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Attila Istvan Szekeres

THE SUN AND CRESCENT IN THE SEAL
OF THE SZEKLER COMMUNITY

During the 12 and the 13® centuries, the Szekler
(Hungarian: Székely) Community was colonized
by the Hungarian kings in the South-Eastern part
of Transylvania. The Szeklers occupied a compact
territory, where the settlers instituted their own
administrative and juridical structures, called ‘chairs’.
Receiving, all of them, the privileged stazus of a free
community, the Szeklers were in turn expected to
defend the boundaries of the Kingdom and to take
part to the wars. During the next centuries, the
Szeklers strengthened their position in that part of
Kingdom of Hungary; as example, in 1437, when
the peasant uprising occurred in Transylvania, the
Szekler ‘chairs” entered in association with the nobles
of the counties and with the Saxon communities,
and all these forces succeeded to defeat the rebels.

In the years of the autonomous Principality of
Transylvania, the delegates of the three ‘estates’ were
attending the Diets of the realm. As a consequence,
the symbols of these ‘estates’ started to be used,
initially without any formal enactment. The first
appeared the seal of the Saxon community, and then
the one of the Szekler community. The symbol of the
counties appeared by the middle of the 16" century.

Eventually, the conjoined symbols of the three
communities were displayed for the first time upon
the medal dedicated to voivode Christophor Bathori,
brother of the Polish king Stephen Béthory. However,
neither the symbols of the Saxons, nor these of the
Szeklers were corresponding with the ones previously
used. These new elements became permanent during
the reigns of several princes, being displayed upon
their seals and coins, together with their family arms.
The formal enactment of the symbols of the three
‘estates’ took place in 1659, upon the occasion of the
Diet hold at Sebes (Szédszsebes). The Szekler’s symbol
has been since a sun and a crescent (or a faced moon),
the latter turned to dexter, as well as to sinister. In
the same time, the counties got as symbol an issuant
eagle, while the Saxon community was depicted as
seven tours. The three seals had to be used together,

in order to ratify the documents issued by the Diet.
The seal of the Szeklers remained in use until the
middle 19" century, being preserved since then, as
a part of Transylvanian Museum Society’s collection
(now as a part of National Museum of Transylvanian
History’s collection).?

The seal of the Szekler (Székely) community

The heraldic literature mentions an old and
a new Szekler coat of arms. The first is defined as
an armour-plated arm, turned to the right and bent
in the elbow holding a sword which pierces a bear-
head, a heart and a crown in a blue field.? The latter
is much simpler, consisting of a shield Azure, with
a sun (sometimes without eyes, nose and mouth) on
the dexter, and a crescent moon on the sinister.*

At the end of the Middle-Age and in the early
New-Age the symbols of a community were often
visualized in the most frequented recepracle of the
community, in the church.

We can see a coat of arms on one of the corbels in
the apsis of the reformed church in Mugeni (Bigiz). It
shows an arm holding a sword piercing a bear-head
and a heart, growing out of a crown in the slightly
oblong, late-gothic shield. All the elements of the so
called old Szekler coat of arms appear on this. The
coat of arms appeared in the second half of the 15
century, together with the vault of the apsis.’

On one of the three shielded corbels in the apsis of
the Unitarian fortified church in Dérju (Székelyderzs)
we can see the old Szekler coat of arms. The Szekler
coat of arms shows in an arch-bridged shield a right
arm reaching back, turned down, bent in the elbow
and holding a sword. Under the upper-arm we can
see a pentacle, under which there is a crescent moon
bending downwards. The crown, the bear-head and
the heart are no longer included on this coat of arms,
and some new elements appear on it, namely the star
and the crescent moon. The coat of arms was made

! Conference presentation on the 4" International Sigillographical
Conference in Kiev at 22/24 Novenber 2013.
2 Archive number: E 3900.

3 TAGANYI Kiroly 1880, 10.
4Ibid., 10-11.
5 DAVID Liszlé 1981, 86.
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in 1490, being of the same age as the vault of the
apsis.

We can see an ensemble of eight coats of arms
painted on the vault of the apsis of the Reformed
church in Daia (Székelyddlya). The ensemble includes
the coats of arms of King Vladislaus II of Hungary,
Leonard Barlabdssy Transylvanian vice-voivode and
Szekler vice-comes, the coat of arms of the Szekler
community, of the Saxon community, the coats
of arms of the cities Brasov (Brass6—Kronstadt),
Sibiu (Nagyszeben—Hermannstadt) and Sighisoara
(Segesvar—Schissburg) and the shield of the Arpéd
lineage.

In the gules field of the Szekler coat of arms’s shield
we can see an armour-plated right arm reaching down
from the white cloud on the upper right part. It is
rectangularly bent to the left, meaning backwards,
which is holding a sword straightforward piercing a
crown Or, an argent heart, and a cut-off or bear-head,
looking to the right. We can see an or old moon at
the left side of the bear-head on the upper left part of
the shield and an or hexagram at the right side. The
Daian coat of arms is dated between 1508—1516.7

The predella of the winged altar in the Saints Peter
and Paul parish-church of Sumuleu-Ciuc (Csiksomlys),
located in Cioboteni (Csobotfalva) is decorated
with the coat of arms of Vladislaus II on one side
and a Szekler coat of arms on the other side. The
pieces of the altar were brought to different places,
being divided between Budapest and Cluj-Napoca
(Kolozsvar—Klausenburg).® The predella, decorated
with (two) coats of arms, is now kept in the deposit
room of the Art Museum in Cluj-Napoca, out of the
visitors’ sight.” Facing it, you can see the coat of arms
of Vladislaus II on the left side and a Szekler coat
of arms on the other side. The latter shows an arm-
coated right arm holding a sword straightforward,
reaching down from the white cloud at the back
of the upper part of the shield, being rectangularly
bent to the right, that is turned to the front, piercing
acrown Or, a heart Gules and a bear-head Proper.
The bear-head being upfront of the shield has got
a hexagram Or on the dexter and a crescent moon
Argent on the sinister. Considering its appearance,
the art historians'® date the predella from Cioboteni
to the early 1500s. This matches with the heraldic
approach too: comparing it with the coat of arms of
Vladislaus I, we date it before 1516.

The presented coats of arms, mostly the latter
two, date from the same era.

The fact that the Daia coat of arms turns back
is understandable, because they kept the armorial
complimentary demands in the era of live heraldic,
namely that a coat of arms could not turn its back
to that of the ruler and the Szekler coat of arms was
placed on the right side of the royal coat of arms.

The so-called old Szekler coat of arms subsisted
on a flag from 1601. Amongst the booty of the fight
at Gurusldu (3 August 1601) were 110 Transylvanian
flags. Georg Puchner, one of the engineering officers
of the Saxon prince-elector, who was witness to the
presentation of the emblems of victory to emperor
Rudolf on 21 August 1601, in Prague, painted the
flags, the resulted plates subsisting amongst the
manuscripts of the Dresden Royal Library."" There
we can see a Szekler infantry flag from Maros chair'?,
depicting, in its white field, an arm-coated arm
holding a sword piercing a heart Gules and a bear-
head Proper. The sword has got a hexagram Or and
a crescent Or on its sides.

On the Szekler coats of arms from Cioboteni
and Daia, also on the infantry flag, the star and
the crescent appear, as a side coat of arms picture.
This already means a transition between the Szekler
symbols.

We can find a crescent and a star in the Roman-
Catholic church in Mibdileni (Csikszentmihdly) and
in Roman-Catholic parish-church of Racu (Csikrdkos),
located in Garciu (Gorocsfalva) as well. In the former
they can be found on a corbel, in the latter on
a capstone.

The coat of arms in Racu, besides of being carved,
is painted as well, its field is Gules and in it we can
see a crescent Or bending downwards, under which
there is a pentagram. The tinctures of the coat of
arms in Mihaileni have already worn down. Jézsef
Sebestyén Keopeczi described in 1929 that the field
was still Gules in which the tincture of the crescent
bending downwards could not be defined, above it
a hexagram Or."

In the apsis of the reformed church from Mugeni,
built in the second part of the 15" century, we
can see the old Szekler coat of arms on one of the
corbels and the elements of the new coat of arms
on one of the capstones. In an unusually formed,
tulip-shaped shield, we can see a crescent moon
bending downwards, above it a hexagram, under it
a pentagram.

There is a coat of arms on one of the corbels of

the apsis in the fortified church in Sfantu Gheorghe

¢ WEISZ Attila 2007, 301.

7 SZEKERES Attila Istvan 2011, 29-38.

8 SARKADI NAGY Emese 2008. Cat. 1.7, 63—64.
 Invent. number: II. 5831.
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(Sepsiszentgyorgy). In the Late-Gothic shield, we can
see a crescent on the left of the field. In the field
of the stone-carved but whitewashed corbel’s shield
we can see some bulges, which show that the coat
of arms could have been mangled. Anyway, it is hard
to believe that the coat of arms has only a crescent
moon in it, which was not placed in the middle of the
shield. Baldzs Orbin mentions that on one of the
corbels we can see the “sun and moon (Szekler coat
of arms)”."* In the space before the crescent moon
there is not enough space for a sun, but enough for
a star and it is highly possible that there was one. The
appearance of the coat of arms dates back to before
1547.

The switch from the old Szekler coat of arms to the
new one did not happen in one specific moment, but
gradually, until the sun and the moon were officially
named as symbols of the Szekler community.

The sun and the moon gradually found their
way into the official coats of arms in the era of the
principality. Beginning with voivode Chistophor
Béthori, the ruling princes, next to their family coats
of arms, included the symbols of the Transylvanian
‘estates’ in their coats of arms. These appeared on
their armorial seals and coins as well.

On the lead medallion made in 1580 of voi-
vode Chistophor Bidthori, we can see his portrait
on the obverse, with the following inscription:
“CHRIST [oforus] BATH[ori] DE SOMLIO”, and
on the reverse we can see, growing out of the shield of
the Bdthori coat of arms, the eagle with spread wings,
looking to the right, the shield is in the middle, on
its dexter the shining sun-face, on its sinister the old
moon (with a human face), under which there are
seven hills with bastions on them and the inscrip-
tion continues: “PRINCEPS TRANSYL[vaniae]
1580”.'° Thus, this is the moment when the sun
and the crescent moon appeared as component parts
of Transylvania’s coat of arms.

The appearance of the “seal of the Szekler nation”
was decided during the reign of Akos Barcsay, by the
Diet held at Sebes (Szdszsebes—Miihlbach), between
24 May — 15 June 1659."

The 3" “articulus” stipulates the aspect of the
seals: four seals should be cur accordingly to the
Sfour bigger orders of the country, namely that of the
Transylvanian counties, then the second that of the

Szekler community the third that of the Saxon nation,
the fourth that of the part of Hungary incorporated to
Transylvania. (...) The seals should look the following
way: the Transylvanian counties should have a half
of an eagle carved as their sign on the seal, with the
inscription: “Sigillum comitatuum Transilvaniae”.
The Szeklers should have a half moon and a sun, with
the inscription: “Sigillum nationis Siculicae”. 7he
Saxons should have seven cities, with the inscription:
“Sigillum nationis Saxonicae”. The part of Hungary
incorporated to Transylvania should have four rivers
and the double cross, with the inscription: “Sigillum
partium Hungariae Transilvaniae annexarum”.

This was the time when the symbols of the
Szekler ‘estates’ were officially instituted: the sun
and the crescent moon. The seal of the counties,
of the Szeklers and of the Saxons were made in the
same year.'® The seal of the Partium wasn’t made,
because in 1660 the ottomans occupied the center
of the Partium, Oradea (Nagyvarad). The seal of the
Szeklers and Saxons got shortly lost, but soon — in
1661 — they carved a new one instead."” The seals
of the three Transylvanian ‘estates’” were used jointly,
upon the documents thus authenticated.”

The seal-matrix of the Szekler nation was cast of
silver then carved.?! In its inner we can see a laid
ellipse engaged in a Baroque scroll, — in its imprint
— on the dexter a sun-face (“sun in splendour”),
on the sinister a shining growing moon (with
a human face). The writing around the border of the
stamper was incised with the inscription: “SIGIL.
NATIONIS SICULICA. LO ERDELIORSZAGA
HA”. The Latin text’s — “SIGIL[lum] NATIONIS
SICULICEA” — meaning: the seal of the Szekler
nation. The completion of the Hungarian text
fragment next to it ended up on the seal-matrix of
the Saxon nation. The Latin text on it — “SIGIL.
NATIONIS SAXONICA” — the Hungarian writing
next to it is as follows: “ROM NEMZETBOL AL”.
Read altogether and decoded: TRANSYLVANIA'S
REUNION OF THREE NATIONS. We can see
even from this that the seals were conceived to be
used collectively.

‘The use of the Szekler nation’s seal-matrix lost its
legal basis after the liquidation of the administrative
autonomy. Gdbor Daniel, the supreme count of
Udvarhely county deposited it in 1878 in the

14 ORBAN Baldzs 1869, 41.

15 TUDOS S. Kinga 2002, 154-159; KOVACS Andrds 2010,
170.

16 HUSZAR Lajos — PAP Ferenc — WINKLER Judit 2010, 107,
110.

17 SZILAGYI Séndor 1887, 291-310.

18 PAL-ANTAL Séndor 2002, 324; Zepeczaner Jend 2011, 76.

1 ZEPECZANER Jend, guoted writing, 76.

? The Harghita county department of the Romanian National
Archives (RNA), E 251 — the seal collection of the Museum in
Cristuru Secuiesc, registry nr. 61.

2! According to the register it weighs 31,9 gramms. According
to the measurements of the author its diameter is 35,3 mm, its
thickness is 3,8 mm.
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Transylvanian Museum Society.”> At the time of
the Romanian nationalization it got transferred to
the National Museum of Transylvanian History
in Cluj.

The tinctures of the Szekler nations coat of
arms took shape based on the custom, since it was
natural to place the celestial bodies in a field Azure
and the sun got the tincture Or, the moon got an
Argent one.

The tinctures were visualized more than one
hundred years later, in the 1765 letter-patent issued
by Queen Maria Theresia, promoting Transylvania
to the rank of great-principality.

The painted coat of arms, displayed in the
royal document issued on 2 November 1765, is as
follows:

Per fess Azure and O, over all a bar Gules, issuing
there from a demi-eagle displayed Sable, addextré in
chief of the sun in splendour or, and senestré of a
crescent Argent. In the base, seven towers, three and
four, Gules.? At this time they turned the moon and
against the custom, they presented it as an old moon.
The coat of arms is based on the already known order
symbols, as decided upon in 1659.

The new Szekler coat of arms with the sun
and the crescent lived on. The seal of the Szekler
National Museum coincides with the seal decided
upon in 1659 by the Szekler nation, the illustration
is the same, as on the nation’s seal-matrix, only the

circumpscription changed: “SZEKELYNEMZETI
MUZEUM 1879” (= SZEKLER NATIONAL

MUSEUM 1879). This red seal imprinted in wax
is kept by the museum on a document dating from
1911.

On the seal-matrixes of many Szekler settlements
made around the middle of the 19th century or
at the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th
century, appears the seal-illustration with the sun
and the moon, either in a coat of arms or without
it. Such a seal had the majority of the settlements in
Csik (Ciuc). Out of the 62 seals 42 got the sun and
moon in them.” These seal-illustrations are unequal
to those requirements of the symbols, which were
intended to mark the distinction from other seals.
Exactly the opposite: they show the inherence, the
belonging to Szeklerland. Besides the seals from Csik
county we can find the sun and the moon on a few
village seals in Héromszék (Three Chairs), Udvarhely
Chair and Maros Chair as well.

The sun and the moon, as a Transylvanian coat
of arms containing the Szekler pair of symbols,
were built in in the coat of arms of Kingdom
of Hungary after 1869: as a fourth quarter of coats
of arms enacted in 1874, 1896 and 1915. They
were also built in the coat of arms made by Jézsef
Sebestyén Kedpeczi, enacted in 1921 for the great
Romania after the First World War, as a fourth
quarter too. Deprived from the marks referring to
the Kingdom, this coat of arms was accepted by the
Parliament in 1992, as symbol of Romania. Thus,
today’s Romanian coat of arms implicitly contains
Szekler symbols.

Attila Istvan Szekeres — Transylvanian Heraldic and Vexillological Association, attila@szekeres.ro, http://szekeres.ro

22 ZEPECZANER Jend, quoted writing,78-79.
23 Archive number: E 3900.
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A székely kozosség pecsétje
(Kivonat)

A heraldikai szakirodalom régi és 4j székely cimerrdl tesz emlitést. Az elsét Ggy hatdrozzdk meg, mint kék
mez8ben medvefdt, szivet és korondt dtszard kardot tartd, konyokben hajlitott, jobbra fordult pancélos kart.
Utébbi sokkal egyszert(ibb, kék mez6ben jobbrdl naparc, balrél névekvé holdsarlé. Emez néhol megszemé-
lyesitett, mashol nem.

A régi székely cimert ldthatjuk a bogozi reformdtus templom szentélyének egyik gyamkovén, a székelyder-
zsi unitdrius templomvidr szentélyének gydmkovén, a székelyddlyai reformdtus templom szentélyboltozatin
festve és a Csikcsobotfalvdn épiilt csiksomly6i Szent Péter és Pél plébdniatemplom egyik szdrnyas oltardnak
predelldjan, valamint egy 1601-es zdszl6dbrézoldson is.

A csikesobotfalvi és székelydalyai régi székely cimerben, valamint a gyalogsgi zdszlon megjelenik a csillag
és a holdsarl, mint mellék cimerkép. Ez mdr dtmenetet jelent a székely szimbélumok kozott.

Holdsarlét és csillagot dbrdzolé cimert taldlunk a Gorocsfalvdn épiile csikrakosi pélabdniatemplomban
és a csikszentmihdlyi rémai katolikus templomban is. Az els6ben egy zdr6kévon, a mdsikban gydmkévon,
valamint csonkitott formdban a sepsiszentgy6rgyi vartemplom szentélyének egyik gydmkévén (itt csupdn
a holdsarlé maradt meg).
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A nap és a hold fokozatosan épiilt be a hivatalos cimerekbe a fejedelemség kordban. 1580-tél Bathori
Krist6f vajddval kezd6déen a fejedelmek csalddi cimeriik mellett az erdélyi rendek jelképeit is beiktattak
cimereikbe. Ezek megjelentek cimeres pecsétjeiken, pénzérméiken.

A ,székely nemzet pecsétjérél” Barcsay Akos fejedelemsége idején, az 1659. mdjus 24—janius 15-e kézote
Szészsebesen tartott orszdggytlésen hatdroztak. A III. ,articulus” rendelkezik a pecsétekrdl: ,bizonyos négy
pecsétek metszessenek az orszdgnak négy nagyobb rendei szerént, az erdélyi vairmegyéké, a mdsik, a székelysé-
gé a harmadik, a szdsz natiéé, a negyedik az Erdélyhez incorporaltatott Magyarorszdg részéjé. (...) A pecsétek
ilyenek legyenek: az erdélyi virmegyéknek a pecsétre metszett insignidjok légyen egy fél sas, kornyiil valé
irdsa: Sigillum comitatuum Transylvaniae. A székelységnek légyen egy fél hold és nap, kornyiilvalé irdsa: Sig-
illum nationis Siculicae. A szdszsdgé légyen hét kolcsos vdros, kdrnyiil valé irdsa: Sigillum nationis Saxonicae.
A Magyarorszég Erdélyhez incorpordltatott részéjé légyen négy folydviz s a kettds kereszt, kornytilvalé irdsa:
Sigillum partium Hungariae Transylvaniae annexarum. (Magyarorszdg Erdélyhez csatolt részeinek pecsétje).

Hivatalosan ekkor torvényesitették a székely rendi nemzet jelképeit: a napot és a holdsarlét.

A hédrom erdélyi rend bélyegzjét egytittesen hasznéltdk, azokkal hitelesitettek dokumentumokat. (A Par-
tiumé nem késziilt el, a t6rokok elfoglaltdk Nagyvaradot.)

A székely nemzet pecsétnyomojdt eziistbdl készitették. Belsejében barokk kartusba foglalt fektetett ellip-
szis, — lenyomatdban — jobbrdél megszemélyesitett, sugirzé naparc, balrél szintén megszemélyesitett, szintén
sugdrzd, novekvé holdsarlé. A pecsétnyomo szélén kdrbefutd vésett korirat: SIGIL. NATIONIS SICULICA.
LO ERDELIORSZAGZA HA. A latin szoveg — SIGIL[lum] NATIONIS SICULICA — jelentése: a székely
nemzet pecsétje. A mellette levd magyar szoveg toredékének kiegészitése a szdsz nemzet bélyegzdjére kertilt.
Azon a latin széveg — SIGIL. NATIONIS SAXONICZA — a mellé keriilt magyar felirat a kdvetkez6: ROM
NEMZETBOL AL. Osszeolvasva, megfejtve: HAROM NEMZETBOL ALLO ERDELYORSZAGE. Eb-
bél is lathatd, hogy a pecséteket egyiittes hasznalatra szdntdk.

A székely nemzet cimerének mdzai a szokdsjog alapjdn alakultak ki, hiszen természetes volt, hogy az égi-
testeket kék mezdbe helyezzék, s a nap arany-, a hold meg eziistmézat kapott.

A madzakat j6 szdz évvel késébb, 1765-ben jelenitették meg abban az adomdnylevélben, melyben Mdria
Terézia kirdlyn6 nagyfejedelemségi rangra emelte Erdélyt. Az 1765. november 2-dn kidllitott dokumentum-
ban a cimert megfestették.

A voros keskeny pélydval vagott pajzs felsd, égszinkék mezejében a csikbdl novekvd, kiterjesztett szdrnyu,
jobbra néz§ fekete sast jobbrél arany naparc, balrél megszemélyesitett eziist holdsarlé 6vezi, dm ekkor a hol-
dat megforditottdk, s a szokdstdl eltéréen fogydként dbrizoltdk. A cimer alsd, arany mezejében hét vords
béstya jelenik meg. A mdr ismert, 1659-ben meghatirozott rendi jelképek alkotjik a cimert.

Napos-holdas pecsétdbra jelenik meg szimos székelyfoldi telepiilésnek a 19. szdzad kozepe tdjin vagy
a 19. és 20. szdzad forduldjan késziilt bélyegzdjén, hol cimerpajzsban, hol anélkiil.

A napot és holdat, mint székely jelképpdrost tartalmazé Erdély-cimert szerkesztették be az osztrdk—ma-
gyar kiegyezés utdni Magyar Kirdlysig 1874-es, 1896-0s és 1915-6s cimerébe. Ugyantigy az els vildghdbo-
rat kovetden megnagyobbodott Romdnia 1921-ben torvényesitett, Kedpeczi Sebestyén J6zsef dltal alkotott
cimerébe, negyedik mezéként. A kirdlysdgra utalé jegyektdl megfosztva, 1992-ben ezt a cimert fogadta el
a torvényhozds Romadnia jelképeként. Ezdltal, kozvetve bdr, de Romdnia mai cimere székely jelképeket is
tartalmaz.
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Sigiliul comunititii secuiegti
(Rezumat)

Bibliografia de specialitate deosebeste doua steme ale secuilor: cea veche si cea noud. Prima este descrisa
ca un brat armat, tinind o spadd care stripunge un cap de urs, o inimd si o coroana, iar cea noua infatisind
un soare de aur §i o semiluna crescitoare, de argint in cAmp albastru.

Marturii ale stemei vechi s-au pastrat in forma sculptata in piatrd din a doua jumitate a secolului al XV-
lea (consola in biserica reformatd din Mugeni/Bogdz, consold in biserica unitariana din Darju/Székelyderzs),
pictatéd de la inceputul secolului urmitor (ornament al predelei polipticului din biserica romano-catolici din
Cioboteni/Csobotfalva, respectiv picturd murald in biserica reformatd din Daia/Szdkelydélya). Stema cea
noua apare in biserici romano-catolice (Racu/Csikrdkos, Mihiileni/Csikszentmihdly, si in formd martelatd
in biserica reformata din SfAntu Gheorghe/Sepsiszentgyorgy).

Soarele si semiluna, ca si componente ale stemei principatului autonom al Transilvaniei apar pe sigiliile
principilor si monedele emise de acestia, incepand cu Cristofor Bathori, din 1580. In 1659 Dieta Transilvaniei,
reunitd la Sebes/Szdszsebes a decis crearea cate unui sigiliu pentru fiecare stare decizionala. Sigiliul comitatelor
transilvinene avea in cAmp o acvild crescitoare, al comunitdtii sdsesti sapte bastioane, iar al comunititii
secuiesti un soare stralucind si o semilund crescitoare, strilucitoare, ambele figurate. Este prima ocazie
cand s-a legiferat perechea de astri simbolizeazd comunitatea secuilor. Sigiliul a fost circumscris: ,,SIGIL.
NATIONIS SICULICA”. Cele trei sigilii urmau a fi folosite impreuna, pentru a ratifica documentele emise
de Dietd. Smalturile stemei secuiesti au fost folosite prin cutumi. In diploma de ridicare la rang de mare
principat a Transilvaniei, emisa de Maria Therezia in 1765, apare stema Transilvaniei pictata in culori, avind
ca elemente componente pe cele din sigiliile stabilite de Dieta de la Sebes. Astfel, soarele de aur si semiluna
(de aceastd datd descrescatoare) de argint apar in cAmp albastru. Stema Transilvaniei s-a pastrat nemodificatd
de atunci. Ea apare intregitd in stema Regatului Ungar de dupa 1869, in stemele legiferate in 1874, 1896 si
1915 in cartierul al 4-lea. Dupd unirea Transilvaniei cu Romania, a fost inclusi in stema Regatului Romaniei,
adoptatd in 1921, apoi in stema Romaniei de azi, legiferatd in 1992, de asemeni in cartierul al 4-lea.

Astfel, in mod indirect, simbolul comunitétii secuiesti apare in stema Romaniei de azi.
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2. The new coat of arms of the Szeklers
in Siebmacher’s Wappenbuch

1. The old coat of arms of the Szeklers
in Siebmacher’s Wappenbuch

4. Szekler community’s coat of arms
in Darju/Székelyderzs

3. Szekler community’s coat of arms
in Mugeni/Bogoz
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5. Szekler community’s coat of arms 6. Szekler community’s coat of arms
in Daia/Székelyddlya from Cioboteni/Csobotfalva

7. Infantry flag of Maros szekler ‘chair’ — 1601 (MIKA Sindor 1893, 10.)
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8. Coat of arms in Racu/Csikrdkos 9. Coat of arms in Mihaileni/Csikszentmihaly

10. Medal dedicated to voivode Christofor Bathori — 1580
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11. The stampler of the Szekler community — 1659
(National Museum of History of Transilvania,
E. 3900)

12. The seal of the Szekler community
(Szekler National Museum, i 253/A)
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14. The seals of the three ‘estates’ of Transylvania used together in an act from 1685
(Sibiu County Departement of National Archives of Romania.
The autor presents thanks to dr. Gheorghe Lazir)
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16. The seal of the Székely National Museum (Szek-
ler National Museum, i 253/B)

15. The coat of arms of the Great Principality of
Transylvania (The National Archives of Hungary,
Transylvanian Archives, Gubernium,

Cista diplomatica, B27)

17. Stamplers of Szekler settlements (Szekler National Museum, i 1100, i 1097, i 1095)
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18. The coat of arms of the Kingdom
of Hungary —1874

20. The coat of arms of the Kingdom
of Hungary — 1915

22. The coat of arms of Romania — 1992

19. The coat of arms of the Kingdom
of Hungary —1896

21. The coat of arms of the Kingdom of Romania
— 1921 (Central Departement of National Archives
of Romania, Bucharest, i 11066/3/1)
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