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In the �rst study of this thematic section, Caroline Le Mao provides a critical 

analysis of how the themes of travel and migration were perceived and represented 

in early modern French noble and intellectual circles, as well as the broader social 

attitudes towards elite mobility. �e analysis is based on Delaporte’s eighteenth-cen-

tury Voyageur François, a vivid, compiled, �ctional travel guide aiming to introduce 

Hungary and other European and Middle Eastern regions to the French audience. 

�is work is particularly relevant to research on noble emigration, as it reveals what 

information French nobles deemed important about regions that could potentially 

become destinations for their own travels or connections. �e text also illustrates 

how aristocratic circles, o�en �lled with stereotypes and prejudices, equipped them-

selves with cultural orientation and knowledge of new regions—a crucial factor 

when they sought to settle or build relationships in culturally distinct environments.

Ferenc Tóth’s study o�ers an example of military career migration by focusing 

on the analysis of Jean-Louis de Rabutin’s memoirs, showing how these were edited, 

commented on, and published by his relative, the Duke de Ligne, in the late eigh-

teenth century. �ese writings also serve as valuable sources for the history of noble 

migration, as Rabutin himself exempli�es an aristocrat who found service oppor-

tunities in political settings foreign to his homeland. �e memoirs highlight the 

importance of noble loyalty and military merit, particularly in a period when nobles 

were compelled to reinterpret their identities across various European empires, 

regardless of political allegiance.

Clément Monseigne’s study of Horace Saint-Paul, a British noble who served 

in the Austrian army during the Seven Years’ War, provides an excellent example of 

how noble migration facilitated stalled military careers. Exiled a�er a duel, Saint-

Paul joined the Austrian forces, using transnational service as a means of survival 

and career advancement. �is analysis emphasizes the role of cross-border aristo-

cratic networks that enabled nobles like Saint-Paul to transition between di�erent 

courts and armies, demonstrating how noble migration o�en allowed for rapid 

military promotion and adaptation within foreign elites. Saint-Paul’s career high-

lights a period in European history where patriotism and cosmopolitanism coex-

isted, and his story demonstrates how European elites leveraged their noble status to 

gain in�uence across borders while sustaining transnational ties. His service in the 

Austrian army connected him to a broad diplomatic and military network, showing 

how warfare provided new opportunities for nobles to secure positions and build 

careers across Europe’s courts, enhancing their in�uence on an international scale.

�e third case study in this thematic section, by Michel Figeac, examines the 

life of Helena Potocka, a Polish noblewoman whose extensive travels across Europe 

re�ect the broader patterns of aristocratic mobility. Her movements between Poland, 

France, Austria, and Ukraine highlight how noblewomen, too, played critical roles 




