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ABSTRACT: The European transport market has been under regulation for 

decades until the 1980th when the European Union started a comprehensive 

deregulation process. The deregulation was focused on the commercial 

transport market and led to a profound change of the freight market situation 

esp. on road transport. Foremost countries like Germany with an until then 

tightly regulated marked tumbled into harmful market adjustments caused by 

the suspension of licenses, allocation quotas and tariffication. The market 

change went along with the business trend of outsourcing for transportation 

and other logistics services based on beneficial business model theories e.g. 

economies of scale etc. Ever since the alternative model of own account trans-

portation became an unremarkable presence in the market and lost almost any 

attention in scientific discussion. Nevertheless, transport for company purposes 

only is still part of EU regulations as common rules for access to the interna-

tional road haulage market.1 Critical discussion about advantages of out-

sourcing, quality concerns and rising awareness towards transaction cost eco-

nomics was the inducement for an appraisal on the actual situation and business 

relevance of today’s own account transportation. The research is based on a 

 
1 EU Regulation (Ec) No 1072/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 

21 October 2009 as common rules for access to the international road haulage market 



114  Gazdaság & Társadalom / Journal of Economy & Society – 2016. 4. szám 

 

survey with consignors in production industry and trade, in cooperation with 

the German Federal Association of Private Transport and Logistics (BWVL). 

KEYWORDS: private account transportation, own account transportation, 

deregulation of transport markets, commercial transport, outsourcing 
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ABSTRACT: Since 2007, Deloitte is preparing the ranking for the 500 largest 

companies in Central and Eastern Europe, but since 2001 the 50 largest Hun-

garian firm ranking is also published by HVG. Also, around at this time, the 

accounting Act (2000/C. Act) entered into force and according to which the 

annual reports of the companies have been published on the government’s 

online site, which is publicly accessible for everyone.  

The short study is monitoring the most important changes of the companies and 

industries based on these informations. The rankings were expanded by the 

data with the most important balance sheet and profit and loss data. With a 

variety of indicators were composed to analyse the changes in positions of in-

dividual companies and industries, as well as their reactions to the crisis. Apart 

from the presentation of the main connections a deeper examination is taken 

place which will be available in a PhD thesis to be published soon. 
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ABSTRACT: Climate change is a major current issue which affects natural, 

economic and social processes equally. Despite the widespread acclaim of the 

issue we still encounter economic and political solution models that are cli-

mate-sceptic and often contradict each other. As a result, national climate poli-

cies and social opinions constantly change in an active interaction with each 

other. Thus, this current study, based on the latest international literature, re-

views and analyses the world economic tendencies, related social and political 

responses along which the different official (national) standpoints are formed. 

Therefore, the interpretations of related scientific research results are often 

different, which can easily lead to unsuccessful problem solution. 

KEYWORDS: global warming, economic adaptability, international climate 

politics, economic policy interactions, social responses 
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ABSTRACT: Highly qualified workforce is valuable human resource, which is 

inevitable for the competitive economy. Educational investment in human capi-

tal (and the lack of it) has consequences for both the higher educated and the 

classes that have socially fallen behind. The effects of the 2008 economic crisis 

had negative consequences in the European Union. Therefore, in 2010 the Eu-

ropean Commission launched the “Europe 2020” strategy. To achieve the ob-

jectives, indicators have been identified in five priority areas, including three 

areas examined in the study: the areas of employment, education and pov-

erty/social exclusion. The present study examines the relationship between 

economic growth and three selected fields of the Europe 2020 strategy. The 

levels of educational attainment affect and the economic and social situation of 

national economies. The economic situation of a country and the social state of 

its citizens are influenced by the level of educational attainments. As an oppo-

sion to the proportion of higher educational attainment is the dropout rate. The 

proportion of young school-leavers augment the rate of population at risk of 

poverty or social exclusion. The social impact of low educational attainment 

rate and economic growth was statistically modelled by linear regression equa-

tion. The Hungarian employment data show an increase in the period under 

review, the school dropout indicators are stagnating, the proportions of univer-

sity graduates show slight growth, but they are still below the EU average and 

the set target value. In Hungary, to reduce the considerably high number of 

people exposed to risk of poverty or social exclusion, it is needed to invest 

more in human capital, that is, to increase public spending on education, with 

equitable and efficient allocation and utilization. 

KEYWORDS: human capital theory, employment, low educational attainment 

and dropout rates, proportion of post-secondary graduates, poverty and social 

exclusion 
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ABSTRACT: Just one year ago we commemorated the 50th anniversary of 

Williamson hypothesis which focuses on the interrelations of the economic 

catching up. During this 50-year period many analysts used, utilized, evaluated, 

accepted or rejected and also transformed it. In our present research, we aimed 

to apply these interrelations which were discovered by Williamson according to 

which, the developed regions grow faster than the less developed ones, because 

their more advanced resources are utilized in a better and faster way. Without 

appropriate ordinations, the gap will get so much bigger that it will risk the 

catching up, because the maintenance of the breaking off territories will take 

more sources from the development. The European Union faced these chal-

lenges at the expansion of the union in 2004 and 2007. The main goal of the 

Union’s Structural policy is the support of the regional competitiveness of the 

lagging territories with economic difficulties. The joined central- eastern Euro-

pean countries are those kind of above mentioned territories, with a low GDP 

per capita and a high unemployment rate correlated to the Union’s average. In 

our research, we examined the territorial disparities of the countries of Vise-

grád, joined to the EU in 2004, for the period between 1995 and 2014. Accord-

ing to our hypothesis, there is a connection between the regions’ economic 

development and the size of inner regional disparities, so the Williamson-

hypothesis can be verified to our research area. In the first part of our research, 

we examine the confirmation of the Williamson-hypothesis of the whole EU, 

and later the countries of Visegrád separately. 

KEYWORDS: regional disparities, Williamson-hypothesis, Visegrád-group 
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ABSTRACT: Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi has become famous first of all 

thanks to his non-violent resistance, and has gone down in history and became 

generally known as one of the most important opponents of British colonialism 

and as the iconic figure of the Indian independence movement. Fewer in num-

ber are those who know that a voyage on the sea from Great Britain to South 

Africa was enough for him to write one of the most important books of his life-

work. 

Originally written in Gujarati and later translated into English by Gandhi him-

self, the book entitled Hind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule is a hard and explicit, 

outright criticism of the “modern civilisation” considered by the Mahatma to be 

embodied by Europe, as he writes in his book, a total disapprobation of the so-

called Western civilisation. What was the reason, which lead the Mahatma to 

write this book? Which are the concrete critical remarks formulated by the 

“Great Soul” in his book? Have these ideas written more than 100 years ago 

got any relevance for Westerners, the European man of the 21st century? 

These are the questions and thoughts that I will try to find answers to in my 

presentation. 
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