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B Andreea MILEA'

Parcul castelului Kendi-Kemény
din Brancovenesti, judetul Mures

DATE ISTORICE SI CONTEMPORANE’

B Rezumat: Articolul prezintd cateva repere din istoria constructiilor gi
amenajarilor parcului castelului Kendi-Kemény din Brdncovenesti (judetul
Mureg). Parcul in stil peisager, clasat drept monument istoric in Listele Mo-
numentelor Istorice 2004, 2010, respectiv 2015, a fost creat in secolul al
XIX-lea, dar gradini aferente castelului sunt amintite in documente inca
din secolul al XVII-lea. Cea mai semnificativd modificare pe care parcul a
suferit-o pe parcursul secolului al XX-lea constd in micgorarea suprafetei
propriu-zise de parc §i atribuirea restului suprafetei unor functiuni utilitare
(terenuri agricole, livada). Totodatd, pe amplasament au apdrut noi con-
structii. Totusi, suprafata pastrata de parc este semnificativa si numeroase
exemplare arborescente istorice au supravietuit. Articolul descrie principa-
lele elemente construite si amenajate ale ansamblului, relatiile dintre ele gi
relatiile lor cu asezarea si peisajul inconjurdtor, asa cum au fost observate
de cdtre autoare in vara anului 2009, in incercarea de a schita un inventar
sumar al situatiei amenajarii in zilele noastre.

M Cuvinte cheie: gradina istorica rezidentiala, amenajare in stil peisager,
secolul XIX

Introducere

B Apartindnd in evul mediu de comitatul Turda, agezarea de cetate dom-
neasca denumita in prezent Brincovenesti® a aparut in documente inca
din 1228 cu numele de castrum Wecheu (WEISZ 2007, 97). Domeniul si
cetatea au fost detinute intre 1319-1476 de familia BANFFY DE LOSONC,
de la care familia UNGOR DE NADASD le-a dobandit si le-a stapanit pana

1 Arhitect. dr., lector la Universitatea Tehnica din Cluj-Napoca, Roménia.

2 Urmand structura metodologica descrisa in articolul de debut al rubricii Gradini Istori-
ce, prezentarea parcului castelului Kendi-Kemény din Brancovenesti abordeaza urma-
toarele aspecte, relevante pentru o analizd sistematica a gradinilor istorice rezidentiale
transilvanene: date generale despre ,,proprietari, etape de constructie, stil arhitectural,
constructori”; peisaj (,formatiuni principale de relief, cursuri de apa, prezenta unor
elemente dominante”); amplasament (,localizare in cadrul agezarii, forma generalad a
sitului, caracterul limitelor”); relief local si dispunerea elementelor majore (,topogra-
fia sitului, localizarea elementelor majore pe sit: zona de acces, resedinta, parcul, alte
elemente naturale sau construite”); amenajarile de acces (,localizarea acceselor — pe
proprietate si in resedintd — si descrierea amenajarilor aferente”); castelul gi relatia lui
cu amenajdrile exterioare (,,descrierea volumelor principale” ale castelului si a ,, dispozi-
tivelor de legdtura cu exteriorul”); respectiv, amenajarea exterioara propriu-zisa (,com-
pozitie, dispunerea vegetatiei, elemente de vegetatie, paviment, obiecte ornamentale,
constructii ornamentale”). Pentru descrierea detaliata a metodologiei, a se vedea artico-
lul de debut (MILEA 2012).

3 Brancovenesti/leciu/Delavrancea (RO), Marosvécs/Vécs (HU), Wetsch (DE) (SZABO, Dic-
tionar...).
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The Kendi-Kemény Manor
House Park in Brancovenesti,
Mures County

HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY DATA?

B Abstract: The article presents several
landmarks from the history of construction
and landscape design of the Kendi-Kemény
Manor House in Brancovenesti (Mures
Co.). The landscaped style park, listed on
the 2004, 2010, respectively 2015 Historic
Buildings List, was created in the 19'" cen-
tury, but gardens belonging to the manor
house are mentioned in documents already
in the 17" century. The most important
modification that the park went under in
the 20" century was the decrease in the
area of the park itself and the assignment of
the rest of the land to utilitarian purposes
(farmlands, orchard). Moreover, new build-
ings appeared on the site. Still, the pre-
served area of the park is significant and
many historical tree specimens have sur-
vived. The article presents the main built
and landscaped elements of the ensemble,
the relationships developed between them
and with the settlement and the surround-
ing landscape, as they were observed by
the author in the summer of 2009, in an
attempt to sketch a brief inventory of the
current state of the ensemble.

1 Architect, PhD, lecturer at the Technical Uni-
versity of Cluj-Napoca, Romania.

2 Following the methodological structure de-
scribed in the first article of the Historical Gar-
dens column, the presentation of the Kendi-
Kemény Manor House Park in BrAncovenesti
approaches the following aspects, relevant
for a systematic analysis of Transylvanian
historical residential gardens: general data
on “owners, building stages, architectural
style, contractors”; landscape (“main land-
forms, watercourses, the presence of domi-
nating elements”); site (“location within the
settlement, general shape of the site, limit
characteristics”); local relief and the place-
ment of major elements (,site topography,
location of the main elements on site: access
area, the residence, the park, other natural or
built elements”); access and the elements re-
lated to it (“access placement — to the proper-
ty and to the residence — and the descriptions
of the related elements”); the manor house
and its relationship with the exterior design
elements (“description of the residence’s
main volumes and the devices for the con-
nection with the exterior”); as well as the ac-
tual landscape design (“composition, place-
ment of the vegetation, vegetation elements,
pavement, ornamental objects, ornamental
constructions”). For a detailed description of
the methodology, see the first article (MILEA
2012, 48-60).
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M Fig. 1. Reprezentarea satului Brancovenesti (Vets) in prima ridicare topograficd militard a Imperiului Habsburgic (1763-1787). Zona amplasamentului studiat
este reprezentatd (de cdtre autoare) cu linie albd © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft.,, 2017

M Fig. 2. Reprezentarea satului Brancovenesti (Vécs) in cea de-a doua ridicare topograficd militard a Imperiului Austriac (1806-1869). Zona amplasamentului
studiat este reprezentatd (de cdtre autoare) cu linie alba © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft.,, 2017

M Figure 1. The representation of Brancovenesti (Vets) in the I Military Survey of the Habsburg Empire (1763-1787). The area of the studied site is represented (by
the author) with a white line © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft., 2017

M Figure 2.The representation of Brdncovenesti (Vécs) in the Il Military Survey of the Austrian Empire (1806-1869). The area of the studied site is represented (by
the author) with a white line © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft,, 2017

B Keywords: historical residential garden,
landscaped style park, 19" century

Introduction

m Belonging in the Middle Ages to Turda
County, the courtly settlement now called
Brincovenesti® appeared in documents in
1228, under the name of castrum Wecheu
(WEISZ 2007, 97). The domain and cas-
tle were held between 1319 and 1476 by
the BANFFY OF LOSONC family, from
whom they were acquired by the UNGOR
OF NADASD family, who held them until
1507. After this they came into the posses-
sion of Stephen SZOBI, who subsequently
sold them to Stephen WERBOGZY (WEISZ
2007, 97). In 1529, the latter gave up the
castle and the estate to King John SZAPO-
LYAI who gave them to Paul ARTANDI and
his son, Michael (WEISZ 2007, 97). After
their trial and execution, the castle returned
to the possession of WERBOGZY (WEISZ
2007, 97). In 1533 WERBOCZY mortgaged
the castle to the KENDI family, who became
its owners in 1537 (WEISZ 2007, 97). After
the murder of Francis KENDI (1558), the
building changed several owners — Stephen
BOCSKAI, Andrew BATHORY, Stephen
WESSELENYI, Gabriel BETHLEN — until,
in 1663, it was bought by the KEMENY

3 Brincovenesti/leciu/Delavrancea (RO), Maros-
vécs/Vécs (HU), Wetsch (DE) (SZABO, Dictio-
nar...).

in 1507, dupa care Stefan SZOBI a intrat in posesia lor, vAnzandu-le ul-
terior lui Stefan WERBOCZY (WEISZ 2007, 97). in 1529, acesta din urma
a cedat cetatea si domeniul regelui Ioan SZAPOLYAI, care le-a daruit lui
Paul ARTANDI si fiului sau, Mihai (WEISZ 2007, 97). Dupa judecarea si
executarea acestora cetatea a revenit in posesia lui WERBOCZY (WEISZ
2007, 97). in 1533 WERBOCZY a ipotecat cetatea familiei KENDI, care a
dobandind-o cu totul in 1537 (WEISZ 2007, 97). Dupa uciderea lui Francisc
KENDI (1558), castelul a trecut prin méinile mai multor proprietari — Stefan
BOCSKAI, Andrei BATHORY, Stefan WESSELENYI, Gabriel BETHLEN -,
péana cand, in 1663, a fost achizitionat de familia KEMENY,* aceasta sta-
panind intru totul castelul® pana la nationalizare (WEISZ 2007, 97). Dupa
nationalizare, castelul a fost utilizat ca inchisoare, gcoala de corectie, dar
si centru de recuperare si reabilitare neuropsihiatrica, acesta din urma
functionand in clddire pana in 2014, cand castelul a fost retrocedat (Bran-
covenesti...).

Castelul, in forma sa actuald, face prea putin trimitere la o datare de
secolele XIII-XIV, pastrand vizibile, in mult mai mare masura, urmele re-
constructiilor din 1537 si 1555 (WEISZ 2007, 97). Astfel, Francisc KENDI
este considerat a fi cel care a zidit castelul in stil renascentist, castel caru-
ia familia KEMENY ii aduce, in 1818, modificari in stil baroc tarziu, iar la
sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea modificari radicale ale imaginii, inclusiv prin
amplificarea constructiei (ION 2002, 11; WEISZ 2007, 97).

Un inventar din 1648 mentioneaza apartenenta de castel a trei gradini
(SEBESTYEN & SEBESTYEN1963, 98-99). Hartile militare istorice de care

4 Baronul Janos KEMENY (1903-1971) a infiintat aici, in iunie 1926, impreuna cu doua-
zeci gi opt dintre cele mai proeminente personaje literare ale timpului, asociatia Heli-
kon. Din acest moment, timp de doudzeci de ani, castelul devine centru al intalnirilor
literare.

5 Ansamblul castelului Kendi-Kemeny (MS-1I-a-A-15616) sec. XVI, sec. XIX: castelul
Kendi-Kemeny (MS-II-m-A-15616.01) sec. XVI; parc (MS-II-m-A-15616.02) sec. XIX
(Lista Monumentelor Istorice 2004, 2010, respectiv 2015). Numele castelului este con-
semnat in Lista Monumentelor Istorice drept Kendy-Kemény.
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M Fig. 3. Reprezentarea satului Brancovenesti (Vécs) in cea de-a treia ridicare topograficd militard a Austro-Ungariei (1869-1887). Zona amplasamentului studiat
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este reprezentatd (de cdtre autoare) cu linie albd © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft., 2017
B Fig. 4. Reprezentarea satului Brancovenesti (Maros-Vécs sau Jeciu) in cartarea Regatului Maghiar (1869-1887). Zona amplasamentului studiat este

reprezentatd (de cdtre autoare) cu linie albé © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft., 2017

M Fig. 5. Reprezentarea satului Brancovenesti (Marosvécs) in harta militara din 1941. Zona amplasamentului studiat este reprezentatd (de cdtre autoare) cu linie

albé © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft.,, 2017

M Figure 3. The representation of Brancovenesti (Vécs) in the Il Military Survey of Austro-Hungary (1869-1887). The area of the studied site is represented (by the

author) with a white line © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft,, 2017

M Figure 4. The representation of Brancovenesti (Maros-Vécs or Jeciu) in the mapping of the Hungarian Kingdom (1869-1887). The area of the studied site is

represented (by the author) with a white line © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft,, 2017

M Figure 5. The representation of Brancovenesti (Marosvécs) in the 1941 military survey. The area of the studied site is represented (by the author) with a white

line © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft., 2017

dispunem incep sa semnaleze grafic® gradina castelului odata cu incepu-
tul secolului al XIX-lea.” Fata de intinderea initiala a parcului peisager,
asa cum o aflam reprezentata in hartile istorice, suprafata actuala pe care
au supravietuit amenajarile pentru destindere este mult micsorata, restul
suprafetei ajungdnd sa fie destinata in timp unor functiuni utilitare, pre-
cum terenuri agricole, livezi si, mai recent, primind noi constructii pentru
programul medical mutat din castel.

Peisaj

B Brincovenesti, satul de resedinta al comunei cu acelasi nume, este si-
tuat in Subcarpatii Transilvaniei, la limita estica a Podigului Transilvan,
intr-un peisaj caracterizat printr-o succesiune de depresiuni si dealuri, un
peisaj romanesc, dupa cum il caracterizeaza Jozsef BIRO.® Satul se afla pe
tarmul drept al rfAului Mures, care trece la est de asezare.

Amplasament

B Satul BrAncovenesti se dezvolta pe directia nord-est sud-vest, de-a lun-
gul tarmului drept al rdului Mureg, apropiindu-se de acesta in capatul
nord-estic al satului, si departidndu-se de el inspre sud-vest. Amplasa-

6 Sitextual in cartarea Regatului Maghiar (1869-1887).

7 Avem documentatd prezenta gradinii in cea de-a doua ridicare topografica militara a
Imperiului Austriac (1806-1869), in cea de-a treia ridicare topografica militara a Austro-
Ungariei (1869-1887), in cartarea Regatului Maghiar (1869-1887), si in aga-numita harta
militard a Ungariei din 1941. Intrucat denumirea acesteia din urma, Military Survey
of Hungary (1941) (Historical Maps...), este improprie, cuprinzind si teritorii aflate la
vremea respectiva in Romania, ne vom referi la ea, pe parcursul actualului studiu, mai
simplu, drept harta militara din 1941.

8 ,A legzordabb, legkomorabb valamennyi erdélyi kastély kozott Marosvécs véra, fenn a
dombon, a Maros vize folott, regényies tajképi hattér olében” / ,,Cel mai sobru si mai
sumbru dintre toate castelele ardelene il reprezinta cetatea din Brancovenesti, aflata in
susul dealului, deasupra apelor Muresului, in mijlocul unui peisaj romanesc” (traduce-
rea autoarei) (BIRO 1944, 42).
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family*, remaining in their ownership® until
the nationalisation (WEISZ 2007, 97). After
the nationalisation, the manor house was
used as a prison, a correctional, but also
as a neuropsychiatric rehabilitation and
recovery center, the latter operating in the
building until 2014, when the manor house
was restituted (Brincovenesti...).The manor
house, in its current form, offers too little
ground to a dating from the 13" and 14"
centuries, preserving to a much larger ex-
tent the traces of reconstructions from 1537
and 1555 (WEISZ 2007, 97). Thus, Francis
KENDI is thought to be the one who built the
Renaissance style manor house, to which
the KEMENY family brought, in 1818, late
Baroque changes and, at the end of the 19"
century, radical alterations to its image,
including by the building’s amplification
(ION 2002, 11; WEISZ 2007, 97).An in-
ventory from 1648 mentions three gardens
belonging to the building (SEBESTYEN &
SEBESTYEN1963, 98-99). The available
military surveys start to signal graphically®
the manor house’s garden starting with the

4 Baron Jdnos Kemény (1903-1971) founded
here in June 1926, along with twenty eight
of the most prominent literary figures of the
time, the Helikon association. From this mo-
ment on, for twenty years, the manor house
became a centre of literary meetings.

5 Kendi-Kemeny Manor House ensemble (MS-
1I-a-A-15616) 16™ century, 19" century: Kendi-
Kemeny Manor House (MS-II-m-A-15616.01)
16" century; park (MS-II-m-A-15616.02) 19"
century (Historic Buildings List 2004, 2010,
respectively 2015). The name of the manor
house is recorded in the Historic Buildings
List as Kendy-Kemény.

6 Also textually in the Mapping of the Kingdom
of Hungary (1869-1887).



beginning of the 19" century.” Compared to
the initial extent of the landscaped park, as
represented in the historical maps, the cur-
rent area on which leisure elements have
survived is much diminished, the rest of
the area came to be dedicated to utilitarian
purposes, such as farmland, orchards, and,
more recently, housing new constructions
for the medical programme moved from the
manor house.

Landscape

B Brincovenesti, the main village in the
eponymous commune, is found in the
Subcarpatii Transilvaniei hills, at the east-
ern limit of the Transylvanian Plateau, in
a landscape characterised by a succession
of depressions and hills, as described by
Jézsef BIRO.® The village is placed on the
right bank of the Mures River, passing east
of the settlement.

Placement

B Brincovenesti village develops on a
north-east south-west direction, along the
right bank of the Mureg River, coming close
to it at the village’s north-eastern end, and
moving away from it to the south-west. The
site of the Kendi-Kemény Manor House is at
the northern extremity of the village, sepa-
rated by the main village road (placed be-
tween the manor house’s site and the Mureg
River) by a narrow slope, without being ac-
cessible directly from this road. This place-
ment of the manor house’s site within the
borders of the village is preserved during all
the stages in which the site is document-
ed, starting with the First Military Survey
of the Habsburg Empire (1763-1787) to the
present (Figures 1-5, Photo 1); the surface
development of the village, although pres-
ent, was not a vast phenomenon and was
directed to the south and west.The shape
of the site is irregular. Again, we can dis-
tinguish this situation even in the old rep-
resentations, starting this time from the
Second Military Survey of the Austrian
Empire (1806-1869) — in which the manor
house park is concretely shown - to the
present. (Figures 2-5, Photo 1).

The studied site is limited to the east
by the afforested slope descending to the
main village road and to the Mures River
valley; to the east by forest and farmlands;

7 The presence of the garden is documented in
the Second Military Survey of the Austrian
Empire (1806-1869), in the Third Military
Survey of Austro-Hungary (1869-1887), in the
Mapping of the Kingdom of Hungary (1869-
1887), and in the so-called Military Survey
of Hungary from 1941. As the latter’s name,
Military Survey of Hungary (1941) (Historical
Maps...), is incorrect, including territories at
the time part of Romania, we will refer to it,
during the current study, more simply as the
1941 military survey.

8 ,Alegzordabb, legkomorabb valamennyi erdé-
lyi kastély kozott Marosvécs véra, fenn a dom-
bon, a Maros vize folott, regényies tajképi hat-
tér 6lében” / “The most sober and sombre of
all Transylvanian manor houses is the castle
of Brancovenesti, placed up on the hill, above
the Mures waters, in the middle of a romantic
landscape” (BIRO 1944, 42).

= HISTORICAL GARDENS
= GRADINI ISTORICE
= TORTENETI KERTEK

T mnssylwmm Nostra

limitele aproximative ale amplasamentului ansamblului castelului Kendi-Kemény, iar cu linie
punctatd limitele aproximative ale amplasamentului corespunzator reprezentdrilor istorice, cu
intreaga intindere a parcului (insemndrile grafice si textuale sunt addugate de cdtre autoare, scala
graficd reprezentatd este estimativd) © 2016 GoogleEarth, CNES/Astrium, © Andreea MILEA

B Photo 1. Orthophoto of Brdancovenesti village (2017). The white contour with solid line represents
the approximate limits of the Kendi-Kemény Manor House ensemble, and with a dotted line the
approximate limits of the site corresponding to the historical representations, with the entire area
of the park (the graphic and textual notes belong to the author, the represented graphic scale is
estimative) © 2016 GoogleEarth, CNES/Astrium © Andreea MILEA

mentul castelului Kendi-Kemény se afld la extremitatea nordica a aseza-
rii, separat de drumul principal al satului (situat intre amplasamentul
castelului si rdul Mures) printr-o fisie ingusta de versant gi fara a fi acce-
sibil direct din acest drum. Aceastad situare a amplasamentului castelului
in cadrul limitelor satului se pastreaza in toate etapele in care avem do-
cumentatd amenajarea agezarii, incepdnd cu prima ridicare topografica
militara a Imperiului Habsburgic (1763-1787) si pana in prezent (fig. 1-5,
foto 1); dezvoltarea in suprafata a satului, desi prezentd, nu a reprezentat
un fenomen de amploare si s-a indreptat spre sud si vest.

Forma amplasamentului este neregulati. Din nou, putem distinge
aceasta situatie incéd din vechile reprezentari, incepand de data aceasta cu
cea de-a doua ridicare topografica militara a Imperiului Habsburgic (1806-
1869) — in care apare deja concret si reprezentarea parcului castelului — i
pana in prezent (fig. 2-5, foto 1).

Amplasamentul studiat se invecineaza la est cu versantul impadurit
care coboara la drumul principal al satului si valea Muregului; la nord
cu padure si terenuri agricole; la vest cu terenuri agricole; iar la sud cu
proprietati private cu gradini gi constructii (in cea mai mare parte rezi-
dentiale). Si de data aceasta, hartile istorice prezintd o situatie oarecum
similara celei actuale, aflaindu-ne intr-o zona in care satul nu inregistreaza
dezvoltari semnificative (fig. 1-5, foto 1).
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W Fig. 6. Dispunerea elementelor majore ale ansamblului castelului Kendi-Kemény: 1 — drum de
acces spre amplasament, pornind din drumul satului, 2 - alee pietonald zigzagata de acces
la castel, 3 — alee cu trepte de acces la castel, 4 - zona adiacenta limitelor sudica si esticd ale
amplasamentului, fdcand parte din versantul de legdturd dintre nivelul platformei castelului
si nivelul drumului principal al satului, 5 - aleea de acces la castel, 6 — actuald casd de poartd,
7 —podul de acces in castel, 8 — clddirea castelului, 9 - curte interioard, 10 — alee de acces in parc
prin gangul primului nivel al turnului estic, 11 — urmele fostului sant pentru apd, 12 - zona in care
sunt grupate masa memoriald a Helikon-ului Ardelean, mormadntul si monumentul lui Jdnos
KEMENY, monumentul lui Albert WASS precum si alte monumente funerare, 13 - zona platformei
castelului, 14 - zona parcului peisager, 15 - constructii si amenajdri situate la vest de castel,
16 — alee conducdnd dinspre accesul pe sit direct in zona parcului, 17 - zona terenurilor agricole si a
noilor constructii pentru programul medical, facdnd parte din suprafata initiald a parcului istoric,
18 - zona livezii, fdcand parte din suprafata initiald a parcului istoric (reconstituirea autoarei,
suprapusd unei ortofotografii © GoogleEarth 2016; scala graficd reprezentatd este estimativa)
© Andreea MILEA

W Figure 6. Placement of the major elements of the Kendi-Kemény Manor House ensemble:
1 - driveway to the site starting from the village road, 2 - winding walkway to the manor house,
3 - stepped alley to the manor house, 4 - the area adjacent to the southern and eastern limits, part of
the slope connecting the level of the manor house’s terrace to the level of the main village road,
5 - alley of access to the manor house, 6 — current gate house, 7 — bridge to the manor house,
8- manor house building, 9 - inner courtyard, 10 - alley to the park through the gangway on the
ground floor of the eastern tower, 11 - traces of the former moat, 12 - the area where the memorial
table of the Transylvanian Helikon, Jdnos KEMENY’s grave and monument, and Albert WASS's
monument, as well as other funerary monuments are grouped, 13 - terrace on which the manor house
is located, 14 - landscaped park area, 15 - buildings and other elements placed to the west of the
manor house, 16 - alley leading from the access on site straight to the park, 17 — area of farmland and
new buildings for the medical programme, part of the initial area of the historical park, 18 — area of the
orchard, part of the initial area of the historical park (reconstruction of the author, superposed over an
orthophoto © GoogleEarth 2016; the represented graphic scale is estimative) © Andreea MILEA

Relief local si dispunerea elementelor majore

B in cadrul amplasamentului, topografia este una variata, delimitand trei
zone cu caracteristici diferite: zona adiacenta limitelor sudica si estica,
facand parte din versantul relativ abrupt de legatura dintre nivelul plat-
formei castelului si nivelul drumului principal al satului; zona platformei
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to the west by farmlands; to the south by
private properties with gardens and build-
ings (mostly residential). This time also, the
historical maps present a situation similar
somewhat to the current one, being in an
area where the village does not register ma-
jor developments. (Figures 1-5, Photo 1).

Local relief and the placement of
major elements

m The topography is varied within the site,
delimiting three areas with different char-
acteristics: the area adjacent to the south-
ern and eastern limits, part of the relatively
steep slope connecting the level of the man-
or house’s terrace to the level of the main
village road; the terrace where the manor
house is located; respectively the area of
the park, with a relatively smooth slope
on its entire surface, current as well as his-
torical. The graphic representation in the
historical maps suggests — through the em-
bankment drawing (Figures 1-4) or through
the drawing of the contours (Figure 5) — the
existence of this zoning in the past as well.

The area adjacent to the southern and
eastern limits, part of the slope connecting
the level of the manor house’s terrace to
the level of the main village road (Figure 6)
takes a level difference — from the village
road to the manor house’s terrace — varying
between approx. 10 + 20 m.° The slope, as a
whole, is steeper to the east and north (hav-
ing a grade of approx. 25+35 % between
the village road and the manor house’s ter-
race) and smoother to the south (having a
grade of approx. 10 % between the village
road and the manor house’s terrace)'. This
area of the site is currently populated with
tall vegetation, thicker towards the village
road and next to the north-eastern side of
the manor house, increasingly rare next to
the manor house’s south-eastern side. This
area also houses the walkway to the manor
house.The area of the manor house’s terrace
(Figure 6) does not show significant level
differences, except the remains of the moat
around the manor house. However, in reali-
ty, the land continues to climb to the north-
west for approx. 5 m in this area, with a
grade of approx. 7 %. This area contains
the driveways to the manor house and to
the park, the manor house building, the
traces of the moat around the manor house,
but also other buildings to the west of the

9 According to the approximate measurements
with GoogleEarth tools on the aerial view of
the site and according to the contour lines with
the corresponding grade elevations shown
by OpenCycleMaps (last accessed in January
2017, at URL https://www.opencyclemap.org/).

10 Acording to the approximate measurements
with GoogleEarth tools on the aerial view of
the site and according to the contour lines with
the corresponding grade elevations shown
by OpenCycleMaps (last accessed in January
2017, at URL https://www.opencyclemap.org/).

11 Acording to the approximate measurements
with GoogleEarth tools on the aerial view of
the site and according to the contour lines with
the corresponding grade elevations shown
by OpenCycleMaps (last accessed in January
2017, at URL https://www.opencyclemap.org/).



manor house, some of them shown in the
historical maps.The area of the park (Figure
6), the largest within the site, has in general
a gentle slope (with discontinuities and in-
terruptions), climbing further to the north-
west approx. 8 m (with a grade of approx.
4%) but no further than the central area of
the whole site — coinciding currently with
the boundary between what is left as a park
and the area allotted, of the former park, to
farmlands and, more recently, to the med-
ical buildings —, after which the land is
mostly flat, descending this time approx.
3 m to the north-west, with a very gentle
grade (about 1%)."* In this area we have
three sub-areas: the first one, immediately
north of the manor house’s terrace area, the
sub-area of the surviving landscaped park,
including the memorial objects’ group (the
memorial table of the Transylvanian He-
likon, Janos KEMENY’s tomb and monu-
ment, Albert WASS’s monument, as well
as other funerary monuments); the second
sub-area, of farmlands, including more re-
cently the new medical buildings; and the
third sub-area, of the orchard.

Access elements

B The access to the manor house (Figure
6) is made by a road that emerges from the
main village road, climbing somewhat bold-
ly the slope to the level of the terrace where
the buildings are placed. From here the road
branches off, one arm leading along the con-
tour, to the east, near the edge of the terrace
and of the estate, reaching near the manor
house parallel with its south-eastern side.
With very small differences — caused most
probably by the different degrees of detail
in the representations —, all available histor-
ical maps show the same situation (Figures
1-5).A second branch of the road climbing
the slope continues to the north, leading
directly to the area of the park, north of the
manor house, and now also to the new build-
ings that emerged as facilities for the medical
programme. This second arm is shown in the
Second Military Survey of the Austrian Em-
pire (1806-1869) (Figure 2) as an alley lined
by trees on both sides. The Third Military
Survey of Austro-Hungary (1869-1887) (Fig-
ure 3) omits representing this branch, but we
find it shown schematically in the Mapping
of the Kingdom of Hungary (1869-1887) (Fig-
ure 4) (here it branches, in its turn, within the
park) and in the 1941 military survey (Figure
5) (this time without branching).The third
branch of the road climbing the slope is led to
the north-west, serving the properties neigh-
bouring the park in its historical form. With-
out it being clear whether any of the routes
shown in the First Military Survey of the
Habsburg Empire (1763-1787) (Figure 1) co-
incide with this third road, it becomes clearly
readable in all subsequent representations
(Figures 2-5).The manor house can also be

12 Acording to the approximate measurements
with GoogleEarth tools on the aerial view of
the site and according to the contour lines with
the corresponding grade elevations shown
by OpenCycleMaps (last accessed in January
2017, at URL https://www.opencyclemap.org/).
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castelului; respectiv zona parcului, in panta relativ lina pe intreaga sa des-
fagurare, actuala si istorica. Mijloacele grafice de reprezentare din hartile
istorice sugereaza — prin desenul de taluz (fig. 1-4) sau prin desenul cur-
belor de nivel (fig. 5) — existenta acestei zonificari si in trecut.

Zona adiacentd limitelor sudicd i esticd, facdnd parte din versantul
de legatura dintre nivelul platformei castelului gi nivelul drumului prin-
cipal al satului, (fig. 6) preia o diferenta de nivel — de la drumul satului
péna la platforma castelului — variind intre cca. 10+20 m.® Versantul, in
ansamblul sdu, este mai abrupt spre est si nord (avand intre drumul sa-
tului si platforma castelului o panta de cca. 25+35%) si mai lin spre sud
(avand intre drumul satului si platforma castelului o panta de cca. 10%).%°
Aceasta zond a amplasamentului este populatd in prezent cu vegetatie
inalta, mai deasa inspre drumul satului si adiacent laturii nord-estice a
castelului, rarindu-se in dreptul laturii sud-estice a castelului. Totodata,
in aceastd zona este cuprinsa aleea pietonala de acces la castel.

Zona platformei castelului (fig. 6) nu prezinta diferente de nivel vizibi-
le semnificative, cu exceptia urmelor santului pentru ap4, de jur impreju-
rul castelului. Totusi, in realitate, terenul continua sa urce spre nord-vest,
cca. 5 m in cadrul acestei zone, avind o panta de cca. 7%.!* Aceasta zona
cuprinde drumurile de acces la castel gi in parc, cladirea castelului, ur-
mele santului pentru apa de jur imprejurul castelului, dar si alte cladiri la
vest de castel, unele dintre ele prefigurate in hartile istorice.

9 Conform masuratorilor aproximate cu ajutorul instrumentelor GoogleEarth pe ve-
derea aeriand a sitului si conform curbelor de nivel cu cotele aferente reprezentate
de OpenCycleMaps (accesat ultima data in ianuarie 2017, la URL: https://www.
opencyclemap.org/).

10 Conform masuratorilor aproximate cu ajutorul instrumentelor GoogleEarth pe ve-
derea aeriana a sitului si conform curbelor de nivel cu cotele aferente reprezentate
de OpenCycleMaps (accesat ultima datd in ianuarie 2017, la URL: https://www.
opencyclemap.org/).

11 Conform masuratorilor aproximate cu ajutorul instrumentelor GoogleEarth pe ve-
derea aeriand a sitului si conform curbelor de nivel cu cotele aferente reprezentate
de OpenCycleMaps (accesat ultima data in ianuarie 2017, la URL: https:/www.
opencyclemap.org/).

Die Burg Viéce,

B Fig. 7. Castelul vazut dinspre zona de acces intr-o gravura de secol XIX de Gusztdv MORELLI
© hereditatum.ro

W Figure 7. The manor house seen from the access area in a 19" century engraving by Gusztdv
MORELLI © hereditatum.ro
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M Foto 2. Castelul vazut de pe valea Muresului intr-o fotografie de la sfdrsitul secolului al XIX-lea © Monumente Uitate
M Foto 3. Castelul vazut de pe tdrmul stdng al vdii Muresului intr-o fotografie de la inceputul secolului al XX-lea © Biblioteca Centrald Universitard ,Lucian Blaga’,

Cluj-Napoca

M Foto 4. Castelul vazut de pe valea Muresului intr-o fotografie de la inceputul secolului al XX-lea © hereditatum.ro

B Foto 5. Intrarea in castel intr-o fotografie de la inceputul secolului al XX-lea © hereditatum.ro (autor Géza NAGY KEMENY)

W Photo 2. The manor house seen from the Mures River valley in a photograph from the end of the 19" century © Monumente Uitate

M Photo 3. The manor house seen from the left bank of the Mures River valley in a photograph from the beginning of the 20" century © Biblioteca Centrald

Universitard “Lucian Blaga’; Cluj-Napoca

M Photo 4. The manor house seen from the Mures River valley in a photograph from the beginning of the 20" century © hereditatum.ro
B Photo 5. The manor house entrance in a photograph from the beginning of the 20" century © hereditatum.ro (author Géza NAGY KEMENY)

Zona parcului (fig. 6), cea mai ampla in cadrul amplasamentului, pre-
zintd in general o panta lina (cu discontinuitati si inconsecvente), urcand
in continuare spre nord-vest, cca. 8 m (cu o panta de cca. 4%) dar nu
mai departe de partea centrala a intregului amplasament — coincizand la
ora actuald cu limita dintre ceea ce a mai rdmas ca amenajare de parc si
suprafata alocata, din fostul parc, terenurilor agricole si, mai recent, pa-
vilioanelor medicale —, dupa care terenul este aproximativ plat, cobordnd
de data aceasta c. 3 m inspre nord-vest cu o panta foarte lina (c. 1%).*2
In aceasta zona avem trei subzone: cea dintai, imediat la nord de zona
platformei castelului, subzona amenajarilor supravietuitoare ale parcului
peisager, cuprinzind si grupul obiectelor memoriale (masa memoriala a
Helikon-ului Ardelean, morméantul si monumentul lui Janos KEMENY,
monumentul lui Albert WASS precum si alte monumente funerare); cea
de-a doua, subzona devenitd a terenurilor agricole incluzand, mai recent,
noile constructii pentru programul medical; si cea de-a treia, subzona
livezii.

12 Conform masuratorilor aproximate cu ajutorul instrumentelor GoogleEarth pe
vederea aeriana a sitului si conform curbelor de nivel cu cotele aferente reprezentate
de OpenCycleMaps (accesat ultima datd in ianuarie 2017, la URL: https://www.
opencyclemap.org/).
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reached by a winding walkway (Figure 6) near
and east of the road climbing abruptly the
slope between the main village road and the
manor house’s terrace. The walkway meets
the road branch led along the south-eastern
side of the manor house near its southern
tower. The presence of the walkway is not
documented in any of the historical maps,
which may be due either to its absence or to
the minor character of the elements implied
by such a connection. Also, further east of the
winding walkway there is a stepped alley,'®
climbing in a straight line the slope near the
main village road up to the southern tower.
The main entrance to the manor house build-
ing is made on its south-eastern side, cross-
ing the traces of the moat on a small bridge
(Photos 5 and 7). The gangway-like space of
the entrance leads subsequently to the man-
or house’s inner courtyard. The entrance to

13 This alley is also graphically documented in
a 19th century representation of the manor
house created by Kéroly SZATHMARI PAP
(2012, 185).



W Foto 6. Latura nord-esticd a castelului apropiindu-
ne de el dinspre parc © hereditatum.ro
(autor Géza NAGY KEMENY)

W Photo 6. The north-eastern side of the manor house,
approaching it from the park © hereditatum.ro
(author Géza NAGY KEMENY)

the manor house’s spaces can also be made
from the east tower’s gangway and on the
manor house’s north-western side (climbing
from the former moat, through a stairway, to
the building’s first level) (Photo 10).The ac-
cess elements must have not been originally
very developed, given the rather unwelcom-
ing character of the building. Drawings and
postcards from the end of the 19" and the
beginning of the 20% century show us a main
entrance area in which one can feel, however,
a certain degree of decoration: the short vege-
tation along the manor house’s south-eastern
side, climbing plants on the manor house
walls all around the gangway on the east tow-
er’s ground floor, the pillars at the end of the
bridge’s parapets having decorative spheres
and, subsequently, sculpted lions. Nowadays,
the climbing plants have disappeared from
the manor house walls and the bridge lost its
decorative elements; short decorative vegeta-
tion is still maintained along the alley parallel
to the south-eastern side of the manor house.

The manor house and its relation-
ship with the landscape design

B The manor house in Brincovenesti has
few intentions of opening on the landscape;
it is a former fortified manor house, which
has preserved to a large extent the image of
a defensive architecture, determining J6zsef
BIRO to describe it as “the most sober and
sombre of all Transylvanian manor houses”.!*
Even the main access to the manor house
has preserved its historical character, being
preceded by a small bridge crossing the for-
mer moat, initially a drawbridge, which upon
closing was a perfect fit to the casing drawn
on the south-eastern elevation by the portal’s
frame (WEISZ 2007, 98).All available histori-
cal maps before the 20" century (Figures 1-4)
show the manor house as a rectangular build-
ing, with a square inner courtyard and prom-

14 See note 8, above.
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Amenajarile de acces

B Accesul la castel (fig. 6) este asigurat de un drum care se desprinde din
drumul principal al satului, urcdnd oarecum pieptis versantul pana la ni-
velul platformei pe care sunt situate constructiile. De aici drumul se rami-
fica, unul din brate fiind condus de-a lungul curbei de nivel, spre est, in
apropierea marginii platformei si a limitei proprietatii, ajungand in drep-
tul castelului in paralel cu latura sud-estica a acestuia. Cu foarte mici di-
ferente — datorate, probabil, mai degraba gradului diferit de detaliere a
reprezentarilor —, toate hartile istorice de care dispunem prezinta aceeasi
situatie (fig. 1-5).

Un al doilea brat al ramificatiei drumului care urca versantul continua
spre nord, conducind direct in zona parcului, desfasurat la nord de castel,
si totodata, in prezent, la noile constructii aparute ca dotari ale programului
medical. Acest al doilea brat este prefigurat in cea de-a doua ridicare topo-
graficd militard a Imperiului Austriac (1806-1869) (fig. 2) sub forma unei
alei aliniate cu arbori pe ambele laturi. Cea de-a treia ridicare topografica
militara a Austro-Ungariei (1869-1887) (fig. 3) omite reprezentarea acestui
brat, dar il regasim reprezentat schematic in cartarea Regatului Maghiar
(1869-1887) (fig. 4) (aici el se ramificd, la rindul lui, in cadrul parcului) si
in harta militara din 1941 (fig. 5) (de data aceasta fara ramificatie).

Al treilea brat al ramificatiei drumului care urca versantul este con-
dus spre nord-vest, deservind proprietatile invecinate parcului in forma
sa istorica. Fara a fi clar daca vreunul din traseele reprezentate in prima
ridicare topograficd militard a Imperiului Habsburgic (1763-1787) (fig. 1)
ar coincide cu acest al treilea brat de drum, el devine clar lizibil in toate
reprezentarile ulterioare (fig. 2-5).

La castel se mai poate ajunge si prin intermediul unei alei pietonale, con-
duse in zigzag (fig. 6) in apropiere si la est de drumul care urca pieptis versan-
tul intre drumul principal al satului si platforma castelului. Aleea pietonala
intalneste bratul de drum condus de-a lungul laturii sud-estice a castelului
in apropierea turnului sudic al acestuia. Prezenta aleii pietonale nu apare
documentatd in reprezentarile hartilor istorice, fapt care se poate datora fie
absentei sale, fie caracterului minor al amenajarilor pe care o astfel de legatu-
ra le presupune. De asemenea, si mai la est de aleea pietonala in zigzag se afla
o alee in trepte,*® urcand in linie dreapta versantul din apropierea drumului
principal al satului pana in dreptul turnului sudic.

Accesul principal in cladirea castelului se face pe latura sud-estica a
acestuia, traversdnd pe un mic pod urmele gantului pentru apa (foto 5, 7).
Spatiul de tip gang al intrarii conduce ulterior in curtea interioara a caste-
lului. Accesul in spatiile castelului este posibil si din gangul turnului estic
si de pe latura nord-vesticd a castelului (urcand din fostul sant pentru ap4,
prin intermediul unei scari, pand in dreptul primului nivel al clddirii)
(foto 10).

Amenajarile de acces trebuie sa fi avut la origine un grad mic de elabo-
rare dat fiind caracterul mai degraba neprimitor al constructiei. Reprezen-
tari si ilustrate de la sfargitul secolului al XIX-lea si inceputul secolului al
XX-lea ne prezintd o zona a intrarii principale in castel in care se simte, to-
tusi, un oarecare grad de decorativism: vegetatie marunta de-a lungul laturii
sud-estice a castelului, plante agédtatoare pe peretii castelului de jur impre-
jurul gangului de la parterul turnului estic, stalpii de capat ai parapetelor
podului prevézuti cu sfere decorative si, ulterior, cu lei sculptati. La ora
actuala plantele agatatoare au disparut de pe peretii castelului iar podul si-a
pierdut elementele decorative; o vegetatie marunta decorativa este, in conti-
nuare, intretinuta de-a lungul aleii paralele cu latura sud-estica a castelului.

13 Aceasta alee este documentata grafic si intr-o reprezentare de secol XIX a castelului
executatd de SZATHMARI PAP Karoly (2012, 185).
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Castelul si relatia lui cu amenajarile exterioare

B Castelul din Brancovenesti prezinta putine intentii de deschidere cétre
amenajarile exterioare; este un fost castel-cetate, care a pastrat in mare
parte imaginea unei arhitecturi defensive, determinandu-l pe Jézsef BIRO
sa il caracterizeze drept ,,cel mai sobru si mai sumbru dintre toate castelele
ardelene”.** Pana si accesul principal in castel gi-a pastrat caracterul isto-
ric, fiind precedat de un mic pod traversand fostul sant cu apa, pod initial
mobil, care la inchidere se potrivea perfect in chenarul delimitat pe pere-
tele fatadei sud-estice de ancadramentul portalului (WEISZ 2007, 98).Toate
hartile istorice premergatoare secolului al XX-lea de care dispunem (fig.
1-4) infatiseaza castelul sub forma unei constructii rectangulare, cu curte
interioara patrata gi colturile exterioare proeminente, cel putin planime-
tric daca nu si volumetric. Harta militard din 1941 omite reprezentarea
castelului, a carui prezentd o semnaleaza prin insemnarea ,,Ks.” (probabil
prescurtarea cuvantului kastély, adica castel in limba maghiara) (fig. 5).

In prezent, castelul este, in continuare, o cladire rectangulara cu patru
turnuri proeminente de colt, indltdndu-se deasupra terenului pe trei nive-
luri pentru cele patru aripi ale sale, respectiv pe patru niveluri pentru tur-
nurile de colt. Daca pentru cele doua turnuri mai mici, cel nordic si cel ves-
tic, cel de-al patrulea nivel este unul orb (fara ferestre), turnurile mai mari,
cel sudic si cel estic, dispun de deschideri gi spatii locuibile pe toate cele
patru niveluri ale lor, turnul estic cu deschidere chiar pe intregul perimetru.

Ferestrele castelului sunt mici, de tip ,,gol impuscat”, nu foarte nume-
roase. Urmarind materialul iconografic disponibil (gravuri, dar si ilustrate
si fotografii de la sfargitul secolului al XIX-lea si inceputul secolului al
XX-lea, fig. 7, foto 2-4, 6), putem observa modificari survenite in numarul
si distributia golurilor, unele dintre ele alterndnd intre a fi reprezentate ca
goluri cu ferestre sau goluri oarbe (inchise).

Refacerile acoperigurilor, chiar daca au produs modificari ale volume-
triei acestora, nu au adus schimbari semnificative privind relationarea cu
exteriorul; micile lucarne prezente in unele dintre imagini nu puteau ser-
vi decét la aerisirea podurilor.

14 Vezi nota 8, mai sus.

M Foto 7. Latura sud-esticd a castelului © Andreea MILEA, 2009
M Photo 7. The south-eastern side of the manor house © Andreea MILEA, 2009
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inent outer corners, at least as layout if not in
volume. The 1941 military survey omits the
representation of the manor house, the pres-
ence of which is signalled by the “Ks.” mark-
ing (probably the abbreviation of the word
kastély, meaning manor house in Hungarian)
(Figure 5).Nowadays, the manor house is still
a rectangular building with four protruding
corner towers, rising above the terrain on
three levels for its four wings, respectively
on four levels for the corner towers. If for the
two smaller towers, the northern and western
ones, the fourth level is a blind one (without
windows), the larger towers, the southern and
eastern ones, have openings and living spac-
es on all four levels, the eastern tower on its
whole perimeter.The manor house’s windows
are small, and not very many. Following the
available iconographic material (engravings,
but also postcards and photographs from the
end of the 19" and the beginning of the 20®
century, Figure 7, Photos 2-4, 6), we notice
modifications in the number and distribution
of the openings; some of them alternate being
represented as real windows or as blind win-
dows (closed).The modifications of the roofs,
even if they altered their volumes, did not
bring significant changes regarding the rela-
tionship with the exterior; the small dormers
present in some of the images could only serve
to ventilate the attics.Regarding the relation-
ship of the manor house spaces with the out-
side, the most significant observations refer to
the small balconies and exterior galleries, as
well as to the alterations of the eastern tower.
Period images (Figure 7, Photos 2 and 3) signal
the presence of some unused stone brackets
on the south-eastern elevation, but also on
the faces of the western and northern towers,
their existence indicating a previous use or
need. We find this situation both at the time
of the eastern tower as low building (Figure 7,
Photo 2), as well as following its raising (Photo
3). A while after the eastern tower was raised,
there appears on the south-eastern elevation a
wooden balcony supported by existing stone
brackets (Photo 4). At this stage it is an open,
uncovered balcony. Its privileged position, at
the last level of the south-eastern elevation,
facing the Mures River valley, undoubtedly
offered a generous view on the surroundings.
Without having, for the moment, illustrations
as evidence, we may suppose that, along with
reusing the brackets of the south-eastern side
and building the balcony, the same could
have been implemented in the case of the
western and northern towers, also equipped
with stone brackets on the third level, where
we currently also find wooden balconies, sim-
ilar to wall-walks, offering viewpoints on the
park (Photo 10). At the time of the on-site vis-
it, in 2009, all three balconies (galleries) were
covered in a brutal manner with corrugated
iron supported by a timber structure (Photos 7
and 10). The north-western elevation still has
the two stone brackets on the second level, as
possible supports for a former small balcony
(Photo 10). We have iconographic documen-
tation for the eastern tower in two of its stages.
In the first one (Figure 7, Photo 2), before the
modifications from the end of the 19" century,
the tower presents itself as a building on two
levels: a ground floor for the gangway crossing



M Foto 8. Turnul estic al castelului © Andreea MILEA,
2009

B Photo 8. The manor house’s eastern tower
© Andreea MILEA, 2009

to the park, thus an open space, and an upper
floor, also opened as a large veranda with a
view on the Mureg River valley. In the second
stage (Photos 3-4, and 6), subsequent to the
modifications from the end of the 19" centu-
ry, the tower receives a height of four levels,
the veranda being raised to the fourth level,
the intermediate levels receiving closed spaces,
and the ground floor still housing the gangway;
thus, the perspective offered from the veranda
became larger. This last stage of the eastern
tower also corresponds to the current situation
(Photos 7 and 8).The typology of building with
inner courtyard, in itself, suggests a rather in-
troverted character of the spaces. The inventory
from 1648 informs us on the existence of the
wooden gallery resting on pillars, on three sides
of the courtyard (SEBESTYEN & SEBESTYEN
1963, 98-99). Currently, the courtyard is lined
on all four sides by a closed gallery on the first
floor, raised on pillars that form a portico at
ground floor level.

Landscape design™

B As we mentioned in the Introduction, an
inventory from 1648 signalled the presence
around the manor house of the moat and pal-
isades, of a small octagonal summer house in
front of the entrance, of a well in the court-

15 Taking into account the specifics of landscape
architecture and of the elements with which it
works, for the study of the historical park land-
scaping we consider the following aspects to
be of interest: the style of the park’s landscap-
ing; the delimitation of the areas with a differ-
ent character; the compositional principles of
the design; the placement of circulation routes,
their hierarchy, and the treatment of the step-
ping surfaces; the placement of the vegetation,
the height of the specimens and species used;
the presence of ornamental buildings, of orna-
mental objects, and of outdoor furniture. On
this subject, see also the publication of Albert
FEKETE (2007, 13-21).
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In ceea ce priveste relatia spatiilor castelului cu exteriorul, cele mai sem-
nificative observatii se referd la micile balcoane si galerii exterioare, precum
si la transformarile aduse turnului estic. Imagini de epoca (fig. 7, foto 2-3)
semnaleaza prezenta unor console de piatra nefolosite pe fatada sud-estic3,
dar si pe fetele turnurilor vestic si nordic, existenta lor indicand totusi o utili-
zare sau necesitate anterioara. Regasim aceasta situatie atat pe vremea turnu-
lui estic ca si constructie joasa (fig. 7, foto 2), cat i ulterior inaltarii sale (foto
3). Dupa un timp de la inaltarea turnului estic, apare pe fatada sud-estica
un balcon din lemn sustinut pe consolele de piatra preexistente (foto 4). in
aceasta etapa este vorba de un balcon deschis, descoperit. Pozitia privilegi-
atd a balconului, la ultimul nivel al fatadei sud-estice, indreptata spre valea
Muresului, oferea, de buna seama, o perspectiva generoasa asupra impreju-
rimilor. Fara sa dispunem, pentru moment, de imagini doveditoare, putem
presupune ca odata cu refolosirea consolelor laturii sud-estice si construirea
balconului, s-ar fi putut proceda asemanator in cazul turnurilor vestic si nor-
dic, dotate de asemenea cu console de piatra la cel de-al treilea nivel, unde la
ora actuald regasim de asemenea balcoane le lemn, ca niste galerii de garda,
oferind astfel puncte de belvedere asupra parcului (foto 10). La vremea vizita-
rii sitului, in anul 2009, toate cele trei balcoane (galerii) erau acoperite intr-o
maniera bruta cu tabla ondulata sustinuta de o structura de lemn (foto 7, 10).
Fatada nord-vestica dispune in continuare de doua console de piatra la cel
de-al doilea nivel, ca posibile sustinétoare ale unui fost mic balcon (foto 10).

Turnul estic 1l avem documentat iconografic in doud din ipostazele sale.
In prima ipostaza (fig. 7, foto 2), premergatoare modificarilor de sfarsit de
secol XIX, turnul se prezinta ca o constructie pe doud niveluri: un parter des-
tinat gangului de trecere spre parc, prin urmare un spatiu deschis, si un etaj
de asemenea deschis sub forma unei ample verande cu priveliste spre valea
Muresului. In cea de-a doua ipostazi (foto 3-4, 6), ulterioara modificarilor de
sfargit de secol XIX, turnul primeste inéltime de patru niveluri, veranda fiind
inaltata la ultimul nivel, nivelurile intermediare primind spatii inchise, iar
parterul gazduind in continuare gangul de traversare; astfel, perspectiva ofe-
ritd de la nivelul verandei a dobandit amploare si mai mare. Aceasta ultima
ipostaza a turnului estic corespunde si situatiei actuale (foto 7-8).

Insasi tipologia cladirii cu curte interioara sugereaza caracterul mai de-
graba introvertit al spatiilor. Inventarul din 1648 ne informeaza asupra exis-
tentei unei galerii de lemn agezata pe stalpi, inconjurdnd curtea pe trei laturi
(SEBESTYEN & SEBESTYEN 1963, 98-99). in prezent, curtea este marginita
pe toate cele patru laturi ale sale de o galerie inchisa situata la nivelul eta-
jului int4i, ridicata pe stalpi care formeaza un portic la nivelul parterului.

M Foto 10. Latura nord-vesticd a castelului
© Andreea MILEA, 2009

B Photo 10. The north-western side of the
manor house © Andreea MILEA, 2009

W Foto 9. Gangul turnului estic, de acces spre parc
© Andreea MILEA, 2009

W Photo 9. The eastern tower’s gangway, of entrance
to the park © Andreea MILEA, 2009
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M Foto 11. Parcul peisager © Andreea MILEA, 2009
M Photo 11. Landscaped park © Andreea MILEA, 2009

Amenajarea exterioara”

B Un inventar din 1648 semnala prezenta in jurul cetétii a santului si
paldncilor,’® a unei case de vara octogonale de mici dimensiuni in fata
intrarii, a unei fantdni in curte, precum si existenta a trei gradini care
apartineau de cetate (SEBESTYEN & SEBESTYEN1963, 98-99). intinderea
griadinilor la momentul respectiv ne este, pentru moment necunoscuta,
aga cum necunoscute ne sunt gi caracterul acestor gradini (utilitare sau de
agrement), respectiv amenajarile lor.

Fara a delimita propriu-zis vreo gradind aferenta castelului, prima ridica-
re topografica militara a Imperiului Habsburgic (1763-1787) (fig. 1) reprezinta
grafic atét topografia locului cét si suprafetele impadurite semnificative care se
desfagoara la nord de castel. Totugi, intre castel gi padure, pe o suprafata deloc
neglijabila, maniera de reprezentare a arborilor este diferita fata de cea adoptata
pentru zona impéadurita (arbori mai mici si mai rari fatd de cei mari si desi din
padure), ceea ce ar putea semnala o suprafata plantatd in mod intentionat. La
o suprapunere a hartilor istorice succesive, aceasta suprafata ar fi inclusa in
suprafata parcului delimitat, dupa cum vom vedea, in reprezentarile ulterioare.

Cea de-a douaridicare topografica militara a Imperiului Austriac (1806-
1869) (fig. 2) delimiteaza grafic parcul castelului (Schlofs Br Kemény), tra-
sand propriu-zis o limitd, adoptand conventii grafice complet diferite pen-
tru paduri (suprafatd cenusie) si gradini plantate (mici arbori rasfirati), si
sugerand totodata existenta unei alei delimitata pe ambele laturi cu arbori
in aliniament (a se vedea si Amenajdrile de acces).

Cea de-a treia ridicare topograficad militara a Austro-Ungariei (1869-
1887) (fig. 3) prezinta aparent aceeasi situatie, doar cu mijloace grafice
mai putin evidente gi cu un grad mai mic de detaliu. Astfel, diferenta din-
tre padure si parcul castelului (Schl.), desi prezentd, este mai putin clara,
iar aleea descrisa anterior de data aceasta nu este reprezentatd. Cartarea
Regatului Maghiar (1869-1887) (fig. 4), readuce detaliul in reprezentare

15 Luand in considerare specificul arhitecturii peisagere si a elementelor cu care ea lu-
creazd, pentru studiul amenajarilor parcurilor istorice consideram ca sunt de interes
urmadtoarele aspecte: stilul amenajarii parcului; delimitarea zonelor cu caracter diferit;
pricipiile compozitionale la care s-a recurs in amenajare; dispunerea traseelor de circu-
latie, ierarhia acestora si tratarea suprafetei de célcare; dispunerea vegetatiei, indltimea
exemplarelor vegetale si speciile intrebuintate; prezenta constructiilor ornamentale, a
obiectelor ornamentale si a mobilierului de parc. Pentru acest subiect, a se vedea publi-
catia lui Albert FEKETE (2007, 13-21).

16,,PALANCA, paldnci, s.f. 1. (inv.) Palisadi [...] 2. (Reg.) Nume dat unor constructii rudimentare,
folosite ca gard, ca adapost pentru animale etc. [...]” (COTEANU et al. 1998, 740).
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M Photo 12. Memorial table of the Transylvanian Helikon © Andreea MILEA, 2009

yard, as well as the existence of three gar-
dens belonging to the castle (SEBESTYEN
& SEBESTYEN1963, 98-99). The area of the
gardens at the time is, for the moment, not
known, as are the characteristics of these gar-
dens (utilitarian or leisure), respectively their
landscaping.

Without actually delimiting any gar-
dens belonging to the manor house, the
First Military Survey of the Habsburg Em-
pire (1763-1787) (Figure 1) shows both the
site’s topography as well as the significant
wooded areas north of the manor house.
However, between the manor house and
the forest, on a far from negligible area, the
manner of representing the trees is different
from the one used for the woodland (small-
er and rarer trees than the great and dense
ones for the forest), which might signal an
intentionally planted area. On a superposi-
tion of the successive historical maps, this
area would be included in the delimited
park area, as we shall see in subsequent
representations.The Second Military Sur-
vey of the Austrian Empire (1806-1869)
(Figure 2) delimits graphically the manor
house park (Schlofs Br Kemény), actually
drawing a boundary, adopting completely
different graphic conventions for forests
(grey area) and planted gardens (small scat-
tered trees), at the same time suggesting the
existence of an alley lined with trees on
both sides (see also Access elements).The
Third Military Survey of Austro-Hungary
(1869-1887) (Figure 3) apparently presents
the same situation, only with less obvious
graphic means and with a lower degree of
detail. Thus, the difference between the
forest and the manor house park (Schl.), al-
though present, is less clear, and the previ-
ously described alley is not represented this
time. The Mapping of the Kingdom of Hun-
gary (1869-1887) (Figure 4), brings back
the detail in the representation through
the clear differentiation of the area of the
manor house’s park (Schl. Br. Kemény along
which, this time, the castle garden, vdrkert,



is explicitly mentioned) from that of the
forest, and by the separation of the park’s
surface into three areas; thus, the road that
enters directly into the park crossing to
the west from the manor house, branches
once it enters the park, separating areas
with similar dimensions. The three areas
have a similar representation, of scattered
trees, with different densities from one area
to the other; their placement probably be-
longs more to the graphic convention than
to suggesting the real planting model.The
1941 military survey (Figure 5) preserves
the limits of the manor house park (Ks.), the
differentiation of the park from the forest,
but gives up on the representation of one of
the previously described alleys; the shown
alley is found in the boundaries of the cur-
rent areas of the site (see Local relief and the
placement of major elements).The free plac-
ing of the preserved arborescent vegetation,
resembling a rare forest, associated with
the naturalness of the landforms, encourag-
es us to suppose that the design of the 19"
century manor house park corresponded
to the landscaped style'®. The romantic as-
pect of framing the sombre fortified manor
house in an apparently natural forest, the
existence of the moat’s traces, the lack of
rigorously drawn paths, the inclusion of
the group of monuments scattered under
the trees near a clearing, all fall within the
sought-for effects of the landscaping style
of garden design. To the above-mentioned
elements are added the size of the park and
not least the difficulty in establishing its
limits, aided here by the irregularity of the
landforms, but also by the irregularity of
the park’s actual limits: looking both from
the surroundings to the manor house’s site,
as well as from the manor house’s site to
the surroundings, the park seems to blend
into the neighbouring forest and landscape.
Several period images show details of the
landscaped park’s design. Gusztiv MOREL-
LI's engraving from the 19" century (Figure
7) shows the tall vegetation’s distancing
from the manor house’s building, which
can be thus fully perceived, and also the
abundance of massive conifer specimens to
the west of the manor house. Parallel with
the manor house’s south-eastern side we
notice an area with short plants, probably
defining a decorative surface in front of the
entrance. To the east of the manor house’s
building, deciduous tree specimens begin
to be distinguished. Climbing plants are led
on the manor house’s building, on the en-
tire ground floor level of the eastern tower,
and several seedlings of decorative bushes
are planted in next to the southern tower.A
photograph from the end of the 19" centu-
ry (Photo 2), looking at the manor house’s
site from the Mures River valley, confirms
the hypothesis of a very good connection,
regarding the imagery, between the manor
house park and the forest, but also shows
us the vegetation density on the slope con-
necting the manor house’s terrace to the

16 For a more comprehensive description of the
characteristics of the landscaped garden
design style, see the publication of Ana-Felicia
ILIESCU (2003, 64).
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prin diferentierea clard a suprafetei parcului castelului (Schl. Br. Kemény
alaturi de care, de data aceasta, apare explicit mentionata vdrkert, gradina
cetdtii) de cea a padurii si prin separarea suprafetei parcului in trei zone;
astfel, drumul care accede direct in parc trecand la vest de castel, odata in-
trat in parc se bifurcd separdnd zone de amploare oarecum similara. Cele
trei zone au o reprezentare asemanatoare, de arbori rasfirati, cu densitati
diferite de la o zona la alta; dispunerea lor tine probabil mai mult de con-
ventia grafica decat de sugerarea modelului real de plantare.

Harta militara din 1941 (fig. 5) pastreaza limitele parcului castelului
(Ks.), diferentierea parcului de padure, dar renunta la reprezentarea uneia
dintre aleile descrise anterior; aleea reprezentata se regaseste in delimita-
rile zonelor actuale ale amplasamentului (a se vedea Relief local si dispu-
nerea elementelor majore).

Modelul liber de dispunere a vegetatiei arborescente pastrate, asema-
nétor unei paduri rare, asociat cu naturaletea formelor terenului, ne in-
deamna sad presupunem ca amenajarea parcului din secolul al XIX-lea al
castelului corespundea stilului peisager.'” Aspectul romantic al incadrarii
sobrului castel-cetate intr-o padure aparent naturald, existenta urmelor
santului de aparare, lipsa uneor trasee de circulatie riguros trasate, in-
cluderea grupului de monumente rasfirate sub arbori in apropierea unui
luminis, toate se inscriu in efectele cautate ale stilului peisager de amena-
jare a parcurilor. La cele mentionate se adauga amploarea parcului si nu
in ultimul rind dificultatea de a-i distinge limitele, ajutata aici de neregu-
laritatea formelor de relief, dar si de neregularitatea limitelor propriu-zise
ale parcului: privind atat din imprejurimi spre amplasamentul castelului
céat si de pe amplasamentul castelului spre imprejurimi, parcul pare sa se
contopeasca in padurea si peisajul invecinat.

Cateva imagini de epocd ne semnaleaza detalii ale amenajarii parcului
peisager. Gravura din secolul al XIX-lea a lui Gusztav MORELLI (fig. 7) sem-
naleaza distantierea vegetatiei inalte fata de cladirea castelului, care astfel
poate fi perceput in intregime, si totodata abundenta exemplarelor masive de
conifere la vest de castel. in paralel cu latura sud-estica a castelului observam
o zona cu plante de mica inaltime, definind probabil o suprafata cu caracter
decorativ in fata intrarii. La est de cladirea castelului incep sd se distinga
exemplare arborescente foioase. Pe cladirea castelului, pe intregul registru
parter al turnului estic sunt conduse plante cataratoare, iar in imediata apro-
piere a turnului sudic sunt plantati citiva puieti de arbusti decorativi.

O fotografie de la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea (foto 2), privind ampla-
samentul castelului de pe valea Muresului, confirma ipoteza unei foarte
bune imbinari, la nivel de imagine, intre parcul castelului si padure, dar
ne arata totodatd si densitatea vegetatiei pe versantul care face trecerea
dintre platforma castelului si vale. Aceeasi situatie o putem observa mai
tarziu, dupa indltarea turnului estic, in fotografii de la inceputul secolului
al XX-lea (foto 3-4).

Grija pentru caracterul decorativ al amenajarii in imediata apropiere a
intrarii in castel o putem observa din nou intr-o imagine de la inceputul
secolului al XX-lea (foto 5), care ne aratd dispunerea puietilor de arbusti
decorativi aliniati de-a lungul santului ce margineste latura sud-estica a
cladirii. Aleea conducénd prin gangul turnului estic in parc pare sa se fi
bucurat in epoca de aceeasi grija: o regasim si pe ea, la inceputul secolu-
lui al XX-lea (foto 6), aliniata regulat pe ambele laturi cu puieti de arbusti
decorativi. Ultimele doua imagini amintite oferd totodata indicii despre
aleile amenajate de-a lungul laturilor sud-esticd, respectiv nord-estica a
castelului: acestea par sa fi fost simple alei prunduite.

Asa cum am amintit deja (a se vedea Relief local si dispunerea ele-
mentelor majore), la ora actuald amenajarile peisagere ale parcului sunt

17 Pentru o prezentare detaliatd a caracteristicilor stilului peisager de amenajare a
gradinilor, a se vedea publicatia lui Ana-Felicia ILIESCU (2003, 58-62).
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restrinse pe o suprafatd considerabil mai mica decét cea initiald, grupata
in jurul castelului, indeosebi inspre sud, est, respectiv nord. Dispunerea
vegetatiei mature pe teren gi-a pastrat naturaletea (foto 11), dar unele deta-
lii si-au pierdut din rafinament: aleile amintite anterior fie au fost asfaltate
(foto 7), fie gi-au pierdut suprafata prunduita, devenind simple alei de pa-
mant (foto 9); caracterul ornamental al vegetatiei in dreptul fatadei sud-es-
tice a intrarii a devenit mai putin coerent, amestecand diverse specii, fara
o regula anume; iar monumentele din parc au pierdut din romantismul
imaginii prin aparitia unor imprejmuiri de protectie (foto 12-14).

Concluzie

M Datoritd, in bund masura, folosirii sale continue, castelul Kendi-Kemény
din Brincovenesti se afla intr-o stare bun4, chiar daca unele modificari i-au
fost aduse si, prin aceasta, unele valori s-au pierdut (s-au pierdut detalii pre-
cum leii sculptati agezati pe vremuri de o parte si de alta a intrarii pe pod, po-
dul insusi a suferit modificari, balcoanele-galerie au fost alterate prin adauga-
rea unor structuri de acoperire, mormintele si masa memoriala a Helikon-ului
Ardelean au primit ingradiri de protectie etc.). Suprafata parcului, ramanand
vizibile delimitarile istorice, se prezinta la ora actuald sub forma unor zone
cu caracter extrem de diferit. O zona pastrata ca parc de agrement cu carac-
ter peisager; o a doua zona cu terenuri agricole si insertii construite recent
preluadnd programul medical mutat din castel; si o a treia zona, de asemenea
cu caracter utilitar, sub forma unei livezi. Probabilitatea pastrarii functiuni-
lor utilitare pe sit este mare, cel putin pentru perioada imediat urmatoare.
Pastrarea programului medical pe sit are avantajele si dezavantajele sale in
relatie cu ansamblul istoric. Dezavantajul constad in ocuparea suprafetei fos-
tului parc cu noi constructii, modificAnd caracterul locului. Avantajul consta
in necesitatea credrii de amenajari exterioare, benefice pentru pacienti, pe
care un astfel de program o presupune, dand astfel ocazia reluérii functiunii
de destindere cu amenajari corespunzitoare pentru o parte din suprafetele
ocupate la ora actuald de terenuri agricole sau livezi. Totusi, chiar luand in
considerare acest posibil avantaj, in lipsa unor documente tehnice (planuri
ale amenajarii istorice) si ale urmelor fostelor amenajari pe sit, decizia unor
amenajari inovatoare va avea de confruntat dificultatea alegerilor concrete
in proiectare pentru a raspunde statutului actual al sitului, de ansamblu mo-
nument istoric, din care face parte un parc clasat drept monument istoric. in
ceea ce privegte zona pastrata la ora actuala ca parc de agrement, principala

valley. The same situation can be noted
later, after the raising of the eastern tower,
in photographs from the beginning of the
20% century (Photos 3 and 4).The care for
the decorative character of the landscaping
in the vicinity of the entrance to the man-
or house can be observed again in an im-
age from the beginning of the 20" century
(Photo 5), which shows us the placement
of the decorative seedlings aligned along
the moat that limits the south-eastern side
of the building. The alley leading through
the gangway of the eastern tower seems to
have enjoyed the same care: we find it too,
at the beginning of the 20" century (Pho-
to 6), regularly lined on both sides with
decorative bush seedlings. The last two
mentioned images also offer clues on the
alleys designed along the south-eastern, re-
spectively north-eastern sides of the manor
house: they seem to have been simple grav-
elled alleys.As we have already mentioned
(see Local relief and the placement of major
elements), nowadays the landscaping of the
park is reduced on a considerably small-
er surface than the initial one, grouped
around the manor house, especially to the
south, east, and north. The placing of the
mature vegetation on the terrain preserved
its naturalness (Photo 11), but some de-
tails have lost in refinement: the previous-
ly mentioned alleys were either asphalted
(Photo 7), or lost their gravelled surface,
becoming simple earthen alleys (Photo 9);
the ornamental nature of the vegetation in
front of the south-eastern entrance eleva-
tion became less coherent, mixing different
species without a particular rule; the mon-
uments in the park lost their romanticism
through the apparition of protective fences
(Photos 12-14).

Conclusion

W Due largely to its continuous use, the
Kendi-Kemény Manor House in Branco-
venesti is in a good state of preservation,

W Foto 13. Mormantul si monumentul funerar al lui Jdnos KEMENY in parcul
peisager © Andreea MILEA, 2009

W Photo 13. The tomb and funerary monument of Jdnos KEMENY in the 2009
landscaped park © Andreea MILEA, 2009
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W Foto 14. Monumente funerare in parcul peisager © Andreea MILEA, 2009
B Photo 14. Funerary monuments in the landscaped park © Andreea MILEA,



even if it suffered some alterations and,
through them, some values have been lost
(details were lost, such as the sculpted li-
ons, once placed on both sides of the en-
trance to the bridge, the bridge itself was
altered, the gallery-balconies were altered
though the addition of covering struc-
tures, the graves and memorial table of
the Transylvanian Helikon received pro-
tective enclosures, etc.). The surface of the
park, with the historic limits still visible,
currently has several areas with extremely
different characteristics. An area was pre-
served as a landscaped leisure park; a sec-
ond area with farmlands and recently built
insertions for the medical programme
transferred from the manor house; and a
third area, also utilitarian, as an orchard.
The probability of preserving the utilitar-
ian functions on the site is large, at least
for the near future. Preserving the medical
programme on the site has its advantages
and disadvantages related to the historical
ensemble. The disadvantage is occupy-
ing the area of the former park with new
buildings, altering the nature of the place.
The advantage is the necessity, given by
this type of programme, of creating land-
scape design elements, beneficial for the
patients, thus presenting the occasion for a
part of the surfaces currently occupied by
farmland or orchards, to return to the lei-
sure function, with appropriate elements.
However, even taking into account this
possible advantage, lacking technical doc-
uments (plans of the historical landscape
design) and traces of the former elements
on the site, the decision of innovative de-
signs will have to confront the difficulty
of concrete design choices in order to an-
swer to the site’s current status, of historic
building, to which a listed historic park
belongs. Regarding the area preserved cur-
rently as leisure park, its main value rests
in the trees, both as preserved specimens
as well as through the way their placing
follows the principles of the landscaped
style. The objects present in the park — the
funerary monuments, the memorial table
of the Transylvanian Helikon - add to the
value of the surviving historic park. But
maybe even more important than the al-
ready mentioned elements is the preser-
vation of the landscaping traces from the
times of the fortified manor house (the
works delimiting the moat), reminding
us of the initial, defensive function of the
ensemble. The place of the Kendi-Kemény
Manor House in the history of Transylva-
nian architecture is clearly stated by J6zsef
BIRO: ,,if it had not endured, we would not
be able to form an accurate enough picture
about the architecture of the old Transyl-
vanian castles.”"’

17 ,ha nem maradt volna fenn, nem is alkothat-
nank eléggé hiv képet Erdély régi varépitésze-
térél” (BIRO 1944, 42).
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ei valoare consta in vegetatia arborescentd, atat ca exemplare pastrate cét si
prin modul in care dispunerea acestora sustine principiile stilului peisager
de amenajare. Obiectele prezente in parc — monumentele funerare, masa
memoriald a Helikon-ului Ardelean — adauga si ele valoare parcului istoric
supravietuitor. Dar poate si mai importanta decat cele deja mentionate este
pastrarea urmelor de amenajare a terenului din vremurile castelului-cetate
(lucrérile de teren delimitdnd gantul pentru apa), amintindu-ne functiunea
initiald, defensiva, a ansamblului. Locul castelului Kendi-Kemény in istoria
arhitecturii transilvanene este precizat extrem de clar de catre Jozsef BIRO:
»daca nu ar fi dainuit, nici nu ne-am fi putut forma o imagine suficient de
precisa despre arhitectura vechilor cetéti transilvdanene”.*®
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