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The intensive process of electronic transformation of
libraries started in Hungary in the second half of the
1990s. At first, the most important task was to man-
age cataloguing and circulation electronically; later,
integrated library software was introduced, and finally,
libraries began to offer online services of different
types and levels. The resulting changes became
evident to library users at the final stage. Online, web-
based services enabled them to use many library
services remotely, without visiting libraries in-person.
Remote library services, adapted to the mobile way of
life and the accelerating tempo of the 21% century,
have become increasingly popular all over the world,
and now constitute a dominant and dynamically grow-
ing part of library use. This trend, as evidenced by
statistical data, demonstrates a substantial and in-
creasing social demand for libraries as content-
providing organisations, consequently, instead of
discussing the question “libraries or the internet’, we
should focus on issues of “libraries and the internet”.
The study deals with the impact of the above trends
and processes on library use in Hungary, along with
the wider availability of new services, as well as with
the change in the ratio of in-person and remote library
use. It also discusses whether the primary users of
different types of libraries, meeting various types of
demand, are any different from each other in this
respect, or these tendencies are present and typical
in all library types. As the Hungarian national library
statistics started to publish data on remote use in
2006 only, the study discusses data from the past
seven years (2006 through 2012).
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Nowadays it is becoming increasingly important for
scientific institutions (including universities) and their

210

researchers to make their scientific achievement
visible on networks. It was one of the phenomena
having launched the open access movement (as first,
in the natural sciences). Open access philosophy
focused on the free availability of research articles
and studies. In the background, however, there is a
crisis of subscription to journals: subscription fees
have increased to such an extent that it is extremely
difficult for universities, research institutions and li-
braries to guarantee the funds required for subscrip-
tions. As a next step, free repositories were set up,
following the development of the EPrints software.
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Self-publishing is a new phenomenon in the culture of
e-books. Within this scheme it is the author who up-
loads his/her work to a book store, and decides about
its future fate. In accordance with his/her intentions
and preferences he/she determines the price, the
place(s) of publishing (whether it is sold in Hungary
only or on global sites as well), and the work’s main
features regarding format. It can be stated that the
author can directly deliver the work meant for publish-
ing to those interested. Thus, this new book move-
ment bears the name: independent publication, or,
alternatively, independent author.
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Erik Vajda was an outstanding personality of Hungar-
ian librarianship whose recent death is a serious loss
for library science. His professional activities in Hun-
gary and internationally have largely influenced the
development of UDC, and his name had been regis-
tered in the chronicles of FID, IFLA, UNISIST and
ISO as well. He acted as a leading figure of several
fundamental library development initiatives.



