader democracy. First, it explores the theory of
plebiscitary leader democracy. Second, it reveals the analytical virtues of this
theory through applying it in a case study. The paper concludes that the com-
bination of democratic legitimacy and authoritarian rule in plebiscitary leader
democracy is not an outcome of a pathological conjunction of things, but an
endogenous feature of the regime.

Keywords: democratic theory, Hungarian politics, leader democracy, Orbén,
Weber.

VERONIKA PATKOS
Political polarisation and economic failure in European democracies

The paper investigates the connection between voter group polarization and
economic performance in European democracies. According to a common hy-
pothesis in the literature, the polarisation of voter groups increases insecurity,
harms accountability, and reduces government efficiency. By and large, due to
these effects, the economic performance of the more polarised countries is also
supposed to be weaker than that of the less polarised ones. However, there has
so far been little empirical study of this connection, especially in the context
of European countries. The paper investigates the data of 30 European coun-
tries between 2002 and 2013. Controlling for several variables, the study found
— in line with the hypothesis — a significant and widespread inverse relation-
ship between party polarisation and economic performance. It can thus be
concluded that strong party polarisation among groups of voters is not only an
important issue for the study of voter behaviour but can also be linked to poor-
er economic performance.

Keywords: party polarisation, ideological polarisation, party bias, econom-
ic growth
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EMESE EVA ANGYAL, ZITA FELLNER, CSONGOR FENYES
New challengers: Paths of political socialisation
in the Momentum Movement

The Momentum Movement has recently emerged onto the political scene from
the ranks of Hungarian youth, who otherwise have been little involved in po-
litical activity since the regime change in 1989. In our research we examined
the political socialization paths of the core members of Momentum using an
online survey and semi-structured personal interviews. Our results indicate
that family has played a key role, while formal education — both secondary and
tertiary — has had less influence because of its dysfunctionality than informal
peer groups. Greater support to educational institutions can provide an op-
portunity to activate the political interest of the younger generation.

Keywords: Momentum Movement, political socialisation, core, founders,
paths of socialisation

ISTVAN BALOGH
Fairness or self-esteem (Two concepts of political justice)

Justice as fairness and the justice of self-respect are two fundamentally differ-
ent conceptions of justice: while the former is grounded on the construction of
the fundamental structure of modern society, the latter is grounded on the re-
construction of the basic anthropological relations and their historical dynam-
ics. The paper compares the two conceptions by providing a methodological
critique of the Rawlsian theory and presenting the theoretical foundations of
the justice of self-respect. The paper argues that the theory and principles of
the justice of self-respect open the path to a potentially new historical form of
human coexistence, beyond recent modern society.

Keywords: relational anthropology, justice, Rawls, justification, human
rights

ZOLTAN GABOR szUCs
Beyond legitimacy?
The lessons of Xenophon’s Anabasis for contemporary realist political theory

Legitimacy seems to be the problem of contemporary realist political theory
to which most attention is paid. The reason for this is that contemporary real-
ism aims to take a kind of intermediate position between on the one hand a
‘political moralist” standpoint, which traces back the justification of political
acts to moral principles outside of politics, mostly exemplified as Rawlsian phi-
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losophy by the realists, and the standpoint they call ‘Realpolitik’, ‘Machiavel-
lism” or ‘might is right’, which justifies political acts solely by the success of
maintaining power over the other. However, it is questionable whether such
an intermediate position is possible. Relying on Xenophon’s Anabasis, the paper
argues that it is not, but that this is not fatal from the point of view of realist
political theory, and it does not necessarily result in the acceptance of the stand-
point of ‘might is right”. The essence of Xenophon’s thought is that the norms
of correct political action are to be sought in the continuous urge to choose
created by the conflicts of various normative viewpoints rather than in the form
of abstract political norms detached from morality (as the concept of legitima-
cy would suggest). This is a lesson that contemporary realism should consider
adopting, instead of the fruitless conceptual discussions of legitimacy.
Keywords: realism, Xenophon, legitimacy, political theory

DANIEL HARANGOZO, PETER WAGNER
State and army in post-Soviet Central Asia:
The political and social role of the armed forces

Relying on a typology proposed by Timothy Edmunds, Anthony Forster and
Andrew Cottey we seek to explore the political and social role of the armed
forces in post-Soviet Central Asia in three particular areas: regime defence,
nation building and the economic role and activities of the military. Due to the
authoritarian nature, with one exception, of all Central Asian states, our first
research question focusses on the role of the military in supporting the au-
thoritarian regimes of the region. During the Soviet period, the armed forces
served a key role of political indoctrination and “nation building”. Moreover,
there was widespread use of conscripts as a free labour force for various state-
led economic (such as the annual harvest) and construction activities. Our sec-
ond question concerns whether and to what extent these Soviet-era practices
and traditions continue in the Central Asian successor states.

One of the key conclusions of our research is that the authoritarian regimes
of post-Soviet Central Asia rely on a widespread network of internal security
and intelligence organizations instead of the regular military. Moreover, with
some exceptions, there is limited use of the armed forces as a vehicle of nation
building by the governments of the region, and they have a limited economic
role and significance compared to the Soviet era.

Keywords: Central Asia, military and politics, civil-military relations, post-
Soviet
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SZERZOINKHEZ

(A PUBLIKALAS FELTETELE]I)

1. A Politikatudoményi Szemle cimi referalt folyéirat magyar nyelven bekdil-
dott kéziratokat — tanulmanyokat és kdnyvrecenzidkat — fogad el.

2. A kéziratok minimalis terjedelme tanulmanyok esetén 40 000 karakter, re-
cenzidk esetén 15 000 bruttd (azaz szokozokkel egyiitt értendd) karakter.
A kéziratok maximalis terjedelme tanulmanyok esetén 50 000, kivételes eset-
ben 60 000 letités, a recenzioké pedig 25 000 leiités lehet. Az egyes szakterti-
leteket attekinteni kivané ,state of the art” illetve a ,review of article” mtifaju
szovegek esetében a minimdlis karakterszam 30 000 a maximalis 50 000 brut-
t6 letités lehet.

3. A kéziratokat Word formatumban kérjiik a posze@mtapti.hu cimre elkiildeni.

4. A kéziratnak tartalmaznia kell:
a. egy magyar szoveg-osszefoglalot;
b. egy angol nyelv{ szoveg-6sszefoglalét (abstract);
c. kulesszavakat, valamint
d. a szerz§ titulusat és pontos munkahelyi adatait. A szerz6 neve a tanul-
many felett szerepeljen.

5. Szoveg kdzbeni kiemelésként ddlt betii alkalmazhatd; ritkitas, aldhiizas, vas-
tag bet(i, csupa nagybet( csak egészen kivételes esetben fogadhato el.

6. A kozvetlen hivatkozasokat a szovegtorzs tartalmazza, ezek ne jegyzetek-
ben szerepeljenek. Minden idézetet, hivatkozast igényld allitast vagy kifejezést
kovetben zarojelben tiintessék fel a szerzé vezetéknevét, az idézett vagy hivat-
kozott mi publikalasanak évszamat és — ha sziikséges — az idézett oldalakat a
kovetkez§ formaban: (Arendt, 1992: 25.) vagy (Arendt, 1992: 135-138.).

7. Ajegyzetek a f0szoveg kiegészitéseit tartalmazzak (tehat nem hivatkozéaso-
kat). A jegyzetek helyét a tanulmanyon beliil felsé indexben 1év arab szammal
jeloljék (igy: 1), a jegyzeteket pedig kérjiik a szoveg végén szamozott formaban
elhelyezni. Indokolt esetben labjegyzet alkalmazhat6, amelyet — ha csak kis
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szamban fordul el6 — a szévegben csillaggal (*) kell jelolni, s az oldal aljan kell
elhelyezni.

8. Kérjiik, hogy a felhasznalt irodalom jegyzéke csak a ténylegesen hivatkozott
publikaciokat tartalmazza. Az explicit médon hivatkozott forrasokon kiviil az
irodalomjegyzék legfeljebb még 1015 forrdsmegjelolést tartalmazhat.

9. Azirodalomjegyzéket a tanulmany végén kozoljiik, a kovetkez8képpen oldva
fel a sz6veg kozti utalasokat:

a. konyveknél:

Arendt, Hannah (1992): A totalitarizmus gyokerei. Budapest, Eurépa.

b. tanulmanykétetben, gyljteményes kotetben megjelent szovegek esetében:
Mickiewicz, Ellen (2000): Institutional Incapacity, the Attentive Public, and
Media Pluralism in Russia. In: Richard Gunther and Anthony Mughan (eds.):
Democracy and the Media. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.

c. foly6iratban megjelent tanulmany esetében:
Selck, J. Torsten (2004): On the Dimensionality of European Union Legislative.
Journal of Theoretical Politics, vol. 16., no. 2. April, 203-222.

10. A tablazatokat és az abrakat megfelel6en formazva, az eredetiiket feltiin-
tetve, a szovegbe épitve kérjiik. A fekete-fehér abrakat Excel formatumban, a

kozlés el6tt kérjiik mellékelni. A tablazat formazasi szabalya:

1. tabldzat. Cim.

elnevezés adat 1 adat 2
part 1 33,0 0,33
part 2 34,0 0,34
part 3. 33,0 0,33
Osszesen 100,0 1,00

* megjegyzés.
Forras:

11. A szerkeszt8ségbe beérkezett — formailag megfelel6 — kéziratokat a szer-
keszt&ség elézetes szlirése utan két opponensnek kiildjiik ki. Az opponensek
szerz6k nevének feltiintetése nélkiil kapjak meg a kéziratokat. A kozlés felté-
tele két opponens tdmogat6 véleménye. Az opponensek éltal javitandénak ér-
tékelt kéziratokat atdolgozdsra visszajuttatjuk a szerzékhoz. A két opponens
egybehangzo elutasitasa esetén a kéziratot nem publikaljuk.
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12. Kézirat beérkezési és lehetséges kozlési hatarideje.

beérkezési hataridé a kozlés els6 lehetséges hatarideje
januar 15. els szam

marcius 15. masodik szam

majus 31. harmadik szam
szeptember 15. negyedik szdm

A szerkeszt@ség fenntartja maganak a jogot, hogy az egyes cikkek kozlési sor-
rendjét, maga hatarozza meg.

13. A szerkeszt&ség a beérkezett kéziratokért honorariumot nem fizet.

Koszonjiik, hogy megfeleléen el6készitett kézirat bekiildésével segitik mun-
kankat.



Folyéiratunk megvasarolhat6 az alabbi konyvesboltokban, dra 750 forint,
eléfizetéknek 650 forint.
El6fizethetS a szerkeszt6ség postacimén (Budapest, Pf. 694/115),
valamint a posze@mtapti.hu e-mail cimen.
Az elbfizetés ara egy évre: 2600 forint.
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