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Dear Readers, 

Dear Fellow Scholars, 

 

Since its inception, the Journal of Central and Eastern European African Studies (JCEEAS) has offered 

readers a wide range of perspectives in its thematic issues, covering a broad spectrum of disciplines and 

topics. Following previous examples, the present special issue includes high quality contributions from 

Hungarian and international academics, whose papers use a variety of approaches from different fields 

of scholarship to focus attention on the central theme of this issue. Most of the volume contains full-

length papers, while the book reviews provide an insight into books that may be of interest to our 

readers. 

In this issue, we aim to delve into the diverse aspects of Egypt, that have been little or not at 

all known until now. Known for its rich history, awe-inspiring monuments, and vibrant culture, Egypt 

continues to captivate the imaginations of people around the world. In this context, we can gain 

insight not only into the state's domestic and foreign policy developments, but also into Hungarian 

relations with the country through personal life stories. 

The author of the opening essay, István Dávid Vácz, provides an excellent historiographical 

overview of the academic writings on Egypt in interwar Hungary. Applying the principle of 

chronological order, the reader is then introduced to a short biography of László Almásy, written by 

Alexandra Batoni, in which the Hungarian explorer's activities in Africa in the period before and during 

the Second World War are given great emphasis. In the following article, Máté Percze gives an in-depth 

insight into the conflict that President Gamal Abdel-Nasser himself called the Arab Vietnam, the Yemeni 

civil war of the 1960s and the tendencies and consequences of Egyptian intervention in it. Ágoston 

Tüzes presents a little-known but even more fascinating period in Hungarian sporting history through 

the Egyptian coaching activities of Nándor Hidegkuti. In the next two papers, Lukács Krajcsir and 

Mustafa Burak Sener separately provide perfect descriptions of a specific yet defining aspect of the 

power relations in the Middle East, the changing Turkish-Egyptian relationship in different periods and 

under different circumstances. Zoltán Prantner and Abdallah Abdel-Ati Al-Naggar then focus on a little 

known, but undoubtedly fundamental dimension of Egyptian domestic politics, analysing the violent 

manifestations of extremist religious and political trends since 2010. Moving to the everyday, Elisabeth 

Bishop writes separately on Egypt's geopolitical alignment through the digital humanities, and finally 

Anna Zsófia Marlok discusses the professional work of István Zimonyi, one of the most prominent 

scholars in Hungarian academia, with a special focus on his work on the Arab World in the context of 

Egyptian-Hungarian cultural relations. 

In the light of the above, we encourage our readers to join us as we embark on a voyage to 

explore the diverse, novel approach and the wealth of new information presented in this issue. The 

editors wish all those interested a pleasant reading experience in this issue! 
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