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Abstract: The paper explores the integration of digital education within the green campus
initiatives, adding emphasis on reducing energy consumption and achieving sustainability in
the institution of higher learning. This study frames a broad overview of how online education,
digital tools, and virtual resources help make campuses sustainable by lessening the authorized
use of physical resources, increasing energy efficiency, bringing down carbon footprints, etc.
This extends to the theoretical framework on green education that provides the study methods,
questionnaires, and evaluation methods used in this research work, together with the practical
significance of the results in adopting digital solutions. The findings bring out the role of digital
education in promoting sustainability by giving actionable insights for education institutions in
the strive towards a green campus.
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1. Introduction

The concept of environment has come into focus in these last decades due to global warming
and climate change. Global climate change is already affecting agriculture, ecosystems, water
supplies, commodity supply chain and urban services. It is well-established through multiple
lines of evidence and multiple studies that while natural mechanisms contribute to the
greenhouse effect, human activities are currently increasing the atmospheric concentration of

carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases (Sundar et al 2022) (Mikhaylov et al, 2020).

Producing and manufacturing industries and energy production are also among the major
sources of GHGs. The transport sector, in connection with the working of cars, trucks, planes,
and ships, also stands as a major emitting sector. Domestic activities, like running institutions,
offices, hospitals, schools, and universities, contribute much toward carbon emissions. The
heating and cooling of buildings and, the usage of electrical appliances—all contribute to the

consumption of energy that again goes directly as CO2 emissions.
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Global warming and climate change arena for effective abolition require urgent interventions.
We find many initiatives taken by the international community to reduce GHG emissions and
to foster sustainable development; among them is the Paris Agreement, whose aim is to keep
an increase in average temperature well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and
give the best shot to maintain it at 1.5 degrees Celsius (Schleussner et al, 2016) (Rogelj et al,
2016).

In respect to this, individual countries and communities should also take up their responsibilities
towards mitigating climate change. This includes improving energy efficiency, developing
renewable sources of energy, afforestation, and reforestation, along with reduced deforestation
and sustainable land-use practices in areas like agriculture. Similarly, in the field of transport
also, electric vehicle development and public transport are equally crucial as regards bringing
down emissions. At the level of houses, energy saving has to do with efficient appliances
improving insulation, and upgrading heating systems. It also calls for roles by other institutions,

offices, and schools in the reduction of energy use and promotion of sustainable practices.

Educational institutions can also significantly contribute to this by establishing a green campus
(Corbaci & Ertekin, 2020). A green campus is an institution of learning that responds to issues
of sustainability and has, in that regard, applied quite several reducing measures to the
ecological footprint through enhancing energy efficiency, use of renewable sources of energy,
optimizing waste management, and promoting sustainable transport options (Sonetti et al, 2016)

(Prakasha, Chakraborty & Kenneth, 2021).

The role of digital education in the context of a sustainable institution is becoming increasingly
important. The two primary ingredients for green campuses are optimization of waste
management and promotion of sustainable transport options, but probably more important for
educational institutions to derive the many benefits that digital education can provide (Akay,
2024). Using digital education would green the campus through reduced energy consumption
by saving physical resources in delivering education (Sugiarto, Lee & Huruta, 2022). Online
lessons and e-resources allow students to participate in classes from home or any other location,
cutting down the need for travel and its accordance with environmental degradation. Virtual
classrooms minimize the usage of paper handouts and sustain institutions in a more

environmentally friendly way.

It further offers opportunities for much more effective integration of sustainability issues in

educational programs. Interactive online platforms and digital resources help students
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understand better such environmental challenges and meet them with innovation. Digital tools
that can be used to enhance the ability of institutions to diffuse principles of sustainability more

appropriately and more credibly, increasing their environmental awareness (Trevisan, 2023).

Green campuses have impacts that reach beyond the campus boundaries. This is because
institutions implement sustainability measures and programs that can be emulated by the local
community and encourage other organizations and businesses to adopt environmentally
friendly practices (European Commission, 2023). Green campuses are also capable of spurring
economic growth at a regional level; this shall be attainable through energy efficiency projects

and the use of renewable energy sources.

In the long run, the example and community engagement of these educational institutions can

take a lead in fighting global warming and climate change and towards a sustainable future.

2. Digital education in achieving the goals of Green Campuses and
sustainability

Many modern educational institutions worldwide have started incorporating digital
technologies into their education courses, hence changing pedagogy methods and
infrastructure. Digital education, through online learning, distance learning, and educational
technology tools, has presented a significant opportunity for adopting green solutions toward
the realization of sustainability goals (Akay, 2024). Closely related to the green campus, digital
education would be recommended to foster energy- and resource-efficient solutions, reduce the

ecological footprint, and sustain commitments (Eudela, 2024).

Probably the top of the list of the most significant advantages of 'being digital' in education is
savings in energy and resources. Digital programs of online and remote learning can whittle
down much energy that educational institutes spend, as less physical space is needed to conduct
lessons. The regular classes, laboratories, and other facilities require a lot of energy use,
primarily for heating, cooling, lighting, etc. Online education can reduce institutional energy

demand, hence slashing their ecological footprint (Brychkov et al, 2023).

Apart from that, less paper is required with digital learning materials. With so many electronic
books, notes, and other learning materials, this will reduce the use of paper and printing costs,
thereby reinforcing sustainability goals. Online learning platforms and digital libraries allow
students to assess needed resources without having to attend libraries, which in itself means a

reduction in emissions from transport (Gorina et al, 2023).
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It can also be envisioned that digital education will play an essential role in reducing the
emissions associated with transport. In online courses and distance learning programs, students
can attend classes right from the comfort of their homes or any other location. Still, within
traditional education systems, the movement from the university to the respective home and,
inversely, teachers and other staff required commuting daily, adding much to carbon emissions

from this sector (Schroeder, 2022).

It also reduces pressure on university campuses in the form of digital education, where there
are fewer students/ teachers physically present on campus. That itself relieves the burden of
building more parking and transport facilities at institutions but at the same time also eases local
traffic and air pollution. Online education facilitates options that both students and teachers can

have more flexible schedules, which too can further reduce rush hour traffic (Favale et al, 2020).

3. Sustainable education practices

Digital education has the great potential to incorporate issues of sustainability in their
educational programs. The latest research and teaching material on all aspects of sustainability
is readily available through online platforms and technology tools, hence easily accessible to
educators. The more this kind of content finds its way into educational materials, the more
environmental awareness will grow among the students, spreading sustainable practices (Zhang
et al, 2022). Online courses and workshops for learning interactively about sustainability, for
example, a virtual lab and simulations. The students will be able to analyze real-time data and
provide solutions to later problems on sustainability matters. For that reason, digital education
not only helps in improving effectiveness during learning but also assists in the acquisition of

practical knowledge and skills necessary in the struggle to lead a sustainable life.

Further development of digital education tools and new technologies opens the floor for many
more avenues toward sustainability. In particular, intelligent classroom systems, VR/AR
technologies for education, and data-driven learning platforms create conditions to extend
effectiveness and sustainability in education (Versteijlen, et al, 2017). The intelligent classroom
system can optimize energy consumption by automatically controlling lighting and heating by
presence sensors. A deeper understanding of sustainability could, through interactive means
using VR and AR with virtual ecosystems and simulations on sustainable development, be
conveyed to the learners. Data-driven learning platforms allow for the continuous monitoring
and optimization of the effectiveness of learning processes that contribute to developing more

sustainable education practices.
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4. The community synergy of a green concept

The solution to environmental problems needs the input and communion of all forces that come
into play in a community: the university, government agencies, NGOs, and the business sector.
In that way, such synergy makes possible more efficient use of resources and, by sharing
knowledge and experience, a better understanding of the complexity of the problem at hand.
Numerous programs are implemented to ensure that communities realize their environmental
commitments by reducing environmental impacts while supporting sustainability. These
include such initiatives as green business, sustainable offices, green production, green
marketing, green human resource management, and green supply chain management. The
environmental goals—together with green transformation knowledge and attitude formation—
ought to be among the aims of education within the higher focus. The green transformation is
not only a phenomenon flowing from an economic or technical/IT context but also considerably

from an educational one.

In technical terms, green production is a process of production with least harm to the
environment, such as through reduction of energy consumption, waste recycling, and reduction
in emitting dangerous elements. Businesses play a vital role in implementing more sustainable

methods of production (Du et al, 2018) (Qiu et al, 2020).

In logistics, green supply chain management aims to reduce environmental impacts along the
entire supply chain—procurement, production, transport, and recycling. It incorporates
sustainability issues into business processes and assists companies in lessening their ecological

footprint (Saada, 2021).

As far as economic operators are concerned, green businesses pay consideration to the
environment during their activities, minimize pollution, and are based on materials originating
from sustainable sources. Such companies play an exemplary role in developing a sustainable
economy and contribute to raising environmental awareness among consumers (Lartey et al,

2020).

Corporations reduce energy use, minimize waste, and increase staff environmental awareness;
design offices to make them sustainable. Such technologies and practices, used in their offices,

help strive toward achieving corporate sustainability goals (Sariya & Supeecha, 2018).
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Green marketing is one of the strategies whereby companies emphasize environmental benefits
in the advertising of products and services. This strategy increases consumers' environmental
awareness and encourages them to pick sustainable products for their needs (Kemper &

Ballantine, 2019).

Green human resource management refers to practices that aim to improve companies'
environmental performance by invoking employees. This mainly involves raising awareness of
the environment, encouraging green workplace practices, and training in sustainability issues

(Roscoe et al, 2019) (Obeidat et al, 2020).

The high level of promotion in environmental education and the basic principles of
sustainability are also being carried out by educational organizations. Universities and schools
introduce different programs and initiatives about integrating sustainability into academic
practice. Green universities are trying to introduce sustainable practices in all spheres of
university activity: energy use, waste management, and curriculum development. It is aimed at
enhancing the environmental awareness of students and faculty in such universities, as well as
at making principles of sustainability part of their daily lives. According to Wee et al (2018)
and Zhao et al (2019) universities pursue similar goals on sustainability as green universities
but on a smaller scale. They implement programs that involve educating students about the
environment for them to lead sustainable lifestyles. These schools specifically focus on
developing eco-friendly infrastructure and community participation in initiatives aimed at

sustainability.

This also opens opportunities for building community synergy and strong commitment where
the environmental problems are complex, and knowledge gaps delimit understanding. The
green programs and initiatives at the current time being implemented by business and education
organizations make nineteenth-century examples of how sustainability can be embedded into
everyday practices. These efforts contribute to a less degraded environment and a more

sustainable future.

5. Dimensions of a Green Campus

The three dimensions that green campuses focus on include behavioral change, educational
tools, and physical facilities. These dimensions make it possible to promote a culture of

sustainability within the academic environment.

JATES: Journal of Applied Technical and Educational Sciences License: CC BY 4.0


https://doi.org/10.24368/jates372

Vol. 14, No. 1, 2024  pp. 1-15 https://doi.org/10.24368/jates372 7

Shaping attitudes: faculty, staff, and students can have attitudes shaped regarding sustainable
behavior. Many programs are organized regarding recycling, campaigns for energy
conservation, and alternative transport options that reduce one's carbon footprint, as suggested

by Sugiarto et al. (2022).

Education for sustainability and environmental awareness: the consideration of sustainability
in curricula and research provides an avenue for developing environmental awareness and
innovation. In 2015, Lozano et al supplied a case report about the success of integrating the
sustainability concept into the educational framework at the University of Maribor, serving as

a lead to other universities.

Sustainable buildings: the schemes LEED and BREEAM offer guidelines and standards for

new construction and renovation projects that should be sustainable (Syidanova et al., 2020).

Organization of activities in a sustainable manner: the university activities, events, and day-to-
day operations need to be organized in a manner that is sustainable for the achievement of a
green campus. This ranges from making sustainable purchasing decisions to using energy-
saving technologies and waste management systems as recommended by Adomfent, Grahl &

Spira (2019).

Digital potential in education can make a difference: Online learning and the use of digital
teaching tools can reduce the ecological footprint of universities. Digital education makes it
possible to learn from home, thereby curtailing travel and reducing energy consumption by the
universities (Versteijlen et al 2017) (Zhang et al, 2022). Moreover, virtual labs and other digital

facilities also save physical resources.

6. Green Campus framework

Building from the above, the green campus concept involves reducing the ecological footprint
of universities while playing essential roles in promoting environmentally conscious thinking
and activities by students and staff. This Green Campus Framework is intended to ensure that
universities and colleges develop ecologically friendly operations, reduce their ecological
footprint, and set examples for sustainable living. The framework that follows places particular
emphasis on teaching methods, digital education, attitude formation, knowledge enhancement
and third mission activities, sustainable infrastructure, and sustainable management and work

organisation.

1. Teaching methods
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Interactive and practice-oriented education

It is an interactive and practice-oriented teaching of themes connected with sustainability.
Students who act upon real projects or participate in practical activities develop a deeper
understanding of sustainability-related knowledge and skills. Examples might be the
assessment of energy efficiency, designing recycling programs, or creating sustainable

transport solutions.
Sustainability curriculum integration.

Principles related to sustainability should be integrated into the educational institution's
curriculum. Issues of sustainability, integrated into subjects and having specific courses and
training on this topic, make students understand the environmental challenge and what can be

done to solve it.
2. Digital education
Online learning platforms, virtual labs

Digital education can help universities reduce their ecological footprint and enhance teaching
efficiency in several ways. Online learning platforms, virtual labs, and digital learning materials
lessen the necessity of physical presence, through which the burden on the environment from
travel is reduced. Students have flexible access to learning materials and resources, creating a

sustainable learning environment.
Digital tools for sustainability

Digital tools can back up the realization of set targets in sustainability by educational
institutions. For example, energy consumption monitoring and optimizing systems, as well as

virtual and augmented reality tools, help students learn about sustainability interactively.
3. Shaping mindsets
Campaigns and awareness raising

The raising of sustainability awareness is highly valued by the university community.
Corresponding educational campaigns address students and staff members alike. These could
be supplemented by campaigning for energy savings, recycling, or environmentally friendly

transport alternatives.

Sustainability workshops and seminars
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Workshops and seminars offer staff and students further opportunities to engage themselves at
a deeper level with issues related to sustainability and discuss outward-reaching solutions.
Involvement in such activities can create incentive effects that spur creative thinking and

innovative ideas necessary to realize a university's goals set on sustainability.
4. Expanding knowledge
Research projects and collaborations

The educational institutions can participate in active research projects regarding sustainability
and such associated collaborations. Typically, the eventual goal of any such project, considering
the United Millennium Development Goals and visions, can be the development of new
knowledge and technologies in sustainability that will promote scientific and technological
innovation. It provides hands-on experience and knowledge enhancement by involving students

in research projects.
Scientific publications and conferences

The universities can encourage publications of a scientific nature on sustainability issues and
participation in conferences. These kinds of activities will enhance knowledge dissemination
concerning sustainability and the building up of professional networks to help achieve global

sustainability goals.
5. Third mission activity
Community engagement and partnerships

Universities can partner with the local community, businesses, or the government in pursuing
common sustainability goals. This kind of partnership will also inspire the sharing resources
and knowledge to achieve typical environmental goals. For example, a university can
participate in the area's sustainability initiatives—establishing urban gardens or popularizing

energy-saving technologies.
Community services and sustainability programmes

Communities can offer community services and sustainability programs designed to benefit the
wellbeing of local communities directly. For example, they may provide advice on energy
conservation to individual households, run school recycling campaigns, or provide education

in community centers about sustainability.

6. Sustainable infrastructure
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Green buildings and energy efficient systems

Building sustainability is fundamental to any growing green campus. Green building
certifications, such as LEED or BREEAM, shall be the goal universities should aim for in their
building infrastructure. These certificates ensure the highest possible energy efficiency and
sustainability in buildings. These would involve the use of energy-efficient systems, such as
solar panels, wind energy, and geothermal heating systems to reduce energy consumption and

carbon footprint of the institution.
Water management and rainwater harvesting

Green campuses depend on the sustainable use of water. Rainwater harvesting and reusing can
help to cut down potable water use and hence save the environment. Adopting technologies that
allow more efficient monitoring and optimization of water use is vital for any university. For
instance, implementing low water consumption equipment and devices brings forth quite

substantive savings in water use.
Sustainable transport infrastructure

Such initiatives as promoting cycle paths and charging stations for electric vehicles will further
make campuses more environmentally friendly. This means universities can facilitate students
and staff to be involved in environmentally friendly commute options, for instance, through
cycling, walking, or public transport. Car-sharing schemes and rental options also serve pretty

well with an electric vehicle nature for a sustainable mode of travel.
7. Sustainable management and work organisation
Green procurement practices

Another essential element of sustainable management is the development of environmentally
responsible purchasing practices. This means a university has to ensure it procures goods and
services in a manner that satisfies sustainability requirements. This may include using
recyclable materials, acquiring energy-efficient equipment, or sourcing from local producers to
reduce transport costs. Such practices decrease the ecological footprint of institutions and

contribute to sustainable economic development.
Flexible working and teleworking

Offer flexible working arrangements with options for home office or telework to reduce the
environmental impact of daily commutes and help decrease energy use. Flexible working hours

allow workers to efficiently organize work and private life, keeping as negligible emission from

JATES: Journal of Applied Technical and Educational Sciences License: CC BY 4.0


https://doi.org/10.24368/jates372

Vol. 14, No. 1, 2024  pp. 1-15 https://doi.org/10.24368/jates372 11

transport as possible. Universities should encourage this way of working and provide the

necessary technological support.
Environmental performance assessment and reporting

Environmental performance should be regularly monitored at universities, with improvements
to sustainability practices. This means, among others: monitoring and analyzing energy use,
water use, waste management, and other environmental indicators. The results will provide the
impetus for improving the sustainability strategy and actions of universities. Results and
corresponding improvement plans shall be published regularly to ensure transparency, for

example, in the form of sustainability reports.
8. Social responsibility and community partnerships
Integrating social responsibility in education

Since corporate social responsibility goes hand in glove with sustainability, there is a central
role that institutions of learning can play. It can assist in acquainting students with issues
relating to CSR and its practice in companies and organizations by including CSR in
universities' educational programs. Through classes and projects on CSR, it becomes
straightforward for students to understand how they can actively take part in solving social

problems and environmental degradation.
Developing community partnerships

It 1s essential for universities to acquire close ties with local communities, businesses, and
NGOs. Such cooperation would facilitate knowledge and resource sharing in the
implementation of joint projects and initiatives. For example, university activity can be related
to local projects on sustainability by creating urban gardens or implementing energy-saving
technologies within a community. In other words, through cooperation, it becomes possible for
universities to contribute to the development of local communities and achieve sustainability

goals.
Community services and sustainability programmes

Universities can be engaged in launching community services and sustainability programs that
are focused on directly contributing to the well-being of local communities. Some examples of
this include the provision of energy conservation advice to individual households, organizing

programs for recycling within schools, and providing sustainability education in community
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centers. These industry programs promote community participation and the broader uptake of

principles concerning sustainability.

Based on the above, the Green Campus framework is shown in Figure 1.

Awareness Digital
Building Education

Knowledge Educational
Expansion Methods

Green
Campus

Third Mission Social
Activities Responsibility

Sustainable  Sustainable
Infrastructure Management

Fig. 1. Green Campus framework

7. Summary

The Green Campus Framework allows major educational institutions to make a more
significant and more sustainable impact on sustainability. Through this holistic approach, a
university not only increases the environmental awareness of its members but also helps

contribute toward attaining primary goals for sustainable development.

This would not only spread knowledge about sustainability but also develop students' skills by
developing teaching methods and digital education. Attitudes are shaped, and knowledge is
enlarged so that students and staff are better informed on the challenges and solutions about
sustainability. Third, mission activities and community engagement help in diffusing

sustainability into communities.

The development of sustainable infrastructural and transportation solutions decreases the
ecological footprint of a university while improving its environmental performance. Efficient

and responsible operation of universities in an environmentally friendly way, as well as good
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examples of sustainable management and work organization practices, inspire trust in the eyes

of the world community.

These dimensions, therefore, make universities a green campus that, other than reducing the
ecological footprint of these institutions, helps diffuse sustainability principles into society.
About this Green Campus Framework, it is suggested by this paper that it attempts to help
educational institutions create an enabling environment for sustainable development by
contributing to the mainstreaming of lifestyles and practices sensitive to preserving the

environment for a long-term future dealing with sustainability.
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