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Boróka Fehér: Services for Homeless People in Stockholm

I spent the summer of 2009 in Stockholm as an intern of the City Hall Homeless 
Department. I had heard and read a lot about the famous Swedish welfare regime – 
on the fi eld, in person I wanted to see how the system of homeless services operates, 
how the comprehensive social structure covers all forms of homelessness and what 
tools they have in their use that enables them to move away from emergency relief 
and off er real, permanent solutions that form the base of social integration. Even 
though Swedish social workers operate in a structure and among conditions that are 
very diff erent from Hungary, I do believe that certain elements of what I have seen in 
Stockholm could be adapted, and that it is not just a question of fi nances.

Tamás Szentkereszty: The Rich Poor of the North – a Snapshot of Norwegian 
Homeless Services

In this writing I sum up the lessons of a six-week internship in Oslo. Apart from 
introducing the system of services and concrete projects for the homeless, I have tried 
to highlight those diff erences that, aft er some refl ection and adaptation, could serve 
the improvement of services for the homeless in Hungary. I was especially interested 
in services for homeless people, those with addiction and in prison. Norway has a 
very advanced system of services, yet I believe it is not impossible for us to catch up. 
All we need to do is fi nd those points that are easily adaptable in Hungarian services 
– I believe there are changes that do not require considerable funds.

Edit Balla: Is Social Work with Homeless People Addicted to Alcohol Successful 
in Berlin?

This was my main question when in 2009 I spent 9 weeks in the capital of Germany 
as an intern. I was mostly interested in the treatment off ered to homeless people who 
are addicted to alcohol and who are unwilling to quit drinking. Is it possible to off er 
effi  cient services for this population? On the other hand, I wanted to get a thorough 
picture of the various services available to homeless people in Berlin, understand 
their priorities, structure. While doing this, I tried to view everything with a new eye, 
as if I had no prior knowledge of any system of support for the homeless elsewhere. I 
only started to “remember” the services for the homeless in Hungary when drawing 
a fi nal comparison between the two systems.

Tünde Sárközi and Áron Szabó: Kofoed School – a Danish Model for the training 
and labour market integration of homeless people and people with disadvantages

The authors of this writing spent a short time in the summer of 2010 in Copenhagen, 
as guests of the Kofoed School. In this article we introduce the history, purpose and 
work of this organization that mixes social and labour marker oriented actions to 
off er comprehensive services for people living on the margins of society, including 
homeless people. The history of the Kofoed School illustrates changes in thought 
patt erns of society, and the various social measures tackling the new challenges. 
There is a mixture of social work, social pedagogy, community building and various 
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colourful trainings that all work towards fuller participation in society. We hope 
that our review will stir up interest and eventually similar services will be set up in 
Hungary as well.
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